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‘Will You Have Your Operation with 
Or Without Publicity”—Coast Idea 





| 





Holiywood, June 27. 

Catering to the publicity prefer- 
ences of film celebs as they are 
about to ge under the ether is one 
of the big problems facing local 
hospitals, where picture names take 
the lame kidney, overworked liver 
and swelling appendix for doctor- 


tng. 

It’s a stock question with staff 
members and nurses to inquire if 
the operation is to be done with 
or without newspaper fanfare, and 
then, even after the silence edict 
goes out, the patient himself will 
often phone three friends to come 
over for a bridge game before the 
trip to the operating room. 

If the ailment is embarrassing, 
celeb patient will often register 
under an assumed name so that 
hospital attaches can truthfully say 
that he is not there. 

Woman player who underwent an 
operation recently phoned to an- 
other film actress on another floor, 
telling her all about her operation, 
then berated the superintendent of 
nurses because the news leaked 
out, accusing her private nurse. 
The other patient exonerated the 
giri, and the hospital is learning to 
take thosq anti-publicity edicts 
with a grain of salt. 


Daisy DeVoe’s Beauty 
Service for Femmes 


In L. A. County Jail 


Los Angeles, June 27. 

Daisy DeVoe, former secretary 
of Clara Bow, hasn't felt the de- 
pression in the County Jail and is 
understood to have earned over 
$1,000 dressing hair and giving 
beauty treatments to femme 
Prisoners. Miss DeVoe, a_ hair 
dresser by profession, is serving 
time for grand theft following her 
Sensational talk campaign against 
Miss Bow: 

Recently out of jail pending her 
appeal, Miss DeVoe looked around 
and saw how tough things were. 
She did not press her motion for 
appeal as strongly as she might 
have. 

Friends of the girl say she ex- 
pects to have $5,000 saved when her 
time is up. So popular has she be- 
come with other femme prisoners 
that no woman going out for a trial, 
or pending an appeal, feels she 
looks right without a DeVoe marcel. 


BILLING A NUT SUNDAE 














Les Angeles, June 27. 
Orpheum used the peanuts in a 
Sealed envelope gag for the Oisen| 
and Johnson engagement, tying up| 
with a chain drug store. 
Billing on the envelope also di- | 


rected attention to a ‘peanut vendor | 
a ndae’ as ‘coming soon’ at the 
Chain f /Untains, 


peak 


Unconscious 





Los Angeles, June 27. 

In the face of the acute 
money situation ‘walkaways’ 
at theatre box offices, cafes 
and sweet shop cashier booths 
are reported heavier than at 
any time in the past. Picture 
house cashiers report males 
most consistent leavers of 
change. 

Supposition is patrons have 
sO many worries they don’t 
bother about chicken feed. 


COPS PICKET 
GIRL SHOW IN 
PURE L. A. 


Los Angeles, June 27. 


In an effort to thoroughly clean 
up all dirt shows before the Olympic 
games. the city administration has 
gone into action. Mayor Porter has 
recommended that the city council 
adopt an ordinance authorizing po- 
lice commission to revoke licenses 
of theatres or other entertainment 
spots following conviction of owner, 
employee or actor for participating 
in obscene performance. 

Mayor Porter had previously con- 
ferred with theatre owners on pro- 
posed clean up. 

Anti-dirt campaign produced the 
novelty of vice squad plain clothes- 
men, with badges conspicuously 
pinned to their lapels, passively 
picketing a girl store show at 
Fourth and Main streets. Presence 
of the men had a discouraging effect 
on the business. 


DIVORCES SLUMP, T00, 
AND DEPRESH BLAMED 


Chicago, June 27. 























From an important center of mari- 
tal activities, this town has slumped 
14% in marriages and divorces for| 
the first five months of this year as| 
compared with the same period last) 
year. The depresh is blamed by | 
divorce barristers who until a few) 
years ago did a landoffice business. 

Statistics show that this year's! 
marriage total of 10,167 as against) 
last year’s 11,820 is 34% behind the 
year of 1923, when 15,545 
licenses were issued in the five- 
month period. Correspondingly di- 
vorces fell from 2,099 in 1931 to 1,488 


| WABC 
Safety Razor Hour. 


SAY GIRLS WILL 
DFFOLT REPEAL 


— 


Don’t Think Modification 
Can Quell Femme Trade 
in Class Joints—Expected 
Relaxing Tumbles N. Y. 
Booze Prices — Repeal 
Campaign Has Its Busi- 
ness Angles 


—_— 


‘PROTECTION’ RATES UP 





Despite the Government’s ‘clean- 
ing up’ of pending prohibition cases, 
the feeling is that any new padlock 
proceedings will be quashed by the 
time they reach trial. This belief 
in the Broadway belt is predicated 
on the feeling that with any legal- 
ization of likker by local option, en- 
forcement is bound to be weak for 
the next months; and after that it 
doesn’t matter. 

Bootleggers see the modifica- 
tion handwriting and are unloading 
plenty, and cheap. Booze prices are 
way down but not as much as beer 
which is selling at $5 and $6 a 
case of 24 boitles for stuff that 
went for $45 a barrel (120 botties) 
or at the rate of $9-10 the case. 

Similarly, the small-time booze 
peddlers, growing careless because 
of the expected impending repeal, 
or modification, have been flooding 
the letter-boxes and door mats of 

(Continued on page 53) 


RADIO CONFESSING, 
BUT NOT TOO MUCH 


NBC 
chance to air their woes for the 
edification of the listening audience 
July 7 when it begins a series of 
‘Announcers Confessions’ programs. 

Idea will be a round table of NBC 
announcers and the airing of their 
supposed-to-be ad lib conversa- 
tions. They will be permitted to 
read their fan mail and mash notes 
but will be censored from airing 
complaints against the home office 








-_— 


FULL COVERAGE 


| Jack Denny on WEAF, WJZ, WABC 
and WOR 








Starting on WOR this week Jaci 
Denny will be the only band in New | 


York to be broadcasting on New | 


| York's big four stations the same) 
week. 

Denny is on NBC twice weekly 
from the Waldorf-Astoria on WJZ 
and WEAF. He is also on CBS’ 
Sundays with the 
Addition of the 
indie station WOR, this week, com- 


SPEAKS RELYING ON W 





MEN 





will give its announcers a/| 


Gem | 





Visual Reminder 





Chicago, June 27. 

Sandglasses have been dis- 
tributed among NBC execs 
here so that they can tell when 
they’ve chinned three minutes 
over long distance. Takes just 
180 seconds for the sand in the 
upper bowl to drop through to 


the lower receptacie, to the 
last grain. 
It’s the network’s latest 


economy reminder. 











SIX ACTS, FILMS, 
N. Y. PALACE, 
JULY § 


The RKO Paiace, New York, gees 
to a combination policy July 9 by 
adding feature pictures and reduc- 
ing the number of acts to six. It’s 
an interpretation of what has come 
to be known as the ‘Hippodrome 
policy.’ 

On pictures the former two- ‘a- 
day $3 top Palace becomes second 
run after the Mayfair, just up the 
street, ana@ rates with any other 
RKO vaudfilm neighborhood the- 
atre in New York with the same 
shows and films. The RKO May- 
fair gets all RKO top line pictures 
first. 

Latest Palace policy change was, 
like the previous switch to cheap 
grind bills, decided upon yesterday 
(Monday) with Martin Beck's con- 
sent after the theatre had dropped 
around $30,000 in six weeks with 
the four-a-day straight vaudeville 

(Continued on page 30) 


BIG FIGHT BROADCAST 




















Estimated that the Schmeling- 
| Sharkey broadcast diverted some- 
thing like $1,000,000 from the thea- 
tre b. o.’s of the country Tuesday 
jnight (21) when the heavyweight 
championship was contested. That’s 
based on chain theatre executives’ 
, 4eductions. 

Picture men figure that possibly 
40,000,000 potential customers were 
kept home by the broadcast. 


2, 000 Applicants 








issued last week in New York for 


pee Lew Brown-Ray Henderson re- |‘ 


this year. | ple tes the big four group. vue, 2,000 giris arrived at the Apol- 

tiggest percentage drop is re-| Probably the only time one band lo, That is more than the present 
corded in alimony payments and|has been on these four stations the ‘total membership of Chorus Equity. 
cash settlements, '32 being 43% be-|same time. Makes him an ace plug, The applicants flooded the theatre 
| hind. for publishers, i proper, 


COST B.0.’S $1,000,000 


Colored Screen Players in Person 


As Builder-Uppers for Balcony Biz 


a a 


Dallas, June 27. 
Current economic conditions are 
bringing back to southwestern ex-~- 
hibs an echo of silent days, the 
negro balcony. Due to strong racial 


prejudices in southern states, and 
especially on this end, seating's ail- 
ways been a headache to live show- 
men anxious for the extra revenue 
from the dusky section of America’s 
melting pot. Texas’ Crow law puts 
a strict ban on racial mixing in 
public places, whereby exhibs of 
olden days clung to the well pat- 
ronized peanut roost which oft 
brought more to the b.o. drawer 
than the main floor. 

Coming of sound, together with 
the boom era prior, necessitated lot 
of revamping, rebuilding, with re- 
sultant yen of smallitown indies to 
go ‘high class.’ In a majority of 
situations the deluxe class stand re- 
placed the profitable grind and the 
exhib naturally played up to a ‘de- 
luxe’ biz. Meaning an all-white au- 
dience. And also meaning that a 
flock of ali-negro houses blossomed 
out over night everywhere. For in- 
stance, Dallas alone supports at 
least four negro grinds and a tab. 
Setup is representative of other 
keys. 

Now exhibs want back those ex- 

(Continued on page 30) 


Champ Asks $11,500 
For Stage But Top 
Bid So Far, $6,500 


Jack Sharkey values his worki’s 
heavyweight championship at $11,- 
500 a week in any vaudeville thea- 
tre. But no takers so far. 

New champ framed an act with 
Ed Sullivan, New York ‘Graphic’ 
columnist, and through Lou Irwin 
is asking $11,500 as a guarantee 
against 50% of the gross. Highest 
offer received came from Loew’s, 
reported at $6,500 and percentage. 
Skouras Bros. also put in a bear 
bid. 

Oddly enough the loser of the 
Long Island decision, Max Schmel- 
ing, is supposed to have received as 
many, if not more, propositions for 
stage and other personal appear- 
ances than the champion. Max’s 
pilot, Joe Jacobs, turned down all 
offers, preferring to cart Max back 
to Berlin while he’s still hot. 


Dutch Censor Rulings 














When a cail for choristers was | 


The Hague, June 18. 
Dutch Board of Censors has been 


working overtime again. New ban- 
nings include: 

No permit for Metro-Goldwyn 
‘Freaks’ and Radio-Pathe (RKO) 

sad Company.’ 

After long deliberations the film 
based on Poe's (Universal) ‘Murder 
in the Rue Morgue’ nas been passed 
for adults above 18 after important 


jciipping. 
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‘Women Like Animal Pictures if 
They're Brutal Enough, Says Buck 


Frank (Bring ’Em Back Alive) 
Buck sat in a small anteroom © 
the Mayfair theatre and listened tu 


the applause ripple across the 
packed house, It was a_ sweet 
sound—intermixed as it was with 
feminine zasps—a concerted clatter 


of vindication for Mr. Buck and his 
hard fought, hard won animal pic- 
ture ideas. 

A year ago Buck was making the 
rounds of the picture companies 
seeking backing for what they 
turned down as one more animal 
picture. None would chance it be- 
eause, said they, men are tired of 
animal pictures, and women never 
did like them anyway. But women 
will like animal pictures if they’re 
brutal enough, Mr. Buck insisted, 
and men are just waiting till they 
can see an animal picture that’s 
really on the level. Still, nobody be- 
lieved Mr. Buck until at last Van 
3Zeuren, needing a _ series of 13 
shorts, put up the capital for a job 
that Buck knew he would bring 
back as a feature picture and then 
convince Van Beuren that’s what 
they really sent him out for. 

Buck sailed for the jungles of 
Malay to make a picture as good 
as ‘Chang. . He came back with 
170,000 feet of film, watched it cut 
to feature length, and thought he 
had something. 

For 20 years a hunter of animals 
for circus menageries and Zoos, 
Buck used to burn when he saw 
the phonies presented to picture au- 
diences. His would be a picture 
that would need no artificial ex- 
citement because he knew how 
great the real thrills were. 


Sex in the Jungle 


‘Can there be anything more bru- 
tal, more relentless, more fascinat- 
ing than the battle of the jungle?’ 
asked Mr. Buck with circus show- 
manship. ‘The jungle knows but 
two laws, food and sex. Even as we 
sit here, out there in the jungle a 
tiger is at grips with a python, a 
leopard is tearing at the throat of 
another for the female indolently 
finding nearby, two bull elephants 
are locking tusks to the death for 
the mastery of the herd, a croc’s 
greedily lurking in a swamp. Con- 
tinuous warfare with the other spe- 
cies for food, sudden combat with 
their own for the female.” Mr. 
Buck’s gestures were as dramatic 
as his recital. 

‘Why fakes, then, when the con- 
stant strife of the jungle is so fear- 
ful the screen dare not reveal :it in 
its entirety? Ah, but you have to 
know the jungle, know where to 
look for your animals, recognize 
their traces, corral them in clear- 
ings where the dense tropical 
growth of the jungle does not shut 
out the light necessary for the cam- 
era. There’s picture material in the 
jungle as luxurious, as incredible, 
as exciting as its full, quick life. 
But bring it back!’ 

Mr. Buck brought it back. That 
was half his battle. Now the fight 
to retain those sequences which 
Buck knew he had to have to put it 
over, which the editors were afraid 
were too horrendous for picture au- 
diences. Ladies, they said, were 
afraid of snakes. ‘Certainly ladies 
are afraid of snakes,’ countered 
Buck, ‘I am myself—but ladies like 
to look at them.’ The snakes stayed 
in and Buck maintains the mati- 
nees are 70% femme. Well, may- 

be 65%. 
Snakes and Ladies 

The ladies can take ‘Bring ’Em 
Back Alive’s’ snakes, Buck con- 
tends because in all its snake-ani- 
mal battles both combatants are 
completely unsympathetic to audi- 
ences. They put up great fights, 
but the audience doesn’t care which 
wins. Snakes are _ instinctively 
hated by humans, and the tiger in 
the picture’s main struggle is just 
as loathsome because the continuity 
took care to show him supposedly 
tracking down a native child. 

If ever the audience feels sorry 
for an animal in a fight, instantly 
the picture is cruel, censorable. If 
no one feels sorry, then it’s just a 
whacking thrill. 








NOBODY IS ANY THE 
WORSE FOR BEING 
WISER 


MR. AND MRS. JACK NORWORTH 
130 West 44th Street 
New York 


few 
directors. 


BORZAGE OFF, LLOYD 


written. 





Clubby 


Hollywoed, June 27. 

John P. Medbury, the hu- 
morist, on occasion had his 
two wives under the same roof 
of his Hollywood manse. 

The ex and the No. 2 Mrs. 
Medbury are very friendly, and 
the latter being as concerned 
about John P. Jr.’s, welfare as 
Mrs. Medbury No. 1. 


Levee Pickford’s Prod. 
Mer. While Awaiting 
Guild’s First Feature 


Hollywood, June 27. 

M. C. Levee, not wanting to draw 
upon the treasury of the Screen 
Guild until C. B. DeMille is ready 
to direct his first release through 
United Artists in the fall, is accept- 
ing a position to become executive 
production head for Mary Pickford’s 
next picture. DeMille will do ‘Choc- 
vlate,’ a Russian story. 

In addition Levee will manage a 
outstanding players and 

















TO MEG ‘CAVALCADE’ 


Hollywood, June 27. 

Frank Lloyd will direct ‘Caval- 
cade’ for Fox, script now being re- 
Frank Borzage, who was 
called off it, will return to the stu- 
dio in January and finish up his 
contract with one picture. 

Borzage was sent to London by 
the studio to see the stage play. 








WB Letout Gets Lead 
In WB Western Release 


Hollywood, June 27. 

Mae Madison, one of Warners’ 
recent New York imports let out 
after 13 weeks’ trial, has a lead in 
‘The Big Stampede,’ Leon Schles- 
inger’s western, for WB release. 
John Wayne is the other lead, with 
Noah Beery and Paul Hurst in the 
cast. 

Western unit will also suspend, 
along with studio shutdown. Bur- 
bank lot remains open this week, 
although scheduled to close last 
Saturday (25), to finish up ‘Son of 
Russia’ (formerly ‘Revolt’), ‘They 
Call it Sin,’ and ‘Three on a Match.’ 





Jesse Goldberg with Par 


Hollywood, June 27. 
Jesse J..Goldberg, former indie 
producer, has taken a job on Para- 
mount’s writing staff. 
Irving Lande and Mannie Wolfe 





also connected. 





Martha Sleeper Set 


Hollywood, June 27. 
Martha Sleeper gets a long term 
contract from Metro. 
She’s a niece of J. J.. Murdock. 
Was formerly under contract to 
FBO. 





_— 


Zanuck, Muni Arrive 
Hollywood, June ‘27. 

Paul Muni arrived here Saturday 
(25) via Panama canal, on the 
‘Virginia.’ He will loaf for a month, 
starting his ‘I’m a Fugitive From a 
Chain Gang,’ for Warners in 
August. 

Darryl Zanuck also arrived Sat- 
urday by train. 





a deer slowly strangling in the coils 
of a python, for instance—shots 
surpassing in savage excitement his 
tiger-python struggle—but they’re 











not in the picture. The deer is an 
| animal towards which audiences are 


Buck has shots of | instinctively sympathetic. 


| 


Suck likes to look at the impres- 
sive marquee ballyhoo given ‘Bring 
‘Em Back Alive’ at the Mayfair. 
Thank heavens, he says, he has a 
picture that can live up to it. 
Animal pictures should be circused; 
that’s the only way they can be sold. 
And as soon as it’s all over, he’s 





Direct, or Your Own Broker 





going back to the jungle again for 





another picture. 

















WILL MAHONEY 


Now 
Chinese Theatre, Hollywood, Cali- 
fornia. 

The Los Angeles “Record” said: 


appearing at Grauman’s 


“At Grauman’s Chinese Theatre 
last night Will Mahoney brought 
down the house with his dancing, 
his inevitable falls and his mar- 
velous Mahoneyphone.” 


Direction 


RALPH G. FARNUM 
1560 Broadway 


— 


M-G BUILDS HARLOW 
FOR HURRIED CASH-IN 


Hollywood, June 27. 
After spending $30,000 to buy Jean 
Harlow’s contract from . Howard 
Hughes, Metro is set on. a quick 
buildup for the actress. , 


Miss Harlow’s next assignment is 
a picture temporarily titled ‘Soviet 
Russia’ in which Joan Crawford was 
to have been co-starred with Clark 
Gable. Wallace Beery is also in the 
opus with George Hill to direct. 











OAKIE’S WEAK ALIBI 


Held Up Studio 6 Hours on Social 
Excuse 








Hollywood, June 27. 

Jack Oakie, borrowed from Para- 
mount for ‘Once in a Lifetime’ held 
up work for six hours on Saturday 
(25), through his failure to appear 
on the lot. Production was halted 
and the others in the cast with the 
technical staff was forced to remain 
inactive and then work all night to 
catch up with the schedule. This 
cest U. about $2,000. It may ask 
Paramount for a refund to cover 
disbursement. Oakie’s excuse was 
that he had been to a party Friday 
night. That did not help quench 
the flames burning all over the 
offices. 


Before the picture was put into 
work Oakie held up production by 
refusing to take a requested test. 
Finally consented under pressure. 





Olive Hatch’s App. Op. 


Hollywood, June 27. 
Olive Hatch, champion swimmer, 
was operated on for her appendix 
on Sunday (26). 


She is the wife of Hubert Voight, 
Columbia studio p. a. 





Cagney Still Talks Medicine 


Denver, June 27. 

James Cagney, visiting friends 
here, admitted there was not much 
possibility of his salary differences 
with Warner Bros. being patched 
up. ” 

Says he is headed for Europe for 
personal appearances and will enter 
Columbia in the fall to. study 
medicine. 





SAILINGS 


August 24 (London to New York) 
Stan Laurel, Oliver Hardy (Paris). 

July 8 (New York to London) 
Sammy Lewis and Patti Moore 
(Bremen). 

July 1 (New York to London), 
Elizabeth Lonergan, Sidney R. Kent 
(Europa). 

June 28 (New York to Russia), 
Carveth Wells (Kungsholm). 

June 28 (New York to Paris), 
Jules Brulatour, Hope Hampton 
(Leviathan). 

June 22 (New York to Paris) Mr. 
and Mrs. Ely Culbertson, Katherine 
Brush, Phillip Moeller, Mr. and Mrs. 
Allan Dwan (Bremen). 


June 22 «(New York to Paris) Inez 





Stinette (Pres. Roosevelt). 





Cutting Fodder 





Western star surviving a 
number of marriages was look- 
ing over some diamonds with 
a view of presenting a piece to 
his new spouse. Finally, after 
meditation, he turned to the 
salesman and drawled: 

‘Think I’)l wait a while to 
see if this one sticks before I 
stock her up.’—From Variety's 
Hollywood Bulletin, 





Studios Warn Stars 
Against Fan Sheets’ 
Political Interviews 


Hollywood, June 27. 
With fan angle ideas hard to get, 
chatter writers are pestering the 
studios trying to have players com- 
mit themselves on prohibition and 








McGuire’s One-Brain 
Scribbling Syndicate 


Hollywood, June 27. 

William Anthony McGuire was 
called on the carpet by Sam Gold- 
wyn when the producer heard Mc- 
Guire was going to work for a third 
client, Joseph M. Schenck. Mc- 
Guire already was _ splitting his 
writing between x0ldwyn’s ‘Kid 
From Spain’ and Carl Laemmle’s 
‘Okay America.’ 

Goldwyn stopped McGuire’s am- 
bition, telling the writer he must 
stick with him as long as needed. 
Schenck had asked McGuire to 
work on the Jolson picture after 
finishing with Goldwyn, but Gold- 
wyn didn’t hear it that way. Mc- 
Guire finishes ‘Kid’ today, but will 
probably stay on to do further writ- 
ing for Goldwyn. 

Number of pictures , McGuire 

works on is inconsequential, writer 
taking on all comers. 
He now has a yen to be a direc- 
tor, pointing out the many _legit 
productions he staged, and says in 
his future contracts he will demand 
the right to direct. 


WB STUDIO SHUTS JUNE 
29- FINAL 3 PICTURES 


Hollywood, June 27. 
Unable to finish three pictures 
now in work on Saturday, Warner 
studio is delaying its closing until 
Wednesday night (29). 








Helen Hayes Four Days 
Late, ‘Farewell’ Halts 


Hollywood, June 27. 
Production on ‘Farewell to Arms,’ 
at Paramount, is being postponed 
awaiting arrival of Helen Hayes, 
scheduled to have reported to studio 
by July 1, but who cannot reach 
here until July 5. 
Frank Borzage has been. borrowed 
from Fox to direct this picture, with 
Gary Cooper, Adolphe Menjou and 
Mary Phillips in supporting cast. 





Pickford Seeks Cooper 


_ Hollywood, June 27. 
Mary Pickford angling for Gary 
Cooper. 


Wants him as lead in her next 


picture. Planned to put this in 
work around Sept. 1. 
- SCHLICK’S EN ROUTE BREAK 


Frederick Schlick, playwright, 
has a short termer with Radio Pic- 
tures as a writer. Schlick wrote 
‘Bloodstream,’ produced Jast season, 
and has a show on Al Woods’ pro- 
duction list for fall. 

Schlick was en route to Oregon, 
his home, when his agent, Frieda 
Fishbein, got him the contract. 





WOON’S INSPIRATION 


Basil Woon suddenly coastbound 
with a picture idea for Fox. 

Woon mentioned the idea to Win- 
nie Sheehan in New York recently 
and has worked on it since. He 
thinks by getting to Hollywood 
pronto he can get an okay on it and 
go to work on the adaptation, 





Harry J. Brown, V. P. 
Hollywood, June 27. 

Harry Joe Brown, associated with 
Charles R. Rogers for the past six 
years, has been made vice-pres- 
ident of the Charles R. Rogers Pro- 
ductions. 

Rogers is now engaged in making 
a series of features for Paramount. 





Bakewell Loaned to U 
Hollywood, June 27. 
William Bakewell has been loaned 
by Metro to Universal. His Metro 
contract expires July 8. 
Taking tests at U studio for leads 





in ‘The Laughing Boy.’ 


Gets Goldwyn Kayo) that ‘suer 


politics, figuring the present po- 
litical campaigns will make the 
picture stars’ comment good read- 
ing. 

At Metro, Fox and Paramount, 
studio press department has in- 


structed all players to réfrain from 
stating their convictions, feeling 
comment would have a 
bad reaction with fan factions 





FREEMAN TO COAST AS 
THEATRE-FILM RKO LINK 


Charlie. Freeman, former RKO 
vaudeville booking head, has been 
transferred to the picture endin that 
organization as contact man beween 
the Hollywood studio and New York 
home office. He leaves the 
Coast shortly after July 4. 

With duties that also take in 
scouting for new talent and mate- 
rial for picture use, it is likely Free- 
man willbe on the road between 
the two Coasts most of the time. 
His reported plans do not call for 
a direct trip to Hollywood, but in- 
clude stop-offs at the important key 
city stock companies on the way 
out, 


for 


Peck, Fox A. P. 
Hollywood, June 27. 

Lydell Peck, husband of Janet 
Gaynor, has been made an associate 
producer at Fox. Peck was produc- 
tion aid to Al Rockett for past three 
months and prior to that, was in a, 
similar capacity for B. P. Schul- 
berg at Paramount. 

Fox list of producers 
under W, R. Sheehan besides Peck 
includes Al. Rockett, William Goetz, 
| Robert North and Edwin Grainger. 





associate 





'Hausner’s Stage Offer; 
Proj. Union’s Odd Action 


The first known personal appear- 
ance engagement offered Stanley 
Hausner, the Atlantic flier, who was 
picked up and landed in Miami, 
came from the Metropolitan, Hous- 
ton, Tex. (Publix). 

Meanwhile, in 
circles around New York, conside 
erable consternation has arisen 
through action. ef Sam Kaplan's lo- 
cal (306) in announcing Hausner 
last week as a member in bad 
standing through being in arrears 
on dues... A few days before Hause 
ner was found off the coast of Por- 
tugal, when the world thought him 
lost forever, Kaplan announced the 
local union would pay over to Haus- 
ner’s widow $2,000 if flier was not 
found within a week. 

Hausner was an operator at the 
Stanley, New York, film grind. 


Bow 17 Lbs. Lighter 


Hollywood, June 27. 
After six weeks of vigorous train- 
ing at her ranch, Clara Bow is 
spending a week at Malibu minus 
17 pounds and tipping the scale at 
118. Shortly after she left Para- 
mount her poundage went up to 
135. 
Miss Bow will remain at 
beach colony until ready to 
her picture for Fox July 18. 


booth operator 
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Rapf Recuperating 


Hollywood, June 27. 
Harry Rapf, Metro executive, ill 


| for more than five weeks at home, is 
inow at 


the Samson _ sanitarium, 
Santa Barbara, for three weeks. 


’ 
U’s 5-Day Week 
Universal City, June 27. 
Universal has put the studio’s 
daily wage workers on a five-day 








basis. This creates jobs for one- 
sixth more manpower, 
Promotion for Johnston 
Hollywood, June 27. 
Richard Johnston, for several 
years assistant director and unit 
business manager at Paramount, 


has been elevated to an executive 
position on the staff of Sam Jaffe. 

Jaffe is general studio 
tion manager 
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CHAPLIN BURNS 
AT FOX DEAL 
FOR SONS 


Hollywood, June 27, 

Charles Chaplin, according to au- 
thentic reports, is preparing legal 
action to stop his former wife Lita 
Gray Chaplin, from having his two 
sons to work with her in a series 
of pictures to be made by Fox. 
Comedian is said to have made an 
agreement with his wife at the time 
of their separation when the cus- 
tody of Charles, Jr., and Sidney 
were given to her, stipulating that 
no ccntract could be made for the 
appearance of the children on stage 
or screen unless the contents were 
mutually agreed upon. 


Chaplin feels that the children 


are too immature to jeopardize 
their health ‘through work, and 
that they can be properly edu- 


cated and supported on the 
$1,000 monthly their mother gets 
from him. This is in addition to 
$650,000 he paid her in numerous 
installments, with the last $200,000 
given her iast September. 

Chaplin is at present working 
at Santa Monica on a 50,000-word 
serial for the ‘Woman’s Home Com- 
panion with Willa Roberts of that 
publication, who is aiding him in 
correction of the copy. 

Lita Gray Chaplin is currently 
playing the Orpheum, Denver. Her 
manager, Nick Gyroy, who nego- 
tiated the Fox ceal, is also with her 
and will go to New York to get the 
boys, now in Europe. Gyroy before 
leaving here let it be known that 
no cognizance would be taken of 
Chaplin’s wishes in respect to the 
boys working in pictures. 

Davia Butler, scheduled to direct 
the first picture, is now working on 
a story outline. 


‘The* Little Teacher,’ in which 
Mary Ryan played on Broadway for 
a’ solid season, and which was pur- 
chased by Fox for $30,000, down off 
the shelf. Will be used as the first 
production with Lita Grey Chaplin 
and her two sons. 

David Butler will direct. James 
Hanley has been commissioned to 
write two songs which Mrs. Chaplin 
will sing. 


PERSONALS BY LAUREL 
AND HARDY ABROAD 


Several sudden retakes have ne- 
cessitated postponement of the 
Laurel and Hardy team’s trip to 
England. Couple now sails July 16 
on the Aquitania and will stay on 
the other side about a month, re- 
turning Aug. 24 on the Paris. 

Some talk of the comedy team 
going into the Empire, Metro’s ace 
London house, for a personal ap- 
pearance at $5,000 for the week, 
with no date or figure authenticated. 
Also mention of a likely appearance 
at the Palladium if Metro will give 
permission, 


Miss Gillette Says She’s 
No Actress After 13 Wks. 


Hollywood, June 27. 

Let out by Warners at close of 
her 13-week contract, Betty Gil- 
lette has turned down several other 
offers and is returning to her polo 
ponies in New York. The 19-year- 
old girl, brought here by Warners 
and having little experience, ad- 
mits she hasn't what it takes to be 
a good film actress. 

Miss Gillette is a New York so- 
ciety girl, daughter of a retired 
banker. Her picture career was 
just a lark, and to show her she 
wasn’t an actress, girl says. 

Of five femme youngsters brought 
here by Warners from the east, 
only one, Sheila Terry, remains. 
May Madison, Ruth Hall, Gloria 
Shea and Miss Gillette are through. 


No Playing Straight 


o7 
te 


Hollywood, June 2 

After rehearsing a week, Al Jol- 
son called a halt on ‘The New 
Yorker’ at United Artists, with the 
script going through the revamping 
process. Jolson found himself play- 
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Sale’s Saucy Sayings 





Source of by-line revenue 
unknown to most picture and 
show names has been adding 
numerous dollars to the vault 
of Charles ‘Chic’ Sale. The 
comedian is under percentage 
contract to a publishing house 
for 12 saucy sayings yearly, 
illustrated with photographs 
and printed on monthly cal- 
enders bearing space for a 
local ad which ties up with 
the Sale quip. 

Last year the publishing 
house sold 12,000.000 of these 
ealendars to small town mer- 
chants, 











PAR TALKING, 
TALLULAH 
BALKING 


Paramount and Tallulah Bank- 
head are talking things over, with 
the picture company doing most of 
the talking and Miss Bankhead 
mostly just shaking her head. 
Par’s idea is that Miss Bankhead 
is getting too much money and 
ought to ease dow. a bit as soon 
as “or next option comes. up. 
They’d like to keep her on the pay- 
roll, they say, but not at that much 
money. 

Actress’ angle is that she’s not 
overpaid, but that the company has 
not given her proper vehicular sup- 
port and that she could earn the 
salary she’s down in the books for 
with a proper break. 


STUDIOS TURN DOWN 
138 L. A. CONVENTIONS 


Hollywood, June 27. 

Only four groups of visitors here 
during the Olympics will pass 
hrough studio gates, studio publicity 
heads decided at their weekly pro- 
ducers’ association meeting. 

Top crowd is the N.E.A. conven- 
tion, numbering 500 newspapermen 
who get a luncheon at the Writers’ 
club July 26 and trips through the 
studios. On July 25, 300 foreign 
correspondents here to report the 
Olymiad, will be divided into groups 
of 50 and each mob taken to a 
studio for food arid optic entertain- 
ment. Same arrangement for the 
800 domestic sports writers on July 
29. 

Metro has agreed to entertain the 
100 Junior Pentathlon winners who 
will be here on a national news- 
paper tieup. 

Since the ‘Variety’ story recently 
saying that 89 conventions were 
lated for Los Angeles, 49 more have 
been added. Requests for admission 
for 38,000 visitors have been re- 
jected by the studios. 


Keaton’s Cruise 














Seattle, June 27, 
Buster Keaton and his wife were 
here looking over the $100,000 yacht, 
owned by Col. C. B. Blethen, pub- 
lisher of the Seattle ‘Times,’ which 
he purchased. 
The Keatons intend to cruise the 
Alaskan waters in the Blethen boat. 
Larry Kent, director, became co- 
owner with Keaton of the boat. 





Swanson Wants Boyd 
As Menjou Substitute 


Hollywood, June 27. 

Inability of Adolphe Menjou to ac- 
cept male lead in Gloria Swanson’'s 
forthcoming English picture has 
caused actress to negotiate with 
William (stage) Boyd. 

Dave Thompson, agent for Boyd, 
received a cable from the actress 
now in London. 





Dippel’s Scant Estate 


Los Angeles, June 27. _ 

Eugene H. Kaufman applied be- 

fore the Probate court for letters of 

administration for the estate of 

Andreas Dippel, director, who died 
six weeks ago. 

Kaufman states that Dippel left 





ing straight to Harry Langdon and | 
Chester Conklin. 

Unless a way out is found, cast | 
and story may be aired, i 


no will or valuables other than per- 
sonal effects and interests in vari- 
ous pictures, value of which is con- 
timent. No known relatives. 


WOULDN’T HURT A FLY! 


ivan Lebedeff Spurns Chance to 
impersonate Murderer 








Hollywood, June 27. 
Because Ivan Lebedeff is too gal- 
lant to kill a woman, he’s out of a 
job. Cast in the lead in C. C. Burr’s 
‘Western Express’ opposite Estelle 
Taylor,: he refused to commit the 
murder called for by the script. 
Lucien Prival replaced him, 


Writer with 4 Lawyers 
Pleads Own Abandonment 
Case; Charge Dismissed 


Charge of abandonment brought 
against Martin Mooney, p.a. and 
formerly a writer for Universal, by 
his first wife, Kitty Hofbauer, was 
dismissed in Queens County court 
Friday (17), »y Judge Kadian. 
Mooney is now in the Roxy theatre 
press department, 

Mooney pleaded his own case be- 
fore the judge, although four at- 
torneys were in court on his be- 
half, including legal representatives 
sent by Karry Kosch. Prior to his 
hearing, Mooney had spent a week 
in the Queens County hoosegow. 

Charge against Mooney, who 
was divorced about 15 years ago 
and has since remarried, was that 
he left his first wife and their two 
children as public charges. Mooney 
owes $300 back alimony, but this 
didn’t figure in the charge, the 
abandonment indictment allowing 
for extradition should Mooney ever 
leave New York. 

Case was noticed for trial while 
Mooney was on his way east re- 
cently from the coast, after he quit 
Universal over a story squabble. 
When the writer arrived in New 
York he was a fugitive from jus- 
tice, the case having been called 
and a bench warrant issued for 
his arrest. 

Mooney, in making his plea be- 
fore the court, stated he hadn't 
been guilty of abandonment, since 
at the time the charge was 
brought ‘against him he was sstill 
in New York. He also complained 
of continued persecution. 


PAR’S BONUS ARMY FILM 
CHILLED—HAYS NO LIKE 


Hollywood, June 27. 
Paramount’s idea for a bonus 
army picture, ‘Washington, Here 
We Are,’ brought an immediate pro- 
test from the Hays office. 
The studio is holding off writer 
assignments as a result. 


U Will Feature Vince 
Barnett in 11 Shorts 


Universal City, June 27. 

Vince Barnett, has been placed 
under a tefmer by Universal to be 
featured in a series of shorts made 
by Warren Doane. Contract calls 
for three this year and eight next. 

Barnett is privileged to free-lance 
in feaures between comedies. Leo 
Mverrison office spotted him, 














$450 SETTLES 


Ben Lyon’s $35,000 Sock at Colum- 
bia Office Boy 





Hollywood, June 27. 

For socking Cedric Lamar, Co- 
lumbia studio office boy who re- 
fused te permit Bebe Daniels to 
visit him on the set, Ben Lyon set- 
tled the $35,000 damage suit against 
him out of court for $450. 

Boy was later dismissed by the 
studio after the episode. 





May Shift Indie Prod. 
West for Better Casting 


Proposed eastern production of an 
indie film, Aubrey Mittenthal, for- 
mer legit producer, was planning, 
may be shifted to the coast to en- 
able Mittenthal to cast the picture 
with a satisfactory star. Several 
near and former names proposed by 
eastern agents haven't taken. 

Jean Arthur was up for consid- 
eration and should she not go in, 
then the western move is likely. 
Miss Arthur closed a legit tryout 
in ‘Man Who Reclaimed His Head’ 








1% for Kidnap 


Hollywood, June 27. 
Lloyds’ ransom _ insurance 
policies are up to $50,000 only. 
Premium is 1%. However, 
anyone divulging the fact that 
such insurance is carried auto- 
matically cancels the policy. 
Very few film personalities 
sold. 


QUINN MARTIN'S 
DEMOTION 
ODD 


Hollywood, June 27. 

Refusing to settle his Fox con- 
tract which runs to January, Quinn 
Martin was for several hours made 
assistant to Joe Reilly, the cop, in 
a freak department and then was 
transferred to the reading depart- 
ment under Bob Yost. 

Peculiar department during its 
scant period of existence carried 


the harmless billing of Technical 
and Research, and was to function 
exclusively for fire and police work 
required in pictures. Martin, former 
picture editor of the New York 
‘World’ and brought here by Winnie 
Sheehan about two years ago, was 
to take orders from Reilly, who is 
the studio chief of police. 

Ex-picture critic refused to dis- 
cuss any settlement terms with 
Sheehan. He had been appointed 
production advisor to D. E. Mcin- 
tire when the latter took hold last 
winter. 

Added to the staff of the wardrobe 
department is Rita Kaufman, di- 
vorced wife of Al Kaufman, Para- 
mount studio executive. She will be 
known as ‘stylist’ until a permanent 
title can be conceived for the job, 


ROY WILSON’S TRAGIC 
CRASH ON WEDDIN’ EVE 


Hollywood, June 27. 

Roy Wilson, 30, stunt flyer in pic- 
tures for five years, crashed to his 
death June 25 at Dry Lake, Calif., 
while doubling for Jack Holt in Co- 
lumbia’s ‘War Correspondent.’ 

He was to have been married to- 
day (27) to a non-professional. 























Legit Collaboration Held 
Over for Par Picture 


Paramount has signed George 
Sklar and Albert Maltz, playwrights, 
who ieft for Hollywoci Sunday 
(26). Their first picture will be co- 
directed by Walter Hart, legit 
stager, who incidentally coproduced 
and directed ‘Merry-Go-Round,’ re- 
cent legit play which Sklar and 
Maltz wrote. 

Before he left for the Coast Hart 
bought ‘Home Is Best,’ legit play 
by A. Devine and will return in the 
fall to do the show. Contract al- 
lows him this time off. 





Stephenson’s Solo 


Henry Stephenson goes to Par- 
amount for one picture, ‘Riddle Me 
This.” Stephenson has a contract 
with Gilbert Miller for a new play 
to be put on in London the end of 
August with the understanding he 
can make the London date in time. 

Stephenson’s last Broadway ap- 
pearance was in ‘Cynara,’ 


———_———aas 


One-Acter Stirs Job 


Hollywood, June 2 
As result of appearin? in a one- 


for the Wampas June 22, Lee Kin- 





in Philadelphia Saturday (25), 


Sweet, 


‘ 


36 Femme Writers Out of 225 
Under Contract at Studios: 


MGM Tops with 70 Scribblers 


Hollywood, June 27, 

With most o* the studios cone 
centrating on lining up new stories 
for next season’s product, current 
check-up shows a total of 225 
writers employed under contract by 
the major plants. Of this number 
only 36 are women writers, stri’’ ig 
the lowest average Jor the fem- 
inine scribblers in many years. 

Studio rating highest for total 
number of writers under contract 
is Metro, with a score of 70. Para- 
mount comes second with 39; Co- 
umbia, 32; Universal, 29; Radio, 
24; Warners, 18, and Fox, 16. 

Metro’s 70 

Personnel of Metro’s scribes now 
under contract lists following 
femmes: Marion Ainslee, Frances 
Goodrich Hackett, Doris Anderson, 
Lenore Coffee, Madeline Ruthven, 
Claudine West, Mitzi Cummings, 
Ruth Cummings, Delmer Daves, 
Edith Fitzgerald, Becky Gardiner, 
Anita Loos, Frdnces Marion, Bess 
Meredyth, Zelda Sears and Sylvia 
Thalberg. Among the male writers 
are Melville Baker, Bud Barsky, 
Ralph Block, Endre Bohem, Richard 
Boloslevsky, Frank Butler, Edw. C. 
Carpenter, John Colton, Mercedes 
De Acosta, Nat Dorfman, Allan J, 
Doyle, Warren Duff, William Faulke- 
ner, Irving Fineman, Peter Freuch- 
en, Comm. M. Gilmore, John Goode 
rich, Ralph Graves, Albert Hackett, 
Elmer Harris, Robert Hopkins, 
Arthur Hyman, Leonard Ide, Boris 
Ingster, L. E. Johnson, R. L. John- 
son, Willard Keefe, Hans Kraly, 
Vincent Lawrence, John Lynch, 
Charles MacArthur, Willard Mack, 
John Mahin, John Meehan, Byron 
Morgan, Ivor Novello, Leonard 
Praskins, Milton Raison, W. l. 
River, Bogart Rogers, John Monk 
Saunders, Ray Schrock, Ralph 
Spence, Laurence Stallings, Donald 
O. Stewart, C. Gardner Sullivan, 
Dwight Taylor, Ernest Vajda, John 

(Continued on page 15) 


HARRY RAPF’S 18-YEAR 
OLD SON-MGM AUTHOR 


Holiywood, Juné 27, 

Metro puts into production toe 
morrow (28) ‘Father and Son,’ orige 
inal story by Maurice Rapf, 18< 
year son of Harry Rapf. 

Jackie Cooper and Lewis Stone 
are the leads, Stone replaces 
Walter Huston. 








Chevalier Leaving Late 


Hollywood, June 27. 
Delay in completion of ‘Love Me 
Tonight’ at Paramount has forced 
Maurice Chevalier to postpone his 
trip to Paris until July 10 instead 
of June 25, 
Remains abroad all summer. 














act play, ‘Siamese Nights, ut on |} 
| 


ney was given contract by Lou! 
Brock to appear in shorts for i] 
tadio. 
First assignment with Iiarry 

i 
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August Telltale for Pictures; 


If No Pickup Drastic Cures 
Certain; Aylesworth Talk Sobers 


—_—__—_——" 


Practically a complete reorganl- 
zation of the picture field and its 
allied theatre realms is looked for 
by Wall Street minds by the first 
of the year. As it is stated, certain 
fundamental changes in the basic 
structure of the show biz are con- 
templated and looked for. What 
these fundamental changes are to 
be no one will state fully. Reduc- 
tion in number of chain holdings 
is known to be one of these. 

August is to be the telling month 
for show biz. How the b.o. speaks 
at that time will determine what 
is to be done to save the companies 
or shove them through the wringer. 
Receivership talk ceased to be an 
inside mystery since Sidney Kent, 
Fox president, made his speech be- 
fore the Academy in Hollywood. 

It broke wide open with the fol- 
lowing broadside from M. H. Ayles- 
worth, new RKO chieftain and presi- 
dent of NBC, also made in Holly- 
wood. Both executives voiced 
similar thoughts. 

Wall Street minds figure August 
may show a pickup. That may be 
the coming of the turn for the the- 
atre b.o. and maybe general condi- 
tions around the theatres and the 
studios. If no ; ‘ckup is evident 
then the financic: mentors are re- 
signed to take the _ receivership 
route in reducing cverhead costs to 
the practical minimum. 


Aylesworth Widely Quoted 

Few statements made by show- 
men ever reached such space areas 
as the Aylesworth address. Its ef- 
fects were little realized at the time. 
Currently, however, theatre men are 
expressing thoughts that indicate 
the Aylesworth statement’. that 
warned of receivership has been 
mostly significant in causing a sud- 
den flow of voluntary offers of rent 
reduction. Theatre men who have 
been striving to get such cuts with 
only a general result being shown 
can only attribute the sudden im- 
petus this way to the Aylesworth 
statement. 

There has been certain thought 
among some film minds that despite 
conditions the financial mentors 
were only stalling and at the prop- 
er time would come forth to pour 
additionally large funds into the biz. 

Every conceivable check on this 
thought has proved this not to be 
so. The industry must work out 
its own destiny for the most part. 
This is given almost without reser- 
vation by bankers, Aylesworth’s 
remarks, thus, seemingly were made 
with that knowledge of the down- 
town end directly in view. 


Trade Press Interview 


Aylesworth talked to the trade 
press in New York Saturday (25), 
his first interview since his return 
from the Coast. 

Aylesworth stated there were too 
many theatres even in prosperous 
times. Theatre men have got to 
find ways of bringing the public 
back into the theatre-going habit. 
Hollywood also. Costs have to be 
cut but without endangering the 
quality of product. 

The time for a man to make a 
record in industry is during hard 
times—in a depression. It’s no 
trick to make a. showing when 
things are sailing brightly, he 
Pointed out. 

Television may aid or hurt the 
theatre depending on its develop- 
ment and handling by the showmen 
themselves. They should co-ope- 
rate with the ether boys and move 
along with the progress of the thing 
so that it can be handled wisely 
when it does come, he said. 

But television is still five years 
distant. It cannot come until there 
is a public demand and there is no 
public demand for television yet. 





Tom White Buying Lab 


Hollywood, June 27. 

Tom White, independent film pro- 
ducer, is expected to exercise his 
option for the purchase of Asso- 
ciated Film Labs this week. Plant, 
one of the five indie labs on coast, 
is owned by Blaine Walker, Michael 
McDermott and Francis Burns. 

Inside is that White is being 
financed by Harriet Huntington, 
daughter of the railroad magnate. 
She became interested in the busi- 
ness when her South Seas trav- 
elogue developed professional pos- 
sibilities, 





Aylesworth on Execs 


During his interview with 
the trade press last Saturday 
(25), in New York, M. H. 
Aylesworth, RKO president, 
stated that the matter of Jo- 
seph Plunkett’s continuance 
with the organization was up 
to H. B. Franklin, president of 
Keith-Albee-Orpheum. Plunk- 


ett was former theatre op- 
erator for RKO. 
Aylesworth also declared 


that whether Hiram 8S. Brown - 
stays with the firm after Aug. 
1 is strictly up to Brown. 
This is the date agreed upon 
by the two men when Ayles- 
worth stepped in. Dave Selz- 
nick, as studio chief for Radio, 
drew a boost from the com- 
pany head. 


ALLIANCE AGENT 
IS GUILTY OF 


EXTORTION 


The backbone of blue law agen- 
cies as they affect theatres was 
seriously weakened, if not broken, as 
a result of the black eye dealt yes- 
terday (Monday) by the conviction, 
for attempted extortion, of Cor- 
nelius McNerny, investigator-col- 
lector of the Lord’s Day Alliance. 
McNerny was found guilty yester- 
day in General Sessions before 
Judge Charles C. Nopp by a jury 
that was out only 10 minutes. 
He faces a maximum jail term of 
five years when coming up for sen- 
tence Thursday (30). Two previous 
convictions on misdemeanors stand 
against him. 
The Theatre Owners Chamber of 
Commerce, where McNerny made 
his most serious false move by ac- 
cepting money from Charles L. 
O’Reilly, who had a dictaphone and 
cops on hand at the time, has im- 
portantly aided the prosecution. 
Ed Barry went on the T.O.C.C. 
payroll as its investigater in pre- 
paring a strong case against Mc- 
Nerny. TOCC now plans to wage a 
campaign against the Alliance. 
Along what lines isn’t mentioned. 
Alliance Panned 
In the prosecution the State did 
not spare either McNenry or the Al- 
liance in summing up, the district 
attorney calling McNerny a religious 
racketeer. Dr. H. L. Bowlby, nation- 
al head of the Lord’s Day Alliance, 
brought ignominy by inference 
through confirming that McNerny 
was an agent of the Alliance. 
Among the matters over which 
the New York theatres spar with 
the Alliance are Sunday openings. 
It was brought out at the trial that 
McNerny on April 23 went to Louis 
Phillips, attorney for Paramount- 
Publix, hinting that he was in 
charge of this work for the Alli- 
ance, Dr. Bowlby and Canon Sheafe 

















Chase, ‘who are after me to do 
something,’ etc. Phillips referred 
him to C. C. Pettijohn of the Hays 
office who in turn suggested he see 
O'Reilly. 

Smelling a shakedown, O'Reilly 
conferred with Police Commissioner 
Mulrooney, who assigned detectives 
to the appointment which O'Reilly 
had with McNerny, when marked 
bills were passed. 





More Gangsters? 


Eddie Hitchcock’s gangster orig- 





inal, ‘The Guy From Chi’ is being 
considered by Paramount, Metro 
and Warner Bros... Metro has Wal- 
lace Beery in mind, while WB is 
thinking of Joe FE. Brown. 

Meanwhile, Hitchcock is fiction- 
izing the scenario for magazine pub- 
lication. 


Poland Back at U 
Hollywood, June 27. 

Joseph Franklin Poland, former 
Universal scenario head, is back on 
that lot. 

lias the writing assignment on 
‘Buck Privates.’ Kurt Meumann will 
direct. 














MILLS, KIRK and MARTIN 


“Variety” said, June 18, Albee, 
B’klyn: 
“Mills, Kirk and Martin, three 





boys with a penchant for eye and 
nose gouging, clicked solidly and 
drew the best response of the bill. 
Material is strong and well handled, 
Brief uke, guitar and hoofing bits 
included.” 

Return RKO Palace, New York, 
engagement this week (June 25). 
Personal Manzegement 


HARRY WARD 
Max Gordon Office 


L. A. ‘TIMES’ REJECTS 
MERRILY-HELL’ ADS 


Los Angeles, June 27. 
Los Angeles ‘Times’ refused Para- 
mount theatre ads carrying feature 
title ‘Merrily We Go to Hell,’ al- 
though the paper mentioned the 
same title six times in its review. 
The Sunday section carried a spread 
on the feature with title missing. 
All other papers accepted the ads. 


Laemmle to Coast 


Carl Laemmle left for the 
Saturday (25). 

The Universal head was some- 
what ill during his New York visit, 
following discharge from Johns 
Hopkins, but goes back consider- 
ably improved. 


Saal Under Knife, | but 
Not Leaving Tiffany 


Report that William Saal was to 
leave Tiffany Productions has been 
checked as unfounded. The report 
probably gathered headway due to 
Saal’s being away presently and in 
the New York hospital where he 
was to undergo an operation. 
Recent announcement of the for- 
mation of a K-B-S unit at Tiffany 
on the production side meant the 
company was spreading its studio 
needs among units of which there 
probably will be four. Tiff keeps 
its original presentation name but 
will give each unit a separate and 
distinct handle. Another to be 
formed may be called the Quad- 
ruple Unit. ; 

















Coast 





K-B-S stands for Burt Kelly, 
Sam Bischoff and William Saal. 
During Saal’s illness Bob Savini 


will be in charge of the New York 
end. Savini is personal assistant 
to Saal. 





‘Gold Rush’ Reissue Off 
If Chaplin Works Fast 


Hollywood, June 27, 

Charles Chaplin has decided to 
start work on a story for his next 
picture around August 1. His quar- 
ters at the Chaplin studio are being 
overhauled and will be ready for 
him by that date. 

Plans to sync ‘The Gold Rush’ and 
reissue it are temporarily off until 
Chaplin can determine about when 
his next feature will be ready for 
release. If it will run two years in 
production, as did ‘City Lights,’ 
chances are ‘Gold Rush’ will be sent 
out in the interim. 


Par Sets Its Titles 
In Advance So Home 
Office Won't Butt In 


—— | 





Hollywood, June 27. 
Film studios’ old problem of 
picking picture titles and making 
them stick against the n. g.’s of 
home office executives is believed 
settled by Paramotnt for its own 
product. 


Studio now has final titles on all 
films for its coming program with 
the exception of two. These are 
Ernst Lubitsch’s next, ‘The Honest 
Finder,’ and Tallaulah’s Bankhead’s 
next, ‘Nine Points of the Law.’ The 
other 58 or so film handles are be- 
lieved set, although most of them 
have distant production dates. 
Paramount’s advertising advisory 
board, which picked the titles, an- 
nounced them in such ways to east- 
ern execs that the home office 
wouldn’t feel as free about turning 
them down or offering other names 
in exchange. Board consists of 
Frank Whitbeck, Jeff Lazarus, Arch 
Reeve, A. M. Botsford and William 
Wright. 

Three changes during 2 Par pic- 
ture’s production, or after produc- 
tion, have not been unusual. It 
kept the press agents dizzy trying 
to keep pace and cost the studio 
plenty in wasted publicity. 





Brandt Staying On 


Hollywood, June 27. 

Jack Skirball, general sales man- 
ager for Educational, and Joe Gold- 
berg, general sales manager for 
World Wide, now attending the 
World Wide convention here go east 
Thursday night (39). 

Joe Brandt, the W W prexy, will 
remain here for a month. 





Jack Gain at Fox 


Hollywood, June 27. 

Jack Gain, who was labor con- 
tact for picture producers, has a 
new job. 

Hereafter he will function solely 
as casting director for Fox. 
Producers’ Association meeting 
tomorrow (28) will pick a successor 





to Gain. 





Producer-Employee Agreement Nears 


Settlement on Thalberg Insistence 


—_—- 





Hollywood, June 27. 
With Irving Thalberg insisting 
that the committee representing all 
branches of the Academy of Motion 
Picture Arts and Sciences’ be 
doubled in number to put the final 
touches to the proposed Producers- 
Employees pact, speedy headway is 
anticipated. Pact will be up for 
general approval of the entire mem- 
bership of the Academy at a gen- 

eral meeting to be held in July. 
After holding several meetings 
last week, Thalberg told members 
of the other branches that the pro- 
ducers would give the pact a one- 
year trial providing certain modifi- 


Some way be devised for creation 
of new machinery to handle dis- 
puted matters following receipt of 
complaints handled by present con- 
ciliation group. These ideas of 
Thalberg’s were finally approved at 
a meeting of the Board of Directors 
of the Academy last Wednesday 
night (22). 

Committee appointed to make 
final changes for general approval 
ef entire membership consists of 
Irving Thalberg, Sam Hardy, Con- 
rad Nagel, Benjamin Glazer, Al 
Cohn, Frank Capra, Frank Lloyd, 
Nugent Slaughter, M. C. Levee, 
president of the Academy, and Ed- 





cations were made and the compul- 
sory arbitration clause 
This phase of the agreement, he 
said, could be handled within the 
Academy. 

On Disputes P 


In place of the compulsory 
clause, Thalberg requested that 





eliminated. | 


;pact to enable 


; acceptance, = 


win Loeb, attorney for the pro- 
ducers. 

It is understood all activities of 
the studios will be suspended the 
night of final presentation of the 
every member of 
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Merger of Film and Vande Bookings 
For Co-ordination Is RKO's New Plan 


+ —-~ 





Eventual consolidation of thé 
booking ends of the RKO film and 
vaude divisions is seen in the play 


which that company has put under 
way for the specialized booking 
treatment for theatres on the basig 
of the individual needs of a house, 
The idea is to permit the penciling 
in of a full program from screen to 
stage on a basis of locality fitnesg 
and timeliness. 

In charge of this play is a Film 
Dating Committee named by H. Ba 
Franklin, RKO prexy. This coma 
mittee includes Phil Reisman, Her« 
schel Stuart, Nate Blumberg and 
George Godfrey. .Reisman is V.-De 
and general manager of the RKO 
film booking company. Godfrey, 
represents the vaude booking end. ‘ 

It’s a cooperative move, formu« 
lated by the theatre minds, to bring 
a closer working order between the 
two divisions 


of film and vaude 
booking. 
Possibilities 
Possibilities are that the plan 


may lead to an eventual change« 
over of the whole present booking 
system in the company and maybe 
reach beyond RKO to other firms. 
That’s mostly conjecture as the 
plan so far is in its formaiive 
stage. 

The RKO Film Dating Commite« 
tee is aimed to permit discussicn of 
both films and vaude on a basis of 
peculiar fitness to a particular 
house at a given time. 

From the face of things it looks 
like neither films nor vaude will be 
routed hereafter throughout the 
circuit on a blanket basis after a 
purchase without allowing for a 
hangover en route to permit many 
shifts under changing conditions. 
Hereafter showing of a film on its 
first three days will determine its 
future routing. For that purpose the | 
Film Dating Committce, so-called, 
will meet every Monday morning, 
On that day they will discuss the 
future allocation of films and vaude 
as on the results obtained the first 
half. 


Women’s Club Conv. 
Votes ‘Hands Off’ on 
Regulation of Films 


Seattic, June 27. 
The General Federation of Woe 
men’s Clubs, in natioral convention 
here last week, defected a resolue 
tion that advocated establishment of 
a U. S. Bureau for regulation of 
motion pictures. Feceral supere- 
vision of pictures was thus disap- 
proved. 
Defeat of the proposal was by 
overwhelming vote after leading 
women from Caiifornia declared 
that improvement was now being 
made in pictures, through co-opera- 
tion between the women’s clubs and 
the leaders in the film industry. 


Such a national bureau, it was 
shown, would entail too great an 
expense. 


Masquers’ Officers 


Hollywood, June 27. 

Masquers elected following offi- 
cers Saturday (25): Sam Hardy, 
Harlequin; Antonio Moreno, Pier- 
rot; Donald Lee, Punchinello; Har- 
vey Clark, Croesus; Earle Foxe 
Pantaloon, and Edward Earle, 
Reader. 

Elected for three-year terms on 
the Jesterate are William Jennings 
Bryan, Jr., Andrew J. Callaghan, 
Walter Hiers, Lawrence Wheat and 
Lew Cody. Ned Sparks gets a one- 
year term. 


U Sluffs Horror Pic 


Hollywood, June 27. 
After several months on the 
script, Universal calied off ‘Invisi- 
ble Man,’ H. G. Wells’ horror story. 
Cyril Gardner, director, does “Al 
American’ instead. 








HALO FOR MAYOR 
Hollywood, June 27. 
Columbia will rewrite ‘Night 
Mayor,’ bought from San Marx last 


week. In the original story the 
mayor was a heavy. 
Studio figures it may be con- 


strued as a slam on Mayor Walker 
of New York so has assigned Gere 





the body to be present and vote on 


trude Purcell to whitewash thé 


‘ character 
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Outlining Special Duties for Lasky, 


Par-Schulberg 


sainmasbsinntacincaven + 


Hollywood, June 27. 

Looks as if Jesse Lasky will re- 
gnain with Paramount at its Holly- 
mood studio in supervision of a spe- 
cial phase of production that is be- 
ing worked out for him. The new- 
ly created department Lasky would 
head, from accounts, has to do with 
cost control on production before 
pictures go into work and, in an ad- 
wisory way, with weighing of values, 
results, star angles, etc., on comple- 
tion when they are ready to be sold. 

Lasky’s leave of absence was up 
fyesterday (Monday). 

Meanwhile, Paramount is report- 
ed having reached a settlement with 
B. P. Schulberg, erstwhile gen. mgr. 
of production at the coast studio, 
paying over $190,000 to him in set- 
tlement of his contract. 

It has been presumed on the in- 
Bide right along that Lasky would 
be taken care of in some official 
production capacity. His contract 
has until January, 1934, to go. 

Since the Schulberg settlement, 
Emanuel Cohen is in command of 
all Paramount production under 
Sam Katz with whom he has been 
on the coast. 

There is no indication yet as to 
Wwhén Katz will return to New York, 
but it is expected he won't come 
east until early fall. 

B. P. Schulberg, since his return 
from New York, has been sojourn- 
ing at his Malibu home. Says could 
not make deal with S. A. Lynch as 
active partner, as the latter has a 
year to go under sell-out agreement 
to’ Paramount-Publix whereby he 
cannot enter into any branch of 
amusements. 

Likely that Schulberg will wind 
up at one of the local studios as 
an associate producer. Reported he 
had conferences with the United 
Artist group after returning. 


RKO Rejects Receiver 
As Means of Solving 


Problem in Orpheum 





RKO is reported to have decided 
definitely not to put its Orpheum 
circuit subsidiary through a receiv- 
ership action. Understanding is that 
costs and carrying charges have 
been reallocated with this purpose 
in, view. 

Belief has been that when RKO 
assumed the Orpheum theatres the 
parent company planned amortiza- 
tion on these properties over a pe- 


riod of eight or nine years, This 
is now understood to have been 
changed so that the new span in 


which to pay off is extended to 12 
or 15 years. It means that instead 
of delving into the exechequer for 
around $1,000,009 yearly for Or- 
pheum, RKO will henceforth assign 
about $750,000 annually to the obli- 
gation. 

The new arrangement also ex- 
tends to such subsidiaries as the 
Interstate, Libson houses, etc. 


G. T. E.’S REORG. PLAN 
ANNOUNCED SHORTLY 


Announcement of General Thea- 
tres reorganization plan is expected 
to be forthcoming within the next 
few days. No change in the pre- 
viously reported plan is looked for. 
The one expected to be announced 
calls for the issuance of a new pre- 
ferred stock issue which will be 
offered to Chase bank and to holders 
of *TE debenture stock. 
company is now in receivership. 

Terms on which the preferred 
stock will be issued is not known. 
U. S. Senator Hastings of Delaware 
is receiver of the company. 





AYLESWORTH-BROWN IN CHI 
Hiram S. Brown leaves for Chi- 
cago today (Tuesday) to join M. H. 
Aylesworth at the Democratic con- 
vention. 
,oth will remain there 
@s spectators only. 


all week, 


The | 


Settle for $190,000 





Considine Joins Metro 


Culver City, June 27. 
John W. Considine, Jr., now at 
Metro as an aide to Irving Thal- 
berg. Last at Fox. 
Joins Paul Bern 
Sullivan as 
Thalbereg. 


and C. Gardner 
sub-producer under 





NO LONGER 
TOUGH 


Columbus, June 27. 


Censoring of talkers by the state 
of Ohio’s rabid board is prac- 
tically a closed chapter here, with 
signs pointing to the complete de- 
mise of this part of the state’s 
work in the not distant future. 

The most recent blow against the 
board was dealt after ‘Merrily We 
Go to Hell’ was butchered so com- 
pletely that everything but the 
characters was lost in the shuffle. 

Following the rescinding of these 
cuts, after press, public and the 
film exchange squawked, talk 
against the work of the board has 
become so violent in these parts 
that it is not at all surprising to 
learn from the various exchanges 
that entire talkers are now being 
passed as okay with never a 
thought of a deletion. The board 
may only have temporary cold feet, 
but the exchanges don’t think so. 

Reports are that all flickers are 


being viewed by the chopping 
moguls in a ‘most haphazard’ 
manner. 





Shrine Conv. Will 
Spend $40,000 for 
Its Own Film Bally 


Hollywood, June 27. 

With the producers as a body re- 
fusing to expend any money toward 
an industry display at the Shrine 
convention in San Francisco July 
27, the latter’s committee has con- 
tracted with George Bingham to 
build 15 floats there for around $20,- 
000 to represent all the companies, 
and is also inviting the picture 
stars, through Governor Rolph, with 
stars to come on a special train. 

This gesture will cost the Shrine 
about $40,000. 


GERMAN KIDNAPPING 
PIC COLD FOR U. S.-COL. 


After completing two reels Col- 
umbia suddenly stopped work on 
dubbing ‘M’ into English. It's a 
|German thriller based on baby kid- 
| napping and killing. Columbia had 
|bought the U. S. distribution rights 
'from Tobis several months ago. 

Understood that pressure 











was 


| 
| neousihe to bear on Columbia not to | 


|monkey with the subject matter be- 
|cause of the Lindbergh case despite 
| the fact the film was made abroad 
|and bought for the U. S. by Col- 
jumbia before the Hopewell matter 
| became prominent. 


Pathe Dropping Lalley 


Hollywood, June 27 
Fred Lalley, executive in Pathe'’s 
| New York studio and indicted with 


| John C. Flinn in connection with 
ithe New York Pathe fire, goes off 
(30). 


Lalley has had an office at Pathe 


her Pathe payroll Thursday 
| studio here the past two years. 


w 


OHIO CENSORS 


COCERN OVER 
NEW FILM PLOTS 


way Plays for Screen— 
Used to Average 25-35% 
—Now Down to 10%— 
May Force Pix Into Legit 
Financing and Production 





BUT $500,000 EXPENDED 


Precarious future of Broadway 


legit production for next season has 
the film producers worried over this 
source of film story supply. Less 
and less is the Broadway stage 
furnishing Hollywood with picture 
material. 

While it’s almost impossible to 
predict the quantity of future stage 
production, the comparative figures 
for the past three seasons have 
shown a dwindling amount of legit 
entries and an even more marked 
reduction in the number of plays 
taken for pictures. 

For the ’31-’32 season, only 10% 
of the 152 plays on the boards went 
to Hollywood. The previous average 
has been 25-30%, and with more 
plays to choose from, 

From the film end, this narrow- 
ing down of the legit field, with its 
direct co-relation to the picture 
market, will make it more and more 
of a problem to select suitable pic- 
ture story material. 

Only 15 Sold 

The past legit season saw only 
15 plays sold for films as against a 
previously annual estimated aver- 
age of 30. 

This has necessarily cut down le- 
git’s income possibilities from the 
films. The total money derived by 
legit this way, for 1931-32, in sales 
of screen rights is estimated at 
$500,000. That’s less than half the 
usual average of previous years. 
The analysis of the figures thus in- 
dicates that from a 4-1 chance in 
previous years it dropped to around 
10-1 in the season just past. 

Among the organized legit groups 
only the Theatre Guild stands with 
any promise of future hope as a 
screen play source. Organization of 
the American Theatre Society in 
combination with Erlangers and tne 
Shuberts offers the Guild an op- 
portunity to reach out beyond its 
accustomed five to 10 productions 
for the coming season. 

However, the chances of the film 
industry to draw on the Guild pro- 
duction for screen acceptances is 
very limited due to a workings ar- 
rangement that the 
has with Metro whereby that com- 
pany gets first choice. 

In the 16 acceptances by films 
from the 1921-32 season, only four 


(Continued on page 36) 


organization | 





| Prospect for New Legit Sea- | 
son Pessimistic — Dwind- | 
ling Percentage of Broad- | 
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Producers Pact with Agents 
Dies After Long Bickering, 


So A.M.A. Seeks Academy Bid 





Naked Truth 


Hollywood, June 27. 
A short short story appear- 
ing in the classified ad section 


of the ‘Hollywood Citizen- 
News:’ 

‘Publicity and advertising 
expert will exchange services 
for men’s clothing.’ 











BLUMEY SEEN IN 
FOX THEATRE 
RCRSHIP 


That ‘unnamed creditor’ who may 
file a judgment against Fox The- 
atres for $355,000 has been indicated 
unofficially as A. C. Blumenthal. 
Apprehensive mention of such a 
judgment by an anoymous creditor 
was made in the petition for ap- 
pointment of an equity receiver for 
the company. W. W. Atkinson and 
John F. Sherman were named re- 
ceivers under joint bond of $100,000 
Tuesday (21) by Federal Judge 
Martin Manton in New York. 

The receivership came by way of 
agreement on the part of Fox The- 
atres which claimed solvency, but 
didn’t have sufficient liquid assets 
to meet its current obligations. Its 
total debts run to over $13,000,000, 
acording to the record. 


The $355,000 is believed to be part 
of the settlement price of $400,000 
gained by Blumenthal in a two-year 
controversy with the Fox people 
over a commission claim by Blum- 
enthal in connection with his 
putting over the Fox-Loew stock 
deal of 1929. 

$50,000,000 Assets 

Assets of the company are listed 
at something over $50,000,000. The 
greatest of these is stated as being 
the company’s suit against William 
Fox and others to regain $5,000,000 
for allegec manipulation of the 
company’s assets in prior years. 

Included in the company’s assets 
is $204,808, as owed by Loew's. 
This may cover Loew's purchase 
price of the Fox Washington. Also 
a cash position of $204,808. 

Among the company’s debts is 
$546,647 owned Fox Films, mostly 
for film rentals. 

Co-defendents in the company’s 
suit against William Fox are Jack 
G. Leo, Eva Fox, Carolyn Leah 
Tauszig, John Zanft, Jacob Ruben- 
stein and Bessie Livingston. 








Hollywood, June 27. 





New York will not interfere with 
|Fox studio production except in 
|eases of policy, Sidney R. Kent 
stated last week, just before leav- 
ing here for the east and a Euro- 
pean trip, in announcing that Win- 


| field Sheehan will have full say 
over production. 
Considerable changes in person- 


nel will take place, says Kent, who 


| with accounting department 


No Eastern Interference with Fox 
Studio, Says Kent; Sweeping Starts 


eliminated 
taking 


sonnel department was 


its work over. Sid Bowen, head of 
personnel, is out. Also Maitland 
Rice, music’ department head, who 
‘is supplanted by Ben Jackson, 
{formerly in charge. Archie Buch- 
anan, long assistant to Raoul 
| Walsh, another departee. Others 


added that efficient employees 
|} would be retained despite their |: 
' ese . . 
;former political connections. Ex- 
| 


pects production to be at full speed 
in four weeks. 


Five Friends Fade 
| Five Friends Plan, welfare or 
|;f@anization to eare for unemployed 


} workers, has been dropped and per- 


+ 


have been discarded for good, in- | 
|cluding ‘State Fair.’ 
New York story department 


missing are Orville Dull, executive, 


and Gertrude Orr and Charlotte | 
Miller, from the scenario staff 
Further work on ‘Rackety Rax’ 


and ‘Cavalcade’ has been suspended 


temporarily. Several properties 


which okayed all stories before they 
went into production, will be 
dropped, accordisg to Kent 


ee = 


Hollywood, June 27. 
Getting nowhere in their negotia- 
tions with the Producers’ associa- 
tion represented by Edwin Loeb, 
ringleaders of the Artists’ Managers 


Association have switched their 
tactics of aggressio.. and are at- 
tempting an entrance into the 
Academy of Motion Picture Arts 
and Sciences as a body. 

This came when Loeb called off 
all dealings aft.r three futile 
months of conferences with an 
A.M.A,. committee, 

No provision is in the Academy 


constitution for any one except in- 
dividuals who have done something 
to further the industry at large. 
Aside from the present five 
branches, no other group is per- 
mitted. 

Special section for membership is 
open to those who do not belong 
in the other categories and individ- 
ual agents may apply for member- 
ship in this on the basis of their 
records. A present there are three 
agents who are members of the 
Academy, all through their previous 
studio connections. These are John 
Cc. Flinn, of Collier-Flinn; A, 
George Voelck, of Joyce Selznick, 
and Dave Thompson. 


FELD, COWAN T0 
PAR PIC. PROD.’ 





Milton H. Feld and James Cowan 
will join the Paramount production 
forces at the Hollywood studio by 
the fall, according to information, 
Cowan was last in charge of Par 
production at the Astoria, L. L, 
plant under Walter Wanger and still 
holds a contract with P-P that 
has some time yet to go. 

Feld, a theatre operator for Pub- 
lix, is presently looking over stories 
to assimilate production matters, 


FOX SETTLEMENT, THEN 
M-G JOB FOR ROCKETT 


Hollywood, June 27. 

Al Rockett, Fox associate pro- 
ducer, is reported settling his con- 
tract to run 15 months at $2,000 
weekly with that studio, and will 
then join M-G-M as an associate 
producer, it is believed. 

Rockett became head of Fox pro- 
duction forces at the time Winnie 
Sheehan started on his six-month 
vacation. He ran the studio under 
supervision of Richard A, Rowland 
until the advent of Sidney Kent and 
held the job until Sheehan returned 
last week. 


FIGHT FILM BILLED 
OVER GARBO IN PITTS. 


Sy hed 
Zle 














Pittsburgh, June 
Schmeling-Sharkey fight picture, 
an 2#A€cd attraction at the Penn 
this week, is being billed over the 
feature, ‘New Morals for Old,’ the 
first time on record around here. 
It has often been the custom to 
give an outstanding stage name 
precedence over film billing, but 
never before fight pictures, no 
matter how important the cham- 
pionship. 


Morosco-Fox 


Hollywood, June 27. 


Walter Morosco, who last pro- 
duced pictures in England for 
Paramount, has been engaged as ag 


j assistant to Sol Wurtzel at ‘Fox. 
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Mayfair's ‘Bring Em 


Back’ B Bally 


Making All Bway Deluxers Very 
Much ‘Barnum-Your-Front’ Minded 








The Mayfair, New York, house 
front on ‘Bring ’Em Back Alive’ 
may be reropnsible for a new vogue 
on displays that will strictly lean 


to animation, but, as as great an 


extent as possible, do away witb. 
costly electrical effects. The talk 
of the street since it went up, the 
Mayfair display has been widely 
discussed by theatre men and ex- 
ploitation experts. 

Agreement in all quarters is that 
the Mayfair front is bringing ‘em 
in and that in view of its cost it’s 
the most valuable exhibit the street 
has seen. Many showmen still re- 
fuse to believe the total cost of the 
Mayfair front was only $5,142, in- 
cluding outright buy of the moving 
mechanical animals, 

In that the Mayfair exhibit 
comes at a time when showmen 
are trying to figure new ways of 
attracting business, the street has 
suddenly become house front-con- 
scious. 

Pioneering WB 

Warners were the pioneers when 
Harry Charnas’ elaborate display 
on ‘Noah’s Ark’ at the Winter Gar- 
den stood WB $32,000. Langdon 
McCormick, who built it, got $15,- 
000 alone. The electrical end was 


(Continued on page 17) 


VON STROHEIM CHEAPER 
THAN SIX WRITERS 


Hollywood, June 27. 

After spending $30,000 in prepar- 
mg ‘Walking Down Broadway’ for 
the screen, Fox has taken Eric von 
Stroheim back on the payroll to 
finish what he started before de- 
parting for an acting part at Radio. 

Original Stroheim script num- 
bered 900 pages, but after trying 
six different writers on the cutting 
down process without satisfaction, 
Fox figured it cheaper to bring the 
writer back on the story. 











DUMB BEAUTS 


Goldwyn’s Call For High School 
Girls Nets Matrons 








Hollywood, June 27. 
Over 1,200 girls answered Sam 
Goldwyn’s newspaper blurbs for 


chorus girls for Eddie Cantor’s ‘Kid 
From Spain.’ Goldwyn, through the 
press, let it be known that profes- 
sional chorines interviewed didn’t 
come up to his expectations and he 
was going to seek his chorus of 125 
from high school girls of L. A. 

Of the first 1,200 who applied at 
the studio, only 24 .zsere selected 
and *hen only in pencil. More than 
half of the girls, though claiming 
high school age, hadn’t seen a do- 
mestic science book in years. 





Murphy Gets ‘Key’ 


Hollywood, June 27. 


Dudey Murphy has been assigned 
adaptation and direction of ‘The 
Glass Key,’ Dashiell Hammett’s 
novel, at Paramount. 

Studio assigned him to the yarn 
after he had turned down the di- 
rection of ‘Hot Saturday.’ 


L. A. to N. Y. 


Leslie Banks. 

Al Goodhart. 

Al Hoffman. 

Sol Lesser. 

Al Lewis. 
Donovan Pedelty. 
Jack Skirball 
Joe Goldberg. 








N. Y. to L. A. 


Phil Adler. 
Walter Hart. 
Carl Laemmle. 
Mario Luporint 
Albert Maltz. 
Robert V. Newman 
Sid Silvers. 
George Sklar. 
Tom Van Dyke. 
Mildred Walsh. 
Basil Woon. 


Cliff Lewis Resigns; Al 
Selig Succeeds at Par 


Cliff Lewis, 
tising director, has resigned effec- 
tive Saturday (2). 


nection, at present in negotiation, 
will be announced later. 
Succeeding Lewis over Par adver- 
tising, Al Selig joins Monday (4). 
Selig was last adv. and pub. direc- 
tor for Columbia and previously for 
years in that same capacity with 
Tiffany. 

Lewis leaves Par after 12 years 
with that company. 


NEWCASTLE DROPS OWN 
WB SUIT, JOINS KOPLAR 


Wilmington, June 27. 
Stories that the present receiver- 
ship litigation here against Warners 
is connected with similar actions 
against the firm filed two years ago 
were spiked by the defense prepara- 
tory to filing an answer to the al- 
legations in the one action remain- 
ing. 
This suit is in Federal Court. 
Another filed by Marinus P. V. 
Newcastle suddenly disappeared 
when former Judge Hugh M. 
Morris, counsel for Warners, con- 
sented to withdrawal. Newcastle 
will now join the Harry Koplar re- 
ceivership action in Federal court 
as intervenor. 
Real motive behind the Koplar 
suit, said Warner counsel, would be 
given in the answerinz paper which 
has been drawn up. Understanding 
is that it will be charged the suit 
is an attempt of a small group to 
gain control of Warners by having 
favorable receivers named, at least 
temporarily. 


Plaintiffs Stand 


Plaintiffs are sticking to the 
ostensible motives for the action 
@s set forth in the complaint, 
which lists a variety of malprac- 
tices on the part of the firm’s pres- 
ent command. Defense counsel, 
headed by former Judge Hugh M. 
Morris, trace the last three Warner 
receivership actions to the same 
group. They are all being handled 
by the same legaler.. But every- 
body concerned denies connection 
with a pair of receivership actions 
filed against Warners in Chancery 
Court here a couple of years ago. 
So far, none of the many re- 
ceivership actions against Warners 
has reached the open court. Warner 
counsel has been trying to get the 
tangle cleared for some definite 
court action. This is understood as 
the reason for consenting to with- 
drawal of the Newcastle action, 
knowing Newcastle would join 
Koplar, 

While heading the WB defense, 
Judge Morris has also been retained 
by Sarlat Brothers, of New York, 
in a receivership action against De- 
Forest Radio. No immediate con- 
nection between this and the WB 
petitions is seen here. 

Temporary receivers, W. S. Berg- 
land, Wilmington, and Leslie S. 
Gordon, Ridgewood, N. J., were ap- 
pointed this week by Judge Nields. 
Not believed that the petition for 
permanent receivers will be pressed 
here because of a _ similar suit 
pending in New Jersey. 


F-WC Shifts 


Los Angeles, June 27. 

Lew Clarke, manager of 12 Bay 
district houses for F-WC, with 
headquarters at Santa Monica, re- 
signed June 25, with Norman 
Sproul, manager of the Florence at 
Compton, Calif., replacing. 

Charles Jones, manager of the 
Uptown, resigned, replaced by 
Marty Schwartz, who was manag- 
ing the Boulevard. Bob Smith re- 
placed Schwartz at the Boulevard. 


MAKING IT OFFICIAL 
Hollywood, June 27, 

New York execs have advised 
Metro Coast officials that deals have 
been consummated for ‘Good Earth’ 
and “The Laughing One.’ 

Latter is a short story by Crosbie 
Garstin. Published in ‘Delineator’ 


Paramount’s adver- 


His future con- 

















about two years ago. 





ist Runs on Broadway 
(Subject to Change) 





Week July 1 


Paramount—‘Make 
Star’ (Par). 
Capitol—‘Red Headed Wo- 
man’ (Metro) (30). 
Rivoli—‘Aren’t 
(Par) (30). 
Strand—‘Winner Take All’ 
(WB) (3d week). 
Mayfair—‘Bring ’Em Back 
Alive’ (Radio) (3d week). 


Me a 


We All? 


Rialto—‘Scarface’ (UA) (6th 
week). 
Winter Garden — ‘Mystery 


Ranch’ (Fox) (29). 
Cameo—‘Danger of the Arc- 
tic.’ 





Week July 8 
Paramount—‘Million Dollar 
Legs’ (Par). 


Capitol—‘ Unashame@’ 
(Metro) (7). 


Rivoli—‘Aren’t We All?’ 
(Par) 2a week). 
Strand — ‘Miss Pinkerton’ 


(WB). 
Mayfair—‘What Price Holly- 
wood’ (Radio). 
Rialto—‘Freaks’ (Metro) (7). 
Winter Garden — ‘Mystery 
Ranch’ (Fox) (2d week). 
Cameo—‘Danger of the Arc- 
tic,” 





$2 Picture 
‘Grand Hotel’ (Metro) (As- 
tor) (12th week). 





Foreign Films 

*‘Kongress Tanzt’ (Ufa) (Ger- 
man) (Little Carnegie) (3rd 
week). 

Schubert’s Frueshlingstraum’ 
(Atlas) (German) (Europa) 
(2nd week). 

‘Falscher Feldmarschal’ 
(Capital) (Cerman) (Hinden- 
berg) (29). 


CON. LABS NOW 
FINANCING 
EDUC. 


Already financing quite a few in- 
dependents this season, Consoli- 
dated labs has just loaned Educa- 


tional funds to carry out the cur- 
rent year’s production. Along with 
the deal Consolidated gets all of 
Educational’s printing, up to now 
d.ne by L.man Howe, Inc. 
Financing indies always carries 
wi. it the printing job, with Con- 
solidated admittedly anxious to en- 
courage indies on making film in 
order to snare the lab work. Among 
indie producers financed by Con- 
solidated this year are Allied, Rich- 
ard Talmadge Productious, Mascot 
(Nat Levine), Amedee J. Van Beu- 
ren and Trem Carr. As security for 
the fina..cing, Con obtains a lien on 
the negative and is assigned by the 
producer the sales contracts on the 
pictures involved. 
It <iso insists that any indie thus 
financed must first sell its product, 
obtaining sales contracts, before the 
money is turned over. Thus, a defi- 
nite collateral is provided for Con 
as backer. "The lien on the nega- 
tive is a further protective meas- 
ure, so that if left holding contracts 
they will have clearances of the 
print to carry out those contracts. 
Con’s printing capacity at the 
Fort Lee plant, where it has spent 
$2,500,000, is now a billion feet a 
year. It handles the lab work for 
all the majors excepting Para- 
mount, Warner Bros. and Fox, who 
do their own. A report is that Fox 
may soon swing over for printing. 

















CAUGHT OFF FIRST 
Hollywood, June 27. 

Tala Birell went to San Diego last 
week for a personal appearance be- 
fore the veterans’ convention. Took 
a trip to Tiajuna. Universal had to 
post a bond for $300 before she was 
permitted to return, 

Forgot to have her passport val- 
idated, 





More Jungles 


Los Angeles, June 27. 
Max Marcin and Anthony Cold- 
eway have been assigned to write 
a jungle story for Paramount, aug- 
menting Columbia’s ‘Female Tar- 





zan’ and Metro’s ‘Tarzan’ sequel. 
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| Hollywood 





weekly ‘Variety.’ 


department. 


Briefly rewritten extracts from ‘Variety’s’ Hollywood Bulletin, printed: 
each Friday in Hollywood, and placed as a wrapper upon the regular 


The Bulletin does not circulate other than on the Pacific Slope. 
News from the Dailies in Los Angeles will be found in that customary 





Dorothy Lee back from N. Y. 


Rothacker for Europe 


Watterson Rothacker left here 
June 24 for three months abroad, 
sailing July 2 from N. Y. 





Berke Goes to Dog 
Resigning as assistant to C. C. 
Burr, William Berke will make four 
state-right features starring Flash, 
dog actor. 





Roach building up weak sequences 
in Laurel and MHardy’s feature, 
‘Pack Up Your Troubles,’ after its 
San Diego preview. 





Montgomery’s Legit 
Third starrer for Douglass Mont- 
gomery at the Pasadena Community 
Playhouse will be Ramon Romero's 
dramatization of Tully Grayson’s 
‘Everything Goes,’ opening about 
Aug. 1. 





Clyde Goes Educational 
When Sennett failed to re-option 
Andy Clyde, comic signed an Edu- 
cational contract for nine two-reel- 
ers. First, directed by Harry Ed- 
wards, starts July 15. 





Retake route for 
Legs’ at Par. 


‘Million-Dollar 





Davies’ Party Names 

For the party sequence in Marion 
Davies’ ‘Good Time Girl,’ Metro is 
seeking Olsen and Johnson and Nick 
Lucas. Already set are Jimmy Du- 
rante, Clyde Cook and the Dicksons, 
dance team from the Chinese the- 
atre prolog. 





Cortez- Morley 
Next for Ricardo Cortez at Radio 
will be ‘Phantom of Crestwood’ with 
Karen Morley, loaned by Metro, op- 
posite, and J. Walter Rubin direct- 
ing. Starts about Aug. 1. 





Richard -Marshall and Roy Miller 
handling one and two nighters for 
‘Grand Hotel’ in the San Bernardino 
and Imperial Valley territory, start- 
ing July 5 at Calexico. 





Olsen-Johnson Cut Route 
In order to be in New York July 7 
for their first Fleischmann hour 
broadcast, Olsen and Johnson can- 
celled last three weeks of their tour, 
closing here June 24. 


Borzage’s Vogue 
Paramount and Mary Pickford 
are trying to borrow Frank Borzage 
from Fox. Par wants the director 
for ‘Farewell to Arms,’ Miss Pick- 
ford for the Frances Marion story 
now in preparation. M. C. Levee, 
now managing Borzage, will try to 
straighten things out so the director 
will get both jobs. 


Dillon for Bow 
John Francis Dillon assigned to 
direct Clara Bow in ‘Call Her Sav- 
age’ at Fox. Story now completed 
and production set for July 18. 





Fairbanks’ ‘Crusoe’ Burn 

Douglas Fairbanks has protested 
to the Hays office use of the title 
‘Robinson Crusoe’ by Universal on 
a forthcoming production. Fair- 
banks claims priority of the title for 
his Sonth Sea picture tentatively 
titled ‘A Modern Robinson Crusoe.’ 





Tower theatre cutting the budget 
has let out Al Popel, assistant man- 
ager. 





lf Any 
Police chiefs of the various stu- 
dios will soon meet weekly at the 
Producers’ Association for inter- 
change of ideas. 





Par Drops West Point 
West Point story being written by 
William Slavens McNutt called off 
at Paramount as untimely. Atmos- 
phere footage made at the war col- 
lege by Schuyler Grey shelved for 
future use. 





Meeting of the technicians’ branch 
of the Academy scheduled for Tues- 
day (28) at Paramount to demon- 
strate latest improvements in trans- 
parent photography and sound re- 
cording. 





Unused Ingenue 
Changing his mind on the type 
which should appear with Eddie 
Cantor in ‘Kid from Spain,’ Samuel 
Goldwyn has returned Diane Sin- 
clair to Metro, from whence she was 
borrowed. 





Lab and Cutter ’Plaints 

Attempt will be made to force 
recognition for film editors and 
adopt new,wage scale for labora- 
tory workers when the studio labor 
unions meet with the producers in 
New York this week. Both divisions 
are operating under the charter of 
local 683, I. A. T. S. E. 





Arthur Sheekman was recalled by 
Paramount to do additional work on 
‘Horsefeathers’ script. Four Marxes 
resumed production last week. 








Taylor Outdoors 
Estelle Taylor set as femme lead 
in C. C. Burr’s ‘Western Limited’ for 
Monogram, Others cast are Ed-« 
mund Burns, Ivan Lebedeff, Marian 
Shockley, Gertrude Astor and Phil-e 
lips Smalley. 





U Wants Lombard 
Universal is trying to borrow 
Carole Lombard from Paramount 
for ‘Okay America,’ columnist yarn, 
William (Stage) Boyd also wanted,. 





Skouras Keeps Looking 

Charles Skouras, Al Hansen, Foxe 
West Coast Southern Cal. manager, 
and Louis Cohen made & three-day 
inspection tour of F-WC theatres 
last week. Skouras is going into the 
northern divisions within the next 
two weeks. 


Shelve Gable Yarn 
Metro postponed production off 
‘China Seas,’ Clark Gable’s next, 
pending revamping of the story. 


Pine on Par Council 
Bill Pine, new exploitation man on 
Paramount’s staff, added to the ade 
vertising council, 
B. & C. Show Dates 
‘Reunion in Vienna’ with Ina 
Claire will open at Santa Barbara 
July 1 for two nights, going to the 
Curran, San Francisco, July 4. 
Belasco & Curran are moving 
‘Whistling in the Dark’ from the 
Belasco here to the Geary, Frisco. 
Belasco goes dark until ‘Vienna’ 
comes south. 





Arms and the Man 

When a plainclothesman stopped 
Bill Arms, operating 2 sound truck 
ballyhooing ‘Grand Hotel’ at the 
Chinese, and flashed his badge, de- 
manding that Arms show his per- 
mit, later thought it was a phoney 
buzzer and called a traffic cop to 
arrest the imposter. At the police 
station, the accoster proved to be 
the McCoy and Arms wriggled out 
of it by apologizing. 


J. bb. McGowan’s 
J. P. McGowan, director of west« 
erns and now writing for Mascot, 
filed a voluntary bankruptcy peti- 
tion here. 








Beverly Hill Billies booked to 
headline Downtown Warners begin- 
ning June 30. 


U Combines ‘Knights’ 

Floyd Gibbons’ ‘Red Knight’ will 
be produced as sixth war picture 
this year for Universal. Company 
has owned ‘Red Knight of Germany’ 
by Baron von Richtofen for past 
four years and will probably com- 
bine both stories. 





Irene Kuhn, recently of Fox, now 
with Principal writing dubbing di- 
alog. 





Preferred labor claims totaling 
$1,400 were awarded five employees 
of Creco, Inc., film lighting equip- 
ment concern. 





M. D. Doc’ Howe, F. & M. book- 
ing chief, returned to the Coast 
June 24. Will remain here for some 
time. 





Watkins Takes Cash 
Maurine Watkins is reported to, 
have settled with Fox for $7,500 on 
contract calling for one more pic- 
ture. 





Futter Buys ‘Grizzly’ 

World rights, excepting three 
countries, to John Utterstrom’s 
‘Trail of the Grizzly’ has been pur- 
chased by Walter Futter. Release 
must be held back three months to 
enable picture to get under way in 
Norway, Sweden and Denmark. 





John David Horeiey, little theatre 
actor, gets first big film break in 
Rogers’ ‘70,000 Witnesses.’ 


Hughes Pays for H-F 
Labor claim of $149 due staff of 
Fort Bragg, Calif., theatre was paid 

(Continued on page 35) 


Kernell Back at Fox 


Hollywood, June 27. 

William B. Kernell, who was at 
Fox four years doing music and 
dialog, is again on the payroll, hav- 
ing been returned last week. 
Kernell did considerable of the 
music at the studio, handling all 
of the Mojica pictures as well a8 
writing story. 

He is a step-son of Joseph Caw- 
thorne, veteran actor, 











BACK TOGETHER AGAIN 
With Harry Cohn on the same 
train for Hollywood, last week, Was 
Joe Brandt, former prexy of Co- 
lumbia 
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Shutdown of the Roxy, 6,200-seat 
Broadway deluxer, is expected at 
the close of the current week’s per- 
formance Thursday. (30) at mid- 
night for an indefinite period, pos- 
sibly throughout the summer. The 
closing comes in the face of indica- 
tions that the house may have to 
be foreclosed. 

An order to shut down is looked 
for from the Federal Court some 
time today (Tuesday). At the same 
time the court may take action on 
the appointment of a foreclosure 
receiver on action filed by bond- 
holders of the first mortgage. 
Parties to the action have been re- 
ported in agreement on consolida- 
tion of the foreclosure receivership 
with the present Equity receiver- 
ship. 

This may enable Attorney Harry 
G. Kosch, present Equity receiver 
for the house, to have his authority 
extended by the court to also cover 
the foreclosure receivership. 


Probable order to close the house | 


comes in the face of what Federal 
Judge Caffey stated from the bench. 
Latter’s remarks were occasioned by 
the unwillingness of the court to 
take a stand in the controversy be- 
tween the first mortgage bondhold- 
ers and those interested in the pres- 
ent receivership. 
$3,600,000 First Mortgage 

Representing the bondholders’ 
committee is Attorney Carlos L. 
Israels of the law firm of White & 
Case, downtown lawyers. The Con- 
tinental Bank & Trust Co. is trus- 
tee for the first mortgage bond of 
some $3,600,000 held by bondholders 
through S. W. Strauss & Co. 

The crux of the lawyers’ contro- 
versy arises over the possibility that 
in the probable issuance of re- 
ceivers’ certificates, which may oc- 
cur the said certificates may become 
a prior lien over everything in con- 
nection with the theatre. Presently, 
by reason of the first mortgage in- 
denture conditions, the bondholders 
hold such prior lien. 

Thus, while parties may be 
agreed on the foreclosure action, the 
bondholders’ reps feel that if the 
receivers’ certificates do become a 
prior lien on the property, the op- 
eration or the closing of the house 
be made subject to the judgment of 
the bondholders’ trustee. 

Court, however, feels this cannot 
be done as any such condition, as 
requested by the trustee for the 
bondholders, would mean that the 
receiver, who is a court Officer, 
would become subject to dictation 
by the bondholders. In essence that 
would mean an abdication of the 
vested authority of the courts in 
such receivership. 

This matter is still to be ironed 
out, but the closing order, coming 
by way of agreement of parties, if 
issued, is held to be for the pur- 
pose of permitting those presently 
operating the house to effect a re- 
organization of staff and policy. 

Revrs. Certifs. 

The original request for receivers’ 
certificates was made for an amount 
of $120,000, but later indications 
were that a lesser amount may be 
asked for today. From a show biz 
angie how far such an amount can 
g9 toward operating the Roxy is a 
matter for conjecture. The house 
deficit is estimated to be around 
$70,000 since receivership, some four 
weeks back. 

On the whole, the present agree- 
ment to close down offers a com- 
plete reversal of the stand taken by 
the receiver and his reps when ap- 
plying for a permanent receivership 
of the house. At that time it was 
indicated to the court the Roxy was 
supposedly heading into an expect- 
ed summer of prosperity providing 
the house would shut down for a 
week or two to effect certain reor- 
ganization. 

The bondholders’ reps take a dif- 
ferent stand, to the effect that the 
summer would be a flop one for the 
Roxy. 

It was indicated in court that un- 
less the receivers’ certificates were 
issued, the house couldn’t extricate 
itself from its present financial di- 
lemma and continue to operate. 

As to picture bookings no films 
have been booked at the Roxy to 
follow the current ‘Bachelor's Af- 
fairs’ (Fox). 





MRS. AL PRICE’S AUTO SMASH 


o”7 
‘. 


Hollywood, June 2 

Mrs. Al Price, whose husband be- 

comes the Fox studio publicity head 

July 1, was seriously injured Sun- 

day (26) in an automobile accident 
in Beverly Hills. 


Closing This Week: 
Bondholders Move for Foreclosure 


+ 
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COAST PEEVE 


W. E. Apparatus May Be Dumped 
by L. A. Exhibs in Retaliation 


Los Angeles, June 27. 

Unless immediate reductions in 
weekly charges covering original 
installation costs are effected by 
ERPI, several L. A. independent 
exhibitors are prepared to dump 
Western Electric equipment and 
substitute cheaper apparatus. They 
claim ERPI is demanding excessive 
weekly payments on unpaid bal- 
ances, where extensions of time are 
arranged. 





Where exhibitors are deliberately 
evading payment, Western Electric 
will go to court to collect. In mak- 
ing this known, ERPI at the same 


Town Cuts All License 
Fees on Its Theatres 


Steubenville, June 27. 


Reduction in city license fees for 
five local theatres was granted by 
passage of an ordinance by council, 
revising the monthly charge of $50 
for each theatre, regardless of its 
size. 

The new ordinance provides that 
shows charging less than 15 cents 
admission must pay a monthly li- 
cense of $20, and where admission | 
|charges are more than 15 cents a | 
| $40 fee will be charged. 














WARNERS FIGHT 
ERPI CHARGES 


Stanley Co. of America, subsidiary 
of Warner Bros., filed suit in 
Wilmington yesterday (Monday) 
against American Tel. & Tel., West- 








time has no intention of wholesale 
legal actions against accounts that 
are in arrears, many finding it 
difficult to discharge indebtedness 
' because of current business condi- 
tions. 

ERPI has just obtained court 
awards against three houses which | 
it felt were not making a sincere | 
effort to fulfill contractual obliga- 
tions. Theatres and judgments are 
Washington, Pittsburgh, Pa. $1,- 
925.96; Embassy, St. Louis, $6,749.22 
and Crescent, Chicago, $2,641.98. 


ROXY’S $30,000 ADV. 





Exploitation and newspaper ad- 
vertising of the Roxy, New York, 
for the past three weeks ran to a 
cost of around $30,000 as the house 
splurged into newspaper space for 
a grandoise fadeout before closing 
Friday (1). The magnitude of the 
campaigns attracted much attention 
from Broadway. 

The Roxy’s biggest spending on 
ads occurred the previous week, on 
holdover of the Friars’ Frolic. That 
week the advertising nut was $11,- 
000. 

Currently the ad costs are run- 
ning to $9,000. The first week of 
the Friar’s Frolic it ran to $11,000, 


shunted through the Donahue-Cole 
Ad Agency. 

Misconstruction of the statement 
of one of the agency's execs led to 
the belief that the agency was a 
creditor of the Roxy’s for some $20,- 
000, but the advertising costs are 
being paid off daily by the Roxy. 


Ass’n Naming Cohen, 


Sheehan as Directors 


Hollywood, June 27. 

Semi-annual executive meeting of 
Producers’ association scheduled for 
June 22 will be held tomorrow 
(Tuesday), with Will Hays presid- 
ing. At this session Emanuel Cohen 
will be named member of board of 
directors and _ vice-president in 
place of Ben P. Schulberg, and W. 
R, Sheehan will be returned to the 
board, succeeding Al Rockett for 
Fox. 

Discussion of the arbitration 
agreement in new Academy pact 
will also take place. 

Matter of withdrawal from organ- 
ization of Pathe and First National 
is another matter to be taken up. 
Warners claim that one membership 
is sufficient for their organizations. 


GREENBERG TAKES PLEDGE 


Slanderous Tongue Won’t Wag Any 
More He Tells Judge 








Out of jail only a couple of months 


poss a six months’ sentence for 
strong arm tactics in connection 
with operator union matters in 


New York, Theodore Greenberg was 
brought up on charges last week 
made by Albert I. Mackler, for- 
merly secretary-treasurer of Lo- 


Charged with alleged slander, 
|}Greenberg was discharged in 54th 
| Street court Friday (24) after apol- | 
j}agizing to Mackler and making an 
| affidavit that he would not in future 
lrepeat statements imputed to him. 








, . . 
Jacox’s Coast Visit 
Hollywood, June 27. 
Donald Jacox, roving general the- 


atre supervisor for Skouras Bros., | 


gets in next Monday (4) from New 
} York for a two-week survey. 


COST, FINALE SPLURGE 


| 
| 
cal 306. | 


, ticed 


| 
2) | 
| 
| 


ern Electric Co. and Electrical Re- 
search Products, Inc., to compel 
elimination of the weekly service 
charges on equipment in theatres. 

Warners seek a decree from the 
Federal court declaring that ERPI 
reproducing equipment supplied to 
theatres is actually sold and not 
leased. 











TWIN CITIES’ BEST BIZ 


Minneapolis, June 27. 
Dime houses continue to be the 


business. While the big deluxers 





Triple damage is claimed amount- 
ing to the difference between the 
amount paid to ERPI and the price 
for which repair parts can be pur- 
chased in the open market. 

The possible recovery of claims 
by Warner Bros. in this suit may 


have the effect of changing the 
whole equipment set-up of film 
business. 


The relief sought is based on the 
allegation of conspiracy of Ameri- 
can Tel. & Tel. with Western Elec- 
tric and ERPI in violation of the 
Sherman law in that defendants 
have established a monopoly of 
supplying recording and reproduc- 
ing equipment and that the require- 
ment that repairs and replacement 
of parts be purchased exclusively 
from them is a violation of the 
Clayton Act. 

Plaintiffs probably will apply for 
an injunction restraining the de- 
fendants frcm the further collec- 
tion of service charges. 

Warners are represented in the 


all of which have been paid to| ction by Samuel E. Garby, who 
date, The huge ad layouts were won the DeForest suit against 
RCA, 





For Fan Vacation 
Detroit, June 27. 

With 40 houses out of 80 closed 
Col. W. S. Butterfield thinks that all 
houses in smaller towns should 
close for from six to eight weeks 
over summer. He claims that the 
picture-going public need a rest so 
that their zest for entertainment 
can be sharpened, 


|with high overhead and compara- 
|tively stiff admissions are having | Loew is that it rallied from there 
|tough sledding, the dime grinds in| on the relapse following the sharp 
|the Minneapolis and St. Paul loops 


|are breezing through to nice profits 
|weekly,. according to Film Row 
data. Independent neighborhood 
theatres charging a dime up to 7:15 
nightly also are getting by well, a 
survey indicates. 

A group of former local film 
salesmen who got their start by 
leasing the Garrick in the St. Paul 
loop and running it as a 10c grind 
are expanding into the magnate 
class. The group is headed by M. 
E. Montgomery, former Pathe ex- 
change manager and more recently 
RKO salesman. The group recently 
acquired the 1,400-seat Princess, 
neighborhood house here. Now it 
is taking over the Marshall, another 
neighborhood theatre, to operate on 
a 10c policy. The group is said to 
be waxing prosperous. 





‘Innocent Mistake,’ Lewis 


Philip Lewis, sued by Mascot 
Pictures, informed the latter he 
would consent to an injunction re- 
straining him from trying to sell 
Mascot’s ‘King of the Kongo.’ Con- 
sent is an economic move to save 
court costs. 

Mascot charged Lewis, doing busi- 
ness as American Trading Associa- 
tion, with peddling ‘Kongo’ without 
authority. Defense was it was an 
innocent mistake. 








Distribs Forced to C.0.D. Films 
As Protection Vs. Chiseling Indies 





Uncertainty surrounding the op- 
eration of theatres, plus doubt as to 


responsibility of accounts, is mak- 
ing the marketing of film by dis- 
tributors a very precarious propo- 
sition. Never in history has the dis- 
tributor been forced to guard him- 
self so closely on contracts and 
their acceptance as today. 

During the past year, contracts 
have gene bad in so many cases, 
with playdates a total loss, that the 
major sales chiefs and their forces 





has always been unquestioned. One 
big one, for $3,000, was received by 
Metro on a ‘Grand Hotel’ road show 
date. It was finally made good, but 
not without difficulty. 

Fox, B’klyn, C.O.D. 

Fox, Brooklyn, is reported being 
C.0.D.’ed at present on film from 
Fox, that company wanting its 
money before the film goes on the 
machines. That has been going on 
for several weeks now, from inside. 

Intense multiplication of 10 and 





are exercising every ‘precaution. 
Home offices in some cases are 
burning their salesmen by refusing 
to okay applications from exhibs for 
| product. 

Bad checks are bouncing in all di- 
jrections, so much so that some of 
the distributors are beginning to 
C.O.D. theatres on general principle. 
The C.O.D. process in the past has 
been ‘resorted to in order to force 
payment on film previously played, 
while generally it has been prac- | 
against theatres where liens | 
exist or credit rating is not satis- | 
factory. 

United Artists is going farther by 
billing accounts the minute avail- 
|abilities are mailed out on play- 
| dates, trying to maintain collections | 
along with release. 

The rubber checks recently have | 
floated in from exhibitors whose in- 
j}tegrity and responsibility in the past 


lan 
| been given the film. 
picking 


15c houses throughout the country 
has increased the worry for the dis- 
trib who would sell them. Scores 
are being operated by shoestringers. 


Sometimes the fiy-by-nights blow 
suddenly or go bankrupt, the dis- 


tributor suffering loss of rental as 
well as a playdate that might have 
figured for the rest of the year if 
opposition (good) account had 
The question is 
the most responsible ac- 
count and taking a chance, or 
C.0.DV'ing the houses. 

Acceptance of contracts from new 
accounts has become a problem in 


that distribs lately have to watch 
|themselves for fear contracts on 
| buys will be used as a lever by 
shoe-stringers anxious to force op- | 
| position to buy them out of the 
town. This has happened fre 


| quently, with the distribs becoming 


the catspaws., 


Stock Market Breaks to New Low: 
Loew Helds Critical Level at 1434: 
Other Amusements Continue Quiet 


biggest local money-makers in the} 


Consents to an Inj. Writ 








— 
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Yesterday’s Prices By AL GREASON 
The stock market yesterday 
Net Mi >’ broke cx lecively 
annie ik Lew Lestaben. (Mon rroke conclusively through 
8.000 East. K 40% 388% 39% —1% its previous depression bottom, the 
600 Fox F.... 1% 1% 1%— % losing Dow ie averane @ i 
ita 5% 1k lie —% closing Dow Jones average standing 
2,200 Par-P 1% 1% %I% close to 43 at the close, compared 
2,400 RCA esses 3% 3 3 —% 
100 RKO ..... 2 2 2 —% to the lowest previous closing fig- 
3,000 W. B...... a x % ure of 44.74, touched May 31. 
) S , : 
5000 Par-¥ - - 1™% Practically all the pivotal issues 
4 000 a. ** 45 14% 3 = & violated bottoms, among them being 
12,000 W. B..... 14% 14 14% + % Telephone at 76%, Steel at 21%, 
CURB Motors at 8% and Dairy Products 
$4,000 Loew —. Joo, Se, 14%, the typical brokerage office 

200 Fox Thr... % % %*+ % board showing more than a score 

400 Gen. T. pf. % wm iM ‘ ; 

100 Trans-L % % % of new low prices in the most ac- 
tive stocks. Steel preferred, which 
has come to be regarded as a sort 

DIME GRINDS DOING of index, broke sharply to around 


51. 

Action of Loew during the most 
severe pressure looked better than 
|it has for a month. It gave way 
pen more than normal offerings 
| to 14%, which is looked upon as its 
| critical level since it was the last 
support point, but held there and 
at 14%. Ground for looking 
as an important level for 


| closed 


lat 14% 


recovery in early June and through 
the earlier stages of the present de- 
| cline received good support between 
115 and 16. 

The other amusements were 
ignored again. Paramount was quiet 
at recent level of 1%, turnover be- 
ing inconsiderable even for a day 
when volume for the whole market 
amounted only to between 700,000 
and 80C,000 shares. During the aft- 
ernoon the news ticker reported 
that the company's statement: for 
the quarter ending March 31 would 
show fixed charges covered, after 
film amortization, but before depre- 
ciation of fixed assets. Item added 
the belief that current earnings 
were expected to be below those of 
the first quarter. 

Selling Dries Up? 

For the second successive week 

friends of equity stocks had te 
(Continued on page 27) 


ELSON’S UNUSUAL DEAL 
FOR DARK RKO HOUSES 


William Elson’s deal to reopen 
RKO’s closed houses in the west, 
starting around the middle of July, 
is under an unusual arrangement 
and probably the first of its kind. 
It gives Elson a percentage of the 
profits, with no responsibility for 
the losses, in addition to a regular 
salary. 

Arrangement between Elson and 
Harold B. Franklin, for RKO, pro- 
vides for making the darkened 
houses not opposition to the regular 
RKO spots but turning them into 
10 and 15c grinds. Houses so far 
include the Orpheum, Kansas City; 
Grand and Orph, St. Louis; Palace, 
New Orleans, and Temple, Detroit. 
The Seventh Street, Minneapolis, 
and the Orph, St. Paul, may also be 
opened around September. 

Elson was recently general west- 
ern division director for RKO and 
before that general theatre mane 
ager for Publix-Great States. 

















SIGN WRITERS’ NEW PREZ 


Reported dissatisfaction with the 
Sign Writer Union regime by the 
theatrical representatives who saf- 
fered during the recent prolonged 
strike, is declared on inside as back 


of replacement of James O’Brien, 
president, by election of George 
Hovell Saturday (25). 

At the same time, two business 
agent offices were created, one to 
handle outdoor and commercial 
field, the other to confine itself 
solely to the theatrical end. James 


J. Coogan, former regular biz agent, 
was chosen to supervise the the- 
atrical branch, Larry Gearty te 
take care of the other field. 





PAR’S RESURRECTIONS 


Hollywood, June 27. 
Paramount has resurrected two 
helved scripts, assigning Joseph 

Moncure March to do a new treat- 

iment of ‘Hot Saturday.’ 

| Walton Hall Smith is to do the 

inew script on ‘Lives of a Bengal 

| Lancer.’ 
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Red Headed, $30,000, L. A’s Best 
And Big as Dog Racing Gets 18,000 
Payees Nightly; ‘Merrily’ $20,000 


Los Angeles, June 27. 

Dog recing is the fly in the oint- 
ment now. With that sr -:t inaugu- 
rated last week and playing to 
around 18,000 nightly the first-run 
houses are visibly affected in their 
attendance count-up. 

Leader currently is the State 
with ‘Red Headed Women,’ Jean 
Harlow in person and the F.&.M. 
Gilda Gray urit on the stage. This 


Harlow picture, uncensored, should 
easily hit close to $30,000, high. 
Chinese holding up exceptionally 
strong on matinees, and with last 
three weeks announced will prob- 
ably score $19,500. Paramount also 
will be among the leaders with 
‘Merrily, We Go to Hell.’ 
Estimates ror This Week 

Chinese (Fox) (2,028; 50-$1.50), 
‘Grand Hotel’ (M-G) and stage 
show (9th week). Beginning third 
and last month, this one doing 
wonders, with around $19,500 for 
current stanza. Last week $20,600. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800; 25-65), 
‘Street of Women’ (WB) and 
vaudeville. Not an _ outstanding 
screen feature by any means for 
the house, but should show around 
$10,200. ‘The Tenderfoot’ (FN) 
stalked out with close to $10,000. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 25-75), 
“The Dark Horse’ (WB). Plenty of 
exploitation, aiding for an okay 
$9,800. ‘Love Is a Racket’ (FN), 
Doug Fairbanks, Jr., sor+ of disap- 
pointment in week’s stay with less 
than $8,500. 

Orpheum (2,270; 35-90), ‘Stran- 
gers of the Evening’ (Tiffany) and 
vaudeville. Looks as though it will 
be a. hard drag to get over $7,000 
here. ‘Race Track’ (Tiffany) last 
week, with Olsen and Joh“son on 
stage, and draw credit of $12,000 is 
entirely theirs. 

Pantages (Fox) (2,700; 10-75), 
*State’s Attorney’ (RKO) and stage 
show. ‘Lucky Day’ return brought 
new stimulus, and with good screen 
support should show an_ easy 
$10,000. ‘Letty Lynton’ (M-G) 
weakened toward the end to final 
count of $8,900. 


Paramount (Publix) (3,595; 35- 
$1), ‘Merrily We Go to Hell’ (Par) 
and stage show. March-Sidney 
combination looks like best bet 
house has had in long time, with 
take approaching $17,000. “Thun- 
der Below’ (Par) with Bankhead 
did not pick up as anticipated, so 
just $14,000. 

RKO (2,950; 25-50), Is My Face 
Red?” (RKO) and stage show. 
Rather heavy campaign on column- 
ist opus, and being first downtown 
showing of this type story might 
better $5,800. ‘County Fair’ (Mono- 
gram) with Paul Ash combination 
not hot at $4,400. 

State (Loew-Fox) (2,024; 35-75), 
‘Red Headed Woman’ (M-G) and 


for this sexy opus and “ila Gray 
unit on stage, with Harlow also 
doing personal, start was tremen- 
dous. Will do biggest biz of year, 
close to $30,000. ‘Man About Town’ 
(Fox) had Ted Lewis here, who 
came through with a few dollars 
short of $25,000. Almost $3,000 more 
than his previous draw a couple of 
months ago. 








New Haven Grosses 





New Haven, June 27. 


Grosses fading like a _ two-bit 
necktie with no prospects. of 
brightening through summer 
months. 


Town feeling the tax already. 
Houses passing burden along to pa- 
trons with noticeable drop in trade. 

Entire personnel of Paramount 
given notice effective July 8, when 
Harry Arthur takes control, Prob- 
ably means folding of stage shows, 
at least through July-August. 


Estimates for This Week 


Paramount (Publix) (2,353; 35- 
65). ‘Thunder Below’ and unit. Will 
do $10,000, weak. Last week ‘Mer- 
rily,’ unit and Barney Rapp band, 
good $13,000. 

Poli (Arthur) (3,040; 
‘Doomed Battalion’ and ‘Bachelor's 
Affairs.’ Despite favorable comment 
will have struggle to grag a mild 
$5,500. Last week 


35-50). 


low mark at $5,100. 


Roger Sherman (WB) 


$13.000, okay. 


‘Forgotten Commandments’ 
looked headed for failure and was 
yanked after four days. 
for Ladies’ 
$4,000. 


and are not even trying. 


‘Week Ends 
Only’ and ‘Radio Patrol’ hit a new 


(2,200; 





$7,000 FOR ‘BATTALION’ 


Pretty Good In Denver—Thunder’ 
and ‘Bride’ $13,000—$12,000 
Denver, June 27. 
Only house headed above average 
this week is the Aladdin with 
‘Doomed Battalion.’ Other houses 
were fair with great weather. 
Estimates For This Week 


Aladdin (Huffman) (1,500; 35-50- 
60) ‘Doomed Battalion’ (U). Pretty 
good on $7,000. Last week ‘Night 
World’ (U) finished to poor $4,000. 
Denver (Publix) (2,500; 25-40-69) 
‘Thunder Below’ (Par) and stage 
show. A low $9,560. Last week, 
‘Rich: Always With Us’ (FN) only 


Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-35-50) 
‘Sky Bride’ (Par) and vaude. Not 
bad with $12,000. Unless favorable 
terms with unions reached, vaude 
may drop for summer. Last week, 
‘Big Timer’ (Col), closed to around 
$10,000. 

Paramount (Publix) (2,000; 25- 
35-50) ‘Love Is a Racket’ (FN). 
Maybe $8,000, moderate. Last week, 
(Par), 


‘Reserved 
(Par) finished week to 
Rialto (Huffman) (900; 25-35-50) 
‘Maker of Men’ (Col). Not good on 
2,250. Last week, ‘Mystery Ranch’ 
(Fox) turned in best comparative 
week in Denver, $4,000. 


NEWARK FLUCTUATION 
FROM $3,500-$8,000 


Newark, June 27. 

They can’t hold much this week 
Friday 
they are all going to give up vaude- 
ville, and as it’s been vaude that 
has brought them in anyway, it is 
hard to see what will draw them 
now. 








Estimates For This Week 
Branford (WB) (15-25-30-40-55- 
66)—‘The Dark Horse’ (FN); $6,000. 
Capitol (WB) (25-35-50)—Man 
About Town’ (Fox). ‘Street of 
Women) (WB); $3,500. 

Loew’s State (30-50)—‘Flesh Is 
Weak’ (MGM); $8,000. 

Newark (Adams-Par) (15-35-60- 
75)—Thunder Below’ (Par); $8,000. 


Proctor’s (RKO) (25-50-60)—‘Is 
My Face Red’ (RKO). Looks like 
$8,000. 

Terminal (Skouras) (15-25)— 
‘Man Wanted’ (WB) and ‘Ava- 
lanche’ (WB) with Sharkey- 


Schmeling fight; $7,000. 





LOUISVILLE LAX 


‘Battalion’ Oke With $4,800—‘Yes- 
terday’ Weak on $8,100 








Louisville, June 27. 


Lower prices at Loew’s and the 
Strand did not improve business 
last week. Weather unusually warm 
but the houses with refrigeration 
are patronized even more on mat- 
inees than heretofore. 

National Players (stock) hanging 
on at National with fair chance for 
continuance. 


Estimates For This Week 
Loew’s (3,252; 15-25-35-40) 
torney for Defense’ (Col). 
$5,500. Last week Metro 
Week,’ $4.900. 


Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1,765; 
15-25-35-40) ‘Doomed Battalion’ (U). 
Good $4,800. Last week ‘Thunder 
Below’ (Par), $3,909. 


Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (2,710: 
35-50) ‘Man from Yesterday’ (Par) 
and Alice Jov. A weak $8,100. Last 
week ‘Weekends Only’ (Fox) $8,500. 

Brown (2,000; 25-35-40) ‘Tender- 
foot’ (FN). Nice $3,700. Last week 
‘State’s Attorney’ (Radio) $4,000. 

Alamo. (Fourth Avenue) (1,000; 
15-25) ‘Radio Patrol’ (U) and local 
radio performer, for Hepp, in per- 
son. At $3,000, okay. Last week 
‘Scandal for Sale’ (U), $2,700. 


PAR STRONG $37,500, 
“ALIVE” $25,000, B’KLYN 


Brooklyn, June 27. 

Things a bit more cheerful with 
the Albee’s hold-over of ‘Bring ’Em 
Back Alive’ and the Par’s attrac- 
tive stage fare with Sophie Tucker 
and Ed Lowry. 

Surprising results at the Fox 
upon the reissue of ‘The Valiant’ 
with heavy selling of Paul Muni as 
the star of ‘Scarface.’ Strand is 
exploiting heavy on Rian James, 
local columnist, whose ‘Love Is a 
Racket’ is current there. 

Estimates tor This Week 

Paramount (4,200; 25-35-50-75- 
85) ‘Man from Yesterday’ (Par) 
and stage show with Sophie Tucker 
and Ed Lowry. Latter in second 
week and clicking. Looks like a 
good $37,500. Last week disappoint- 
ing with ‘Thunder Below’ (Par), 
$29,900. 

Fox (4,000; 25-35-50) ‘The Vali- 
ant’ (Fox) and F-M unit. Above 
average patronage but house still 
*way down. May get $15,000 this 
week on strong Muni plug as of 
‘Scarface’ and ‘Counsellor-at-Law’ 
(play). Last week bad with 
‘Strangers of Evening,’ $11,000. 

Albee (3,500; 25 - 35-50-75 - 85) 
‘Bring "Em Back’ (Radio). Holding 
up well in second stanza with op- 
portunity (local talent) revue get- 
ting a play, $25,000. Last week ex- 
cellent at $30,000. 

Metropolitan (2,500; 25-35-50-65) 
‘Huddle’ and vaude. Quiet on $15,- 
000. Last week good at $25,000 
with ‘Desire Me’ (M-G). 

Strand (2,000; 25-35-50) ‘Love Is 
a Racket’ (WB). May get $10,000. 
Last week poor with ‘Strangers in 
Love,’ only $9,500. 


‘At- 
Fair 
‘Revival 











Fight Film Bolsters ‘New Morals 





‘Thunder’ $4,500—‘Congress Dances’ $3,300 
— ‘Blonde Captive’ Liked 





Pittsburgh June 27. 

Last week first of radical price 
slashes here and fluctuating grosses 
all along the main stem, with some 
wide variances at the two deluxe 
sites, also stagele.s for first time. 
At the Pehn ‘As You Desire Me’ 
gathered seven grand more than 
preceding session with presenta- 
tion and a 60c scale, while at the 
Stanley there was a drop of 
around 15 grand with ‘The Tender- 
foot,’ although stanza before that 
was one of high summer weeks 
around here. 

It looks entirely like a question of 
product for the warm months. 
Everything depends upon volume, 
with admission scale lowest in his- 
tory, and the site with the picture 
will get the trade. Shorts, too, will 


‘Blonde Captive’ (Col). Freak 
travel picture may pull something 
of a surprise by gathering fairly 
decent $2,600. Adventure _ stuff 
usually okay in this burg. Last 


week ‘Mystery Ranch’ (Fox) ter- 
rible at $1,900. 
Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,750; 10- 


15-25), ‘Congress Dances’ (UA). 
No cast names here, but manage- 
ment made a smart move in slip- 
ping in invitation Sunday nite pre- 
view and going after class German 
trade. Should help keep it up to 
$3,300. Last week ‘World and the 
Flesh’ (Par) $3,200. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 25-30- 
40), ‘New Morals for Old’ (M-G). 
Weak film- might ordinarily have 
had tough sledding, but addition to 
full-length Schmeling-Sharkey pic- 





mean something for the first time, 
with both the Penn and Stanley 
going in for established names in 
the two-reel field. 

Penn has Schmeling-Sharkey 
fight pictures currently and a 
Laurel-Hardy comedy to augment 
feature, ‘New Morals for Old,’ with 
the fight film credited for a nice 
opening that presages fair $15,000 
anyway. Stanley has ‘Merrily We 
Go to Hell,’ and cast names should 
help to minimum of $13,000. Davis, 
originally slated to close for the 





35-50). ‘Dark Horse’ and ‘Westward 


Passage.’ Headed for a light $4,000 
Last week ‘Week End Marriage 
and ‘Ferguson Case’ 
ocre $4,500, 

College (1,565; 


(Arthur) 35-50) 


‘No Greater Love’ and ‘Hell’s Head- 


quarters.’ Probably go into a ligh 
$2,400. 


drew a medi- 


Last meek ‘Congress Dances’ 
and ‘Mystery Ranch’ low at $2,290. 


summer last Saturday, sticking 
.jaround with freak ‘Blonde Captive’ 
»>}and travel picture may pull a sur- 
prise at $2,600. 

A brutal $4,600 looms for weak 
.|‘Thunder Below’ at the 
while Fulton should 
t | $3,300 with ‘Congress Dances.’ 
Estimates for This Week 





Warner, 
claim around |the job in washing her up locally. 


tures expected to keep ite out of 
red. Maybe $15,000, not so _ bad. 
Last week ‘As You Desire Me’ 
(M-G) right up among the Garbo 
winners at $19,700. 

Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-30-40), 
‘Merrily We Go to Hell’ (Par). 
Great opening due to spc ial prize 
contest stuff, but likely to settle 
down to just a fair gait for re- 
mainder of stay. . Will be satisfied 
with $13,000. Last week ‘The Ten- 
|}derfoot’ (FN) suffered from the 
Garbo competition and wound up 
with weak $9,000. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-35-40), 
‘Thunder Below’ (Par). Bankhead 
has meant little or nothing here in 
the past, and this one will finish 








Will be lucky to get by with brutal 
$4,500. 





- Last week ‘Attorney for the 
Davis (WB) (1,700; 10-15-25-35), | Defense’ (Col) around $5,000. 


Walkaways at Tax-Boosted Prices: 
Racket’ $35,000: Dark Horse’ $3,000 





INDIANAPOLIS STEADY 


$14,000 for ‘Merrily,’ ‘Tabu,’ and 
Reri at Indiana—Circle, $4, 





Indianapolis, June 27. 
Things steady in downtown houses 
with the Apollo and Circle now giv- 
ing away free parking to patrons. 
Indiana is celebrating its fifth 
anniversary with ‘Tabu’ and ‘Merrily 
We Go to Hell’ and stage show 
headed by Reri in ‘Tabu. Palace 
is having a revival week. 
Lyric now at 40 cents top. Last to 


‘reduce downtown. 


Estimates for This Week 
Apollo (4th Ave.) (1,100; 25-35) 
‘Doomed Battalion’ (U). Should get 
$3,000, fair. Being exploited heavily. 


Last week ‘Weekends Only’ (Fox) 
lifted a bit to $3,500. 

Circle (Skouras-Publix) (2,600; 
25-35) “Two Seconds’ (FN). Best 


this house has had for some time. 
May finish near $4,000. Last week 
‘State’s Attorney’ (Radio). Around 
$3,200, mediocre. 

Indiana (Skouras-Publix) (3,300; 
25-50) ‘Merrily We Go to Hell’ (Par) 
and stage show. Around $14,000, 
good for season. Anniversary pro- 
gram with Reri making p.a. along 
with ‘Tabu’ (film). Last week 
‘Thunder Below’ (Par), $9,000. 
Loew’s Palace (Loew) (2,800; 25- 
35)) ‘Possessed,’ ‘Hell Divers,’ ‘Let 
Us Be Gay,’ Madelon Claudet,’. Metro 


revivals two days each. Maybe 

$5,000. Last week ‘New Morals’ 

(M-G). Rather quiet at $4,500. 
Lyric (4th Ave.) (2,600; 25-40) 


‘Radio Patrol’ (U) and vaude. Pos-\ 
hibly $8,500, but will have to climb. 
Last week ‘Night World’ (U). 
$10,000. Additional run due to 200 
kiddies in dance revue and house 
also giving away an auto weekly. 





Ben Bernie, Indie Pic, 
$9,000, Providence; 
‘Red Headed’ $8,500 


Providence. June 27. 
RKO Albee will be ahead of all 
stands this week along the main 





stem. Ben Bernie and his band 
largely responsible for the lead. 
Radio entertainer will probably 


have just short of $9,000. 

Loew’s State is spurting with 
Jean Harlow in ‘Red-Headed Wom- 
an,’ and looks like the leader in the 
straight picture class at $8,500. The 
other stands are just about moving. 
Fay’s, vaudfilm house, and more re- 
cently straight pictures, closed last 
Friday night for the summer, Ed- 
ward M. Fay, the owner, claiming 
shortage in picture product respon- 
sible for move. 

Estimates for This Week 

RKO Albee (2,300; 15-50-60)— 
‘Forbidden Company’ (Invincible) 
and vaude with Ben Bernie. Forg- 
ing ahead on strength of radio en- 
tertainer’s appearance here. House 
will see close to $9,000, barring ex- 
treme change in weather; good 
Last week ‘Vanity Fair’ (Allied) an- 
other case where vaude did all the 
work for fine $9,500. 
Loew’s State (3,700; 20-50-75)—- 
‘Red-Headed Woman’ (M-G) will 
give house break on strength of nice 
ballyhoo, and has every chance to 
see at least $8,500, okay. Last week 
‘Revival Week’ with ‘Possessed’ 
(M-G); ‘Let Us Be Gay’ (M-G); 
‘Hell Divers’ (M-G); ‘Beau Hunks’ 
(M-G) and ‘Sin of Madelon Clau- 
det’ (M-G) on a two-day basis saw 
$7,500 with box office getting most 
of the coin on the first two-named 
features. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 15-50)— 
‘Dark Horse’ (FN) and ‘Week-end 
Marriage’ (FN); best bill in town 
with no takers, but word of mouth 
may put this one over at $7,000; 
fair. Last week ‘Tenderfoot’ (FN) 
and ‘Molly Louvain’ (FN) not so 
good at $6,200. 

Paramount (2,200; 15-50)—‘Man 
From Yesterday’ (Par); rumors 
around town house will close for 
summer not helping the box office. 
House trying everything to counter- 
act reports of closing with special 
stunts, but this week’s gross will 
be off at $5,000. Last week ‘Merrily 
We Go to Hell’ (Par) was ditto at 
$6,200. 

RKO Victory (1,660; 10-30)—Law 
of the West’ (World-Wide) and 
Sharkey-Schmeling fight pictures. 
Off to good start but started skid- 
ding too soon; not so good at $2,000. 





GOLDSTEIN’S INDIE PIC 


‘Divorce Decoy’ is the tentative 
title of an indie picture which E. H. 
(‘Manny’) Goldstein is producing at 
the Ideal Studios, New Jersey. Au- 
brey Scotto megging. So far the 
,cast includes Olive Borden, Charles 
|Eaton, Judith Wood, James Rennie, 
land Harry Short. 

Goldstein is corporately producing 
Jas Paradise Pictures. 
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San Francisco, June 27, 

There’s moanin’ and groanin’ goin? 
on. The poor but pernickity public 
and the panic-stricken picture pal- 
ace padrones are in a quandry—a 
price quandry—as ticket buyers kick 
at and managers explain the new 
federal tax. Plenty of walkaways 
after customers learn of higher 
prices and refuse to accept mana- 
gerial explanations of ‘it’s the law? 

Fox, upped from 65 to 70, paying 
2 cents on every general admish 
with customers nicked for a nickel. 
Other houses, at 65, standing one 
cent to the patrons’ five. RKO heav- 
ily plugging its 40-cent seats up- 


stairs and getting a good play on 
‘em. 

Despite the mess, Fox is doing 
well, draw attributed to stage at- 


tractions. Fox off with leaps and 
bounds to a possible $35,000 with 
‘Desert Song’ holding the boards. 


Warfield's added boosting for Peggy 
O’Neill’s advent as producer of aug- 
mented presentations not kiting the 
gross there. 

United Artists and Warners still 
not sure how long they’ll stay open. 
U. A. has no product after next 
couple weeks of Ufa stuff and _may 
shutter for a month or so. Warners 
haven’t gotten the reduced rent re- 
quested and may darken in August 
after posting 45-day notice to the 
landlord. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (5,000; 50-75), ‘Love Is a 
Racket (FN) and tab ‘Desert Song’ 
on stage with Perry Askam and 


most of original cast. Coming in 
swell, and $35,000 likely. Eddie 
Cantor in person and ‘Merrily We 


Go to Hell’ (Par) hit a good $38,000 
last week and house made dough. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,270; 40-50- 
65), ‘Are You Listening?’ (M-G) and 
stage show. Fair $8,800 likely here. 
‘Roadhouse Murder’ (Radio) drew 
$11,000 last week. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,300; 50-65), 
‘Is My Face Red’ (Radio) and vaude 
headed by Nick Lucas. Off to $9,300. 
Last week ‘Attorney for Defense’ 


(Col) pulled same figure. House 
closing July 7. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,700; 50-65), 
‘Red Headed Woman’ (MG). Ad- 


vertised widely and may get around 
$13,000, quite good. Garbo’s third 
week in ‘Desire’ polled okay $10,000, 
matinees heavy. 

United Artists (1,200; 35-50-65), 
‘Avalanche’ (ist Div). Product 
shortage may force closing shortly. 
Maybe $5,000 on this. ‘County Fair’ 
(Monogram) got under $4,500 last 
week. 

Warfield (Fox) (2,672; 50-65), 
‘Thunder Below’ (Par) and big 
stage show. Very poor at $6,500. 
‘Mystery Ranch’ (Fox) drew $15,000 
last week. 

Warners (1,365; 50-65), 
Horse’ (WB). 


‘Dark 


$3,000. Last week hit under $3,000 
with ‘Week-end Marriage’ (WB). 


Cincy Wilts, but $11,000 
For ‘Hollywood’ Is Good 


Cincinnati, June 27. 

Picture biz is wilting under a 
thermometer rise, but a few spots 
are all right. Latonia started a 30- 
day racing meet Saturday (25) with 
low attendance and wagering. Sun- 
day double-header of Reds and 
Pirates drew lightly. Parks and gas 
stations are also feeling general 
slump. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,300; 35-80)—~ 
‘Molly Louvain’ (FN), Sharkey- 
Schmeling picture and stage show. 
Added screen feature drawing scrap 
mob and German population. Fair 
$16,000. Last week ‘Race Track’ 
(Tiff) bad at 14,500. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 
‘What Price Hollywood’ (Radio). A 
good 11,000. Last week ‘Merrily We 
Go to Hell’ (Par). Also $11,000. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,285; 30-55)— 
‘Dark Horse’ (FN). Pulling $7,000, 
kwhich is fair. Last week ‘Desire 
Me’ (M-G), $7,500. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,200; 30-55)— 
‘Reserved for Ladics’ (Par). No hit 
with Vine street flaps and purple- 
shirted b. f.’s. Looks like $4,700. 
Last week ‘Week-end Marriage’ 








30-55)— 


(FN) dipped to box Jfilice floor at 
$4,500. 

Keith’s (Libson) (1,600; 25-40)— 
‘Blonde Captive’ (Col). Burlecue 


strip tinge for jungle opus, heavily 
brouzgut out in lurid front and sexy 





ads. Held over for second week and 
getting $3,500 after great $7,590 first 
jseven days. Unchilled theatre 
| closes July 1 for summer, 

Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-25)— 
‘Local Ban Man’ (Standard) and 
| “They Never Come Back’ (Stand- 
ard). Split. Hoot Gibson corraling 
western fans. Looks like $2,500. 


| Last week ‘Scarlet Brand’ and 
\‘While Paris Sleeps’ (Fox) $2,000. 


Lack of names hold- — 
thing this one down to meagre | 
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Bring Em Back’ $28,000. Smash; 
Loop Feels 30 Bank Failures: 
Oriental $23,000; Palace $16,000 





Chicago, June 27. 

3ie¢gest interest of this week is 
the b. o. click of ‘Bring '&m Back 
‘Alive’ at the RKO-State-Lake. First 
real money picture the house has 
seen since ‘Frankenstein,’ with an 
expected smash of $28,000, which 
will guarantee a run of three weeks 
or more and thereby postpone the 
incoming vaude policy. 

RKO spread it on big for the Buck 
picture, with the front display alone 
figured around $1,000, which is big 


for this town, although the New 
York Mayfair front stood a cost 
of over $5,000. While all the 


hulabaloo around tne State-Lake 
corner, the ace Palace just a few 
blocks off is taking it straight on 
the’, chin. Vaude house has been 
seeing red for some time and still 
in the doldrums. 

B&K, once the stronghold of the 
loop, is doin 


the United Artists 


ga fast fadeaway, with| 
pulling a shut-| 
down Monday night for the summef. | lywood’ 


+ 


HOME FOLKS’ CHILL 


Won't Turn Out for 
‘Thunder’ $7,000 in Birmingham 





Birmingham, June 27. 

Even the home folks aren't in- 
terested enough in Tallulah Bank- 
|}head: to see her in ‘Thunder Be- 
low.’ Tax situation being felt very 
little except at the Alabama, the 
only house to be taxed. Empire 
cut prices to be exempt. 

Second week of yaude at Temple 
is dragging along and that’s about 
all. Daily summer rains are sock- 
ing hard. 





Estimates For This Week 
Alabama (Publix) .(2,800; 25-35 
55)—‘Thunder Below’ (Par). Not 


even Tallulah will pull this one up. 
Too much rain, too. Only $7,000. 
Last week ‘Vivien Ware’ (Par), 
fair at $7,500. 

Ritz (RKO) (1,600; 
(Radio). 





25-40)—‘Hol- 
Connie sennett 


That leaves the circuit with but twO| may mean a little help, $2,900. Last 


first-run houses downtown, 
thing unprecedented. Last week the 
big Chicago just managed to get by 
the firing line with the Guy Lom- 
bardo band, but this week it’s an- 
other and sadder story. Both the 
Chicago and Oriental are going after 
stage attractions with big guns and 
small, with not much help forthcom- 
ing from film product. 


Hot weather on the way is para-| 


lyzing business all over. Even 
‘Grand Hotel’ is slipping away at 


the Woods and is now going into 
the last lap. Among current alibis 
is the wholesale closings of banks, 
with over 30 doing the folding act 
in the last month. Last week’s 
panic found a terrible run on a 
eouple loop banks, with the general 
frame of mind the public is in not 
doing theatres any good. 

Added to the bank hysteria is a 
@tatistical report that shows a drop 
of 8,000,000 street car, bus and other 
transportation fares within the past 
80 days. 

Estimates for This Week 


Chicago (Publix-B&K) (4,000; 50- 
75), ‘Man from Yesterday’ (Par) and 
stage show. Big lineup of names on 
stage headed by Mary Brian and 
Ken Murray will not do better than 
$31,000, n.s.g. Last week Lombardo 
band and ‘Thunder Below’ (Par) 
finished up in front with $38,000. 
Lombardo holds $71,300 record of 
house established three years ago, 

Oriental (Publix-B&K) (3,200; 50- 
75), ‘Winner Take All’ (WB) and 
stage show with Johnny Weismuller. 
Femme draw of ‘Tarzan’ Weismuller 
anticipates a take of about $23,000. 
Mills brothers’ second and final week 
with ‘Love Is a Racket’ (WB) 
wound up to around $20,000, not very 
encouraging. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 50-75), 
*Street of Women’ (WB) and vaude. 
Still on the toboggan with no more 
than $16,000 expected and very poor. 
Gast week with ‘Strangers of the 
Evening’ (Tiff) and Duke Ellington 
surprise disappointment in little 
better than $14,000. 

State-Lake (RKO) (2,700; 40-60). 
"Bring ’Em Back Alive’ (Radio). Big 
push started early with Frank Buck 
4n person and indicates a big sound 
$28,000 at reduced scale. In attend- 
ance running close behind ‘Franken- 
stein.’ Last week it was curtains 
with ‘Is My Face Red?’ (Radio); 
slightly over $5,000. 

United Artists (Publix-UA) (1,- 
700; 50-75). House closes Monday 
night with ‘Dark Horse’ (WB) 
sneaking out after four days in sec- 


ond week to measly $4,000. Las’ 
week around $7,500. 

Woods (Jones) (1,200; 50-$1- 
$1.50), ‘Grand Hotel’ (10th week). 


‘About ready to blow and hitting 
near $8,000; very poor. Maybe an- 
other two weeks at most. 


3 Radio Films Heading 
For $34,000 in Buffalo 


Buffalo, June 27. 

This week is uncertain for busi- 
ness though cold weather was a 
help a week ago. 

Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Publix) (3,600; 30-40-65) 
fWhat Price Hollywood’ (Radio). 
May reach at $18,000. Last week 
‘Thunder Below’ (Par), and Dorothy 





some-| week 


| 
| 





‘Westward Passage’ 


two for ones. 

Strand (BTAC) (800; 20-30)— 
‘Blonde Crazy’ (WB). Up a little, 
$1,800. Last week ‘Are You Listen- 


Is the Night’ (Par), $3,700. 
Temple (Indie) (2,650; 
—Shanghaied Love’ (Indie) 
vaude. 
not over $1,000. 
Galax (BTAC) 
‘Room 13’ (Fox). Change to one 
picture weekly is an economic 
move and just as good as former 

split weeks, $800. 


WEATHER AIDS MONT’L: 
4 HOUSES OVER $10,000 


Montreal, June 27. 

Pleasant surprise was the break 
in weather which jerked grosses to 
winter heights last week and gives 
indications of continuing this week. 
Together with ‘Booster’ week, 
which now enters on seven days 
of strenuous effort by main stem 
houses and stores, there ought to 
be some more fair figures. 

Palace ‘with Garbo’s ‘Desire Me’ 
may get $12,000. dependent on how 
the weather behaves. Loew’s ‘Wet 
Parade’ and vaude bill may climb 
to $13,000 and even the Capiol has 
hopes ‘of a better than average 
$11,000 on “Society Girl’ and ‘Man 
About Town. 

Nabes are benefitting by change 
in weather and are not so badly in 
red as during previows weeks. 


Estimates For This Week 
Palace (FP) (2,700; 75)—‘Desire 


(500; 15-25)— 





Me’ (M-G). Bright prospects for 
$12,000. Last week ‘Doomed Bat- 
talion’ (U), helped by weather, 
$11,000. 


Capitol (iP) (2,700; 60)—‘Society 
Girl’ (Fox) and ‘Man About Town’ 
(Fox). Liable to turn in a fair 
$11,000. Last week ‘Reserved For 
Ladies’ (Par) and ‘Beauty And 
Boss’ (WB), picked up, $10,000. 

Loew’s (FP) (3,200; 35-60)—‘Wet 
Parade’ (M-G) and vaude. Pos- 
sibly pretty good $13,000. ‘Fellow 
Needs Friend’ (M-G. Last week 
better than hoped for, $12,500. 

Princess (CT) (1,600; 35-60)— 
‘State’s Attorney’ (Radio) and ‘Wo- 
man Commands’ (Radio). Negri 
draws here and may jump to $10,- 
000. Last week ‘White Devil’ Ind) 
and ‘Lena Rivers’ (Tiff) picked 
$9,500. 

Cinema Imperial (French-Film) 
(1,900; 25-40)—‘Nicole et sa Vertu’ 
(French), Likely to hold up to 
$3,000. Last week, under new man- 
agement, ‘Reve d’Amour’ (French) 
did well at $3,500. 

Cinema de Paris (Ind) (600; 25- 
50)—Cin Ans sans Femmes’ 
(French). Probably cut but may 
get $2,000. Last week ‘Vacances’ 
(French) amused and got $1,900, 





Al Cohn Back on Fox 
Lot After Week’s Layoff 


Hollywood, June 27. 
Al Cohn, off Fox’s payroll for a 





Mackaill in person, satisfactory at 
$17,000. 

Hipp (Publix) (2,400; 25-35) | 
*‘State’s Attorney’ (Radio). Addition | 
of fight pictures helping for big 


$9,000. Last week ‘Man About Town’ | 
(Tox) fair under $7,800. 

Century (Publix) (3,400; 25-35-50) 
fTenderfoot’ (FN) and vaude. 
$10,000. Last week ‘Sinners in Sun’ 
(Par) not bad, $9,000. 

Lafayette (Ind) (3,400; 25) ‘Men| 
of Chance’ (Radio). Picking up for | 
indicated $7,000. Last week ‘Cross | 


jand adaptation on 


weck, is back again to do the dialog 
‘Pier 13.2 Cohn 
had planned to attend the political 
conventions, but remained here, 
due to illness of his wife. 
Another assignment at 


Fox is 


Nice} Murray Roth, to adapt ‘Jubilo,’ with 
Herbert Mun- | 


;din, English actor, has had his op- | peaceful 


William Conselman. 


tion picked up by the studio and | 
goes into ‘Chandu.’* Bela Lugosi, | 


Examination’ (Supreme) bad under | 0Ut and in the same picture several 


$5,000, 


times, is finally set, | 


Tallulah, | 


| play houses to listen to the 
| broadeast, which hit here at eight 


Tacoma Fair 


Tacoma, June 27. 

New excise tax on theatre admis- 
sions applies to only one house in 
this town, the Orpheum, and the- 
atre will absorb the tax. Al Gillis 
now manager at Rialto. 

Estimates for This Week 

Orpheum (RKO) (1,500; 25-35- 
50)—‘Attorney for Defense’ (Col) 
and ‘Weekend Marriage’ (FN) split 
with vaude. Near $4,000, slow. Last 
week ‘Radio Patrol’ (U) and ‘Love 
Is Racket’ (FN) $4,100. 





some; $2,000 fair. 
Wise Girls’ (Col) didn’t click; poor 
at $1,500. 


Rialto (F-WC) (1,200; 25-35)— 
‘Society Girl’ (Fox), ‘New Morals 
for Old’ (M-G) and ‘Red Headed 


| Woman’ (M-G) three way split. At 


held over two days, ‘Thunder Be- 
low’ (Par) and ‘Merrily to Hell’ 
(Par) good at $2,600. 


Portland Tries 65¢; 
‘Doomed Batt.,’ $4,000; 
‘Misleading,’ $2,00 


Portland, Ore., June 28. 











| ing on the big 3,000-seat Paramount 


Most other houses 
|are standing pat on the prevalent 
35-cent admish. Paramount is eas- 
ily doubling weekly gross of any 
other house, Just had big week 


ing’ (M-G), $1,500. | with ‘As You Desire Me’ (M-G) and 
Empire (BTAC) (1,100; 25-40)— | currently clicking with ‘Man About 

‘Man About Town’ (WB). Also up| Town’ (Fox). 

a little, $3,800. Last week ‘This| Understanding is RKO Orpheum 


| now dissatisfied with new split 


15-20-30) | week low admish policy. Joe Cooper 
and |to L. A., and Floyd Maxwell takes 
Policy failing to click and | over the house. 


Orpheum has ‘Love 
Affair’ and ‘Is My Face Red’ this 
week, but grosses badly slipping. 
Vaude without names fails to hold 
them. 


Estimates for This Week 


Paramount (Fox-Parker) (3,000; 
25-65)—‘Red Headed Woman’ (M- 
G) and F&M stage unit, clicking 
nicely and should go $12,500. Last 
week ‘As You Desire Me’ (M-G) big 
results at $13,500. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,000; 25-35)— 
‘Love Affair’ four days with vaude 
and ‘Is My Face Red’ three days 
probably $4,700. Vaudeville out 
July 7. 

United Artists (Fox-Parker) (1,- 
000; 25-35)—‘Greeks Had a Word’ 
(UA) getting good $4,500. Last week 
‘Thunder Below’ (Par) did nice biz 
for this house at $4,000. 

Oriental (Hamrick) (2,500; 25-35) 
—‘Doomed Battalion’ (U) lacked ex- 
ploitation and going just fairly for 
about $4,000. Last week ‘Street of 
Women’ (WB) better than average 
with $4,700. 

Rialto (Gamble) (1,500; 25-35)— 
‘Misleadine Lady’ (Par) looks in 
line for poor $2,000. Last week 
‘Mystery Kanch’ (Fox) $2,500. 


Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (650; 25) 
— Winner Take All’ (WB). Big 
splash for Cagney with biz up| 


Last week ‘Three | 


$2,700. Last week ‘Desire Me’ (M-G) | 


Fox-Parker Theatres concentrat- | 


Roxy and Par $45,000 and $60,000, g 
With Stage Strength Heat-Proof: 
$76,000 for ‘Alive’ in 2 Weeks 


aa 








That good shows know no handi- 
caps is illustrated this week. 
withstanding uncomfortable sum- 
mer weather Sunday (26), where 
strong pictures were current or 
stage names were in evidence the 
business was encouraging. 

Where a strong draw_ does not 
exist or as at the Rialto Where the 
picture (‘Scarface’) ig long on run, 
the opposite is the case. 
| The Capitol falls in the latter 
|category. Bucking the Roxy an@f 
Paramount, brother deluxers with 
strong stage show appeal, the Cap 
is taking a licking, establishing a 
new low.~ Indicating $21,000, there 
lis a chance for $25,000, but no 
a. 

The 
$60,000. 
'‘Man From Yesterday’ 
|rostrum offers Rudy Vailee, 
i Merman, Willie and Eugene 
ard and others. 

Ann Pennington, Ted Healy and 
1} others at the Roxy, which splurged 


Paramount ought to do 
Complementing its feature, 
(Par), its 
Ethel 
How- 


: (Radio) | and will raise admish to 65 cents, to| extravagantly on advance and cur- 
around $3,000, mostly with aid of | meet new tax, 


advertising, are saving 
Looks like $45,000, with 


| rent run 
that house. 


a chance of topping that figure. 
| ‘Batchelor’s Affairs’ (Fox) on 
screen. 

Second weeks for ‘Bring 'Em 


Back Alive’ (Radio) at Mayfair and 
‘Winner Take All’ (WB) at Strand 
signify the strength of both against 
weather and other odds. Former 
should get a big $30,000, latter the 
same. 

3oth, on their first week, along 
with Capitol and Winter Garden 
last week put up an astonishingly 
strong front against threatening 
weather and the Sharkey-Schmel- 
ing fight. Results also showed that 
the theatres not so well fortified 
took it on the chin. 

Two new pictures are due in this 
week. ‘Mystery Ranch’ (Fox) goes 
into the Winter Garden tomorrow 
(Wednesday) after a_ gratifying 
performance by ‘Dark Horse’ (WB), 
at house three weeks. This is the 
first Fox film booked away from 
the Roxy, closing Thursday (30). 

‘Aren’t We All’ (Par) moves into 
the Rivoli Thursday (30) or Sat- 
urday (2), more probably the earlier 
date. 

Another two weeks or less for 
‘Scarface’ (UA) at the Rialto all 
that’s likely, with ‘Freaks’ (M-G) 
ready to move in. Date not as 
yet set, Publix walting to see what 


‘Scarface’ does currently. Its pace 
augurs around $12,000, maybe 
$13,000. 


Estimates for This Week 
Astor (1,012; 83-$1.10-$1.65-$2.20) 
—Grand Hotel’ (M-G) (11th week). 








What Price Hollywood’ $16,000 





Boats, Trains, Races, Nite Baseball, Keep 
K. C. Punch-Drunk From Competish 





Kansas City, June 27. 

Week after week the managers 
have been figuring they would get 
a break for the better, but there 
seems no bottom for the sagging 
picture grosses, and this one seems 
no exception. 

Loew’s Midland with ‘Red Headed 
Woman’ will have a chance to dem- 
onstrate whether the slashed prices 
mean anything, as the first week of 
the 35 cent top charge was the one 
of ‘revivals’ and not a good date 
for comparison. 

RKO Mainstreet, with its vaude- 
ville for a booster, is holding up 
quite consistently and shouid hoid 
its own with ‘What Price Holly- 


in town that has added the Federal 
tax to its admission charge, and 
| that only applies at night when the 
fifty cent ticket has a nickle added. 

Newman retains its fifty cent 
scale at night, but figures the ad- 
mission at 45 cents and the nickel 
|for the government. Other picture 
l theatres not 
are 
line. 

Last week was a heart breaker 
for all. Businese simply was not 
there and nothing could be done to 





help it. Rain the early part of the 
week kept many by their own 
radios and then Tuesday. night 


when nearly every one deserted the 
fight 


o'clock and lasted long enough 
spoil any theatre attendance. 
Last three nights were also 
around the box-offices. 
For the first time in many years 
the railroads are going after the 
excursion business and offering the 
lowest rates ever made which is 


to 


wood.’ This house is the only oné | 


affected as their prices | 
not over the forty cent dead- | 


{the week ends. In addition to this, 
'excursion boats on the river are 


getting a heavy play at night, 
/which is something new here, 
which, with the running races 


| across the river, and night baseball 

which will start the first of July, 

indoor amusement sure is a mess. 
Estimates For This Week 

Liberty (Publix-Dubinsky) (860; 
15-25)—‘Man About Town’ (Fox). 
Warner Baxter featured. Brutal, 
near $3,000. Last week ‘Two Sec- 
onds’ (WB) $4,800, good. 

Loew’s Midland (4,000; 25-35-40) 
—Red Headed Woman’ (Metro). 
All of those ‘who xnew her when’ 
; were out to see Jean Harlow sans 
her platinum hair, Picture was 
| given HOT publicity; book of same 
|title had been widely read here and 
‘everything was perfect for the near 
capacity opening that really hap- 
pened. Looks like the week would 
|show $18,000, good. Last week the 
four Metro revivals ‘Posessed, ‘Big 
House’ and ‘Madelon Claudet’ got 
$8,100, bad. 

Mainstreet 
50) *What Price 
(Radio). A teaser 
what is happening behind the 
picture studios proved alluring to 
the femmes and the picture opened 





(RKO) (3,200; 25-35- 
Hollywood’ 


campaign, of 


nicely. Hiouse is getting lots of 
publicity for its ‘Opportunity Re- 
vue’ to be held later and has a 


large number of entries. This week 
|; will go around $16,000, good. Last! 
week ‘Westward Passage’ and 


vaudeville got fair $13,200. 
Newman (Publix Dubinsky) 
(1890; 25-35-50)—‘Bachelor’s Af- 
fairs’ (Fox): Adolphe Menjou fea- 
tured. Lagged badly at 
Last week ‘Thunder Below’ did not 


‘ make as much noise as the name/!Fair average week at $2,500, 
taking hundreds out of town over i indicated, but got peesable $6,000, 


Not- | 


$4,500. | 


Getting pretty deep into its run and 
into the summer, but no hint yet as 
to picture’s departure date, whether 
lor not imminent, 

| Capitol (5,400; 35-72-83-$1.10- 
$1.65) —‘New Morals for Old’ (M-G) 
and stage show. A fit of depression 


hit this house current week, when 
it'll go to a new low; looks like a 
lvery bad $21,000, with chance of 


difference between that and $25,000 
being made. Last week ‘Huddle’ (M- 
|G), with ‘Rio Rita’ tab on stage, a 
| good $58,080. 
Mayfair (2,200; 35-72-88)—Bring 
|'Em Back Alive’ (Radio) (2d week). 
| Radio’s most unusual b. o. performe 
er will do at least $30,000 on sec- 
ond week: word-of-mouth a tre- 
mendous help, plus the house front 
which grabs passers-by. First week 
a monumental $46,300. 

Paramount (3,664; 40-72-94-$1.10) 
—‘Ma.: From Yesterday’ (Par) and 


stage show. May reach $60,000, 
very satisfying business; stage 
again telling the tale, with Rudy 


Vallee, Willie and Eugene Howard, 
Ethel Merman, among names. Last 
week $42,900, disappointing, in view 
of Paul Whiteman on the stage 
with picture ‘Thunder Below.’ 

Rialto (2,000; 40-55-72-94-$1.10) 
—‘Scarface’ (UA) (6th week). An- 
other week after this or portion of 
a seventh week probable, ‘Freaks’ 
(M-G) to follow. Sixth week $12,- 
000, possibly $13,000. Previous seven 
days $15,000. 

Rivoli (2,200; 40-55-72-94-$1.10)— 
‘Aren’t We All’ (Par), British-made, 
Slides in Thursday (30) unless nec- 
essary to put off to Saturday (2). 
‘Doomed Battalion’ (U), going out 
after three weeks, failed to measure 
up to hopes. 

Roxy (6,200; 35-55-83-$1.65)— 
‘Bachelor’s Affairs’ (Fox) and stage 
show. House on its final week looks 
to do around $45,000, its array of 
stage names doing the drawing; 
closing Thursday (30) unless a later 
decison reconsiders that move. Last 
week, second of ‘Friars Frolic,’ with 
guest stars, $44,800. 


Strand (2,900; %5-55-83-94-$1.10) 
—Winner Take All’ (WB) (2d 
week). Stamina of the Cagney 


draw means $30,000, very satisfac- 
tory; a third week certain. First 
seven days a swell $45,200. 

Winter Garden (1,418; 35-55-83- 
94)—‘Mystery Rench’ (Fox), first 
from this distributor to be booked 
away from the Roxy, opens tomor- 
row (Wednesday). ‘Dark Horse’ on 
its third (final) week, $22,600, good, 


Some Up Balto. Grosses, 
Cen 18, Stan 16 G’s 


Baltimore, June 27. 

Town goes into summer with one 
more house running than usual at 
this season. It’s the Rivoli which 
has heretofore been dark during the 
hot weeks. House is now equipped 
with a cooler. 

The Auditorium is trying revival 
of ‘Birth of Nation’ instead of clos- 
ing as reported, but future policy of 
the Maryland is still a guess. 

Business looks all right this week 
if minus fireworks, 

Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew-UA) (3,200; 25- 
50)—‘Week-end Marriage’ (FN), 
Satisfactory at §18,0000. Last week 
‘Reserved for Ladies,’ plus Benny 
Davis on stage, accounted for 
$19,000, 

Hipp (Rappaport) (2,500; 25-50)~ 
‘Race Track’ (Tiff), and ‘Fifty Mil- 
lion Frenchmen’ (tab). House stick- 
ing close to st»ge stuff. Will cross 
a good $12,500. Last week ‘Young 
Bride’ (Radio), plus Lilian Roth on 
stage, only $5,560). 

Keith’s (Sc ianbergers) (2,500; 25- 
50)—‘Tenderfoot’ (FN). With lower 
scale for week days and minus 
stage, grosses lower, but so’s the 
overhead. Satisfactory at $8,500. 
Last week ‘Thunder Below’ (Par) 
| only $5,000. 

New (Mechanic) (1,800; 
‘Week-ends Only’ (Fox). 
bad at $6,500. Last week 
Carlo Madness’ (UA), plus 
| Californians on stage, $8,500. 

Rivoli (Clyde McKay) 
‘Strangers of Evening’ (Tiff). 
jning along evenly. 








25-50)— 
Not too 
‘Monte 
Heidt's 


(1 800; 
tun- 
Okay at $2,500. 
| Last week ‘No Greater Love,’ $1,800. 
| Stanley (Loew-UA) (3,600; 25-60) 
|} —‘Dark Horse’ (WB). William gain- 
ing in popularity, and $16,000 pretty 
|; good, Last week ‘Love Is a Racket’ 
| (FN) $13,809. 

| Parkway (Loew-UA) (1,009; 25- 
|35)—‘Merrily We Go to Hell’ (Par). 
Good average week $4,200. Last 
| woes ‘Desire Me’ (M-G) $4,500, sec- 
ond run, 

Valencia (Loew-UA) £1,200; 25- 
| 35) —‘Merrily We Go to Hell’ (Par). 
Last 


| week ‘Desire Me,’ $3,200, 
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Vital Decision Affirms Right to 


Tax Copyright Income; Fox Vs. Ga. 


———————_ 


A state tax on the gross receipts 
of royalties on copyrights granted 
by the Federal government does not 
hamper in any way the execution of 
the government’s copyright statute 
and such state taxes are therefore 


valid, according to a recent ruling 
of the U. S. Supreme Court. This 
decision is far-reaching, effecting 
all branches concerned with copy- 


rights and royalties therefrom. 

High court’s opinion developed 
in an appeal made by Fox Films 
against Paul H. Doyal, R. E. Mathe- 
son and William B. Harrison, mem- 
bers of the Georgia State Revenue 
Commission. Latter had levied on 
Fox’s income on its gross receipts 
from its copyrighted product as 
shown throughout Georgia. Georgia 
Supreme Court decided in favor of 
the state’s revenue commission, and 
Fox went to the Supreme Court. 

Far-Reaching Decision 

Possibilities, under this decision, 
are vast, since were every state in 
the union to have revenue laws sim- 
ilar to Georgia, then every picture 
company, legit producer, et al. 
would have no recourse but to pay 
each state an individual tax 

Opinion of the chief court, which 
was read by Chief Justice Hughes, 
itself deals with copyright. It 
points out that the tax is measured 
by gross receipts and not income, 
and that a principal point at issue 
was whether copyrights, as in- 
strumentalities of the federal gov- 
ernment, were free from this taxa- 
tion. 

Opinion then brought out that 
while the federal government pro- 
tects authors and producers for 
their work in preparing original 
material, the property does not go 
to the government but remains the 
creator's, the government having no 
interest whatsoever, other than pro- 
tecting the originator. This sets 
aside the claim that the govern- 
ment action entitles tax exemption, 
as was claimed. 





‘Horse’-"Winner’ Have 
Philly H. 0. Chance; 
Mast’s Final, $33,000 


Philadelphia, June 27. 

With ordinary good breaks there 
are a couple of new films which 
ought to make the grade for fort- 
night engagements. Anything over 
a week here now is sensational. The 
current week, without promising 
anything just, should be better than 
any during the last month. 

Possible stayers are ‘Dark Horse,’ 
at the Stanley, and ‘Winner Take 
All” the Stanton. Both got rather 
good notices and although attend- 
ance wasn’t hot at the openings that 
was mainly account of the general 
week-end exodus. 

Mastbaum is putting on a big 
stage show for its final week before 
the summer closing, although the 
names involved aren’t especially hot. 
Indications are that the gross wil! 
climb to about $33,000. Picture is 
‘Week-end Marriage’ with Anna 
May Wong and Rosco Ates as stage 
names, 

The original statement that the 
theatres would absorb the govern- 
men tax was not quite true. Excep- 
tions are the Stanton anc Karlton, 
where the tax is passed on to the 





+ 
| 





‘ALIVE’-“RED HEADED’ 
OKAY $11,000-$13,000 


Washington, June 27. 





‘Bring ’Em Back Alive,’ at Keith's, 
is doing it currently. Great ballyhoo 
put over along same lines as New 
York, but on smaller scale. Picture 


looks headed for excellent business. 
Tax not bothering town, but bonus 
army is letting localities actually 
get a touch of what the depression 
means, 

Palace and ‘Red Headed Woman’ 
doing all right. 

Estimates for This Week 
Columbia (Loew) (1,232; 24-35-40) 
—‘Lena Rivers’ (Tiff). Not doing 
so well, further hit by no cooling 
plant. About $2,000. Last week 
‘Mystery Ranch’ (Fox) surprised 
and got $4,800. 

Earle (Warner) (2,244: 
60-70)—‘Dark Horse’ 
vaude. Not hitting 

$14,500 in offing. 


25-35-40- 

(WB) and 
so forte with 
Last week ‘Street 


of Women’ and Cliff Edwards on 
stage, $16,000. 
Fox (Loew) (3,434; 25-35-60)— 


‘Bachelors Affairs’ (Fox) and unit. 
Decidedly needing help stage unit is 
giving it. Intake won't, however, 
exceed $16,500, weak. Last week 
“Week Ends Only,’ $20,000. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,890; 25-35-50)— 
‘Bring ’Em Back Alive’ (Radio). 
Will click with about $11,000, fine. 
Last week ‘Strangers of Evening’ 
(Tiff) surprised on pleasant $7,500. 
House played Zasu Pitts strongly, 
with draw credited this comedienne. 
Met (Warner) (1,700; 25-35-40-60- 
70)—‘No Greater Love’ (Col). Mod- 
erate week at about $4,500. Last 
week ‘Sky Devils’ finished at $7,000. 
Palace (Loew) (2,363; 35-50-70)— 
‘Red Headed Woman’ (M-G). Good 
chance on nice $13,000. Last week 
‘Thunder Below’ (Par) only $7,500. 


SEATTLE OFF AS $8,000 
FOR ‘FELLER’ TOPS TOWN 


Seattle, June 27. 
Blue Mouse cuts its admish from 
50 to 35 and the Orpheum steps up 
from 50 to 60 cents, and this price 
takes care of tax. Fifth Ave. ups 
from 60 to 65, this including the tax, 
Actually the Fifth is cutting from 
69 to 59 cents. Fox goes from 50 to 
55, taking care of the tax, so price 
to the house actually remains un- 
changed. 
No conventions this week makes 
things slack. Rotary helped plenty 
last week. 
Estimates for This Week 

Fifth Ave. (F-WC) (2,300; 25-65) 
—'‘Feller Needs Friend’ (M-G). Big 
campaign, but $8,000, poor. Last 
week ‘Thunder Below’ (Par) didn’t 
meach much, what biz done mostly 
due to Eddie Peabody ‘Happiness’ 
unit, $11,000. 
Orpheum (RKO) (2,700; 25-46-60) 
—Vanity Fair’ (Allied) and ‘Tile 
No. 113’ (Allied) and vaude. Split. 
A bad $5,000. Last week ‘Face Red’ 
(Radio) and ‘Honor of Press’ (Al- 
lied) with home talent ‘Opportunity’ 
vaude, $4,500. Revue staged by Jim- 
my O’Neail. 

25-35-55)— 





Fox (F-WC) (2,100; 
‘Man About Town’ (Fox) and stage 
show. Slow on $4,500. Last week 
‘Merrily to Hell’ (Par) somewhat 
up. $5,500. 

Liberty (Jensen-von Herberg) (2,- 
000; 10-15-25)—‘Michael and Mary’ 
(U). Playing up the stars for 
$4,000, mild. Last week ‘Silver Lin- 
ing’ (UA) $4,100. 





public by boosting the top from 
b0c to 55c. 

At the Earle there is a difference 
of one cent. Former top admission 
downstairs was 65c, now it’s 60c, 
with 6c tax. 

Stanley absorbed the tax with the 
75c top retained, the same goes for 
Boyd when it reopens. Mastbaum, 
as previously noted, passed it on to 
patrons, but that house closes for 
summer Friday anyway. 

The Fox started out by boosting 
top from 75c to 80c, but restored 
former figure after one night. 

Balcony prices have generally 
been reduced as a result of tax. 
Evening balcony price at Stanley 
and Boyd will be 55c, with 40c at 
the Fox and Stanton. 


Estimates for This Week 

Mastbaum (4,800; 40-55-83) — 
MWeek-end Marriage’ (FN) and 
stage show. Should get a brighter 
figure than house has had recently. 
$33,000. Last week ‘Westward 
Passage’ (Radio) a shaky $29,000, 
poor. 

Stanley (3,700; 35-55-75)—Dark 
Horse’ (FN). Good notices and fair 
start. Should get $15,000 and rate 
second week. Last week, ‘State’s 
Attorney’ (Radio) held in but weak 
at $9,500. 

Stanton (1,700; 35-40-55)—‘Win- 
ner Take All’ (WB). Good start 


Music Box (Hamrick) (900; 25- 
35)—‘Doomed Battalion’ (U). Upa 
bit, $4,000. Last week ‘Attorney 


for Defense’ (Col) only $2,500. 
Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (950: 15- 
25)—‘Dangerous Brunette’ (WB), A 
fair $2,500. Last week ‘Love Is 
Racket) (FN) around $2,000, 
Coliseum (F-WC) (1,800; 15-25- 
35)—‘Desire Me’ (M-G). Held three 
days longer and ‘Society Girl’ (Fox), 
four days to complete week. Indi- 
cates $2,500, fair. Last week ‘Desire’ 
(M-G) very good, ‘Ladies of Jury’ 
(Radio) big reaching $4,200. 





with any decent break. Near $12,500. 
Last week ‘Doomed Battalion’ (U) 
$7,000, poor. 

Fox (3,000; 35-40-75)—‘Bachelor’s 


Affairs’ (Fox) and _ stage show. 
About $14,000. ‘Week-ends Only’ 
(Fox), better than expected last 


week, $16,500. 

Earle (2,000; 25-40-66)—‘Attorney 
for Defense’ (Col) and vaude. 
Around $14,500. Last week ‘This Is 
the Night ’(Par) benefited by swell 
notices, $13,500. 

Kariton (1,000; 30-40-55)—‘State’s 
Attorney’ (Radio). Moved from 
Stanley and should get a smart 
$4,000. ‘Love Is a Racket’ (FN) 
$3,000, a little weak last week. 

Arcadia (600; 30-40-55)—‘Letty 
Lynton’ (M-G). Also second down- 
town run. Ought to get sound 
$2,200. ‘World and Flesh’ (Par) $1,- 





and also should get second week 


700 and wobbly last week, 





Newsreel Radio Co-Op 


Chicago, June 27. 

The Democratic convention 
in Chicago presents the first 
instance of unrestricted co- 
operation between the radio 
networks and_ the picture 
newsreels. All recordings for 
sound track of the proceedings 
are being fed through mikes 
and wires belonging to the 
ether chains with the service 
gratis to the newsreels. 

Those taking the NBC pick- 
up are Pathe, Universal and 
F'‘ox. Paramount is spliced in 











on the Columbia wire. 





‘Lynton Starts 
Piracy Action 
Against M-G-M 


Suit for plagiarism that may in- 
volve more than $20,000,000 was 
filed in the Federal court, southern 
district of New York, Friday. (24), 
when it was alleged that Metro’s 
picture ‘Letty Lynton’ was lifted 
from the play ‘Dishonored Lady.’ 
M. L. Malevinsky of O'EPrien, 
Malevinsky & Driscoll acting for 
the crippled Edward Sheldon and 
Margaret Ayer Barnes, authors of 
the play, filed the papers naming the 
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Distributing 
Corporation, M-G-M Picture Corp- 
oration, Louis Zink and the Culver 
Export Corporation. It is conceded 
that Metro bought the picture rights 
to the book ‘Lety Lynton’ by Mrs. 
Belloc Loundes, an English author. 
Contention is however, that the pic- 
ture closely follows the Sheldon- 
Barnes play, not the story of the 
book. 

Contention, if upheld may involve 
any and all exhibitors who booked 
‘Letty Lynton’ and under the copy- 
right law the penalty calls for $250 
fine for each time an infringed work 
is thrown on the screen. 

That was similarly upheld in an 
M-G-M suit against the Bijou Thea- 
tre Company recently. The picture 
firm established the fact that if an 
exhibitor bicycled a film or held it 
over beyond the time contracted 
for, he was liable to a fine of $250 
every time it was additionally ex- 
hibited. ; 

‘Dishonored Lady’ was presented 
in New York in January, 1930. The 
‘Lynton’ book was published in 





On the program the authors of the 
Play stated the story was based on 
the court records in the case of one 
Madeline Smith, charged with the 


in Glasgow in 1857. The book. is 
based on that story, and Malevinsky 
expects to prove the situations in 
the picture closely follow those of 
the play. : 

‘Lady’ was presented by Gilbert 
Miller for the Frohman Company, 
latter an arm of Paramount. Film 
rights were never disposed of, it 
being understood that the Hays of- 
fice frowned on the play. 

Nathan Burkan has been retained 
to defend the action. Sheldon one 
of the authors attracted attention 
with ‘Romance’ and ‘Salvation Nell,’ 
while Miss Barnes’ best known 
work was ‘Years of Grace.’ 


London and New York a year later.: 


murder of her sweetheart and tried | 
|$12,000. Last week ‘Forbidden Com- 


'FIGHT FILMS IN COLUMBUS 


As 





Added Attraction May Top 
$2,500—‘Passage’ $5,000 


Columbus, June 27. 

The two RKO houses, Palace and 
Majestic, seem to have the jump 
this week. Former started well 
with ‘Westward Passage’ and latter 
has Schmeling-Sharkey fight films. 

The Grand, with Ford Rush, 
radio artist aiding, is also due for 
above average biz. 


Estimates for This Week 

Palace (RKO) (3,074; 25-35) 
‘Westward Passage’ (Radio). Looks 
right for 5,000. Last week ‘At- 
torney for Defense’ (Col) good 
enough, $4,000. 

Ohio (Loew-UA) (3,000; 25-35) 
‘Man from Yesterday’ (Par). Hardly 





better than $5,000 in sight. Last 
week “Fhunder Below’ (Par) off 


badly and glad to get light $4,800. 


Broad (Loew-UA) (2,500; 15-25) 
‘Forgotten Commandments’ (Par). 
Nice enough $3,500. Last week 


‘Man About Town’ just managed to 
hit $3,000. 

Grand (Neth) (1,100; 15-35) 
‘Winner Take All’ (WB) and Ford 
Rush on stage. Good for nice $5,- 
500 or better. Last week ‘Ferguson 
Case’ (WB) not so forte, $3,700. 

Majestic (RKO) (1,100; 15-25) 
‘Radio Patrol’ and Schmeling- 
Sharkey fight film. Easily $2,500 and 
may grow. Last week ‘Strangers 
of Evening,’ $2,200. 


Boston Biz Looks Up, 
Stoopnagle-Bud 27 G’s; 
Price H’wood $25,000 


Boston, June 27. 
Happiness week featured at all 


Publix theatres here and giveaways 
besides. The Met has Stoopnagle 
and Bud in addition to the regular 
unit and ‘Man from Yesterday’ on 
the screen. At the evening per- 
formance, Sevitzky conducts an or- 
chestra composed of 100 local boy 
and girl musicians. May do $27,000, 
nice. 

Keith’s with seven acts and ‘What 
Price Hollywood’ should top $25,000. 
Bennett pictures have done this at 
this house without vaudeville. Other 
Keith house, the Boston, has ‘Fast 
Companions’ on screen, plus the 
fight pictures and Jimmy Savo in 
the presentation. Combination rated 
as best draw house has had since it 
switched to units. 

Estimates for This Week 

Met (Publix) (4,300; 35-50-75), 
‘Man from Yesterday’ (Par) and 
unit. Might make $27,000, good. 
Last week ‘Rhapsody in Black’ (tab) 
and ‘Thunder Below’ (Par) a sum- 
mer wow at $40,000. 

Paramount (Publix) (1,800; 35-50- 
60), ‘Dark Horse’ (WB). If $8,000, 
that will be big. Last week ‘Society 
Girl’ (Fox) fair at $8,200. 

Keith’s (4,000; 35-50-75), ‘Holly- 
wood’ (Radio) and vaude. Strong 
bill should top $25,000. Last week 
‘Is My Face Red?’ (Radio) slipped 
in $15,000. 

Xeith-Boston (4,000; 25-35-50). 
Fast Companions’ and unit. A mild 








pany’ $8,000. 

State (4,000; 35-50-60), ‘Red- 
Headed Woman’ (M-G) and vaude. 
Plugged heavily and should better 
$18,000. Last week ‘Big Parade’ did 
$11,000, oke. 





‘Laughing’ in Ariz. 
Universal City, June 27. 
William Wyler, director, and John 
Huston, writer, leave this week for 
the Navajo Indian reservation in 
Arizona to film exteriors for ‘Laugh- 
ing Boy.’ 


Charles Stumar, cameraman, is 





going along. 











Picture Possibilities 








Royale). 


of a Don Juan. 
doubtful. 


vogue. 
| one belongs, 





_ ‘Bridal Wise’—Favorable 
‘BRIDAL WISE’ (Comedy, Sigourney Thayer, Cort). 


Should provide good script for program release. 
probably be the lead and is nearly so in the play. 


Kid (boy) would 
lbee. 





‘Christopher Comes Across’—Unfavorable 
‘CHRISTOPHER COMES ACROSS’ 


(Comedy, Brock Pemberton, 


Costume comedy along travesty lines with the discoverer in the guise 
Film chances depend on engagement, length of which, 


lbee. 





‘Blue Monday’—Unfavorable 


‘BLUE MONDAY’ (Drama, Barnett Warren, Provincetown Playhouse). 
Not enough material in story set within a small lamp-shade factory. 


lbee. 





‘A Thousand Summers’—Unfavorable 

‘A THOUSAND SUMMER®D’ (Comedy, Arch Selwyn). 

tween a mature woman and an immature youth, is one of those plays 
generally not feasible for the screen because of delicate situations. 


A romance be- 


lIbee. 





*‘Heigh-Ho, Everybody’—-Favorable 
‘HEIGH-HO, EVERYBODY’ (Comedy, John T. Adams, Fulton). About 
radio broadcasting with plenty of comedy at the expense of the ether 
One or two films with a radio plot are in the making but this 


Ibee. 


HOLLYWOOD’ AT 
$12,000 TOPS 
MINN. 


Minneapolis, June 27. 
RKO Orpheum comes strongly ta 
the front and is out in the leaa@ 
among loop houses this week for 
the first time in many a moon. With 
‘What Price Hollywood’ on _ the 
screen, it boasts by far the strong- 





est attraction in the berg and 
promises to breeze through to the 
week’s ace gross. 

Tallulah Bankhead never has 
meant anything to the box-office 


here, but the State did a good ex. 
ploitation and advertising job in 
selling ‘Thunder Below’ and it looks 
as though the leading Publix houses 
will finish the current seven days 
on the ledger’s winning side not. 
withstanding the picture’s medi< 
ocrity. A strong surrounding pro- 
gram, including Laurel & Hardy’s 
‘County Hospital,’ are helping. 
Tom Mix talker, ‘Rider of Death 
Valley,’ is off to a corking start at 
the Lyric which looks to be set for 
one of its biggest weeks for some 


time. The kids are flocking to this 
one by the droves. 

Thus far the 5c boost in night 
admissions at the State and Or- 


pheum down town and the Publix 
Uptown to cover the new admission 
tax apparently has had no adverse 
effect on attendance, according to 
all available information. House 
staffs assert they have heard no 
customer squawks. 


Estimates for This Week 

State (Publix) (2,000; 55) ‘Thun- 
der Below’ (Par). Doing better 
than had been anticipated, when 
Tallulah Bankhead’s box - office 
weakness and poorness of picture 
are taken into consideration. Nifty 
exploitation, picture’s rawness and 
presence of Laurel-Hardy comedy 
on program may account for pretty 
good trade. Looks like about $10,- 
000, nice. Last week, ‘Merrily We 
Go to Hell’ (Par), $11,800, big. 

Orpheum .(RKO) (2,890: 55)—~ 
‘What Price Hollywood’ (RKO) and 
vaudeville. Constance Bennett a 
draw and title a box-office natural 
Customers like picture. Vaudeville, 
with Peter Higgins, also okeh., 
Opened very big, with matinee trade 
especially strong. House splurged 
on advertising and exploitation and 
did a fine job of both, this helping 
to bring in many patrons over week 
end. May top $12,000. Good. Last 
week, ‘Two Seconds’ (FN), $8,000. 
Light. 

Lyric (Publix) (1,300; 35) ‘Rider 
of Death Valley’ (U). Tom Mix 
talker off to a speedy start. Young- 
sters here en masse. Heavy $7,500 
indicated. Good. Last week, 
‘Mouthpiece’ (WB), $4,700, okay. 

Aster (Publix) (900; 25) ‘When @ 
Feller Needs a Friend’ (M-G). 
Strong attraction for house, Jackie 


Cooper being a magnet. Should 
reach $1,200. Good. Last week, 
‘While Paris Sleeps’ (Fox) and 
‘Famous Ferguson Case’ (FN), 
split, $900. Fair. 

Grand (Publix) (1,100; 25) ‘Se 
Big’ (WB) and ‘Trial of Vivienne 
Ware’ (Fox), split, second loop 
runs. About $1,000 indicated. Fair. 


Last week, ‘Letty Lynton’ (M-G), 
second loop run, full seven days; 
$900; fair. 

Shubert (W. A. Steffes) (1,400; 
55) ‘Waltz by Strauss’ (Capital). 
Last week and finisher for foreign 
talkie season; $1,200; fair. 


Bennett $16,000, Big; 
‘Winner’ $14,000 Also 
Smart Biz for Detroit 


Detroit, June 27. 

‘Winner Take All’ opened at the 
Fisher to the first standee business 
house has had on a week night for 
months. Constance Bennett is per- 
forming the same sort of a miracle 
for the RKO Downtown. 

At the Michigan Bert Wheeler is 
suffering from following picture 
personalities who couldn't do any- 
thing. Wheeler, of course, can and 
does entertain them. Weak picture, 
‘Man from Yesterday,’ with him, too. 

Estimates for This Week 

Michigan (4,045; 15-35-50-75)— 
‘Man from Yesterday’ (Par) and 
Bert Wheeler in person. Around 
$22,000, off. Last week Rudy Vallee 
in person and ‘Thunder’ Below’ 
(Par) in. six days good at $23,500. 

Fox (5,100; 15-25-50)-——‘Bachelors’ 
Affairs’ (Fox) and stage show. Near 
$16,000. Last week ‘Week-ends 
Only’ (Fox) same figure. 

Fisher (2,665; 15-35-50-75)—“Win- 
ner Take All’ (WB) and stage show. 
Good on $14,000. Last week ‘Love 
Is a Racket’ (FN) weak at $9,700. 

Downtown (2,750; 15-25-50) 
‘What Price Hollywood’ (Radio). 
This one getting the jump on other 
Hollywood pictures, such as ‘Make 
Me a Star’ (Par), which opens next 
week at the Michigan. Will do $16,- 
000, exceptional. Last week ‘Race- 
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FILM REVIEWS 











Talking Shorts 





LAUREL and HARDY 
‘Any Old Port’ 
21 Mins.; 
Capitol, N. Y. 
Metro-Goldwyn 
Average rough-house two-reeler 
in its field and considerably below 


the usual grade for this pair. Com- 
edy lacks resourcefulness and falls 
into tried and tested chase stuff. 

All apparently built around one 
solid laugh, well placed and swiftly 
sprung. Pair are couple of sailors 


just off a whaler. Find a seaman’s 
lodging house kept by the tough 
Walter Long, who is abusing a girl 
slavey when they arrive. They 
make a gallant gesture of going to 
the girl’s defense, but when billiard 
balls bounce off the tough guy’s 
bean without attracting his atten- 
tion, they let it go at that. 

Angry, Long chases them all over 
the place and when they escape 
with the girl he is left furious. Sail- 
ors meet up with a friend who 
stakes them to chow on condition 
that Laurel, the little one, goes in 
the fight ring that night as a pre- 
liminary. Fight arena stuff is neatly 
worked up. Laurel is making his 
entrance as the last defeated gladi- 
ator is being carted off on a 
stretcher, but his attention is dis- 
tracted. He gets into the ring with 
much parade, and the surprise is 
sprung—his opponent is Long. 

Fight is just uninspired horse- 
play; Long puts a heavy weight in 
his glove, gloves are exchanged and 
the tough mugg is k.o’ed after 
Hardy has backed Long. Outside 
the one surprise laugh, it’s mediocre 
material. Rush. 


‘BIG DAME HUNTING’ 

With Ned Sparks 

Comedy 

20 Mins. 

Columbus, New York 
Radio 

Good comedy short. Action is 
neither wasted nor overdrawn. 
Slapstick acceptable mostly because 
of Ned Sparks and his cynical facial 
expressions. It’s a program builder 
that causes iaughs without forcing. 
Photography and recording both 
okay. 

Plot is thin enough but satirically 
constructed. About a domestic pair 
and their quarrels. Sparks is the 
husband who after staying out late 
tries to put one over by shoving in 
through a window and lands on the 
rmaid’s corpus. Screams follow as 
usual, The climax comes when 
Sparks is picked for a matrimonial 
maniac while trying to pick a cook 
for his household. Walks into a 
matrimony agency by mistake and 
so: forth, 

In the windup he is still quarrel- 
ing with his wife. It’s a sudden but 
fitting ending. 

Caught here on a double-feature 
program and carried the show’s 
punch and middle. Sparks himself 
is an asset to the b. o. as a comedy 
principal, Shan. 


PATHE AUDIO REVIEW 
avelog 





Nrvelty Tr 


Trans-Lux, N. ¥. 
RKO Pathe 

Of interest in this issue is the tour 
taken of a museum in Munich whose 
exhibits range from minor achieve- 
ments by humans to airplanes, etc. 

The Review also photographs odd 
fish, including a species that blows 
itself up with water, : nd for a nov- 
elty finish gives an idea of how the 
wrong sound on the right picture 
works out. It’s for novelty and 
laughs. Chay. 


‘KNOWMORE COLLEGE’ 
With Rudy Vallee 
Comedy 
10 Mins. 
Loew’s Orpheum 
Paramount 

Mr. Vallee, sans megaphone, sans 
orchestra and sans intelligent di- 
rection as an actor in a comedy 
sans humor. Brand new ‘dea, too 
—or it was in 1840—of a schoolroom 


full of grownups who can’t learn 
their lessons, so the peppy new 
teacher comes along, sings ’em 


songs, teaches them to sing songs, 
and all is lovely. 

Vallee is, of course, the teacher. 
He sings the class two numbers, 
one of them being ‘You Can Find 
a Rhyme for Everything but 
Orange.’ Then the ‘kids’ im the 
elass sing some choruses. 

Only real laugh in the reel is the 
tag. And it’s a tip-off on the en- 
tire subject. A Helen Kanish girl 
with one of those boop-boop-a-doop 
voices is standing im front of a 
skeleton telling about anatomy. 
Skeleton tilts its head at her, opens 
its mouth and says ‘Aw nuts.’ 
Kauf. 


RIDING THE SKIES 
Amelia Earhart Putnam 
Travelog 
12 Mins. 
Roxy 1 

Capitol 
Ordinary travelog of a trip from 
New York to Washington, D. C., dis- 
tinguished only by the titular intre- 
ductory of Mrs. Amelia Earhart 
Putnam’s aeronautical fame, and 
cut-ins of her piloting the N. Y.- 
Washington plane. 


That’s excuse for the Empire 
City’s skyline shots of Newark, 
Trenton and Philadelphia, and 


finally the Capitol on landing. 
Conventional travelog stuff lent 
an interesting tone by the Earhart 
aviation hook-up. That will tell the 
story on big league bookings for this 
short at the moment at a pretty 
good rental. Abel. 





‘MEDITERRANEAN MEMORIES’ 


Embassy, N. Y. 
Fox 


Fox Movietone cameramen got 
aboard the Saturnia and made some 
of its stops, including Gibraltar, 
Riviera, Algiers and Athens, with an 
offscreen voice aiding the camera in 
telling what it saw. Up to standard 
of travelog material of its type, suit- 
ing nicely as filler. 

On whole well photographed, the 
cameramen spotting their equip- 
ment at strategic and novel points 
in most cases. 


‘PROHIBITION’ 
Screen Snapshots Series 
9 Mins. 
Trans-Lux, N. Y. 

Col. 
Portions of the recent debate on 
whether prohibition is a success or 
a failure, between Aim2e Semple 
MacPherson and Walter Huston, 
makes up the total of this issue of 
‘Snapshots.’ It’s of unusual interest 
at this time in view of the wet-dry 
issue’s significance politically. For 
that reason, it should be ideal filler. 
Action is in the MacPherson An- 
gelus Temple, L. A. The evangelist 
leads off as an exponent of the dry 
cause, proving herself a_ skillful 
orator. Huston follows, also reveal- 
ing an oratorical flair that is sur- 
prising. He topped Mrs. MacPher- 
son on audience reaction. Char. 





SHARKEY-SCHMELING 


Made and presented by Leon Briton un- 
der auspices of the Madison Square Corp. 
At the Globe, New York, on grind start- 
ing June 22. Running time, 52 mins. 





The pro and con squawks that 
followed -the Sharkey-Schmeling 
fight for the world’s heavyweight 
championship were a break for this 
sound film record of the match. A 
banner on the Globe marquee, 
where the picture opened the morn- 
ing after, says: ‘Was Schmeling 
robbed of the title? Come in and 
see for yourself.’ Nothing could be 
swecter. 

Oddly enough, Sharkey clearly 
has an edge on rounds and points 
in the film. According to this re- 
porter’s scoring the German took 
six rounds to the new champ’s 
seven, while two were even. This 
varies considerably from the counts 
by ringside spectators. 


cluding Joe Humphries’ announce- 
ment and Referee Gunboat Smith’s 
instruction to the boys, was faith- 
fully picked up. 

No descriptive chatter this time, 
with the fight permitted to speak 
for itself. All the rounds were 
timed to the full three minutes, and 
no staliing in between. Title sheets 
with the coming round’s number 
are flashed between stanzas. 

The longer the sporting page 
squawks continue the better off this 
film wil be. Without the contro- 
versy it would be minus half its 
present value, for the film, like the 
fight, is entirely devoid of thrills. 

Rush. 


Man from Yesterday 


Paramount production and release featur- 
ing Claudette Colbert and Clive Brook. 
Screen play by Oliver H. P. Garrett from 
the play by Nell Blackwell and Rowland 





Miniature Reviews 


‘Man From Yesterday’ (Par). 
Program picture handsomely 
made but lacking any quality 
to lift it above the common 
level. Rather too late for a 
war drama but getting off on 





that angle. No one gets much 
opportunity. 

‘Bachelor’s Affairs’ (Fox). 
Lightweight theme with Men- 
jou strongest cast name. 
Neither faree nor a_ social 


problem development, fit misses 
throughout. Its general obvi- 
ousness mitigates against sus- 
taining interest. 


‘New Morals for Old’ (M-G- 
M). Serious treatment of the 
younger generation, a theme 
that mever yet has been a 
smash. This one its swathed 
in glooms, is muddled and is 
without names that will draw. 
Result is a weak sister. 


‘Whistlin’ Dan’ (Tiffany). 
Border story with Ken May- 
nard starred. Trite story, but 
well written and acted and ex- 
ceptional photography for this 
class. Somewhat above class 
average. 


‘Daring Danger’ (Col). Tim 
McCoy im a western too over- 
stressed to greatly interest any 
but the lower levels. 


(Sie- 
Another farce 
built entirely around Felix 
Bressart. Too similar to past 
efforts. No b. o. indicated in 
German nabes, or elsewhere. 


‘Herr Buerovorsteher’ 
gel-Monopol). 


*Hurra Ein Junge’ (Kreutz- 
berg). Involved German ‘farce 
along usual lines but with 
extra heavy cast. Ought to 
please Germans, 


‘Schubert’s Fruehlingstraum’ 
(Atlas). Based on the life of, 
and with music by, Franz 
Schubert. Good photography 
and the fine music make it 
pretty sure boxoffice for for- 
eign or arty trade. 











on the lower levels who crave action 
in plot and movement. A well-made 
production in point of staging, but 
it stops there. Will not do much 
better than slide through. 

Picture gets off to some fictitious 
excitement of an air raid over Paris. 
which covers now familiar ground 
from no new angle. Clive Brook, as 
an army officer, marries Claudette 
Colbert in a wine cellar during the 
raid, because he has to join his com- 
mand the following day for the big 
push. Back in the line he is gassed, 
left for dead and interned in a 
prison camp. A comrade tells Miss 
Colbert he is dead, but she still re- 
fuses to marry Charles Boyer, army 
surgeon, whose nurse she was dur- 
ing the war and who befriended her 
when the baby eame. 

Brook comes back, Boyer sends 
his wife back to him, but Brook 
guesses that she loves the other 
man; so he leaves her, goes on a 
drunk and deliberately seeks death. 
leaving her free to rewed. 

Nothing new in the pattern and 
no new twists redeem the now 
threadbare tale. The story merely 
wanders aimlessly along with inter- 
minable conversation and little 
drama. Supposed to be mental in 
its appeal, but rather lowbrow on 
this angle. 

It is impossible to feel the sug- 
gested tragedy because it is not 
sharply pointed up. More, the drab 
atmosphere of the last third of the 
picture clogs the imagination, and 
the players do nothing to lift it out 
of the slough. Brook moons around, 
Miss Colbert goes into tranees while 
she thinks of the other man, and a 
clever child is wasted on the usual 





blah paternal leve stuff. The scen- 
arist worked along the lines of least 
resistance, and the director did little 
or nothing to boost the slump 
through deft touches. Plenty of 
moving around, but no action. [It 
takes 40 minutes to terminate the 
returned husband, with just that 
one incident on which to hang the 
action. It’s too slight a peg. 
Productionally the picture has 
been well made. There are some 
pretty exteriors and some graphic, 
if uninteresting, war stuff, with one 
shot of Brook in the ambulance 


which is calculated to kill him off as 
a femme rave. 

Brook, almost as usual, is the 
stern, silent man who struts through 
his mess of woes like a stoic and 
never catches the sympathy because 
his role and his acting are alike 


wooden. Charles Boyer is more 
human as the surgeon, but appar- 
ently is held back to keep him from 
getting too much interest. Miss 
Colbert turns im only an average 
performance, with Andy Devine 
about the only really human being 
in the chief cast as a war buddy. 

A lot of money has been spent to 
purchase very little audience satis- 
faction. 


BACHELOR’S AFFAIRS 





Fox production and release featuring 
Adelph Menjow. Based on ‘Precious,’ play 
by James Forbes, directed by Alfred 
Werker. Screen play by Barry Conners 
and Philip Kleim; sound, Alfred Bruzlin; 
eamera. Norman Norbert Brodine; assis- 
ant director, Charles Woolstenhulme. 
Renning time, wt minutes, at the Roxy, 
N. Y., week of June 24. 

Retrvew HMeyVtccececesecccve Adolphe Menjou 
lt PREREEEET TTT Minna Gombe)? 
Oliver Dentom....ccccecsces Arthur Piersen 
BEC TERI. co cccccccccceseseenes Joan Marsh 
Luke Radcliff...... ..»-Allan Dinehart 
FTO. occ cccececesececesceseses Irene Purcell 
ONO o 66 65 000 bd06 en cdienass Don Alvarado 
MONE «004 0046000008neneo4 Herbert Mundin 
Mrs. Oliver Demtom...........- Rita La Roy 





Besides Menjou, cast holds lighter 
names m Minna Gombell, Arthur 
Pierson and Joan Marsh, who can 
lend but little te a weak sister, so 
it'll be up to the exploitation to sell 
‘Bachelor’s Affairs’ for what it can 
get. It’ll be tough selling, although 
its best bally, as the press-books 
indicate, is along light, summer 
farce lines, and not as a_ social 
problem play. However, it misses 
all around, lacking spice and hold- 
ing nothing to sustain the interest 
from the start. 

Premise is speedily established 
that Menjou’s marriage with the 
dumbbell Joan Marsh is strictly for 
her, or rather more for her machi- 
nating sister’s convenience. And as 
soon as one gets a flash of Arthur 
Pierson, who comes into the pic- 
ture in an intended casual manner, 
one knows the solution. 

Menjou is cast in a thankless role 
as the somewhat a. k. bachelor who 
kids himself that he needs a youth- 
ful companion in wedlock to jazz 
him up. The kid’s dizzy pace al- 
most wrecks him physically. 

Against this background is an un- 
derstanding business associate (Al- 
lan Dinehart) and a moze than sym- 
pathetic amanuensis (Irene Purcell) 
which about tells the finale before 
much of the first reel has traveled 
its course through the sprockets. 
Hence it becomes a matter of wait- 
ing for the obvious, which explains 
why that 64 minutes of running 
time seems so much more. 

Apart from the flimsy structure, 
Barry Connors and Philip Klein, 
the scenarists, have seen fit to per- 
mit their characters to talk in ‘Col- 
lege Humor’ epigrams. 

As an example, there’s a crack 
about an architect ‘but he has other 
plans’; or, if you don’t care for 
that, this epigram might do: 
‘Every man has his price and every 
woman her figure.’ 

Menjou looks the aged bachelor, 
but his affairs aren’t as intriguing 
as the title would suggest. About 
the biggest affair is the mistress 
of ceremonies as done by Minna 
Gombell who tries to frame things 
for economic convenience. 

Werker’s direction is in keeping 
with the lightweizht material as- 
sigred him; and the same goes for 
the playing which tried somewhat 


desperately, and almost always in 
vain, to intelligently treat with 
rather inspid material. Abel. 





The Woman’s Angle 








*Bachelor’s Affairs’ (Fox). 


‘The Man From Yesterday’ (Par). 
eoincidences, slowly and heavily told. Needs a more interesting, defi- 
nitely glamorous personality than Colbert to sustain femme interest. 


The comic aspect of a May-December ro- 
mance, casting Adolph Menjou disappointingly as an elderly, dyspeptic 


A stale story based on incredible 


New Morals for Old 


Metro-Goldwyn production and re 
by Charles F. Brabin. 
Young, Margaret Perry, Lewis Stone and 
Laura Hope Crewes featured. Story base@ 
en the stage play, ‘After All,’ by John Van 





Druten. Additional dialog by Zelda Sears 
and W.: Tuchock. Photography, John 
Mescal. Film editor, William S. Gray, 
At the Capitol, New York, June 2. Rum 
ning time, 72 mins. 
PE Gio dab 604.648 046 0000P d% Robert Young 
PHY]... cece ec ccecccecenceees Margaret Perry 
SR Rr ee ee Lewis Stone 
Mrs. Thomas.......... Laura Hope Crewes 
BNNs 5 44:00e c006d0gee sc eeenebeces Myrna Loy 
cect ccesecctccsccusecepes David Newell 
FIAIBCRR. . cc ccccccscccecsoccess Jean Hersholt 
BMstedle. 2... cc cccccvcceccocees. Ruth Selwyn 
MUG o:05 eebencnteceom@enas Kathryn Crawforé 
Mrs. Warburton........ Leuise Closser Hale 
Bodvin...ccccccrcccccces..+- Mitchell Lewig 
Aunty Doe weeees-Blizabeth Patterson 
oO! ares weeveee+s- Lillian Harmep 

A weak sister on innumerable 
eounts, chief of which is that it 
goes about the time-worn subject 
of the clash between the old-r and 
the younger generation in a tire- 
some way. There is no clean-cut 
issue to create tension. 

Author isn’t quite ab.e to make 
up his mind who is to blame 


whether it is the headlong selfishe 
ness of the youngsters who want 
their own way, or the older people 
who selfishly seek to order the 
world to their own liking, regard« 


less of the rights of the children, 
Both sides are unreasonable, and a@ 
sympathetic treatment of both of 


them leaves a fam wondering, ‘An@ 


so what?’ It may be that this im-« 
partial viewpoint has its literary 
merits, but it doesn’t supply the 


dramatic background for a film play, 
Certainly not for one that runs 
close to an hour and a quarter, 
There are spots of padded footage, 
Many things happen out of a clear 
sky and nothing comes of them. 

One is constantly invited io take 
interest in people who saunter 
casually in and then disappear. A 
great to-do is made of the young 
hero’s meeting with a girl fellow 
lodger in his Paris studio building. 
She is promptly recognizable as 
Myrna Loy and one naturally looks 
for something to happen out of this 
association. Nothing does. Instead 
there are other ambling events that 
make no more progress. 

Picture is stuffed from start to 
finish with dreary commonplaces, 
Picture opens with the elders leav- 
ing church services and walking 
home, greeting friends as they pass 
and chatting of their own concerns. 
They get home and, it then being 
12:30, the boy and girl of the 
househola are stil} sleeping and 
have to be awakened in an elab- 
orate comedy sequence. Point is 
that all this takes nearly 20 minutes 
to accomplish the preliminary 
planting of te story’s basis, the 
merest sketch of a prosperous, ami- 
able, cultured American middle 
class home. 

Story moves hence with leaden 
feet to the rebellion of the young 
pair. Daughter is impatient of re- 
straint and ends up in an illicit 
alliance with a married man. Son 
wants to study art in Paris, and in 
the end they both have their way, 
although the elders do their best te 
keep them put, resorting to un- 
scrupulous little family artifices te 
get their own way. The struggie 
kills the father and leaves the 
mother solitary and doleful. Young 
man goes to Paris, only to learn 
from a great art teacher that he 
will never do, and then comes home 
to resume his old life, apparently 
contented at having found out for 
himself that he had no talent. 

More amazing, the girl's ‘affair’ 
turns out happily enough, then the 
married man’s wife gets a divorce 
and they marry, and we have the 
closing episode of the now-grown- 
up boy and girl back in the old 
home, the girl with twins of her 
own, and starting right away on the 
same system of ruling everybody 
around her by running their lives 
for them. Altogether a wide circle 
that makes a tiresome journey. 

Production is excellent. Laura 
Crewes gives an inspired perform- 
anee of exquisitely balanced gentle 
comedy, and Lewis Stone supplies 
a flawless character role opposite 
her. The young people, Robert 
Young and Margaret Perry, are just 


an agreeable pair of juveniles, 
working gracefully and with en- 
gaging ease. Elizabeth Patterson 


contributes one of her very human 


types, and Mitchell Lewis, in a small 


bit as the French artist, makes a 
moment stand out. Louise Closser 
Hale makes an astonishing appear- 
ance in what amounts to a walk-on 
bit, and Myrna Loy flits in and out. 
Picture is just one of those things 
you wonder at—how it was chosen 
and why it was carried through. 
Rush. 














Milstein’s Inspection 
Hollywood, June 27. 


bridegroom. Builds laboriously to several good laughs, its mild enter- 
tainment elaborated by a parade of luxurious sets and flashy costumes. 


G. Edwards. Directed by Berthold Viertel. 


Those who saw both the fight| Photographed by Karl Struss. At the 














and the pictures say the routine|Par@mount, N. Y¥. and Brooklyn, week 
looks different on celluloid. Several path ~ ase Sa 68 Mins. ; ; Harry Milstein, general sales 
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nee. ‘ » Ge ee Ee SO bactddscecce 0s cbse onald C . ; i ‘ 
ae delet ae a pai obey! "Schubert's Frulingstraum’ (Capital). Only music students and ladies 
pg aed p gray Rather too late in the day to ex-| With a fondness for Schubert will find interest in this uninspired, over- Kane, Churchill Set at U 


pect war scenes, however well made, 
to carry a thin plot to distinction, 
and when the war peters out there 


is only scenery and conversation re- ; 
maining, aad the conversation is ba ‘The Office Gir? (Gainsborough). British version of an old German 


what must have been an overhead |very good. Probably will be ac-| ™USical, strictly Continental in viewpoint, humor, and slowness of pace. 
ee — up the ring sounds ‘cepted as average by class andi-| Virtue-gets-the-wedding-band its only basis for American femme attend- 
aithfully. All preliminary gab, in-| ences, but not apt to interest those! ance, which is no longer news to picture audiences over here. 


dialogued German film based on incidents in the composer's life, told 


Universal City, June 27. 
with scant dramatic effectiveness. 


Eddie Kane goes into ‘Once In & ) 
Lifetime’ at Universal, and Berton d | 
Churchill has a part in ‘Merry-Go- r ' 
Round,’ at same studio. ‘ 

Both deals agented by Leo Mor- f 
rison, 


The pictures are the most clearly 
photographed of any open-air night 
prize fight so far. The camera re- 
mained at an even distance, while 
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a 
to help. Inn-keeperess, misunder- ’ e ’ 

Conivisw maps) —_|famaing,tetee,mcatcegterown| AVEC L’ASSURANCE | QpJy 36 Women Writers 
(BRITISH MADE) hopes by marrying a waiter, the (‘With Assurance’) 

Gainsborough (English) production for| countess marries someone else in (FRENCH MADE) 

ERC tian wee sine unde tho adaptation, ont een rene and Frans loses cut (With Song) 

or § . : around. J 17 i 

Incidental music by Paul Abraham and|“ y+, not too sentim Paris, June 1T. (Continued from page 3) writers and 23 men _ incuding: 

rank ‘ ge ental, and, Paramount-Joinville production and re- . “ ® 
pas gl gy Roe cleverly handled, could have been | lease. Directed” by Roger Capeliani, | Van Druten, Bayard Veiller, Carey|Gladys Lehman, Elynore Delkart 
baum. Film editor, Ian Dalrymple. Atjenchanting. As is, it’s so slow, so | Scc=aTio by Saint-Granier. Music by | Wildon, Harold Wilson and Edgar|and Ella O'Neil; Richard Schayer, 


the Cameo, New York, June 24. Running 
time, 30 mins. 

Busie ..ccccccccccccccccces RORAtG Muller 
Herr Hasel. .cvrcccccccccveces Sack Hulbert 
Herr Arvay...-cocvccecsees..-Owen Nares 
MIQDHOP oecccecs seeeeeess+-Morris Harvey 


This is the third 
the German-made ‘Private Secre- 
tary’ pretty well exploited in the 
original German in the foreign lan- 
guage houses. hereabouts. That 
origin is left unmentioned in this 
Englisi version made in England 
with a mixed cast, including the 
German star, Renate Muller, with 
Jack Hulbert and Owen Nares su- 
perimposed as it were o the Ber- 
lin background, 


RKO Radio took over the film for 
this side and tried it out under the 
tentative title of ‘Sunshine Susie.’ 
‘Why they switched titles to ‘Office 
Girl’ doesn’t appear, but anyhow the 
antecedents of the picture do not 
appear in the main title. 


Be that as it may, the version 
is a smear. Whole treatment is 
characteristically light musical in 
the genial German spirit and 
wouldn't belong in American re- 
lease, despite its genuiness. Strained 
to fit English dialog, it’s pretty ter- 
rible. What else could be expected 
of a picture that pitched the very 
British Jack Hulbert into a film set 
in Vienna and done in the German 
manner. Owen Nares as the male 
lead ig once and a half as British 
as Hulbert, if that is possible. 
These two doing a typical German 
comedy sequence in a Vienna beer 
garden with the German star who 
carries a lot of Teuton accent into 
her English speech must have 
worked with a lump in the throat, 
and they looked it. This sequence, 
by the way, lasts upward of ten 
minutes, and there isn’t a legiti- 
mate laugh in it, except what Hul- 
bert makes by his rough clowning. 

Whole picture is rather a star- 
tling business. Most of it is set in 
a bank, where rows and rows of 
girl typists suddenly go into pre- 
cision typewriting in‘time to music. 
Incidental score doesn’t get any- 
where. Theme song is ‘I’m Happy,’ 
with a tune that sounds like a musi- 
cal comedy topical and lyrics that 
must have come out of “The Child’s 
First Reader.’ Most of the sce- 
mario may have come from the 
same source. 

It isn’t fair to rate Renate Muller 
on this version. Actress has a cer- 
tain energetic dash, despite over- 
done coy tricks, and might be han- 
dled to good effect in a vigorous 
comedy role. Here she’s sunk by 
script banalities. Nares is a suave 
British actor who is put in pain- 
ful positions and can't help looking 
rather sheepish about it all. Hul- 
bert, being something of a comedy 
mugg, carried it off with a high 
hand and gave the picture what 
entertainment it had, little enough 
though it be. 

Formula went out of use here 
Yyahrs and yahrs ago. Country girl 
is revealed coming to the city to 
seek her fortune, getting a job ina 
bank by crashing the works. Then 
you sit back and wait for her to 
grab the bank president. It takes 
80 minutes in this masterpiece, and 
that’s a long time. Rush. 


Schubert’s Fruhlingstraum 


(‘Schubert’s Dream of Spring’) 
(GERMAN MADE) 
(With Songs) 


Atlas Film production. Capital Film re- 
Yease in U. S. Features Gretl Theimer and 
Carl Joeken. Direction, Richard Oswald; 
scenario, Rebner and Lasko; photography, 
Willi Goldberger; music adapted from 
Schubert melodies. At the Europa, N. Y., 
on grind run beginning June 21. Running 
time, 85 mins. 

Count Esterhazy......+.... Alfred Lauetner 
ae Esterhazy......+.....-Gretl Theimer 
fon Feckele..... : »+- Willi Stetner 
¥ranz Schubert.......s.eeeee..-Carl Joeken 
Fredl Kiebinder..............Siegfred Arno 
i eee eseeese- Lucie Englisch 
Wt sav sesuadeseenens ons ceel .. Oskar Sima 


incarnation of 


ee 


Producers of this film probably 
figured that anything based on 
Franz Schubert's life and having a 
number of Schubert melodies was 
pretty sure box office. And they 
were right. It is box office. But 
that doesn't excuse its being quite 
as bad a picture as it is. 

Jerkily put together, badly acted, 
overlong and elephantine in pace, 
the only things the picture can 
claim any credit for are photog- 
raphy and music. Those are un- 
doubtedly enough to make it worth 
while booking in U. 8S. arties and 
foreign houses, but they'll leave the 
customers with an unpleasant taste 
for future product of this nature. 
And what makes it pitiful is that it 


class of films that have both artistic 
and monetary values. 





wearying that if it weren't for the 
occasional intrusion of some Schu- 
bert songs it would be a complete 
bore. 

Carl Joeken, a film unknown, is 
entrusted with ithe Schubert role. He 
has a nice baritone voice and looks 
a good deal like pictures of the 
composer, which is all the credit he 


can possibly ask for. Gretl Theimer, | 


seen much too seldom in German 
films, is the Countess, and Lucie 
Englisch, seen much too 
the innkeeper. Siegfred Arno, in a 
minor role, does the only worth- 
while bit of acting. 

At the Europa the picture is made 
even less acceptable because of the 
very poor print in use. Super-im- 
posed titles were stuck on the film 
for the usual mistaken notions, with 
the usual result that the film was 
all but ruined and is so white as to 
practically hide the charm of the 
exceptional photography. Kauf. 


WHISTLIN’ DAN 


Tiffany production and Sono-Art-Worid 
Wide release. Stars Ken Maynard. Di- 
rected by Phil Rosen. Story and conti- 
nuity by Stuart Anthony. RCA recording. 


Cast: Joyzelle, Georges Revenant, Don 
Terry, Harlan Knight, Jessie Arnold, Jack 
Rockwell. At Loew’s New York theatre 


one day, 
bill. 


June 21, as one half of a double 


Running time 65 mins. 





Tiffany has turned out a very 
creditable western, using familiar 
plot factors and yet managing to 
retain a good degree of suspense. 
Dialogue is above the average and 


photography, for angles and com- 
position studies far ahead of the 
average hoof and mouth drama. 


Not original enough to get outside 
the radius of the usual bookings, 
but entitled to respect in its class. 
Can double bill with the best of 


them and carry a weak second for | 


the lower ratings. 

Border drama with Maynard out 
to get the bandit who killed his 
partner. He joins the gang and by 
ones and twos turns them over to 
the sheriff until the suspicions of 
the chief are arouse. Then it’s a 
roundup for the rest. This usually 
comes along about every fifth or 
sixth week, but generally not as 
well written. 

Maynard is his usual self as the 
red blooded ranchman, and Georges 
Renavent fairly revels in his 
chanees as the bandit head. His 
diction is unusually good. Joyzelile 
is a rubber stamp border beauty 
on the south side of the line, but 
does sufficiently well, and Jessie 
Arnold handles neatly the part of a 
dance hali girl who is no longer 
young. Harlan Knight has the 
comedy relief, which is not much 
of a relief. 

Usual hard riding and of course 
the rough and tumble fight to close, 
but the photography is better than 
usual and the interiors look like in- 
teriors rather than studio sets. 


DARING DANGER 


Columbia production and release. Stars 
Tim McCoy. Story by Wm. Cold McDon- 
ald. Dialog and continuity by Michael 
Trevalyan. Directed by D. Ross Leder- 
man. Assistant director, Wilbur McGaugh. 
Cameraman, Benj. Kline. Sound, Glen 
Rominger. Film editor, Otto Meyer. Cast 
includes Alberta Vaughn, Wallace McDon- 
ald, Murdock McQuarrie, Ed. Le Saint, 
tobby Nelson, Max Davidsen, Vernon Dent, 
Robert Ellis, Richard Alexander. At the 
Stanley theatre, N. Y., one day, June 23, 
as one half of a double bill. Running 
time, 58 mins. 


Somebody slipped on this one, 
with the director and scenarist in 
the front line of the suspects. Some- 
what thin story of cattle rustling is 
not materially helped by the dialog 
and over-fast riding. Overstress 
on a fight turned the finish into a 
com@y for the Stanley audience, 
which was laughing pretty much 
through the windup fight. Can 
slide threugh as the bottom layer 
of a doubleheader, but will not sat- 
isfy as a single in most spots 
where westerns are still capable of 
singling. 

A stiff fight at the start gets the 
story off well, but it does not build 
up. Best bit is a scene with Vernon 
Dent as a singing barkeep, with 
McCoy supplying baritone to Dent’s 
tenor. 
have been handled better. Over- 
long, but the footage is still two 
minutes short of t customary 60. 

After a fight Ricnard Alexander 
plugs McCoy after drawing a bullet 
from the latter’s gun. When Me- 
Coy recovers he goes in search of 
Alexander and finds him mixed up 
with a rustling outfit. 
joins the other side, 
back and forth. 


much riding 
McCoy is caught 


| with the trick iron used to alter the 
could easily have been in that rare | 


/ert Ellis 


Story is thinnish, which is okay | 


enough, and spun around an inci- 
dent in the sad life of the great 


composer. Ugly in physique and 
hopelessly poor, he nevertheless 
allowed himself the luxury of oc- 


casionally falling in love with beau- 
tiful women. For film purposes one 
of these occasions is picked on. 
a wealthy, beautiful and flirtatious 
countess. The village inn-keeperess, 
fenuinely in love with the composer, 
talks to the countess, who decides 





}as the lead, 
It’s | 


brand and gets in a fight with Rob- 
while 
back to the ranch for help. That’s 
when the laugh started, for the fight 
is overboard and the horse gallops 
over half a county. 

Three named do the best they 
can, but that isn’t very much. Al- 
berta Vaughn, who used to be a 
shape actress, doesn’t do so badly 
and no one laughed 
when McCoy cailed her ‘Almost 21.’ 

Well-picked natural backgrounds, 
but the interiors are cheaply done 
and poorly lighted and the direction 
is stiff and hackneyed, 


often, is | 


An effective bit which might | 


Naturally he | 


his horse rushes | 


Borel-Clerc, Oberfeld and Marcel Lattes. 
Recorded by Western Electric. Running 
time, 86 mins. ount, Paris, June 16. 
Jean d’Abray..........+.....Saint-Granier 
Betty Rolston.............Jeanne Helbling 
Williamson ....-.se.+-..-Armand Lurville 
Ferdinand .....cccccccces----Andre Berley 
Helene -Sitmone Rouviere 


eeeeeeee ec eeeeeeee 

A farce with 
one of which, at least, is very 
catchy. No pretense at anything 
| serious, but the film pleases as ac- 
ceptable entertainment and is wel! 
acted. From the femme angle, it is 
timely on account of a pajama com- 
petition. 

A good deal of trick photo has 


incidental tunes, 


cheap, due to some good 
door shors and some nice sets. 
Photo and sound okay. 

Story shows an impoverished 
young man of good family getting 
a job as an insurance agent, thanks 
to a girl friend. He fails to sell any 
insurance in the Riviera territory 
until he arranges the theft of the 
jewelry of a rich old dowager; after 
which he insures everybody against 
| anything—blackmail, flightiness of 
| wives, etc. In the meantime he 
| flirts with a rich American girl, 
jand would get the sack from 
| boss except that his old girl friend 
saves him and marries him. 

Saint-Granier does the insurance 
agent in an amusing way, and man- 
ages to give a very youthful im- 
pression. His girl friend is done 
nicely by Simone Rouviere; but the 
|main femme part—that of the 
American girl—is successfully done 
by Jeanne Helbling. Andre Berley 
does amusingly the part of the 
Riviera hotel man, with further 
comedy supplied by Madeleine 
Guitty and Magdelaine Berubet. 

Names and lightness of treat- 
|ment likely to make the film b.o., 
especially in the provinces. Mazi. 


HURRA, EIN JUNGE 


(‘Hurray, a Boy’) 
(GERMAN MADE) 
(With Songs) 

Kreutzberg-Orplid production. Capital 
Iilm release in U. S. Features Max Adal- 
bert, Ida Wuest, Lucie Englisch, Fritz 
Schulz, Geerg Alexander and Ralph Arthur 
Roberts. Direction, Georg Jacoby; story, 
by R. Arvay and St. Mihaly from a play 
by Arnold and Bach; music, Mare Roland; 
lyrics, Dr. Johannes Brandt; photography, 
Willy Goldberger; supervision, Bob Stoll. 
At the Hindenberg, N. Y., on grind, weok 





June 20. Running time 90 mins. 

Councillor Nathusius..... «--Max Adalbert 
BERERIEES cecccccccccecotcoorcees Ida Wuest 
ROOM. cote céoces cccaweseses Lucie Englisch 





Dr. Waldemar Weber..........Fritz Schulz 
Blien Luedera@ ....cccccccsees Jessie Vihrog 
Ds TEE DVR. cc cccccse Georg Alexander 
I'ritz Pappenstiel....Ralph Arthur Roberts 
ZOO TAGF Partieits csc ccesecss Lotte Lorring 
MED. gcc vccadecéosoes Vicky Werkmeister 
PEOOER. 05 bt necnesseabdeces H. H. Schaufuss 





For an Anglo-Saxon mentality 
there’s no hope in this type of pic- 


ture, but predicating the thought 
that Continental farces are _ in- 
tended for Continental consump- 


tion, ‘Hurra Hin Junge’ ought to be 
nice box-office in strictly Teuton 
centers. Added to which there’s an 
exceptionally heavy cast which in- 
cludes practically all the better 
known German fun-makers. Where 
foreign theatres in the VU. S. de- 
pend on foreign trade (not on hi- 
hat or arty Americans) film will 
draw. 

Plot mechanics are highly in- 
volved but amusing enough. Young 
doctor, just married, is faced by 
the embarrassing arrival on the 
scene of a son. Afraid to tell his 
wife, he goes in for a couple fibs 
which are called by the lady lead- 
ing to the usual complications. 

Europeans like that sort of thing. 
It’s handled here pretty creakily 
and broadly, with plenty of double- 
entendre in the dialog, which also 
is an asset. Max Adalbert perhaps 
Germany’s best character actor and 
Raiph Arthur Roberts one of the 
leading comics, are best in the 
heavy cast. Fritz Schulz and 
Georg Alexander are not far be- 
hind. Ida Waest is a great Teuton 
favorite as is also Lucie Englisch, 
and both handle their roles here in 
sufficiently satisfactory manner. 

Two mediocre songs probably 
don’t make any difference. Kauf. 


Der Herr Buerovorsteher 


(‘The Office Manager’) 
(GERMAN MADE) 
(With Songs) 
Siegel-Monopol production. 
release in U. §&, Stars Felix Bressart. 
Direction, Hans 3ehrendt; scenario, 
‘harles Roellinghoff from a stage play by 








R. Bernauer; camera, Franz Planer; 
music, Walter Kollo; lyrics, Charles Roel- 
linghoff; supervision, ©. H. Jarosy. At 
he 72nd St. Playhouse, on grind, week 
| Tane 16. Running time 80 mins. 
| Joachim Reisnagel .......... Felix Bressart 
Jr, Fritz Barke ....+6....Herman Thimig 
ee MOR. TASS. ccccecctceces Julia Serda 
REED becusesceseses seeee--Margot Walter 
li von Waldhofen........ Maria Meissner 
zeorge von Zamokki........-. Alfred Abel 





Interesting example here of how 
over-emphasis of a face or charac- 
ter can kill a screen career. Felix 
Bressart a couple of seasons back 
was one of the most interesting 
|German comedians. He has an 
lelongated body, squinty eyes and 
jnaturalNy funny appearance Plus 
|plenty of screen capacity. 





his | 


Allen Woolf. 
Three Par Femmes 
Paramount lists three women 
writers against 36 men. Personnel 





| Lloyd 


been used, but the film doesn’t look | 
out-of- | 





, consists of Zoe Akins, Agnes Brand 


Malcolm 
Buchman, 
Lester Cole, 


Leahy, 
Stuart 
George 


Josephine Lovett, 
3oylan, Sidney 

M. Cohan, 
Corrigan, James 
Fagan,. Harvey Fergusson, Martin 
Flavin, Oliver H. P. Garrett, Har- 
vey Harris Gates, Benjamin Glazer, 
Bert Allen Granet, Harry Wagstaff 
Gribble, Lorenz Hart, Harry’ Her- 


vey, Percy Heath, S. K. Lauren, 
Vincent Lawrence, Benn W. Levy, 
Herman Mankiewicz, Joseph L. 


Mankiewicz, Joseph Moncure March, 
Brian Marlow, Edwin Justus Mayer, 
Wm. Slavens McNutt, Sam Mintz, 
Fred Niblo, Jr., Samson Raphael- 
son, Richard Rodgers, Hugh Stange, 





| Pembroke, John Huston, Earl 
Bernard | 


| roster 
tion, 
| studio, 


editor in chief; Dale Van Every. 
assistant; Tom Reed, Lester Cohen, 
Martin Brown, R. C. _ Sherriff, 
James Mulhauser, Courtenay Ter- 
rett, James Knox Millen, John Mee- 
han, Jr., Frank Wead, John L. Bald- 
erston, Tom Buckingham, Scott 
Snell, 
Wilmon B. Menard, 
Jack Natteford, 
Seton I. Miller, 
William Anthony 


Ray Doyle, 
Ferdinand Reyher, 
Tom Kilpatrick, 
Tom Crizer and 
McGuire. 
Warners’ 
Although the entire 
of writers is now on vaca- 
awaiting reopening of the 
contractees total 18—two 
women and 16 men. List shows Kay 


Vacationers 
Warner 


| Davis, Lillie Hayward, Robert Lord, 
| Courtenay Terrett, Charles Kenyon, 


Sheridan Gibney, Niven Busch, 





Louis Weitzenkorn, Raoul Whit- | Harvey Thew, Carl Erickson, John 
field, Waldemar Young, Jack Cun- | Bright, Ward Morehouse, Wilson 
Table Shows Number of Writers Under 
Contract to Major Studios on June 25 
NO. WOMEN NO. MEN 
STUDIO WRITERS WRITERS TOTAL 
eS Porrrere TTL ETT EETrTry 16 54 70 
PSPAIMOUNRE ceocccccccccecesseces 3 36 39 
GelemebiR sc oc vie veveseceasenses 5 27 32 
Univereal icoccccecccosscoccsces 3 26 29 
tC re ones eeeenvenseuy cen 3 21 24 
Warnera ..0...06 06eas hte soutaee 2 16 18 
FOR «évasce 604256 aseseneesesees 4 12 16 
36 192 225 











ningham, Dan Totheroh and Walton 
Hall Smith. 
Col’s New High 

Columbia boasts 32 writers, 
largest number employed at 
one time in the history of this 
studio. List shows five women and 
27 men including Nina Wilcox Put- 


the 





nam, Eunice Chapin, Gertrude Pur- 
cell, Agnes Christine Johnson and 
Ruth Todd. Men are James K. Mc- 
Guinness, Maxwell Anderson, Jules 
Furthman, Dudley Nichols, Jo 
Swerling, Robert Riskin, Francis 
Edward Faragoh, Keene Thompson, 
Norman Krasna, Sidney Kingsley, 
Eugene Thackeray, Frank Cavett, 
Edward Roberts, Edward Paramore, 
Frank Dazey, Aben Kandel, Charles 


A. Logue, Karl 3rown, Milton 
Krims, Lambert Hillyer, Jack 
Jungemeyer, Fred Myton, Kurt 
Kempler, Stuart Anthony, Jack 


Neville, Paul Gangelin and Gordon 
Rigby. 
U Low 
Universal is at low ebb with the 
small total of 26 writers as against 
around 40 on its staff three months 
ago. List shows three women 


any | 


, Mizner, Paul Green, Howard Green 
’ , 


| 
| 


Kubec Glasman, Srown Holmes, 
Houston Branch and Austin Parker. 

Fox has the smallest list of con- 
tract writers in the major studio 
group. Entire personnel totals but 
16, four women and 12 men. List 
includes Bradley King, Sonya Le- 
vien, Katherine Scola and Maurine 
Watkins. Men are: S. N. Behrman, 
Guy Bolton, Edwin Burke, Al Cohn, 
William Conselman, Richard Car- 
roll, Barry Conners, Leon Gordon, 
Philip Klein, Jules Furthman, Quinn 
Martin and Byron Morgan. 

Radio’s 24 

Radio list 24 writers, three women 
and 21 men, including Adele Rogers 
Hyland, Sarah Y. Mason and Jane 
Murfin. Male writers are H. M, 
Swanson, story editor; Howard 
Estabrook, Kenneth MacGowan, 
Horace Jackson, J. Walter Ruben, 
Roland Brown, Bartlett Cormack, 
James Creelman, Willis Goldbeck, 
Jerome Horwin, Robert Tasker, Ben 
Markson, Samuel Ornitz, Casey 
Robinson, Jerry Sackheim, Freder- 
ick Schlick, John Speaks, Francis 
Cockrell and Maxwell Anderson. 





No Rest 


It’s a‘seven day week for all the- 
atre employees at RKO from now 
on. The six day week under which 
policy theatre employees took one 
day off weekly has been abolished 
by the management. 


The seven day order goes for all 
house managers, assistant man- 
agers, doormen, attendants and 
cashiers. 





Loew’s-Publix Take ‘Captive’ 
Columbia's ‘Blonde Captive’ has 
been booked 100% by Loew’s. Pub- 
lix is also taking the jungle picture 
heavily. 
It’s an indie, by Ben Pizor, dis- 
tributing through Col. 





star rung. At the rate which his 
pictures have managed to reach 
New York he must have been 
working day and night for the past 





| 
| 





In no} 
‘time at all he worked up te the’ fair, photography poor 


year. And each of the pictures .is 
|just a little bit worse than the 
‘last. Current release seems pretty 
hopeless. 

Bressart is here the office man- 
ager for a young lawyer. All the 


Capital Film/ysual Bressart tricks and a swell 


performance if it weren’t backed up 
to the umpteen other Bressart pic- 





Masquers Snub Mortgage 
With Second Radio Series 


Hollywood, June 27. 

Radio has renewed its contract 
with the Masquers Club for six two- 
reel comedies to be made this year, 
Club made six last year. 

So far the actors’ club has re- 
ceived $31,000 for its end of the deal 
on last year’s product, with one 
two-reeler yet to be released. Money 
is being used to clear the clubhouse 
mortgage and carry on welfare 
work. Of an original $1°°%,000 mort- 
gage on the property only $15,000 
remains. 





Friars Club in New York hasn’t 
been that financially fortunate with 
its 10% net cut on the Friars 
Frolic’s fortnight’s engagement at 
the Roxy. The first week the club 
realized $1,250; this past week, 
much below that. 

Columbia Pics has a similar film 
shorts’ deal with the Lambs club 
to help the latter theatrical or- 
ganization lift the mortgage. 





Another 10% Cut by N.Y. 


tures along exactly the same lines | 


and with exactly the same busi- 
ness. 
It’s a 


involved himself. 


divorce lawyer, who gets 
He wants to help 


Projectionists Denied 


Operators’ union (306) denies an- 


|other wage cut of 10% is under con- 


| sideration. 


out a beautiful client so takes over | 


the management of her finances. | : 
;eventuall¥ bring pressure in favor 


So involved that both the client and 
the lawyer seem to be facing dis- 
aster but faithful Reisnagel, the 
clerk, pulls a coup d'etat and saves 
everything. 

Herman Thimig as the attorney 
is fatuous as always and not ever 
convincing, and Alfred Abel, a fine 
actor, is miscast as the heavy. 
Maria Meissner, a pretty new face 
could stand some development. 

Three songs, all.ordinary; sound 


Kaup. 


| 


This report, says a 306 


| spokesman, is being spread by in- 


dependent exhibitors in New York 
as propaganda which they hope will 


of another cut. 

A 10% reduction in booths was 
made to both chains and indies last 
winter. 





28 OF 393 IN OKLA. UNWIRED 


Dallas, June 27. 
board figures show 

Oklahoma, out of 
28 are unwired, 


Recent film 
395 theatres in 


which only 














VARIETY 


| LEADERSHI 


This industry faces new problems. 














Past experience will help to solve 
some of them. 


une 28, — | 








But leadership is required to 
overcome them all. 


That leadership is evident in the 

policies now being established in 
the New and Greater Fox Film 
Corporation. 





F oresight and the courage to 
pioneer are the fundamentals of 
these policies. 


Progress and stability will be t 
their results — not only for Fox 
but for the entire industry. 


WATCH FOX THIS YEAR! 
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FOX WONT LOAD 
IN ADVANCE, 
SAYS KENT 





Hollywood, June 27. 
Production schedule at Fox is un- 





3 for 15c 


Tacoma, June 27. 

Triple features and _ three 
shorts for 15c. is what the 
Shell, downtown grind, is of- 
fering for midnight mat Sat- 
urday with guarantee of no 
disturbance to sleepers. Show 
runs from 11 to 2 a. m. 

This burg not big enough for 
midnight mais, but location of 
Shell near the Jap eateries 
and bus stations explains, that. 











Studio Placements 


Jimmy Durante, untitled Marion 
Davies, Metro. 

Frank Campo, ‘White Eagle,’ Col. 

Shirley Grey opposite Tim McCoy, 
‘Long Loop Laramie,’ Col. Noah 
Beery and Claire McDowell also in 
cast. 

Dolores Rey, ‘Night Mayor,’ Col. 

Walter Hiers, Charles Williams, 
‘70,000 Witnesses,’ Rogers. 

Dewey Robinson, ‘Blonde Venus,’ 
Paramount. 


James Creelman to write ‘Three 


Allied Convention 


Principally 


Concerns Itself with Analysis of 
Each Distrib’s ‘Unfair’ Contract 





Atlantic City, June 27. 


Allied is doing an about face on 





= complete the survey of all come 
|} panies before turning it over to 


P . , Came Unarmed,’ Radio ; : 
i y y ab % of The sleeps is bound to get cig tea ; cae l their , . ars 
determined with only about 40% o - ; — Margaret Seddon, ‘Smilin’ Thru,’ | what is officially conceded here to | ‘®ei" own Printers. 
the coming season’s product set. them. One _ sheet flash of M-G-M ‘ —~ | Universal, last of the majors to 
- : | é > ,’? ? = $ as Sté as as se as | ; ; 
Sidney Kent before leaving for the | men only’ also pulls. Ruth Donnelly, ‘Bitter Tea of | be its last stanc. It has set aside jlisten to an Allied deal, and last 
east said that he was not in favor General Yen,’ Col. | the torch for the pen. Abram | to withdraw, was the most severely 
of planning too far ahead, as no ‘. ion gine 5 ey ag | Meyers, announcing himself at this | criticized by Yamins, who said that 
one knew what would happen be- B C 1antom of restwooda, adloO, J./ oe Then : : , }it possessed more faults than all 
im Tey : | RE an |}combination Jersey state convention | *~ 
fore the season was completed. arnu ONSCIOUS | Waiter Rubin directing. lof the others. Among the 1932-33 


Studio has sufficient material on 
hand to see a finished schedule, but 


Grey westerns, four of which will 


uther gigantic house front under- 


Bruce Cavot, ‘Sports Page,’ Radio. 
‘Little 
Sam Mintz 


Robinson to direct 
Orphan Annie,’ Radio. 


Casey 


Long, Claire McDowell, ‘Loop Loop 


and conference of eastern allied 


|}units, as weary, admitted he is du- 





for 1932-33, expressed their doubt 


Universal contractural changes, said 
Yamins, is one which gives the 


Kent claims that current conditions (pate ee Oe Ss writing. bious over the outcome of Allied’s | company 12 jays to accept or can- 
have made the public’s taste too} around $9,000, while the rest went Gwili Andre, ‘Mysteries of French | jatest plan to make a national drive | Ce! the contract after the applica- 
fickle, with each cycle introduced | for steam and piping. At that time | Secret Police,’ Radio. ; a lbs: tion, while the exhibitor i3 bound. 
running its course in short time. [it used to cost the Warners between | Jack Kennedy, ‘Last Mile,’ Tiffany. for membership. This he described | piaygates must be paid on dates 
i Kent feels that a diversified pro- | $7,000 and $8,000 to change the sign, meta Riddle Me |as the only hope. | specified any picture sold can be 
» gram will be the most productive.|159 feet long, the largest in the Tim Mccéy, Noah Beery, Ray- At the same time, representatives | substituted with grievance claim 
Only one-type rictures to get the | country. mond Hatton, Lloyd Ingraham, |2™°"8 five major indie producers, | adjusted by a special arbitration 
official okay have been the Zane WB's ‘Show of Shows’ was an-|Shir'ey Grey, Niles Welsh, Walter promising a total of 191 features | board; and exhilbs must pay 10% 


of any judgment to go toward Uni- 


be made. Budget of the horse/ taking, costing. $16,000. That on|Laramie,’ Col. at the conclusion of the convention | yersal counsel fees. 

operas will be cut considerably. | ‘Noah’s Ark,’ with steam, rain and Jason Robards, Robert Ellis, Ward | that national Allied’s second part] Little was found wrong with the 
. > . “1)i ‘ys ag , . ; - oe io Poy ¢ | . 

Understood that the westerns on| other effects, is held by showmen | BOnd, Robert Elliott, Frank Hagney, | of the remoulding campaign fer an! Fox form for the new year except 





Frank Campeau, ‘White Eagle,’ Col. 


last season’s program averaged | as the most extravagantly worked- Dulcie Cooper and Bramwell indie-for-indie booking arrange- ion a technicality in shipping which 
close to $225,000 cost each. out exhibit ever devised to catch| metcher, ‘Face on the Barroom ment will ev er come out of its pres- | would free the organization from 
the public’s eye. Floor,’ Aubrey Kennedy ent committee position. late deliveries and would make the 


CRITICS MUST PAY OWN: 


What interests so much about the 
Mayfair front is its simplicity when 
broken down to materials, etc., as 


Karl 3rown to 
Trooper,’ Col. 
Clyde Cook, Dorothy and Harry 


adant ‘State 


The indie producers, expressing 
themselves as mindful of Allied’s 
failure on every hook-up venture in 





exhib hoid the bag. 
Paramount, according to the Fall 
| River exhibitor-analyst, would col- 


0 GOV'T ADMISH TAX against some that Warners and Dixon, untitled Marion Davies, | the past, insisted tha: regardless of | lect tiie same amount on a percent- 

l yh Publix have had. The Mayfair, in pong an tena 'iadete | developments they will not declare | age booking whether the exhib low- 

——_ keeping the cost down to the $5,000 ‘Chandu: ety nah oen) waSEm, poy, ca rh pagent + gn - | ered his admissions or not. It would 

Film reviewers and other working | ™ark, has done away with the elec- John Mack Brown, ‘70,000 Wit- | cha Gedannmins Parasia "hae rr FE on a =e eet 

pewspapermen attending the picture | ‘Tice! elects, which ents up Maso | nesses, Charlee. Be Hegers. : ever, boasted of getting his inter- woe a ‘ihe “aa ib ae ni 4 peor 
houses in New York and other keys, ity of expenditure on displays. Allen deLano to co-direct with , " ; sions to the exhib. amins rea 


on business, will have to pay their 
own tax according to the circuits’ 
ruling. 


; Saba This to Yamins would mean pro- 
Chains refuse to absorb these} ber of Ietters alone running to Dorothy Christy, ‘70,000 ‘Wit-|several of the large companies. | tection for tl abe he ont 
es . ‘ine passed |$5,000. Those same letters are now ay A. ection for the organization in case 
surcharges which are —— passe echatead ble ore $250 nesses,’ Charles R. Rogers. : That ‘sauce for the goose’ doesn’t |any of its independent producers 
: “ $y $) > 2? . ‘ ‘a P " . 
on to public and press alike. Pe, Conlon, ‘Sign of the/so in the case of Jersey's Allied ' fail to produce or in the event that 
ois Anite Bus 82 Cut Costs Ralph Ince, ‘Riddle Me This,’ | /¢#der was reported brought out in| company funds are insufficient to 
Picture and vaude house critics} Im the sign business, competitors | Par. one of the many room caucases | fulfill the entire program. 
. tel mpted by Los | re cutting each other's throats to Leila Hyams, ‘Big Broadcast,’| When Sidney Samuelson, champion About Radio-Pathe, Yamins 
ne eee SSS eee y . ‘ ' for the independents, was charged | found that fil leased 3 
Angeles houses of the new federal |!and business, this, according to Par. oun at any film, not release ; 


admissions tax. For the first time 
since War days the reviewers will 
be called upon to dig into their jeans 
when catching the shows. 

When critics review a matinee 
performance where admission is un- 
der 41 cents there will be no tax, 
but entering when house scale is 
above that amount a 5c tax will be 
collected at the box office. 


Roach’s Try at Silents 
Proves Not So Golden 


Culver City, June 27. 
One silent short on the Roach 
*Taxi Boys’ series was enough to 
convince studio that silence 
wouldn’t be golden. Remainder get 





from five to 10% audible footage. tracts, to dictate indie position in scribing the Metro ‘tyranny’ with- if : 
Cutting out lines or titles proved | ix and WB. a ee the mr egy goa out even exhibiting a working ie 
‘ i : tion decided to pass the buck on | knowledge of their town boxoffice 
a slowup on the first, ‘Thundering - Ba no F4 ; 
Taxis,’ which will get.an injection Other Figures . Only Syracuse Legit this and other contract matters to | geography. 
of dialog if previews indicate. The Warners spend between the national body. In all probabil-| The national directorate was 





METRO’S RESERVE 


Holds Flock of Stories—May Be 
Done For ’'32-’33 





‘Three Wise Fools,’ ‘Turn to the 
Right,’ ‘Bridge Versus Bridge’ and 
‘The Christian’ are among stories 
held by Metro for some time with- 
out any production action taken on 
them. Announced for last year’s 
program, but not made, they are 
possibilities for the '32-’33 season. 

Among other M-G properties on 
which there’s nothing definite are 
‘Devil Passes,’ ‘La Tendresse’ ‘Web 
and Net,’ ‘The Harbourmasier,’ ‘Red 
Son of Carlisle’ and ‘Honolulu.’ 





RKO PUBLICITY SHIFTS 


Jack Goldstein has been trans- 
ferred by RKO from Brooklyn to 
head publicity and advertising in 
the field for New England. Hal 
Oliver, temporarily in New England 


For ‘Show of Shows’ at the Gar- 
den, the eight-foot letters of the 
sign cost $450 each, the total num- 


showmen, getting them a better 
break in that direction on fronts and 
changes. 

The RKO Mayfair has no mazda 
display at all, entire background 
for the animals being a paint job. 
Over the big sign, house has hung 
a canvas piece. This kept the cost 
of the front ‘down to the surprising 
figure. Estimates by showmen at 
first was it must have cost $8,000- 
$10,000. 

To Terry Turner goes the credit 
for the ‘Back Alive’ display. It was 
his idea and from inside he was 
working on it four weeks in ad- 
vance cf the opening. 

Mayfair’s previous most elab- 
orate front was on ‘Suicide Fleet,’ 
costing $1,300. That on ‘Girl of the 
Rio’ came next at around $1,000, 
with these figures comparatively 
much lower than those for Pub- 


$4,000 and $5,000 on an average for 
the Garden, Charnas being a strong 
believer in effective dress for the- 
atres. One of his recent fronts, on 
‘Crowd Roars,’ had a Deusenberg 
car over the marquee. 

That circuit as well as Publix has 
been consistently for big house 
fronts regardless of trouble from 
the city on violations. Warners 
spend as high as’ $3,500, as for 
‘Fireman, Save My Child,’ at their 
Strand. Publix also goes to this 
figure at the Rivoli and Rialto. 

On ‘One Hour With You’ at the 
Riv, with two head cutouts of Chev- 
alier costing $500 each, that circuit 
reached this cost. The Rivoli’s top, 
exceeding the Mayfair ‘Bring ’Em’ 
figure, was $5,500, spent on the 
‘Royal Family’ exhibit. 

All Broadway houses leaning to 
ornamental house fronts are strong 
for animation by using humans, but 
fear slapping of violations. Jack 
Hess used a girl without trouble, 





however, on ‘Girl of Rio,’ and Pub- 
lix may try something along that 


J. Walter Ruben ‘Phantom of Crest- 
wood,’ Radio. 

Mary Phillips, ‘Farewell to Arms,’ 
Par. 


Marion Weldon, ‘Fraternity House,’ 
Radio. 





WB MAY TAKE ALL FOX... 
PRODUCT FOR N. Y. RUNS: 





Warner Bros. may asborb some 
or all of the Fox product now that 
the Roxy closes down midnight 
Thursday (30). The first Fox pic- 
ture to play away from the Roxy, 
since its opening, outside of sluff 
product, is a George O’Brien west- 
ern, ‘Mystery Ranch,’ opening to- 
morrow night (29) at the Winter 
Garden. With that picture, the 
house becomes a weekly change, 
Strand taking the ‘A’ product. 
Warners ma, also book other out- 
side product for the Garden, 





Goes Over to Skouras 


Syracuse, June 27, 


The Central New York Theatres 
Corp., subsidiary of the Skouras 
Theatres Corp., has leased the De- 
witt theatre and will add it to its 
circuit of 28 playhouses in upper 
New York State. 

W. Snowdon Smith, president and 
owner of the Gurney Realty Com- 
pany, holds title to the property. 

The Dewitt, erected as the Em- 
pire, gives the Skouras company 
its second foothold upon the Syra- 
cuse Rialto. It has been represented 
since January by the Eckel theatve, 
which was acquired from the Fox 
interests. 

The theatre is the only one in 
the city equipped to play legitimate 
attractions. ' 





WB Releases 


Due to engravers’ 
ing 


error, accord- 
to Warner Brothers, certain 


titles of Warner pictures as adver- 


est a special plug during the con- 
vention as compared to $1,900 which 
has been the minimum in Allied’s 
former deals of this nature with 


with not playing a single indie pic- 
ture in his competitionless house. 
On Deal Policy 


While not reaching the conven- 
floor, this producer-propa- 
ganda reflected itself when the mat- 
ter of double features came up in 
open session. Only one indie com- 
pany representative was permitted 
to talk to the exhibs. He concen- 
trated on what he described as the 
‘beauties of double features.’ He 
was subjected to heckling which 
did not forbode much for any inter- 
indie agreement so far as the aver- 
age individual indie owner is con- 
cerned, 

The gathering hedged for several 
hours on any direct stand regard- 
ing twin policy. Although some 
were for an out-and-out protest of 
distributor attempts, through con- 





ity, more letters will be written 
despite Meyers’ earlier admission 
to about 100 delegates and national 
henchmen that letters of his, in 
the past, had remained unanswered, 
and that conferences had borne lit- 
tle or no fruit. 

Shortiy after Meyers had criti- 
cized majors for redounding to 
the old dream of bigger houses and 
higher admissions as the solution 
to the distribution problem, he con- 
ceded that Allied nationally is con- 
sidering a revival of its own dream 
of 1929. While not naming the pic- 
ture companies, he said that al- 
though one company delivered pic- 
tures so wretched in quality as to 
make contracts a burden, and the 
other finally went under, he cred- 
ited the promotion with lowering 
rentals generally. 

The 5-5-5 contract, which Allied 
has been approving at one conven- 
tion and disowning at another, 
bobbed up again in a new light. 
This time Meyers talked about it 
|}as something coveted by exhibitors 





‘the exhibitor 
if the producer fails to 
picture.’ 


; one clause as follows: 
is excused 
release a 


during the releasing year must be 
re-bought. Yamins’ angle on this 
was that R-P can hold out any of 
the good ones for special prices 
next season. 

On the matter of substitution 
Yamins expressed the belief that 
the exhibitor automatically loses a 
play-date if the company adds an- 
other star, etc. Also, that one con- 
tract hinges on the other, and that 
if the exhib doesn’t play this year 
he must play the next or there will 
be no more contracts. 

Exclusive Puzzle 

Of the acts put on the convention 
floor in dealing with problems, that 
acknowledged to be the weakest 
sister was staged for the exclusive 
run puzzle. A couple of Wilming- 
ton exhibs, who promised to pay 
Allied dues, took up a full day de- 


called in from the boardwalk where 
it had sunned all during the con- 
vention with the exception of one 
session, for advice. But, the Wil- 
mington boys rejected the offer of 
Pete Harrison to turn press agent 
against Metro and even refused to 
match a fund collected on the floor 
to which Harrison donated the first 
$10. 

Finally the matter went the usual 
committee way after the Delaware 
men frankly admitted they were 
afraid of retaliation from other ex- 
changes. In the meantime the Wil- 
mington boys who were introduced 
hours before as ‘heralds from the 
industry’s next battleground,’ an- 
nounced they wili continue to tell 
their patrons that the lion will be 
back in their cages ‘any day now.’ 





Ross’ ‘Collegiates’ 
Hollywood, June 27. 


Fred Guiol will direct the ‘Col- 
legiates,’ girl college shorts, which 


on special exploitation, has been | jjne on ‘The Blonde Venus,’ to come. | ised ie the trade a week back were | but available only to the ‘approved’ | Nat Ross will make independentiy. 
shifted to Brooklyn. Metro had the living sign idea | wrongty dated | type of showman. Ross will play up femmes instead 
Another switch sends George} to attract notice in connection with | ere we His latest view on the 5-5-5 is | of the males in his series. Either 


Tucker to Omaha, succeding Robert 





Garry. Tucker was formerly with 
Loew's in Columbus. 





LUKAS-BIRELL CO-STAR 


Hollywood, June 27. 
Universal will co-star Paul Lukas 


/on its fronts, 


‘Hollywood Revue’ at the Astor, dis- 
play costing around $6,000. Astor 
averages between $3,000 and $5,500 
while the Criterfon 
in the past has been about the 
same, 

Paramount, Capitol and Roxy, de- 


| 





and Tala Birell in ‘Adventure Lady,’ 
Ernst Frank directing. 





luxers, have not g@ne in much for 
special fronts, but lately the Par 


Correct releasc dates on these 
follow: July 23, Barbara Stanwyck, 
‘The Purchase Price’; Oct. 2, ‘Son 
of Russia’; Oct. 27, Stanwyck, ‘Be- 
trayed.,’ 





Tom Keene’s At Pathe 
Hollywood, June 27. 


First of new Tom Keene series | Signed to a 


| that distribs have tabled it so they 
;could work a lot of angles in their 
own contract form. Such writings, 
Pete Harrison Cescribed as ‘putrid.’ 
Contract Analysis 

A personal analysis of Fox, Uni- 
versal, Radio and Paramount con- 
tracts would send ‘every exhibitor 
Potter's field end,’ if 





Tec-Art or Metropolitan will be 
headquarters. 

Vriting staff is headed by Dick 
Smith, with staff including James 
Madison, Hampton del Ruth and 
Pierre Couderc, 





Beaudine May Go Columbia 


Shed 





has started trying built-in fronts|of westerns for RKO release will, their interpretations by the single} Hollywood, June 27. 
7 Kinzler Out of Fox, Bklyn. jand other displays. Loew's first! get under way by July 5 with|mind of Nate Yamins, Fall Rivet William Beaudine o negotiating 
Morris Kinzler has resigned as. Splurge at the State was recent, on Robert Hill directing. jexhibitor, who used to practice law,| with Columbia. Wanted to direct 
Pp. a. of the Fox Brooklyn, effective showing there of ‘Tarzan.’ That | Owing to congested production on|are true. Other Allied lieutenants two pictures. 
June 30, after 15 months at the Fox,| was the house’s most elaborate | the Radio lot the western unit will thought so much of this analysis | Recently completed ‘Make Me a 
Brooklyn. | built-in front. | make headquarters at Pathe. that they are waiting until Yamins Star’ for Par. 
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French Quota Law 


Paris, Berlin 


With only a few days remaining 
before the new quota laws in Berlin 
and Paris are due to go into effect, 


American film-men in New York 
have pretty well given up hope of 
fighting the thing off and are con- 
centrating on manner and means of 


meeting the new conditions. Quota 
laws in both countries making 


trade almost impossible, from an 
American standpoint, are due to go 
into effect Friday (1). 

Interest at the moment is cen- 
tered on Paris, where the quota law, 
as outlined by the Superior Cinema 
Council, is being redrafted by the 
Ministry of Education. No definite 
word has thus far been ascertained 
on what the changes are, but in- 
side leaks indicate that the Min- 
istry is making the law even tough- 
er than it was at first. 

Law as outlined by the Cinema 
Commission, a  semi-government 
body, called for barring all dubbed 


films and allowing 200 imports for | 


the year, of which number 125 must 
be in direct shot French. No pro- 
vision was made for entrance of 
films in other languages with super- 
imposed titles, synched or silent. 
Inside now is that the Ministry of 
Education is including a clause to 
allow import of the films in their 
original languages on a one-to-one 
contingent basis. 

That means even the small 
amount of trade possible from Eng- 
lish language films in Paris will be 
lost since it will not pay for the 
purchase of any French films. 


Break for Germans 


It has become apparent in New 
York that the two quota laws in 
France and Germany will be mu- 
tually beneficial for those two na- 
tions, with Germany getting the 
break on the world. France and 
Germany are so close to each other 
that the companies there can afford 
to produce in both places on co- 
operative programs. Germans can 
easily bring French players to Ber- 
lin and vice versa. Americans have 
learned that it is impossible with 
financial safety to import foreign 
players for direct shot films made 
in Hollywood or New York. 

Means that Germany can make 
the bulk of the 125 direct shot 
French films importable under the 
the new law in France and France 
can make the bulk of the 45 direct 
shot German pictures allowed entry 
into Germany under the new Ger- 
man quota. 

Word has seeped to New York 
that Ufa and other German inter- 
ests have been campaigning in Paris 
for abolition of the dubbed pictures 
for some time. Past few months 
Ufa has carried ads in French trade 
papers insisting that ‘Dubbing is 
forbidden on Ufa stages.’ 


Protective Plans 


Paris, June 18. 

American distributors here are 
adopting widely different measures 
to ensure themselves product, even 
if the quota is applied strictly. 
Though the wording of the quota 
law is exceedingly drastic, full en- 
forcement is unlikely. 

Paramount is so situated that, as 
a French company, it is both dis- 
tributor and producer, which, be- 
sides making French product local- 
ly, gives that company better fa- 
cilities than anybody else to import 
American product and dub it local- 
ly. Considering its American-made 
French talkers—apart from the 
Chevaliers—are practically nil, the 
quota law cannot be considered as 
interfering much in the corpora- 
tion’s local business. 

Metro is in a dliferent position, 
and a= strict 





quota will make it indispensable for | 


it not only to do locally whatever 
dubbing it wants, but probably to 
Curtail considerably its business. 
Fox’s business is two-fold, with 
the newsreel playing a very impor- 
tant part. Fox, which had been 
considering local production a year 


ago, has apparently given up the | 


idea, and prefers dubbing, which 
has been tried out on a few fea- 


tures. As to the newsreel, some 
local similar enterprises would 
fladly make arrangements’ with 


Fox to keep out of French terri- 
tory. 

Warner Brothers is 
for French product by having some 
of its American films remade here 
as French talkers. 

' Contrary to this, United Artists is 
having some French original talk- 


application of the} 


artanging | 


Still Tougher; 
Cop Bulk of Trade 


Coaxing Angel Capital 
Into French Studios 


Paris, June 18. 

Apart from the majors, the pos- 
sibilities of picture distribution here 
have caused numerous small con- 
cerns to enter the business, though 
with means inadequate to finance 
|production. This has resulted in 
|their ferreting out private investors 
—up to now unconnected with the 
|picture business—who put up the 
capital for productions, and are free 
from distribution worries. 

Even the majors are encouraging 
outside production, as are also 
some American companies—espe- 
cially Warners and United Artists. 
Latter, which has already used the 
system to make ‘Coeur de Lilas’ and 
‘Casques de Cuir,’ have contracted 
for a new production, titled ‘Pa- 
nurge,’ to be made by the same cor- 
poration which made ‘Casques.’ 

Film will be directed by Michel 
Bernheim, whose father—a wealthy 
real estate man—is financing. Steve 
Passeur will do the dialog. 


FOX WILL TRY SYNCS 
IST TIME IN SPANISH 


Westwood, June 27. 

Fox foreign program of Spanish 
pictures will include about 10 or 12 
dubbed versions in addition to the 
half dozen direct shots. This is the 
first time Fox has tried synchroni- 
zations, 

John Stone, who returned as head 
of the foreign department, is as- 
sembling his foreign staff. Studio 
is sticking to Spanish versions, 
leaving other foreign markets to 
other companies. 


South Africa 


By H. Hanson 














Cape Town, June 8. 

The Cape Federation of Trades, 
on behalf of the Theatre Employees’ 
Union, has requested the govern- 
ment to appoint a conciliation board 
to adjust a grievance against 
Schlesinger under a law providing 
that no alteration in wages can be 
made pending the finding of the 
board. All theatres controlled by 
Schlesinger are affected. 


W. J. Hymans, manager for Met- 
ro-Goldwyn-Mayer (South Africa), 
says the 3,000-seat cinema in 
Johannesburg is making progress, 
and according to schedule will be 
completed by November. 


A Labor member in the South 
African House of Assembly got hot 
on the development of local indus- 
tries, and censured the action of the 
Waldorf Cafe, Capetown, for im- 
porting a whole orchestra, ignoring 
the first claim of hundreds of musi- 
cians walking the streets in South 
Africa, 


Mr. J. D. Phyfe, engineer of sound 
equipment, has invented a giant 
sound horn. Phyfe is from the 
States, starting with the Radio 
Corp. of America, New York, then 
assistant chief engineer to General 


Talking Pictures. Says he ; in- 
stalled sound in 2,000 American 
theatres. 


The Amalgamated Unions. of 
Cinema and Theatre Employes have 


sanctioned the following revised 
rates of wages, which will be 
brought before the conciliation 


board by the Federation of Trades: 
Doorkeepers, ushers and usherettes, 
one shilling and sixpence per hour; 
cashiers, 3 pounds 10 shillings 
| weekly; publicity employes, 10 
shillings daily and expenses; clean- 
ers and others, one shilling per hour. 
Overtime rates of time and a half 
after 48 hours weekly, Monday to 
Saturday. 








ers made. The company ls not 
making itself, but by guaranteeing 
distribution, is promoting their 
making by independents. 

Universal has tried dubbing, but 
ithe German Rythmograph company 
'which did the work, turned out «@ 
900r job shown here. 

Columbia is distributing its prod- 
uct through. the local firm of For- 
lrester & Parent, some if it being 
'simply dubbed, and other features 
| being made as French versions with 
|close-ups by local talent, and long 
| shots dubbed. 








Teeth in Squawks 


Mexico City, June 22. 
Another little thing the civic 
fathers have done for the show 
public is establishment of 
what amounts to a kick ser- 
vice. Feature of this is instal- 
lation of blank books in stage 
and picture theatre box offices 
in which public may write 
complaints they have to regis- 
ter concerning way perform- 
ances are conducted, deficien- 
cies in presentations, ineffi- 
ciency of house staff, etc. 
These complaints will be 
given amusements department 
inspectors for investigation. 











ARGENTINE SET 
ON PRODUCING 


Hollywood, June 27. 
Group of four men from the Ar- 
gentine has ensconsed itself here 


to study picture business. Idea is 


to find out what it’s all about, buy 
equipment and start for South 
America where the first picture 
studio for the Argentines will be 
opened as soon as feasible. 

Men are Juan Gonzales, Luis 
Valdez, Julio Valderama and Al- 
ejandro Zavala, 

Understanding is that they have 
some government backing for their 
project. 


Building in Islands 


Sam Burger, special itinerant of- 
ficial of the Metro foreign depart- 
meni, returned to New York yes- 
terday (27) after a two month trip 
through the West Indies. He ar- 
ranged, during the trip for the 
building of five theatres in the 
Islands by local interests, all of 
which will have exclusive Metro 
playing contracts. Theatres are 
two in Trinidad, one in San Fer- 
nando, Port of Spain and one in 
Georgetown, British Guiana. 

Burger also opened a new branch 
office for Metro in Trinidad and 
established Charles Goldsmith, from 
the Metro Brazil office, as chief. 








Chile in Trade Chaos with 
12¢ Peso Below ¥, Cent 


Buenos Aires, June 10. 

Recent arrivals from Chile paint 
a harrowing picture of that repub- 
lic. Business is absolutely at a 
standstill, and those dealing in for- 
eign articles such as films, etc., find 
it impossible to remit anything to 
home offices. 

The Junta at the head of the 
republic confiscated foreign cur- 
rency, raiding money-changers’ 
shops, and even private banks. Pic- 
ture firms are in a particularly bad 
way, being unable to remit and hav- 
ing to pay huge taxes, and it is quite 
on the cards that most firms will 
decide to shut up shop. 

Film gets into Chile but nothing 
can come out, it all being a dead 
loss. The official bank rate—quoted 
by the government—is 8% Chilean 
pesos per dollar, but on the curb 
people are offering 60, and then no 
business is done. Some firms are 
sending parcels of Chilean pesos 
over to this side, but it’s hard to 
sell them at any price. Local film 
firms oerating also in Chile are 
at their wits’ ends, the chaotic state 
over the Andes being reflected here 
in inability to tell home offices what 
it’s all about. 





Dean Takes Up Meg 


London, June 18. 


Basil Dean of Associated Radio 
Pictures has had another split with 
one of his production executives. 

Jack Raymond, director, loaned 
from British & Dominions for the 
out after disagreements on the 
treatment. 

Dean will megaphone the picture 
himself. 





Raymond to So. Africa 

taymond, vet manager 
takes over the new 
Johannesburg, 


Charles 
with Loew's, 
| Loew theatre in 
| South Africa. 
| He leaves from New York this 


| week. 





Gracie Fields song-talker, walked | 


European Industry Prompt to Set 
System to Meet Anti-Dubbing Laws 





SEASON LIST TRAILER 


French Par Tries It Instead of 
Year’s Catalog 
Paris, June 18. 
A new idea has been applied here 
to the sale of this season's 
| mount product. Instead of 
llishing the usual catalog, 











pub- 
Dave 
is a long trailer—first introduc- 
giving an abbreviated idea of each 
production. 

Film was first shown to the 
salesmen’s congress at Joinville, 
and has been pushed through the 
various branch exchanges. 

There are two editions of this 
trailer: One to be shown exhibitors, 
and another one for them to screen 
for audiences. 





Propose World System 
As Clearing House of 
Sales, Actors, Stories 





Centralization of all international 
film trade is being attempted by 


David Diamond, former head of 
Tobis Forenfilms. Diamond has 
sailed from New York for Eu- 


rope to talk over details of his 
idea with German and French 
film-men and expects to establish 
offices in all European cities dur- 
ing the next couple of months. 

Diamond's idea is that he can be- 
come a clearing house for all in- 
ternational film barter. Deals for 
picture sales, actors’ and other 
talent contracting and story sales 
would all go through his hands. 

According to Diamond, he already 
has the okay to go ahead of most 
of the foreign film producers and 
distributors as well as a majority 
of the American companies. His 
present trip is to show the Euro- 
peans a set of model contracts he 
has drawn up and to discuss details 
of procedure. 


Membership System 


Diamond's organization would be 
a membership system, with the 
companies interested paying a set 
yearly sum for _ operation. G., 
Hooper Trask will represent him in 
Berlin and other film men are yet 
to be chosen to head the offices in 
London and Paris. 

American companies interested in 
any European actor, story, film, or 
film right, according to Diamond, 
would proceed in their dickering 
through him. Idea is not to do 
away with agents, as currently in 
use, but to establish a central of- 
fice which would protect both sides. 

Idea comes out of the fact that 
duplicate sales, running up of 
prices, and evasion of contracts 
have been frequent during the past 
couple of years in foreign film trade. 
Several American companies have 
bought foreign rights only to find 
the rights already allotted else- 
where. Instances of the reverse 
have also been put on the records, 
with Diamond's scheme supposedly 
doing away with the possibility of 
such misadventures in the future. 

Temporary title of Diamond’s or- 
ganization is the International 
Authors’ and Writers’ Guild. 





24 Hollywood Releases 
Graded on 4-Cost Basis 


Hellywood, June 27. 
Jack Bellman, head of Hollywood 
Pictures, is here to line up a pro- 
gram of 24 releases for the coming 
year. 
Wants six each costing $20,000, 
$22,500, $25,000 and $30,090. 





JACKIE’S SCREEN POP 
Hollywood, June 27 
Jackie Cooper will hi.te Walter 
Huston opposite him in ‘Father and 
Son.’ 
tobert Z. Leonard will direct it 
|for Metro. 





Big Wig In Fox Suit 


London, June 18. 


i 
| 
i 
| Sir Patrick Hastings, K. C., prob- 
' 


Souhami has had a film made which |! 





| selves up for the new rule. 
Para- | 





While U. S. companies are still 
trying to fight off the tide of anti- 
dubbing regulations in Europe, va- 
rious European countries are take 


|ing immediate steps to set them- 


That all 


| countries in the world will eventu- 


ally have rules barring films dubbed 
outside their own boundaries is 


| taken for granted in Europe. 


{ing all Paramount stars, and then |! 


Tobis of Germany, though its sub- 
Sidiary, Topoly, is equipping stu- 
dios in Rome and Paris for dubbing 


| pictures in those countries. Ufa has 


recently signed agreements for 
inter-native dubbing with Swensk 


| of Sweden and Gaumont British of 


London. Other such agreements are 
being made in several quarters. 
Rome, until recently pretty much 
dominated by Cine Pittaluga, will 
shortly have at least three active 
studios. Topoly’s Rome agreement 
is with the Cesare studios and calls 
for installation there of Tobis- 
Klangfilm equipment and dubbing 


; methods. Companies will then 
interchange films and work, 
Forehanded Luporini 

Also an agreement has. been 








reached by Mario Luporini and the 
Consorzio Eia for the quick equip- 
ment of another studio. Luporini 
has the Italian rights to all United 
Artists pictures. Consorzio Eia has 
the Columbia output. Both will 
work together on the dubbing of 
films, though working separately as 
distributing units. Luporini is now 
in the U. S. to make final arrange- 
ments, and left Wednesday (22) for 
Hollywood to look over the various 
methods of film making in uce 
there. He will return within about 
two weeks to New York and then 
sail for Rome to get started imme- 
diately. His hope is to be on the 
job before most of the other com- 
panies are ready to handle the new 
conditions. 

While Italy has not yet discussed 
openly any anti-dubbing moves, 
Luporini says that his understand- 
ing is the Fascist government will 
insist on all dubbed films being 
manufactured within Italy as soon 
as it is evident there are facilities 
enough to handle the _ situation. 
This, Luporini thinks, will be in a 
few months, 


Belgium’s First Studio 


Brussels, June 18. 

The first film st"dio fully equipped 
for the production of sound pic- 
tures in Belgium will be opened in 
Brussels next month (July) by the 
Auguste Meuter company. 

It will be large enough for the 
registration of sketches and shorts. 
For exteriors and news items the 
company has acquired a sound 
truck. Both studio and van will be 
offered on rental. 








Hagen-Hakim Tieup 
London, June 18. 

Settlement of Julius Hagen’s suit 
against Gaumont British was 
reached out of court here. 

Hagen, on behalf of his company, 
Twickenham Film Studios, indie 
producers, brought suit disputing 
the interpretation of his releasing 
contract with the big syndicate. 

His settlement was immediately 
followed by a renting tie-up with 
Eric Hakim, 


Argentine 10% Tax Up 


Buenos Aires, June 21. 

Socialist deputies’ proposal to add 
19% tax on all theatre-cine tickets 
causing grave concern here among 
the trade, the Arg. Cine Association 
having named committees to visit 
all the newspaper to enlist support 
against the measure. 

The measure is only in embryo 
form as yet, and it may be that the 
association is taking too serious a 
view of it. 


Osso Signs Legit Star 
Lrussels, June 15, 


Mile. Madgeleine Ozeray, young 


| Belgian actress, who recently caine 


ably England's premier barrister, 
has been engaged by Gaumont- 
British. 

He will act as leading coursel in| 
their defense against the Fo Film 
} Corporation, © 


to the fore in plays produced at 
the Galeries Saint Hubert and Ma- 
rais theatres, Brussels, is in line 
for a film career. 

She has been given a five years’ 
t by the French film firm of 
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-GENEVIEVE TOBIN. 
‘PAT O'BRIEN 


Lucien Prival _. Rita La Roy 
ee Directed by Eddie Buzzell. 


Story and dialogue by fs) Swerling and Norman, Krasna. 


The inside story of. the outside ‘ofr in Hollywood” 


-mthe one: movie. romance. that slipped through 


the keyhole of the studio gates! 


‘The story of the éxtéa girl extraordinary—extra- 


anxious to succeed! 


v 


“Hollywood Speaks = and what it says is as 


timely. as tomorrow —as thrilling as Hollywood! 


Get your playdates set at once! 


Tuesday, June 28, 1932 
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By Epes W. Sargent 








More Menacing 


When the post office announced a 

drive on lottery schemes not long 
ago, it looked serious, but nothing 
much came of it. Possibly the de- 
partment felt it would cut out too 
much work for itself. The staff of 
inspectors is limited and the lot- 
tery gag users almost unlimited. 
* But with the Better Business bu- 
reaus sitting up and taking notice it 
means something to the towns, if 
not the smaller places. Each or- 
ganization will have only a few 
houses to look after, and most states 
have lottery laws patterned after 
the postal laws. 

Do not figure that because you do 
not sell tickets for the lottery you 
are immune. The law does not say 
‘selling tickets,’ but defines a lot- 
tery as composed of a valuable con- 
sideration given for a prize awarded 
by the element of chance. 

That valuable consideration may 
be buying a theatre ticket. It may 
be the requirement that the holder 
be in the house at the time of a 
drawing. And in some states the 
ticket holder does not even have to 
purchase admission. The mere pres- 
ence of the person has been held to 
be the sufficiently valuable consid- 
eration. 





Plugging Downtown 


Birmingham. 

Theatres are co-operating with 
the Chamber of Commerce for a 
‘Blue Ribbon Week’ of bargains, six 
such ‘blue ribbon days’ when mer- 
chants will offer svecials. 

Theatres are running’ special 
trailers .on the special shopping 
week giving names of merchants 
taking part. Billboards will also 
carry lines about the week. Every 
merchant will carry a coupon in his 
advertisement which will admit two 
persons to any of the theatres tak- 
ing part in the campaign for the 
price of one. 

Charlie Haug of Empire, Strand, 
Galax, Capitol and Royal theatres 
is the only one taking part as part 
of the Publix plan pushed nation- 
ally to create business in the shop- 
ping centers and to attract people 
downtown to attend shows. 


New Club Idea 


Warners Ohio theatres have been 
instructed to form Looney Tune 
clubs to hook in to their cartoon 
series of that title. Idea is along 
the familiar lines of the Mickey 
Mouse clubs and others in imita- 
tion, but felt that with the club 
tied to their own release it will be 
more permanent for the theatre. 

Starting now since most children 
will be hanging around with noth- 
ing to do. Booking department will 
co-operate with the local managers 
in selecting programs and most will 
be started off with the first episode 
of a serial. 

Clubs have been on the down- 
grade lately except in such spots 
as boast an energetic manager, 
but it’s a ‘must’ and the_ the- 
atres will all have them. If it can 
be made to click in Ohio other di- 
visions will. be told to take up the 
idea, 





Traveling Boxoffice 


Winnipeg, Canada. 

Mike Goodman on ‘Grand Hotel’ 
Bold tickets all around town from 
a boxoffice mounted on a truck. 
The boxoffice would park every- 
where and sell tickets. 

The unusual* $1.50 top gave the 
idea it was a sellout and they had 


better grab pasteboards quick. 
Drew advertising attention and 
money. 


‘Schnozzle Bar’ 


San Francisco. 
Rube Wolf’s Durante-like schnoz 
served as the inspiration for a tie-up 
effected by Paul Spier, p. a. of the 
Warfield, with a local candy com- 
pany. ° 
Spier sold the sweets concern on 
the idea of putting out a ‘Rube 
Wolf Schnozzle Bar’ with Wolf's 
features in bas relief on the bar and 
a similar likeness on the wrapping. 
New bar hit the stores this week 
accompanied by a neat campaign 
that gives Wolf plenty of breaks. 


Fair’s Beaut Contest 
Chicago. 

Bill Adler, former RKO publicity 
man now doing free-lance exploita- 
tion, has tied up a bathing beaut 
contest with the Century of Prog- 
ress Iixposition for Sam Herman, 
local vaude producer. 

A Miss World’s Fair will be 
lected in the finale, to be held in 
September, with a trip to Europe as 
first prize. Stunt has been approved 
by E. Ross Bartley, promotion di- 
rector for the Fair. 


Political Bally 

New 
d his entry for Warner 
$25 prize among their New 
land houses for 
Stunt on ‘The Dark Horse,’ Freddy 
Scoville, at Roger Sherman, has ar- 
ranged a full-fledged political pa- 


Haven. 
Bros. 
Eng- 


As 


best exploitation | 





with auto dealers furnishes cars 
and trucks plastered with ‘Hicks 
from the sticks’ banners. Red fire, 
buglers and a stream of kids strag- 
gling along will add to setting. 
Newspapers oke on due to current 
reader interest on conventions, 


Pups for Popularity 
Cincinnati, 

In theatre dates, Seger Ellis, 
WLW act, is leaning on the sure- 
fire-with-kids animal give-away 
for newspaper taps. Something of 
a police dog fancier in private life, 
Ellis gives away a police puppy in 
every town he plays where ade- 
quate newspaper representation 
can be obtained. 

Give-away takes the form of con- 
test, sponsored by daily, in which 
children write answers to four easy 
questions on dog care, Child seem- 
ingly fit to give pooch nicest home 
gets it. With no purchase of tick- 
ets or other catch apparent, papers 
have not been loath to accept the 
gag. 


Fight Stunt 


New York newsboys benefited im- 
portantly through a Warner ex- 
ploitation gag on ‘Winner Take Ali,’ 
engineered in connection with the 
Schmeling-Sharkey fight. They sold 
pienty of old papers by putting a 
Warner-printed four-page tab on 
the outside announcing Sharkey as 
the winner in very big type, with 
little else on the first page, as a 
giveaway. 

Warners printed up two sets, 
other announcing Schmeling the 
victor, so that the proper one could 
be rushed out the minute the ce- 
cision was made. Public went for 
the papers, WB beating regular 
newspapers on the street by 20 min- 
utes. Louis Goldberg worked the 
idea out, 


Nature Walks 

Adapting an idea which was a 
feature of the New York ‘World’ for 
a long time, an exhibitor is planning 
a series of nature walks for his kid 
club, Children in a suburban sec- 
tion will be taken into the country 
under the leadership of a nature 
enthusiast and taught to recognize 
trees, spot birds and do the other 
things that nature lovers do when 
they get outside the city limits. 

Manager is arranging for special 
street-car service to move the chil- 
dren, and a trained nurse will go 
along with a first-aid kit. Nurse is 
supplied by the city health depart- 
ment and the enthusiast gives his 
services free, so the scheme will not 
cost much, and already the parents 
are praising the idea. Club angle is 
that the leader does most of his 
talking to the members at the meet- 
ing and children are given an iden- 
tifying brassard of a different color 
for each trip. In the event of rain, 
the walk is held the first clear day 
the following week. . 


Co-op in Syracuse 
Syracuse, N, Y, 

A baby show on the screen. 

It’s the idea of ‘Mike’ Kallet, who 
operates a Central New York circuit 
with the Madison, Oneida, as the 
‘mother’ house. 

Tying up with an Oneida studio, 
‘Mike’ arranged for.the snapping of 
the city’s kids, and then flashed 
them on the theatre screen as an 
‘extra added special attraction.’ 

Did the kids and their proud par- 
ents, aunts, uncles and cousins go 
for it! 


Weeping Handkerchiefs 


Winnipeg, Canada. 

Manager Bostick of the Lyceum 
here worked a good stunt when he 
handed out 25,000 free handker- 
chiefs to the women patrons on 
‘Forbidden.’ The ads and signs 
read: ‘If this picture brings tears 
to your eyes it will not be in vain.’ 

They were nice handkerchiefs, 
fancy colors and a flowered bor- 
der; well worth keeping. Centered 
immense attention on the picture 
and its type by the novelty of the 
handout. 





Co-op in Syracuse 
Syracuse, N. Y. 
Ten local neighborhood houses 
have been organized as a circuit for 
screen advertising by Joseph Fitzer, 
manager of the Swan. 


Fitzer, with the Missus, 


|formed the Community Motion Pic- 


__— | W. A. Craft heads the group, 
| ——— 
Buck Jones’ Ranger Clubs | S008 Anaotes. 

Los Angeles Mike Rosenberg, president of 

Buck Jones’ Ranger clubs are be-} Principal Theatres, Inc., has leased 
|\ing introduced on the Coast for the the Palace (pictures), Long Beach, | 
| first time with the star making per-|Cal., from National Theatres. 
sonal appearances at theatres in After being dark four weeks, the 
outlying towns. !Aleazar (F-WC) in Béll, nearby 


| 
| 


ce. ture Company, which will produce 


and book the advertising reels. 
advertiser is taxed according to 
seating capacity of the individual 
house. 





Exploitation Cash-Ins 
Hollywood. 

Columbia’s first batch of pictures 
on the °32-°33 program are being 
timed for release simultaneously 
with completion of current run of 
newspaper and magazine serializa- 
tion of the stories. 

Group of stories purchased with 
view of pre-exploitation “of the 
published works includes two 
‘Thatcher Colt’ novels, now being 
serialized in Hearst papers; ‘No 
More Orchids,’ now running in ‘Lib- 
erty’; ‘Double,’ slated to begin in 
‘Liberty’ Aug. 1; ‘The Air Hostess,’ 
to start in ‘True Story’ in Septem- 
ber; ‘Pearls and Emeralds,’ slated 
for same mag in October, and 
‘Washington Merry Go Round,’ now 
in its 15th edition. 


Goes Outside 
Okron, O. 

Ernie Austgen is going outside 
the theatre for his ballots on his 
Revival Week. Figures that those 
who come know about it and the 
ones he wants to reach are the out- 
siders. Last week 4,500 ballots 
were placed in ‘Liberty’ and all in- 
dustrial plants are visited with bal- 
ots at cosing time. Voting in the 
lobby, which brings them to the 
theatre. 

Has hooked the Junior League to 





‘Alice in Wonderland’ and is letting 
them press \ -rk for that. 

Revived the telephone gag for 
‘Merrily We Go to Hell.’ All mes- 
sages started with the title and 
added that it would be at Loew’s 
theatre. Figured that the greeting 
was sufficiently striking to get at- 
tention for the rest of the message. 


Private Box Score 


Copying ‘Variety’s’ box score for 
critics, a manager is planning to 
supply his patrons with a list of the 
pictures for July. There are spaces 
for ratings on all pictures as good, 
bad or not seen. With a double 
change there are eight pictures to 
be caught, so each correct guess is 
given 12% points. Gag is that there 
is a markdown of 10 for each pic- 
ture not caught. Each entrant also 
submits a brief explaining why he 
thought a picture good or bad, 
which is to be used in the event of 
ties. 

Judging is done by the local pic- 
ture critics, the manager himself 
and the head of a better films com- 
mittee. Cash and ticket prizes for 
the winners. 

Figures to help keep attendance 
since absences are penalized. Idea 
was suggested by the discovery that 





most patrons rather fancy them- 
selves as judges. 








BEHIND 


the KEYS | 





Welisburg, W. Va. 
Referendum on Sunday shows 
lost at the election here this + eek 
by 109 votes. There were 846 .otes 
cast against; 740 voted for the issue. 
This town is in between Follansbee 
and Wheeling, where Sunday films 
are now permitted. 
Seattle. 
Al Gillis, former manager for 
Pantages, and recently manager for 
Axiom Allah, is new manager in 
Tacoma for Fox-West Coast, suc- 
ceeding Clem Pope, who has gone 
to Cincinnati, O., as city manager 
for RKO, 


Error in date line gave the im- 
pression that Floyd Maxwell suc- 
ceeded Joe Cooper as the RKO man- 
ager here, The date line should 
have been under Portland, instead 
of Seattle, for the RKO manager in 
Seattle is J. William Houck. Homer 
Gill is the district manager, with 
headquarters in Seattle, 


: Tacoma. 
Ned Edris now manager for the 
two Hamrick houses here, the Blue 
Mouse and the Temple, latter doing 
neat biz at 15c top. Ray Lappen 
manager of the Temple, 





Cleveland. 

John McCurdy, ex-Palace man- 
ager, succeeds J. E. Firnkoess as 
RKO district manager, Firnkoess 
organizing indie theatre chain. Bert 
Hanson new RKO advertising and 
publicity head, with Bill Wasserman 
as leg man. Al Gregg, p.a., let out. 

G. O. Glauser takes post of pro- 
motion manager fer Robert Mc- 
Laughlin’s stocked Ohio and new 
chain of middle-west rep houses. 
Formerly with Packer and company. 


Cincinnati. 

Nat Holt, new manager of RKO 
midwest division, with headquarters 
here, is pepping up newspaper ad- 
vertising with additional art work. 
Ray Millholland, formerly with 
Frisco dailies and Fox-West Coast; 
succeeded Sol Worthington as pen- 
and-ink chief with Noel Sickles 
transferred from Columbus, O., as 
assistant. Duo illustrating copy for 
RKO houses here and in Columbus 
and Dayton, O. 





Montreal, 
Former F. P. house, Imperial, sold 
to French Film company and now 
managed by Paul Emile Blanche, 
with Maurice West in charge of 
sales and distribution. Howard Con- 
over, former manager, will likely get 
another theatre in city, 
San Francisco. 
Royal, Oakland, sold to J. Cooper 





by C. A. Welsh. 
Aaron Goldberg's Egyptian, re- 
cently damaged by fire, has re- 


|openea after renovations and instal- 


has) 


| 


The} 


| 


lation of new equipment, 


Roslyn, L. I, 
Local business group, known as 
Roslyn Playhouse, Inc., is contem- 
plating erection of pic house on site 
of old Tower theatre. 


Idea patterned after Mickey Mouse, suburb, reopens with a straight pic- 


| clubs, started several months ago in 
Trade with all the trimmings. Tieup | the east. 


ture 


poli y | Dr Vv. 
part owner, is house manager. 


Spaugch, former | 


Tacoma, Wash. 
Al W Gillis from New England 
has replaced Clem Pope as manager 
of Fox interests here, latter as- 
signed to Louisville, Ky., for i’ox. 


Davenport, Ia. 

RKO Orpheum closed June 24 for 
six weeks, according to R. T. New- 
ton, manager. Capitol becomes first 
run house, changing twice a week. 
The Garden will change features 
thrice weekly under the summer 
schedule, 

Newton goes to the Capitol and 
George W. Bickford returns to the 
Garden. Don Allen will assist 
Bickford, 

—— 
Akron, O. 

RKO Palace, last major house to 
reduce price fell in line this week 
following Loew’s and Warners’ 
Strand. Palace will operate at 30c 
maximum evenings and l5c after- 
noons; children admission at all 
times 10c, 





Los Angeles. 
F-WC will reopen the Alcazar, 
Bell, June 24, with straight picture 
policy. House closed for acoustical 
trea*ment and general repairs. 





Omaha. 
Bob Gary resigned as RKO di- 
visional publicity head, Roland 
Douglas replaces. Bert Henson, 


former Publix publicity, to RKO in 
Cleveland, 





Winnipeg, Canada. 

Managers are being shifted all 
over. Mike Goodman at present at 
the Tivoli. Weiner out at Capitol. 
Kershaw holidaying at coast. 

Bill Popham, former Lyceum 
mer., has moved to independent 
Uptown, a desperate move to make 
a losing house pay. George Law 
now branch mgr. RKO exchange, 
Harry Decker, whom he replaced, 
moving to Cagary. 

Ad Wilson, for years mer. of Fox, 
now on road for U. 





Cedar Rapids, Ia. 
Paramount theatre building has 
been purchased for unknown inter- 
ests by Adolph Fisher, Chicago at- 
torney, for $175,000 at a sheriff's 
sale under indebtedness amounting 
to $580,335. 





Burlington, Ja. 
Avon (new) opens this week with 
fra H. Lee and Wiliam Tiemeyer at 
the helm, James Waters to manage. 
Over $10,000 spent on house in- 
cludes acoustic treatment and air 
conditioning, 
Worcester, Mass. 
With the newer Palace closed and 
the older Elm St. theatre opened, 
Harry Arthur reopened the still 
older Plaza Friday (24) with double 
features, changed thrice weekly, 
and low prices. Ralph W. Mc- 
Gowan, manager, 


Los Angeles. 
Harry Bailey resigned as company 
manager with F&M ‘Cherry Blos- 
soms’ unit to accept house job with 








CAFE LINEAGE 
TOPS THEATRES 


Minneapolis, June 27. 

Plantation, le.ding Twin City 
road house, taking more space 
in the newspaper amusement col- 
umns than all of the theatres com- 
bined. 

Ran double column 10-inch dis- 
play ads in the newspapers dur- 
ing the week to announce its dinner 
floor show, which includes Phil 
Levant and his 11 Royal Revelers, 
Dick Ware, Maurine & Norva, 
Helen Savage, Peggy Moore, Harry 
Harris and the 12 Plantation Step- 
pers. 

Week day cover charges are 50c; 
Saturdays, $1. 


is 





Started Right 


Figuring on a cool looking lobby 
for the summer, a manager got hold 
of an ice picture and used that for 
the first picture to be advertised 
with the snow and ice stuff. After 
the picture’s date, the cold stuff 
stayed right on, but he figured that 
since he could spend more for a 
permanent lobby than for a tran- 
sient, he gave ths picture a display 
that bettered the receipts at least 
25%, virtually bringing back the 
cost of the lobby. 

And he adds*the warning that if 
a snow lobby is used, it should be 
dusted off each day, preferably with 
a vacuum cleaner No real sugges- 
tion of comfort if the snow is per- 
mitted to get dirty. 
larly applies to displays using 
pounded mica or simiar artificial 
snow. The rough surface catches 
and holds every particle of dust. 


Saved Face 


Akron, O. 

Ernie Austgen saved face when 
the prices at the Loew theatre were 
dropped to new lows for the sum- 
mer. Jointly with the announce- 
ment of the new scale, he stressed 
the fact that the move was de- 
signed to save thousands of dollars 
to Akron moviegoers. The press 
work which accompanied the ad was 
more definite and set the figure at 
$10,000. 

By stressing the saving, he drew 
attention away from the fact that it 
was cut or shut for the summer, 
and stress was given the fact that 
the dropped prices applied to the 
new and better product starting in 
the summer. 

He left the readers with the im- 
pression that they ought to go to 
the theatre in testimony of their ap- 
preciation of the Loew circuit's 
tender care for their pocketbooks. 
New prices are 30c. top weekdays. 

Rope Spins 
Cleveland. 

Joe Brown’s ‘Tenderfoot’ was put 
over in a couple of Warner houses 
here by a rope spinner who played 
the houses the week ahead of the 
picture. He gave the children les- 


sons in spinning and gave them a 
week in which to practise. Then he 








came back the next Saturday to 
judge a twirling contest, the pic- 
ture opening the following day. 

Tough on household clothes lines, 
but a good business maker for the 
comedy, for it had the kids inter- 
ested and some of them told their 
parents. Prizes were promoted 
from local merchants to give the 
affair interest. 


Helps Olympics 
Syracuse, N. Y. 

Gus W. Lampe, manager of the 
Eckel, is doubling in brass, appear- 
ing in Paul H. Forster’s organ nov- 
elty as announcer. Turn was de- 
vised to permit the introduction of 
Syracuse University sports notables, 
in person; house is giving 50 per- 
cent of gross this week to the 
Orange’s fund to send representa- 
tives to Olympic games tryouts. As 
‘Paul and Cus,’ the duo are radio 

favorites over WSYR here. 


‘Trial’ Jurors 
Birmingham. 
Summonses as a trial juror to at- 
tend the Supreme Court of Alabama 
at the Alabama theatre to witness 
the ‘Trial of Vivienne Ware’ were 
handed out over town several days 
before the picture opened. 





RKO. Larry Nelms replaced. 
| —__-_ -_—_ 
Dallas. 
Bab Langley, Palace pa. and | 


' 
‘Jimmy Landers, Old Mill mer., out, 
jas first evidence of P-P’s personnel 


Not So Good 
Western theatre is paying $1 for 
each mistake made in any picture 
playing the house and reported by 
a patron. Only one payoff on each 
break. It is supposed to make for 


reader interest in a new house pub- 


| Jication, 


iretrenchment knife here. OM and 
|Pal press job consolidated wnder 
(Continued on Page 23) i 

? 


Probably it does, but there are 
two good reasons why the idea is 
not so hot. First is that it is not 


(Continued on page 
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| The NEXT SPEAKER 
needs no INTRODUCTION! 


An: expectant hush falls over.the 








audience. Every other speaker has 
\ been heard from, but the listen- 
ets have been waiting patiently 




















are focussed on him. There is a 
tenseness in the atmosphere. In 
. the coming issue’ of Motion 
/ Picture Herald (July 2nd) and in 


for the headliner to talk. All eyes ' 










next week’s issue of Variety you 
will read what he has to say. 
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Exploitation 





(Continued from page 21)" 


good policy to encourage the patron 
to find more fault with the pictures. 
’ Second, and more important from 
the personal angle, is that often it’s 
an open question whether the fault 
finder is correct. Theatre argument 
is regarded as stalling against pay- 
ment, and the reverse of gond will 
is created, 

Several years ago the idea was 
used by a Pittsburgh theatre circuit 
run by Rowland & Clark. It sur- 
vived for some time, but the editor 
was heartily glad when the idea 
finally was dropped. Exception was 
taken to many points he knew to 


be correct, but it seemed useless to | 
be | 
brought | 
other letters pointing out that the} 


payoff had to 
sometimes 


and the 
which 


argue, 
made, 
editor was ignorant. It’s more or 
less dynamite. 





s« Hotel Stuffer 


Stuffing picture heralds in hotel 
mail boxes is more or less out. Few 
guests pay much attention to the 
advertising matter and some resent 
what they regard as a nuisance. 

The newest is an adaptation of an 
old form, the telephone message, 
which is being used with real suc- 
cess by a theatre near several large 
hotels. It has had a series of blanks 
printed up in the usual form, headed 
‘Telephone Message,’ and running 
on ‘While you were out—,’ with 
blank lines for the message. 

Theatre has a set for each hotel. 
Each morning the clerk phones over 
the approximate number he can use, 
and the theatre has its own switch- 
board operator fills in with pencil 
the continuing message along the 
lines of ‘the Alcazar theatre called 
up to tell you that it is showing 
(Feature) today and tomorrow. It’s 
a smashing story of adventure with 
(star). Starts 7:45 and 9:30 this 
evening.’ 

Clerk is on the free list in each 
instance, and so is the manager, but 
enough of the guests buy into make 
it pay. 


Free Car Ride 


Manager bothered by the bathing 
beach is trying an adaptation of the 
bus concession idea. Conductors of 
the line running to the beach sell a 
ticket to the theatre on the return 
trip to town and throw in the ride 
free. 

That’s the way it sounds in the 
advertising, but as a matter of fact 
ihe bus line could see no reason in 
offering any rebate on business it 
was already certain of, so the house 
takes the 10c cut to get people who 
might otherwise go straight home. 
Tickets are good only on the even- 
ing of issue, and sale stops with the 
last bus to reach the theatre in time 
for the full show. 

Not good the first couple of weeks, 
but the manager figures it can be 
built up, so he is giving it a longer 
trial. 





Early Days 


Recalling the success of the old- 
time movie shows, which used to be 
popular, theatre marked the anni- 
versary of its first sound with a 
brief interlude offered as ‘Do You 
Remember When.’ 

Threw a cloak of mystery around 
the title and most persons expected 
the old idea of silent pictures and 
illustrated singers. Instead of that, 
manager got an early two-reeler 
and made it do stunts. Title of the 
‘act’ was run down and the picture 
started. Projectionist did tricks 
with the fader, going from loud to 
soft, and completely fading here and 
there. At other times the screen 
went black for a few moments while 
the dialog continued, with the sec- 
ond reel starting out of synchrony 
and stepped for readjustment. 

Not only handed the patrons a 
£00d laugh, but it gave emphasis to 
the improvement made in sound 
Projection the last couple of years. 


Reversed Towels 


_ Crying towels have lost the bloom 
of youth, but there was a kick left 
in the general idea, and this was 
cashed in by a manager who ar- 
ranged with the local drug store to 
get samples of a tissue paper hand- 
kerchief for a theatre distribution. 


3oth store and theatre advertised 
‘You'll laugh until you cry’ at a 
comedy, and offered the tissue han- 
kies to dry the tears. Stressing the 
comedy angle brought out the en- 
tertainment value and spruced the 
b. 0. figures into a nice black. 

Store rode the side angle that the 
hankies were great for hay fever 


and summer cold sufferers. Given 
at the theatre. 
Sunkist Models 
Cincinnati. 
_ The 14 ladies of the Sunkist en- 
semble of ‘Manhattan’ Fanchon & 
Marco unit while playing Albee, 


Cincinnati, tied up with a depart- 
ment store by modeling summer 
frock fashions. Stunt exploited 
With hotsy totsy display advertis- 
ing in dailies. Packed the mercen- 
tile shop during 60-minute show 
“nd helped a bit at theatre b.o. 








- a 


Pi Contest 


Mostly small town stuff, but 
there is a short ‘run for the sticks 
in the’ pi contest. As started by 
one manager he advertised a Pi 
contest, and had a tough time get- 
ting the printers to spell it that 
way and not with an ‘e. Later 
he explained that pi is the print- 
ing office slang for mixed type and 
announced a series of prizes for 
those who could unscramble the 
letters. Only one line of type and 
the only clue is the number of 
words contained in the sentence. 

One line read ‘reagodollyapericto,’ 
with the clue that it contained four 
words, Unscrambled it read ‘A 
really good picture.’ Contestants 
were given five days to puzzle over 
it, with the requirement that each 
entry be accompanied by a letter of 
not more than 20 words telling why. 
The prizes were for accuracy, plus 
the letter, which msde judging 
more simple. 


Each new contest is broken Sun- | 


day morning, to give them an easy 
day to start working. 





Getting the Most 


Most theatres have put their 
staffs into summer uniform, but so 
far as reported only one house 


made it an event. Manager pro- 
moted openface autos and sent the 
entire staff around town for the 
ride, each car being bannered with 
the announcement that the theatre 
had gone into summer dress. 

Wanted a band for the first car, 
but the house musicians asked ex- 
tra pay if they pl.yed and threat- 
ened to walk out if a volunteer 
band were used, so the manager 
had to trust to the horns, and that 
seemed to get attention in sufficient 
volume to make it pay. 

Next fall they’ll be around again 
in their winter suits, and in be- 
tween the manager will jazz up 
anything that he can hit on. Town 
is small enough to respond to a 
flurry, and he lets nothing get by 
him. House opening date is an 
anniversary. So is the sound in- 
stallation date. Both with parades 
and special features. Now and 
then he marches the entire high 
school down for a special showing 
of an educational. He figures that 
stunts can’t hurt and most always 
help. 





Plugs Utilities 


Manager with a large kid club is 
making a hit with the public utili- 
ties by arranging for a 10-minute 
talk on some feature at each mati- 
nee. One Saturday the telephone 
co. sends over someone to tell how 
calls are made, Next time it may 
be the gas co., with a little lecture 
on gas making, or a brief chat on 
current events, or how freight and 
express matter is handled. He’s 
even had the postmaster over to 
explain the mail system. 

Kids go home all bubbling over 
with information and pass it along 
to their elders, and any time the 
manager wants to banner a trolley 
or post the gas tank, it’s okay by 
them. 

Meantime, the parent teacher as- 
sociation sits around telling each 
other that the theatre hands out a 
fund of useful general information. 
Whole thing started when a sav- 
ings bank asked permission to tell 
the kids the difference between 
state and national banks and those 
for savings. It just spread with the 
national bank asking for a come- 
back the following week and the 
power co. hearing about that. 


Local Fame 


To plug ‘Tough to Be Famous,’ an 
eastern theatre got a local paper to 
send a cameraman around to snap 
prominént citizens in unconven- 
tional poses. Run one a day, in 
connection with a story, and prizes 
to those making the best identifica- 
tions in less than 50 words. 

Success of the photographer was 
proven when the winner scored only 
four out of six. Bank president was 
shown stooping over a flower bed 
and a minister was all but con- 
cealed by the bonnet of his car. 
Made such a stir that the paper 
ran it for a second week on its own 
and bought the ticket prizes. Want- 
ed to keep it up a while longer but 





ran out of material as notables 
grew camera shy. 
Good Copy 


Most managers have trouble with | 


their mailing lists during the sum- 
mer. If they drop patrons, they 
may lose business. ‘If they send out 
programs many are returned under 


the returned postage guaranteed 
clause as not found, merely because 
lthe address may be dead for a 
couple of weeks while the family 


|} takes 


a vacation. 
The Consolidated Amusement En- 
terprises of New York uses a slip 


ithat is printed on a business reply 


card. It seems to meet every aver- 
age requirement, The copy runs: 
‘Owing to the fact that many of 
our patrons will leave the city dur- 
ing the summer months, we will 
discontinue our regular mailing list 





Pollyanna Pays 





Broadway beggar, instead of 
yodeling the time honored 
dirges, is giving it the Polly- 
anna and utilizing as his 
theme song ‘Happy Days Are 
Here Again.’ 

It’s paying better dividends. 
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from June 21 to Sept. 7. We will 
gladly mail you our weekly pro- 
grams during this summer period if 
you will return this request card. 

‘Please fill in the name of the the- 
atre program and drop it in the 
nearest mail box. No postage is 
necessary.’ 

The stencil is stamped on the card 
to obviate the need for filling out 
name and address, and there iS a 
space in which the recipient may 
fill in the name of the program de- 
sired, the only writing required, 





Summer School 
Exhib in a small town is making 





a hit with parents by what he calls 
a composition contest. Kids see cer- 
tain shows, picked for their suita- 
| bility, and prizes for the best tell- 
ing in their own language of the 
story of the feature. 

Entries are judged by the English 
teacher of the local school, who is 
spending the summer at home, and 


than that turned in by her pupils 
during the regular school term. 

Now the exhib is trying to per- 
suade her to make pictures the sub- 
jects of the regular school composi- 
tions, with the only hitch she is 
afraid that the school will object 
she is plugging for the house. 

If he cannot find any other way 

it, the exhib plans to give the 
classes free tickets once a month 
during the school year and get it 
back in parental approval and the 
kids’ advertising. 


out 
Ot 
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Just Names 

Neighborhood theatre where most 
patrons are known to the doorman 
and manager is working a hot 
weather scheme, Paying a good re- 
turn, 

Every matinee the manager comes 
out and asks if a certain woman is 
in the audience. If she is, she gets 
a small present. If she is not, he 
calls for someone else until the gift 
is disposed of. 

Manager makes a point of calling 
one or two names of those he knows 
not to be present before hitting 
upon one who is. 

After the show friends of the ab- 
sent woman drop in to tell her what 
she’s missed. So she comes the next 
afternoon in hopes. Sounds foolish, 
but the point is that it works. 
Women even tell the doorman their 
names, if they feel he might not 
know. 





Makes a Suggestion 

Suffering from the inroads of a 
bathing beach, a theatre has a man 
stationed there who placards all 
cars. He has stiff paper sheets 5x8 
printed, ‘Why not stop at the Gem 
theatre on the way home. Cool off, 
rest up and go home to a good 
night’s sleep.’ 

Similar copy is printed on one- 
half of an 8x10. These are slipped 
between the two halves of the wind- 
shield on open cars, so placed that 
they face the driver. The singles 
are slipped under the windshield 
wipers of closed cars. In either case 
the driver gets the message just be- 
fore he starts for home. 

The novelty may wear off before 
the season is over, but just now it 
makes business. 


Satisfying Factions 
Los Angeles. 

Harry Hartman, Fox-West Coast 
city manager for San Diego, is try- 
ing out a new slant on the time- 
worn popularity contest, working it 
in conjunction with a newspaper, 
local merchants and the theatre. 
Lure is two free trips to the Olym- 
pic games in Los Angeles next 
month, with one winner selected 
through a ballot contest, with bal- 
lots given by the newspaper for 
subscriptions and by the merchants 
with sales. 

Second girl wins by the popular 
applause route. 





Beauty Winner’s Diary 

Ernest Frederick Chester, for 10 
years in yaudeville as Chester Ford 
(Armstrong and Ford), has had a 
Hollywood novel published by Dial 
Press. It’s ‘Let A Lady Confess,’ 
written as the diary of a beauty 
contest winner who tackles Holly- 
wood with scant success on the film 
side, but much notoriety. 
| For the lady readers there’s a 
mysterious hero who turns out to 
be a duke in the last chapter. The 
story’s humor is swift and quite 
warm. 








Backstage Key as Come-on 
Budapest, June 16. 
Opera house tempting subscribers 
to join up with every kind of lure. 
Subscribers to boxes will get silver 
key opening every door backstage. 
Another attraction is that they 
may join in opera members’ annual 
steamboat excursion on the Danube, 
occasion famous for traditional Bo- 
hemian fun. 


S—Star.) 


COLUMBIA 
‘White Eagie’ 
(2d week) 
D—Lambert Hillyer 
A—Fred Myton 
S—Buck Jones 
Barbara Weeks 
Jason Robards 
Robert Ellis 
Robert Elliott 
Jim Thorpe 


Yen’ 

(1st week) 
D—Frank Capra 
A—Grace Zaring Stone 

Edward Paramore 
S—Barbara Stanwyck 
‘Long Loop Laramie’ 

(ist week) 
D—Reeves Eason 
S—Tim McCoy 

Shirley Grey 
Fox 
*The First Year’ 

(8th week) 
D—William K. Howard 
A—Frank Craven 

Lynn Starling 
C—James Howe 
S—Janet Gaynor 





she declares that the work is better} 


Lynn Starling 
Robert McWade 
Dudley Digges 
Maude Eburne 
| George Meeker 
Edna Vokel 

‘After the Rain’ 
(4th week) 


Biystone 


D—John ton 
A—Alfred C. Kennedy 
S—Spencer Tracy 
Peggy Shannon 
William Boyd 
Stanley Fields 
METRO 
‘Skyerraper Souls’ 
(ith week) 
D—Edgar Selwyn 
A—Faith Baldwin 
Elmer Harris 
Cc. Gardner Sullivan 
C—Bill Daniels 
S—Maureen O'Sullivan 
Anita Page 
Warren William 
Norman Foster 
Helen Coburn 





Gregory Ratoff 
‘Down Stairs’ 
(Sth week) 

D—Monta Bell 


A—John Gilbert 
Lenore Coffee 
Melville Baker 

C—Harold Rosson 

S—John Gilbert 

Virginia Bruce 

Hedda Hopper 

Reginald Owen 

Paul Lukas 

Olga Baclanova 

‘Good Time Girl’ 
(5th week) 

D—Edmund Goulding 

A—Frances Marion 
Anita Loos 

C—George Barnes 

S—Marion Davies 

Robert Montgomery 

Billie Dove 

James Gleason 

Zasu Pitts 

Sidney Fox 

Douglas Dumbrille 

Sarah Padden 

Louise Parker 

MONOGRAM 
‘Western Limited’ 
(Starting) 

D—Christie Cabanne 

‘From way te 





D—Harry Fraser 
A—Harry Fraser _ 
Wellyn Totman 


C—Archie Stout 

S—Rex Bell 
PARAMOUNT 
‘Horsefeathers’ 
(12th week) 


D—Norman McLeod 
A—Bert Kalmar 
Harry Ruby 


(Pictures now filming, 
by studios. Symbols are: 


‘The Bitter Tea of General 





_ Hollywood Production 


Week of June 30 


or about to start, are listed below alphabeticallp 
D—Director, A—Author, C—Cameraman, 


8. J. Perleman 
C—Ray June 
S—Four Marx Brothorgs 
Thelma Todd 
David Landau 
Florine McKinney 
yuinn Williams 
Joseph Sauers 
Reginald Barlow 
Robert Greig 


‘Blonde Venus’ 
(6th week) 
D—Josef von Sternberg 
A—S. K, Lauren 
Jules Furthman 
C—Bert Glennon 
S—Marlene Dietrich 
Herbert Marshall 
Cary Grant 
Dickie Moore 
Robert Emmett O’Connor 
Gene Morgan 
Rita La Roy 
Gertrude Short 
Francis Sayles 
Evelyn Preer 
‘Devil and the Deep’ 
(8th week) 
D—Marion Gering 


A—Benn W. Levy 

Harry Hervey 
C—Charles Lang 
S—Tallulah Bankhead 
Gary Couper 


Charles Laughton 
Cary Grant 
Paul Porcasi 
Juliette Compton 
Dorothy Christy 
Arthur Hoyt 
Henry Kolker 
‘Riddle Me This’ 
2d week) 
D—Erle C. Kenton 
A—Percy Heath 
Arthur Kober 
C—Kari Struss 
S—vVictor McLagien 
Edmund Lowe 
Richard Arlen 
Adrienne Ames 
PATHE 
‘The Last Frontier’ 
(Starting) 
D—Spencer Bennett 
(Van Buren Serial) 
A—Basil Dickey 
George Plympton 
Dick Smith 
Ruth Todd 
RADIO 
‘Kong’ 
(12th week) 
D—Merian C. Cooper 
A—Edgar Wallace 
Merian C. Cooper 
James A. Creelman 
C—Eddie Linden 
S—None 
Fay Wray 
‘Most Dangerous Game’ 
(7th week) 
D—Ernest B. Schoedsack 
Irving Pichel 
A—Richard Connell 
James Creelman 
C—Henry Gerrard 
S-—None 
Joel McCrea 
Leslie Banks 
Fay Wray 
Robert Armstrong 
rteen W 
(24 week) 
D—George Archainbaud 
A—tTiffany Thayer 
Bartlett Cormack 
S—Irene Dunne 
Jill Esmond 
Gregory Ratoft 
Ricardo Cortez 
‘Liberty Road’ 
(2d week) 
D—Roland Brown 
A—Samuel Ornitz 
Robert Tasker 
8—Richard Dix 
Eric Linden 
Rochelle Hudson 
Buddy Mason 
‘Fraternity mouse’ 


D—Gregory La Cava 
A—Martin Flavin 
Sarah Y. Mason 


Francis Cockreil 
S—None 

Arline Judge 

Eric Linden 
Richard Cromwell 
Dorothy Wilson 
John Halliday 


Aileen Pringle 
TIFFANY 
‘Last Mile’ 
(2d week) 

D—Sam Bischoff 


A-—Seton Miller 
C—Arthur Edeson 
S—None 
Preston Foster 
Howard Phillips 
George Stone 
Noel Madison 
Raiph Theodor 
Daniel Haynes 
Paul Fix 
Louise Parker 
Frank Sheridan 
Robert J, Smith 
Al Hill 
Kenneth McDenald 
Doris Kenyon 
John Halliday 
Juliette Compton 
Mona Maris 
Reginald Owen 
John P. Murray 
Edgar Nerton 
Alan Mowbray 
Lionel Belmore 
George Pearce 
Clarissa Selwyn 
May Beatty 
Mae Busch 
UNITED ARTISTS 
‘The New Yorker’ 
(Rehearsing) 
D—Harry D’Arrast 
A—Ben Hecht 
S—AI Jolson 
Madge Evans 
Harry Langdon 
Roland Young 
Edgar ‘Blueboy’ Connor 
Bodil Rosing 
Chester Conklin 
UNIVERSAL 


‘Jungle Mystery’ (Serial) 
(6th week) 
D—Ray Taylor 
S—None 
Creighton Chaney 
Noah Beery Jr. 
‘Air Mall’ 
(3d week) 


D—John Ford 
A—Dale Van Every 
Frank Wead 

S—None 

Pat O’Brien 

Ralph Bellamy 

Slim Summerville 

Russell Hopton 

Gloria Stuart 

Lillian Bond 

Leslie Fenton 

Frank Albertson 

Tom Corrigan 

Hans Furberg 
‘Once in a Lifetime’ 

(2d week) 

D—Russell Mack 

A—George 8S. Kaufman 
Moss Hart 
Seton I. Miller 

§&—Jack Oakie 
Aline MacMahoa 

Zasu Pitts 

Russell Hopton 

Onslow Stevens 





Boy’ 
(2d week) 
D—Hamilton MacFadden 
A—Nina Putnam Wilcox 
Jack Cunningham 

8—Tom Mix 

TALMADGE PRODUOC- 
TIONS 


Mad 

(24 week) 
D—George Crone 
A—Charles Condon 
C—Jack Stevens 
S—None 
Iucien Littlefield 
Pat O'Malley 
Charles Sellon 
Donald Kieth 
Mathew Betts 
Nancy Drexel 








Behind the Keys 


(Continued from page 21) 


of the Board here, since that house 
was reopened after a two-week 
close, Blaine Griffin his assistant. 


Pittsburgh. 


James Sharkey, until a short time 


Bess Fairtrace, with Paul Short 
switching to the OM headache post 
from Melba, now dark. 

Promotions in RKO’s branch here 
step up Roy Sachs to feature booker 
and Dudley Harris to handle shorts, 
Joe Brecheen office boss, 





Tacoma, 


Seattle. 

Jack Hughes, brother of Prof. 
Glenn Hughes, of U. of Wash., who 
is author of big book on tke thea- 
tre, as well as several plays, is now 
manager here for Cinema League, 
presenting ‘unusual films’ weekly 
Saturday nights at the Blue Mouse, 
after the regular show is over. 
Doing a fair biz. Hughes also is 





announcer for KVI, Tacoma. The 
arty pixes get 25c and 50c. 
Milwaukee, 


Jules Kaplan from the Garden to 
the nabe Columbia. Manning Sil- 
verman now at the Fern. 


Schenectady, 
Changes in RKO personnel here: 











| Max Mink, treasurer and assistant | 


;} manager at the Plaza, returns to 
Temple, Rochester. John Wagar, 
| treasurer, returns to the Palace, Al- 
bany, to replace Lee Davis, resigned. 
| Mink will be succeeded by Leo 
|Freeman, at the Proctor 
Troy. Wagar’s successor 


| Norman Brinsley, press agent, out; 


;no replacement. 





Columbus. ‘ 
Kenneth Reid, 14 years connected 
iwith Loew's in Cleveland, manager 


House, | 
is Ralph | 
| Chaig, from the Temple, Rochester. | 


| Radio 


ago head of the Columbia exchange 
here, has just been made manager 
of the Educational Film branch in 
Pittsburgh. 

He succeeds Joe Kaliski, who goes 
to Washington, D. C., for Educa- 
a replacing Howard Beaver 

ere, 





Galveston, June 27. 


Majestic, Gainesville, destroyed 
by fire with loss estimated at $55,- 
000, mostly covered by insurance. 
Owned by A. V. Wade, v.p. Texas 
Allied Theatre Owners. 


Los Angeles, 


Loew's State, downtown deluxer, 
has divorced its lobby art dept. 
from the F-WC home office and is 
having its fronts and poster work 
turned out ily an outside studio. 
Reported cost is around $350 per 
week, 





oe 


Des Moines, Ia, 

A cooling plant installed at the 
Gem, Charles City, Ia. 

Mrs. R. E. Duttle will build a 319,- 
| 000 theatre building at Dubuque, Ia, 

Plans for a $1,250,000 fine arts col- 
ony at the U. of Iowa call for ons 
of the largest theatres in the mid- 
west, to be housed in Memorial 
Union building. Building plans have 
not been completed. 
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Hollywood, June 27. 

who walked out on 
because didn’t like her 
‘Thirteen Women,’ gets the 
Universal's ‘Laughe 


Zita Johann, 
she 
part in 
femme lead in 
ing Boy.’ 
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A fortune in fun, frolic and foolish- 
ness! The kind of a profit-building 
entertainment hit you need for that 
down-in-the-mouth box office feeling. 
With Hollywood’s funniest people in 
the screwiest, laughingest picture 
ever made! A brand new idea — 
_ , timely as tomorrow’s headlines, and 

a . “ens guaranteed to please. Okay, Oakie! 
Paramount vn EG . - 





3 C Picture. 
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POLI STRIKE 
AIMED AT 
GRIPS 


ee ee 


Eixpectant negotiations nationally 
by the circuits for new seasonal 
Jabor contracts may help effect a 
gottlement of the strike situation in 
New England now being waged 
against the Iox-Poli chain. Con- 
fabs this way are known to be 
planned currently in New York. 
New England strike is the most 
serious situation of its kind that 
has confronted the industry since 
the Chicago strike of 1928. General 
attention is now focused there as 
a result. 

None of,the Poli houses are closed 
as a oie of the strike. That’s 
where the situations differ. Other- 
wise the peculiar phenomena exists 
ef the Poli chain having actually 
eut its operating overhead some 
$15,000 weekly since the strike, or 
about 75% of its net weekly loss at 
the time the Arthur Theatres Corp. 
took over the chain from Fox. 

That’s another way of figuring 
profits for the theatres. The unions 
en the other hand are estimated to 
have lost around $100,000 in the 10 
weeks the strike has been on. That 
eounts expense of carrying on the 
strike plus the lost salaries of 
around 100 operators, musitians and 
stage hands affected. That's an 
average of $10,000 weekly for the 
unions and a proportionately heavy 
burden considering the situation 
affects only 18 houses, 

There has been practically no 
property damage reported since the 
strike went into effect April 29th. 
Not until Wednesday (22) did ac- 
tual human injury occur. On that 
day two men were injured by 
flames from an exploded chemical 
liquid planted in the Capitol Thea- 
tre, Hartford. The men were taken 
to the hospital. 

Almost simultaneously, similar 
acts of terrorism were reported in 
Worcester, Springfield and Provi- 
dence. In Providence the outrage 
occurred at the Pymouth where 
union labor is being employed. 

Curiously enough there is no con- 
troversy with the musicians. Unions 
apparently are willing to agree to 
certain cuts but balk at the elim- 
ination of men, 

Summary 

Bridgeport: Theatres willing to 
employ 12 operators and 10 musi- 
cians but wanted the number of 
stage hands cut from nine to six. 

New Haven: Theatres willing to 
reopen an additional theatre, name- 
ly the Col'ege, and thus employ i2 
operators instead of eight, but 
balked at the four stage hands 
which number they wished to cut 
to two. 

Hartford: Theatres willing to em- 
ploy seven operators and wanted 
the number of stage hands cut from 
Seven to five men. 

Waterbury: Theatres 
employ four operators and on2 
stage hand but balked at putting 
on additional relief man on the 
stage, instead granting the regular 
Stage hand a day off weekly with 
pay. 

Worcester: Theatres willing to 
employ 12 operators, by reopening 
an additional house, instead of 
eight, but wanted the number of 
Stage hands cut from four men io 
two, 

Springjicid: 


willing io 


Theatres willing to 


employ eight operators but wanted | 


the number of stage hands cut 
from six men to five. 
In Meriden after 4 weeks of the 


controversy the matter was settled 


by the theatre owners agreeing to | 


employ four operators and one 
Stage hand after effecting a 15% 
cut in salaries. 

In all other spots the unions 
turned down the theatre owners’ 
propositions and men from a scab 
labor union recognized by the vari- 
ous municipalities involved have 
been employed. 


Davis, Pitt, eas — 


Pittsburgh, June 27. 


After posting a closing notice to} 


take effect last Saturday (25), 


Davis, WB downtown first-run de- | this 


cided to make a go of it all sum- 
mer. House, however, is still ope- 
rating under a week - to - week 
notice. 

Decision to stick came at last 
minute, with ‘Blonde Captive’ 
being booked in on strength of sur- 
prising showing at Davis some time 
“so of 


| 


‘Explorers of the World.’| nifty money-maker, Fl Capitan, 


on front of the house 





PICTURES 


VARIETY 








Deluxer Cuts to 25¢; 
Higher-Priced Nabes 
Yelp at ‘Protection’ 


Pittsburgh, June 27. 

Action of Fulton, Shea-Hyde 
downtown first-run site, in slash- | 
ing admission scale in half, from 50 | 
to 25c, bringing a storm of protest | 
from indie exhibitors and nabe| 
houses in this district. Several have 
already notified local exchanges 
that they won't play a picture if 
the Fulton gets it first, claiming 
that house’s downtown scale of two 
bits is lower than that of majority | 
of nabe sites. 

General nabe scale locally is now 
about 30c. and in some cases 35c. 
With Fulton getting a four-week 
protection and then underselling 
them, suburban managers are kick- 
ing up their heels. Nothing was said 
about it when Shea-Hyde site had a} 
50c. scale, but was passing out two- | 
for-one coupons by the thousands. | 

It’s understood local management 
of Fulton wanted to put the top at 
40c. and continue the two-for-one 
policy, but decision to cut in half 
and eliminate the free ducats came 
from the home office. 








DOUBLING—ECONOMY 


Cleveland, June 27. 

As an economy move, local Loew's 
headquarters have been closed for 
summer, making execs double on 
managerial jobs in chain’s down- 
town houses. 

M. A. Malaney, publicitv head, to 
manage Mall in addition to agent- 
ing for entire circuit, with James 
Evans and Joe Standish as assistant 
managers. Addie Addison, Loew 
chief, to supervise Allen with a rec- 
ord sized house staff, including A. 
T. Conklin, in charge; Henry Lee 
and Bob Newkirk. Jack McBride, 
formerly at Circle, to double at 
Stillman with Frank Crow. With 
the exception of Harland Fend, 
press agent who was let out, all 
Loew men were kept on with sliced 
salaries. 


‘Taterlude’ Dogs ‘Hotel’ 
Tracks as Road Show 


Hollywood, June 27. 

Road managers and advance men 
now with ‘Grand Hotel’ on the coast 
will be retained by Metro to handle 
the roadshowing of ‘Strange Inter- 
lude.’ Only grind run of the picture 
penciled in at the Paramount, San 
Francisco, has been rubbed out. 
Now set for the California, same 
house as ‘Hotei’ played, opening 
around Aug. 1. 

‘Interlude’ will follow the same 
route of one-night stands on the 
Pacific slope as ‘Hotel.’ 





| 











Los Angeles, June 27. 
approximately 85 play 
road show tour of ‘Grand 
Hotel’ in coast territory closes 


With 
dates, 


;}seat wasn’t there, 





July 27. Local M-G-M exchange | 
will start general distribution of | 
the picture around Oct. 1. } 

Figured picture will have played | 
close to 2,000 dates at advanced 
price by that time. | 


Drunkenness Lets Out | 
Dark Cri’s Lone Hand! 


The New York stagehands’ local 
has done one of its membership out 
of a job. Publix, which has been | 
employing a stage hand at the Cri- | 
terion, though house is closed, gave | 
him two weeks’ notice on charges of | 
drunkenness. 

The notice up, Publix reserved 
the right to pick a successor, but | 
the local refused to okay this, Pub- | 
lix turning around by calling the 
job permanently vacant. 

Criterion is perhaps 





the only! 


| house in the country that has had | 


a stage hand on regular salary while 
shut down. House’s watchman is | 
now taking care of the electric sign | 
advertising | 
Paramount's shows. 





Coast Theatre “Swaps | 


97 


San Francisco, June 27. 
F-WC put through a trade deal 
week with Golden State in 
which the Fox in Visalia and Fox 
in Hanford, were swapped for the 
State in Oakland and Rialto here, 
F-WC began operation last Wed- 
nesday (22) under the same Sireight 
pix policy previously in vogue. 
Rialto is in the local Mission dis- 
trict, but a block Fox's 


away from 


|}exception 


PRATTFALL 


6 
L. A. Customer Wants $25,000 At 
U. A. or Elsewhere 








’ 
Los Angeles June 27. 


Charging that she sat down at a) 


seat in the Roxie theatre and the) 


become unconscious, Louise Fran- 
ces Mullins is suing Pacific Amuse- | 
ment Co., operators of the house, 
for $25,000 personal damages. | 

Claims the theatre contributed | 


negligence by keeping the house 


'too dark. 


STEFFES WOUND UP OK, 
NO RENT FOR 7 WKS. 





Minneapolis, June 27. 


For his foreign talker season W. | 
|A. Steffes 


had induced Archie 
Walker, multi-millionaire lumber- 
man and property owner, to let him 
have the Shubert theatre after the 


closing of the dramatic stock season 
under an arrangement whereby 
Walker received no rent until after 
the gross exceeds a certain figure. 


| Not once during the first six weeks |jestic, Loew's State and Metropoli- | ing 


: ame a - lof the season did the gross reach | tan, in this order, after the success 
LOEW’S CLEVE. EXECS |}the amount that would have re-|of lower admission prices had been 


quired Steffes to pony up for rental. 

Tired of going along without any 
rent for the house, Walker decided 
to terminate the arrangement, but 
Steffes refused any flat rental pro- 
posal and decided to fold. 


Despite the low grosses and the 
stiff union crew requirements, 
Steffes is said to have wound up the 
six weeks’ season with a profit for 
himself due to the free rent and the 
low cost for pictures and other 
operating items. 


Halperins’ ‘Zombie’ Deal 
Held Up by Goldstone 


Hollywood, June 27. 


Phil Goldstone has refused to 
okay the deal between the Halperin 
Brothers and Sam Krulberg for the 
latter to distribute their picture, 
‘The White Zombie,’ on a $40,000 
cash plus percentage basis unless 
Krulberg guarantees the outstand- 
ing bills against the picture 
amounting to around $35,000. Gold- 
stone financed the picture to extent 
of $40,000. 

Halperins offered to turn the ad- 
vance over to Goldstone to satisfy 
his lien, but the latter felt that as 
he had guaranteed all bills against 
the picture Krulberg should assume 
the guarantee for the protection of 
the film company, laboratory and 
mercantile houses which had ex- 
tended credit to the producers. 








Investigation Ordered 
On Albany Theatre Fire 


Albany, N. Y., June 27. 
An official investigation is being 
made of a fire several days ago in 
the Hudson theatre, nabe, which 
has been closed for several months. 
Fire chief Michael J. Fleming said 


| : P { 
jhe found the padding in the rear of | Oriental, 


the screen saturated with kerosene 


;and about 50 feet of film stretched | the folded lists are the MecVicker’s 


from the stage to the auditorium. 
Strewn on the floor of the stage, 
he stated, were wooden matches. 

George Crear, an employee of 
Abraham Stone, operator of the 
house and also operator of the 


Eag'te, another neighborhood, dis- ! 


covered the fire while making an 
inspection of the building. Damage 
was slight. 

Stone was out of town at the time 
and Chief Fleming said he is to be 
questioned. 3enjamin Bernstein of 
Elmira owns the building. 





LABOR ECONOMY 


Fox Palace in L. A. Plasters Front 
With Permanent Blurbs 
Los Angeles, June 27. 

Los Angeles theatre, William Fox 
downtown grind, is devoting more 
than 560% of outside billing to in- 
stitutional copy. Entire front with 
of two attraction three 
sheet frames, and most of marquee, 
including valances, devoted to 
house sales talk. 

Copy included claims ‘best sound 
in town;’ ‘$100,000 cooling system’; 
this theatre plays to more people 
than any other theatre in town,; 
‘4,000 patrons daily—1,000 steady 
daily patrons,’ and also the catch 
line, ‘The talk of the town.’ 

House has a daily change 
with a l5e fl~zt admission, 





policy 


causing her to! + 


2-for-l's Printed by Opposition 
Honored by WB in Penn. Strategy 








Gnawing the Bone Pittsburgh, June 27. 


Poe Local WB division under Johnny 
Harris has found a new way to 
Los Angeles, June 27. ‘ Ae 
Lat rig Aa 0 th ul uate meet what they consider unfair 
zatest gag * sub »s " ‘ : : 
_— ae = ¢ Pagal competition. In Erie, where WB 
territory is two-kids-for-a- 


has the Shea interests for competi- 
dime admissions at the Flor- . 








. 5 tion, and in Parkersburg, W. Va. 
ence every saturday . — Dae d for Res 
E unester gets & prize Where Par-Publix owns the rival 
4very vo sste pO > . sa? 
-.% : = I property, it’s understood that com- 
and mothers who accompany : 
: : peting interests had agreed to 
are given a cut-priced admish 2 E 
maintain certain price scale be- 
up to noon ‘ 
tween them 
Went along all right until 





Warner opposition in both Erie and 


PRICE WAR LOOMS IN Parkersburg began to issue two- 
for-ones, Protest from WB appar- 
HOUSTON: INDIES RILED | enuy brought no results, so War- 

b 


ners took things in their own 
hands. 

In the two towns, they took ex- 
tra space in the dailies announcing 
that two-for-ones issued by their 
rivals would likewise be honored in 
Warner houses. It’s meeting com- 
petition and also saving on print- 
bills, what with weekly give- 
|away coupons mounting up in the 
| print Shops. 

The WB boys have agreed to lay 
hands off only when Shea and Par- 
Publix return to the regular scale. 





Houston, June 27. 
A price war looms for Houston 
as a result of reductions from 10% 
to 30% in the admission prices of 
jall the first run houses. Cuts were 
j}made in at the RKO-Ma- 








prices 


| demonstrated at the Kirby theatre. 

The Kirby adupted a 15-35c scale | 
several weeks ago, together with a 
semi-weekly change of program, 
following Publix’s closing of the 
third of its first run houses, the 
Queen. Other theatres fell in line, 
and now the top price at a first run 
house is 40c on Sundays and holi- 
days; 35c is the general admission 
price. This brings all the ticket 
prices under the 41lc limit. 

Will Horwitz, independent oper- 
ator of two second run and one 
third run house, has interpreted the 
move as an attempt to cut into his 
business. His scale is 5-25c at his 
Texan theatre and 5-15c at his Iris 
and Ritz. He is readying to take 
retaliatory measures which may re- 
sult in a real price war in Houston. 


Shutting Oakland Par 


To Save Sister House 





RUBEN’S UNION TROUBLE 


Minneapolis, June 27. 

Stiff union demands are delaying 
the reopening of Pantages theatre 
as a 15c third-run grind by Harold 
Ruben. Unions insisting that 
Ruben employ four booth operators 
and two stage hands at a cost of 
nearly $500 a week. 

Ruben is holding out for twe 
booth operators. 








Biederman With Select 


Los Angeles, June 27. 
Dave Biederman, at one time Los 
Angeles exchange manager for 
Warners, now general manager of 
Select Pictures for Pacific Coast. 
Select deals in shorts for state 
right market. 





- 








FANCHON é MARCO 


Oakland, June 27. 

Paramount, 3,500-seater recently 
opened under Fox-West Coast ope- 
‘ration, will shortly be closed in an 
attempt to rectify the picture book- 
ing and seating situation here. 

House was in involuntary opposi- 
tion to its sister Fox theatre. 


Only 2 B&K Deluxers 


Chicago, June 27, 
B&K is left with but two first-run 
houses in the Loop with the closing 
of the United Artists Monday night | 
(27). Lack of product and declining 
grosses decided the issue, with the 


= Featured Acts - 








BERNIE and WALKER 


The Mad Wags of Malibu 


in “ANYTHING CAN HAPPEN” 


NOVAK e4FAY 


“All Tangled Up for Fun” 


“TOWN and COUNTRY” Idea 





























'heuse to remain shuttered through 
the summer anyway. 

Rather an unprecedented situa- 
tion for B&K, which at one time 
had five first runs downtown. All 
that’s left now is the Chicago and | 


RUDY KAYE 


“The Singing Switcher” 


¥ & M’s “Parisian Revue” 

















both deluxers, and the 
a grind at 45c top. In 





Roosevelt, 





JANICE WALKER 


. . , 
Doing “Cinderella Brown’ 
¥F & M’s “Parisian Revue” 


CILBERT BROS. 


“MALIBU BEACH” Idea 


land the Paradise on the west side. 


But 321 Seats in Phoenix 


_ Affected by New 10% Tax |j 








Phoenix, June 27. 


The 10% amusement tax affects 
only 321 theatre seats in Phoenix. 
These comprise the loge section in 
the Fox theatre whose admission is 
in excess of the 41c. mark. 

Orpheum, Rialto and Strand (all 
Publix) and White's Open Air (only 
legit house) not affected. 

Recent cuts, say theatre man- 
|} agers, were made as matter of sum- | 
|mer policy and not to evade federal | 
| tax. 








FANCHON & MARCO Presents 


ZELDA SANTLEY 


“VEILS” IDEA 

















JOE and JANE 


1 McKENNA 


Headlining 
LOEW’S STATE, NEW ORLEANS 
“Stitch In Time” Idea 


BERNARDO DE PACE 
“Wizard of the Mandolin” 


Assisted by CELINE LFESCAR 


EDDIE BRUCE 


HEADLINING 


Colo. Nixes Billboards 


Denver, June 27. 

Colorado attorney general asked | 

by state highway commission to | 
into billboard regulation. 








look 

Commission wants to abolish bill- | 
boards on highway curves, and in 
view of the Utah decision by the 
U. S. supreme court upholding their 
right to regulate the boards, the | 
| Colorado commission may try to go 
farther, 








Legislature meets in J 
Local outdoor advertising companies 
44 , . Lea 

organizing to fight adverse lezisla- || ‘Gus Edward’s Radio Stars 


i Uom ‘ i 


inuary. 
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GIVE IT THE DARNDEST ADVERTISING BALLY- 
HOO YOU EVER GAVE ANYTHING AND [T WILL | ‘ 
BRING RETURNS SUCH AS ONLY A MARVEL- , | 


























































OUS NOVELTY CAN YIELD ...WE’RE READY 
TO HELP WITH CAMPAIGN SUGGESTIONS... 
AND IGLOO IS READY TO KNOCK THE RED 
INK OUT OF YOUR POOR OLD BOX OFFICE! ( 
An Edward Small Production directed by Ewing Scott. Presented by Carl Laemmle. | 
= =—===—=5TEP OUT WITH UNIVERSAL ——=S rs 
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RKO REVIVES 
SHUBERT IDEA 


Los Angeles, June 27. 
Taking advantage of the confu- 
brought about by the new 
RKO has 
‘employees 





sion 
theatre admissions tax, 
organized a so-called 
benefit fund’ Shu- 
pert plan of some years ago) an 
will levy a 10c service charge 
against all passes, 
fide newspaper critics. 


(similar to the 


On all passes used when the ad- 
mission scale is above the 41c basis, 
the federal tax will be a part of 
the service charge and will be paid 
by the theatre direct. 


PUBLIX WOULD SETTLE 
WITH TEX. STAGEHANDS 


With 
stench 
Publix 
Sherman, 








one arrest as a result of 
and sulphur bombing of 
houses in Texas, Harry 
Publix director of special 
relations, left Friday (24) for San 
Antonio to try for a settlement. 
Stage hands were recently locked 
out of all chain houses in that situ- 
ation. 

Meanwhile Stuart Hobson was 
arrested as instigator of Publix the- 
atre bombing. Hobson was former- 
ly business agent of the Fort Worth 
local and is treasurer of the state 
organization of operators. 

Sherman will offer the _ stage- 
hands a settlement, which, in ab- 
sence of stage shows, would prob- 
ably mean at least a maintenance 
man in each theatre, 


SUNDAY THING UP AGAIN 


Birmingham, June 27. 

A movement to establish Sunday 
amusements is underway again. 
This time the baseball interests 
wants Sunday baseball and a peti- 
tion with more than 5,000 names of 
qualified voters was presented to 
city officials last week. An election 
to decide the issue was set for July 
12 but enemies of the idea seem to 
have triumphed again. There is a 
state law against Sunday baseball 
and a special act of the Legislture 
is believed to be the only solution, 

There is also a law against Sun- 
day golf but it is unenforced, 


— 


FIRST TIME DARK SINCE ’12 


Youngstown, O., June 27. 

The Dome, pioneer picture house, 
under lease by the Warners, is dark 
for the first time since it was 
opened in 1912 when it was built by 
C. W. Deibel as the finest theatre in 
this section of the state. It was 
taken over by Warner Bros. in 
1924, 

Due to the short time the lease 
has to run the house will not be 
operated next season, 











ae & MARCO 


Presents 


The BANJO KING 





‘Happiness 
Show” 


f by a galaxy of 
aere) EN ROUTE 
o 


THIS WEEK 


VANCOUVER 
TO DENVER 


NEXT WEEK 


DENVER 
THEATRE 
DENVER 


SY THE WHOLE COMPANY 


excepting bona | 


-|DENVER PRINCIPALLY 
ABSORBING THE TAX 


Denver, June 27, 
Denver theatre men waited until 


Paramount in Colorado 
with 50c at night, and 
Grand Junction, Colo., 
top on Sunday and 
tax is being absorbed. 
three are Publix owned. 

The Elitch theatre, playing sum- 
mer stock and with a $1.25 top, is 
absorbing the tax, 

Mayor Begole has asked United 
States to waive the tax on muny 
golf links. Says they are not run 
for profit but for benefit of tax- 
payers, 


Springs, 
the Mesa, 
with a 50c 
Monday, the 
The last 





Birmingham, June 27, 

The tax increase is working an 
awful hardship on exhibitors in 
Mississippi. At the last session of 
the state Legislature a 10% tax 
was placed on all forms of amuse- 
ments in the state. Now comes the 
national tax of 10%, making a total 
of 20%. 

Receipts from the state tax since 


May 1 exceeded all expectations 
when the count was made last 
week. The total was $24,245.57. 





Feist’s One-Day Meet 


Los Angeles, June 27, 
Felix Feist is due here tomorrow 
(28) to hold a one-day meet of 
western sales managers for M-G-M. 
Feist will fly here with Hal Roach 
in latter’s plane. 





MARCUS-SMITH’S SHORTS 


Hollywood, June 27. 
Gene Marcus, former exchange 
man, and Cliff Smith, director, are 
producing a series of one-reelers, 
‘Hollywood Mystery.’ 


Incorporations 





New York 
Albany, N. Y., June 27. 
inden Theatre Corp., Bronx, the- 
atrical business, $10,000. 


Dramatic Miniatures, Inc., Manhattan, 
theatrical business, 100 shares no par 
value, 

Screencraft Attractions, 
York, motion picture 
shares no par value. 

Dancing Carnival, Ine., New York, 
general amusement business, $1,090. 

Takats Sales, Inc., New York, motion 
picture business, 200 shares no par 
value. 

Elar Productions, 
theatrical business, 
value. 


New 
100 


Ine., 
business, 


Inc., Manhattan, 
200 shares no par 


~ Amusement Corp., Long 

Beach, public amusement resort, 100 
shares no par value, 

George White’s Scandals of 1931, Inc., 


Manhattan, theatrical business, 200 
shares no par value, 
The White Beach, Inc., Schenectady, 


general amusement business, 
no par value. 


200 shares 


California 
Sacramento, June 27. 

Business Management Corp., County 
of Los Angeles, Capital stock $10,000. 
None subscribed. Bertram Allenberg, 
Arthur W. Stebbins, Alice Griffin. 

Paris Inn, County of Los Angeles. 
Capital stock, 1,000 shares, none sub- 
scribed. Umberto Rovere, Innocente 
Pedroli, C. L. Turner, 

Name of Pacific Coast 
Ltd., Los Angeles, changed 
Pictures Corp. 

Don Lee Broadcasting System, County 
of Los Angeles. Capital stock 10,000 
shares, none subscribed, Don Lee, 
Thomas S. Lee, W. J. Gleason. 

Don Lee Holding Co., County of Los 
Angeles. Capital stock 10,000 shares, 
none subscribed. Guy T. Graves, A. Van 
Matre, Vida D. Roberts. 

Ad Schulberg-Charles Kenneth Feld- 


Exchanges, 
to Allied 


man, Inc. (Agency), County of Los An- 
geles. Capital stock 100 shares, $30 
subscribed. 4d Schulberg, Chas. K. 
Feldman, Grace Dobish. } 

Harry Weber, Inc., County of Los An- | 
geles. Capital stock 100 shares, $30 
subscribed. Ifarry F. Weber, Jr., Grace | 
Dobish, Nancy Smith. 

Electrotone Corp. of America, County 
of Los Angeles, Capital stock $509,000, 
$59 subscribed. Victor H. Severy, Roy 
T. Taylor, Porter C. Blackburn, Charles- 
ton Dow, Sessler. 


ws @s 


Judgments 





Capital Film Exchange 


Harold Hecht; 
$81.45 


Long Beach Theatre Corp.; First Divi 
sion Exch., Inc.: 163.95. 

Checker Music Corp. and Jack M. 
Kane; Bank of VU. S.; $2,792.31 


Tavern, Inc.; M. C. Lee; $1,759 


Lew Fields and Lyle A. Aadrowss 
Erlanger Productions, Inc.; $7,054.69. 

Judea Films, Inc.; Western Union ‘Tel- | 
ecraph Co., Inc.: $64.84 

William Brandt; Van Wagemen & 
Schickhaus Co.; $93.85. 

Bobby North; Centrun Corp.; $223.91. 


Satisfied Judgments 


Gotham Music Service, Inc., 
| Music, Inc.; Denton & Haskins Musi: 
i Pub. Co.; $1,474.14, May 16, 1932. 








and Mills | 


the last minute before deciding 
what to do with the tax. At the 
Aladdin, Paramount, Rialto and 
Orpheum it is being added to 50c 
admissions, Loges at the Aladdin 
are cut from 75 to 60 cents and the 
tax added. Top price at the Den- 
ver, 65 cents, has been cut to 60 
with the tax added. | 

Oniy four houses out in the ter- 
ritory are affected. At the Fox-| 
|Lincoln in Cheyenne, Wyo., with a 
50c top, the tax is being absorbed. | 
At the Sterling theatre in Greeley, 
Colo., the prices has been cut from 
50 to 40 to escape the tax. At the 


| ume 








Stock Market 





(Continued from page 7) | 


content themselves with such en- 
couragement as came from enorm- 
ously reduced volume. The six 
trading days brought out the small- 
est aggregate turnover since back 
in 1923. If dullness was the chief 





;characteristic of the general mar- | 
ket, it was conspicuously true of | 
the amusement group, with the sin- 
gle exception of Paramount. 

| Sales of Fox were only 1,000: 
| Loew, 4,100; RKO, 1,000, and War- | 
ner Bros., 6,900. Paramount alone | 
broke into five figures with 00, | 
little enough compared ito former | 


dealings, but still 
special position, 
lary of the disci 
the company’s 

Sharp 


suggestive of a 
perhaps a corrol- 
luraging behavior of 
bonds. 

reduction of trading vol- 
in the case of Loew was ac- 
companied by a suggestion of firm- 
ing in undertone. Stock gave way 
with the rest, but steadied at a low 
on the movement of 15% at which 
level it seemed to be plentifully 
supplied with bids while offering 
price held at 16 or better most of 
the time. Old low is 13%. How 
much stock would be for sale on a 





rally, of course, nobody on the out- 
side knows, but certainly all the 
signs point to holdings now being 


in pretty strong hands as far as the 
current level is concerned. 

Failure of offerings to come out 
in quantity was especially signif- 
icant on Saturday, when the final 
quotations for the Dow Jones in- 
dustrial list stood at 44.76 against 
44.74 the lowest closing level of the 
whole bear market, registered May 
31, cancelling the entire upturn of 
early June, amounting at its peak 
to about 9 points. A margin of 
only 2 cents to go to break into new 
low ground gave pretty conclusive 
evidence that the former lows were 
in for a thorough test with a better 
than even chance they would be 
violated. 

Such 





a situation was made to 
order for a selling wave, but it 
didn’t materialize. Instead there 
came extreme dullness, signalizing 
that whoever has the stock is fairly 
well set to hold it through any 
stress that may be in store for the 
near future. 


Old Leaders Weakest 


A special phase of the week was | 
the extreme weakness in the old 
time leaders. Among the stocks to 
break through old critical levels 
were Steel, especially the senior 
issue, at 56, American Can, Amer- 
ican Telephone and Allied Chem- 
ical, all of which went into new 
low ground while a considerable 
number of lesser specialties put up 
a strong front well above old for- 
mer low prices. Conspicuous in 
the latter catagory were American 
Tobacco, Air Reduction, Mckees- 
port Tin Plate and Eastman Ko- 
dak, whose course was paralleled 
by Loew. The stocks named in the 
latter group are holding because 
there is no vast number of shares 
outstanding and each issue has its 
own sponsoring clique. Danger here 
is that cliques can get in beyond 
their resources and it is then that 
disastrous breaks occur. 

Extreme smaliness of turnover 
was matched by the narrowness of 
the price range among the amuse- 
ments. Out of the group proper 
there was not a single net change as 
large as a whole point, with the 
exception of a 6-point advance in 
Universal first preferred which 
lately paid its regular quarterly $2 
and at 30 has an enormous yield. 


| the 








Eastman Kodak, which is only in- 
directly allied with the amuse- 


Summary for week ending Saturday, June 25: 


STOCK EXCHANGE 


| 
| 
| 
| 


ments, lost nearly 1% net, but at 
its low for the week was nearly 3 
points above its extreme bottom. 


Whether the special activity in 
Paramount is a belated effort to} 
pass stock along or a jiggle to at- | 


tract a following is difficult to 
guess at. Performance of the bonds 
is not encouraging. With the 6 

liens selling at a yield of 33% there 
is little incenti\s make a com 
mitment in the s making it an 
sutright gamble Vhil there are 
more attractive issues elsewhere in 
the list that have a more substan- 


tial background for a speculation 
Issue has been so severely ham- 
mered that the rank and file of 
traders are leaving it alone. Latest 
i development that had any bearing 
on its fortunes was the announce- 
ment of further retirement of im- } 
portant officials identifled with the | 
old management. Departure of P. | 


B. Schulberg was interpreted in the 
Street as another manifestation of 
divided interest within the com- 
pany. That, of course, did it no 
good marketwise, being a repetition 
of the Jesse Lasky incident of sev- 
eral months ago. 
Keith, Loew Bonds Steady 

One result of rnation in the 
share list was the turning of atten- 
tion to the bond section, where, 
among the amusements, it ap- 
peared that there was some quiet 
demand for the old Keith bonds and 
where the Loew obligations com- 
manded some interest. Both bonds 
have large real estate equities be- 
hind them and have been the sub- 
ject of support which argues in- 
formed buying, in spite of the dis- 
repute of the whole theatre group | 
as a trading medium. 

3onds, after all, at this stage of 
market, offer speculative pos- | 
sibilities superior to the 
over the whole industrial field, in- 
cluding the amusements. Present 
prices have discounted pretty much 
anything that can happen. There 
are said to be cases, even, where a 
receivership would bring improve- 
ment to some liens, since a receiver- 
ship would call for liquidation in- 
stead of the slow wasting away of 
resources. Some equity stocks prob- 
ably will never come back, but there 
are plenty of bonds selling below 
value at forced sale. After all, the 
Shubert Company was. only one 
corporation, although its fate has 
cast a pall over the whole theatre 
group. 

Receivership for the Fox The- 
atres had small effect, coming as it 
did after being long anticipated. 
Fox Film merely went quiet, repeat- 
ing its recent level of 1% in desul- 
tory trading. The class A shares 
trades for the week totaled only 
1,000 shares. 

Only two minor amusement stocks 
broke through their former lows. 
One was American Seating, a spe- 
cial sufferer from business dullness, 
in one trade at %, and Orpheum 
preferred which appeared once for 
10 shares at 3%, off %, despite the 
announcement that the RKO sub- 
sidiary would not be put into a re- 
ceivership. Here is one case in 
which the preferred stockholders 
might profit from liquidation, since 
the old stock represents a prior 
claim on assets. Consolidated Film 
slipped to 2%, double bottom. Divi- 
dend is now off. 

Some minor play appears to have 
come into Warner Bros. bonds. 
There was speculative buying be- 
low 12, but nobody seems to care 
about following quotations above 14. 


stas 





Price occasionally gets .around 15, 
but promptly fitids seliers at that 
price. 








A LOEW PRODUCTION 


“HELLS-BELLES” 


une | 25) _Century, _Baitimore 


STONE and 


VERNON 


Casino de Paris 
13 MONTHS 


The Suave Deceiver 


CARDINI 


WM. MORRIS 


RUSSELL 


and 


ARMSTRONG 


Rh a rae FEED” 
2 GR¢ SMAN 





tion 


3—McCANN SISTERS—3 


Direction 


CHAS. V. YATES 








stock list, | 





A LOEW PRODUCTION 


“FRIVOLITIES” 


_(Giune_ 25) State, Syracuse 





Dir.: 


GEORGE 


ORMONDE 


Pt ° . 
Scientific Nonsense” 
Johnny Hyde, Morris Office 


TOMMY and BETTY 


WONDER 





“The Dancing Wonders” 


Dir.: Wm. Morris Office 





W. E. RITCHIE 


“The 


Original Tramp Cycliet” 
The Bicycle Ballet 


CHESTER HALE'S 
FRIVOLITY GIRLS 











A LOEW PRODUCTION 


“DIVE IN” 


(June 25) Oriental, Chicage 








JACK 


PEPPER 


“Pepping Up the Show™ 


Dir.: Cargill & Dobson 





MADELINE BERLO 


DIVING MERMAID 
Thanks to Marvin Schenck 





MACK, HAROLD and 


BOBBY 


“KIDS KIDDIN’” 
Dir: CARGILL-DOBSON 








JEANNE DEVEREAUX 


PREMIER DANCER 








A LOEW PRODUCTION 


“THREE SCREENS” 


(june 25) Detroit, Detroit 





CHANEY 


FRANKLYN 


D’AMORE 








AND 
F 0 X with 
JACK LANE 
‘Dancing Stars of “Do You Want 
Two Continents’ to Wrestle” 
Dir.: Johnny Hyde — Dir. Alex. Hanlon 
AL 
JOSEPH 
NORMAN 
GRIFFIN 
? Vomedian ? 
Distinctive 
‘aan a eee Styles in Songs 
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A LOEW PRODUCTION 


“HI-LITES OF 1932” 


Gune 25) Keith's, Seto 





J 


VA 


IIMIIMCY 
SAVO 


“The Runaway Boy” 


Dir: Sam Lyons 


NDERBILT BOYS 


““Croonaders of Song” 
Dir.: Phil Tyrrell 





PEG LEG BATES 


Wor 


Dir.: 


ld’s Greatest Monoped Dance: 
Nat Kalcheim, Wm. Morris 
Agency 


CHESTER HALE’S 
HI-LITERS 
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“sets 


opening day ‘take 


new high for house! 


ness in Strand history! s¢ 


THURS.;* JUNE . 16 
biggest preview busi- @& 


6 DAYS THAT ROCKED 
THE PICTURE WORLD! 
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“Scored a terrific knockout.“As hilariously funny, 


‘and punch-packed as we've seen this year. 
House was jammed to an S.R. O. Audience 
roared, shouted... It’s all swell stuff... scream- 


ingly funny.”—N. Y, Daily News / 
“A knockout! Don’t miss itl Champion of all the 


ring movies and the greatest of ali the Cagney’s. 





50% over best single day } 
of “The Crowd Roars”! 


ows 


house goes to 9 sh 


By daily! : 


end 


% 
\ 


most sensational week-"7,) 
figures in “years! Aju. 


SUNDAY. 





holdover, indefinite run! © 


consistent sellout 


It’s wildly exciting, smashingly dramatic, uproar- 


iously funny. It has better fighting than a lot of 
$20 matches, more conviction than a true story, 
better laughs than a super-slapstick. It will goal 
you...Smashing entertainment—one movie you 
positively mustn’t overlook.”—N. Y. Mirror 


“Audience hung onto every word, applauded every 


4 





ie 


Wey 
ae-33 AS 


' 


. Strand Run o 


j 
NY 
y* 


The First 6 Days* 


of N 


oad 
hei 
© 
a 
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<1, 


WINNER TAKE ALL’ 


; 
With Marian Nixon. Guy Kibbee 


tH 


—— 


_ gesture. Will have the Strand hanging out S.R.O.. 


Dickie Moore, Virginia Bruce. Directed by Roy Del Ruth 





signs this and probably several more weeks.”; 
—WN. Y. Journal 


“Knockout comedy...Cagney at his best... Another 

nicely timed winner from the Warner stables.” 

—Film Daily 

“Full of laughter. Unceasing ramble of laughs. : 
Bubbles with humor.”—WN. Y. American 
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VAUDEVILLE 


60 RKO AGENTS GOING OUT 








RKO Will Fold 
Amateur Units 


Unless Improved. 


Proposed RKO amateur vaude- | 





ville unit, composed of winners of 
the circuit’s various local stage 
contests, will not materialize unless 
forthcoming simon pure shows are 
an improvement over those staged 
go far. 

Six local productions put on to 
date have been double flops, at the 
boxoffice and for talent. Result is 
talk of dispensing with the amateur 
idea altogether. The New York 
shows go on this week at the Albee, 
Coliseum, Fordham and Madison 
theatres. RKO’s regular vaude bills, 
playing with the amateurs, are be- 
ing cut down to two or three acts 
or discarded entirely where the con- 
tests are used. 


CONRAD WOULD SETTLE 
WITH LAZARUS, KENDLER 


Having notified all the booking of- 
fices that Moe Lazarus is the owner 
of Eddie Conrad’s act, Conrad has 
been delayed from making any en- 
is now seeking to 





gagement and 


effect a settlement with Lazarus 
and Julius Kendler, the lawyer. 


Latter was the actor’s legal mentor 
and personal pal until Conrad took 
the bankruptcy route to divest him- 
self of some $26,000 in obligations, 
including Kendler and Lazarus. 


The lawyer denies Conrad owes 
him the $8,000 which the actor 
listed in his petition, admitting only 
to $5,700, of which $5,000 is for 
legal services in successfully de- 
fending Marion Eddy’s alimony 
claim in a separation suit against 
her former husband and stage part- 
ner. The rest is for moneys loaned 
or guaranteed. 


Kendler is willing to okay the 
booking offices providing that all 
bookings continue payable to 
Lazarus and in consideration of 
settlement in full to Lazarus for 
the $1,300 the latter invested in 
the Conrad act. 


Kendler is insistent on that be- 
cause h2 was instrumental in get- 
ting Lazarus interested. The law- 
yer will waive the $400 cash ad- 
vanced and the two $150 bills he 
had guaranteed both the Hotels 
Lincoln and Edison for releasing 
Conrad’s trunks in the past. 
wants is his $5,000 fee for services 
rendered, to be paid off at Conrad’s 
convenience. 

Although Lyman Hess was attor- 
ney for Conrad in the bankruptcy, 
ancther lawyer, Kevie Frankel, is 
now handling Conrad's affairs to 
get him back into the good graces 
of the. booking offices, after Kend- 
Jer and Lazarus had served formal 
notice on RKO, Loew’s, etc., con- 
cerning the disputed ownership of 
the Conrad act. 

Frankel is friendly to Mrs. Birdie 
Conrad, the first Mrs. Eddie Con- 
rad, who, like Miss Eddy, was also 
the actor’s stage as well as marital 
partner. This explains Frankel’s 
friendly interest in Conrad although 
Hess was the petitioning lawyer. 
Hess came into the picture in that 
he also legally 
Rogers, Conrad’s agent. 





Scalded to Death 


Burns proved fatal to Harry Mur- 
ray of Marie Sabbott’s act, the 
vaudevillian succumbing in the At- 


lantic City hospital last week. While | 


carrying a bucket 
a Wildwood, N. J. resort, while on 
a brief vacation, he tripped and 
Was doused by the steaming water. 

Murray was rushed to the A. C. 
hospital where he held on for five 


of hot water at 


days. He had been in several 
Broadway musicals, was 33, un- 
married, 


represents Harry | 





Plaster Directions 


After Joe Frisco’s final per- } 
formance in the Friars Frolic 
at the Roxy, New York, he just 
ducked a stout process server 
waiting at the stage door by 
starting to run as the guy 
reached into his pocket for the 
plaster. 
Frisco scrammed up 95ilst 
street to Seventh avenue with 
his pursuer right behind. When 
he got to the corner he 
stopped, held out his hand and 
hollered back, ‘This is where 
we turn’—and kept on going. 


RESUMING VAUD 
AT HOLLYWOOD 


Warners Hollywood theatre on 
Broadway is expected to open on 
or about Aug. 15 with a straight 
vaudeville show. Harry Richman 
will be m.c. with the shows booked 
along big time lines, plus the revue 
finale resuming the policy inaugu- 
rated by Lou Holtz at the same 
house last spring. 

House has been reported getting 
legit, but cost of changing the in- 
terior for that policy interfered. 
Richman teamed with Holtz for 
four weeks. Latter got $75,000 for 
his end during a season of 11 weeks, 
while the Warners averaged little 
|more than the rent. House has 
been dark since the vaudeville try. 


Clark Robinson and 
Roxy’s Prod. Staff 


In Demand by a Few 























News of the Roxy closing in New 
York brought several offers for the 
services of Clark Robinson and the 
Roxy Theatre stage show organi- 
zation under  Robinson’s’' wing. 
Robinson has been personally pro- 
ducing the Roxy shows since Leon 
Leonidoff went to the Coast for F. 
& M. 

The offers made include every- 
thing handled by Robinson. While 
the house has shed its regular ballet 
organization, what is left of the 
ballet is also being sought. 

One offer is for a European tour 
with a show to be built and de- 
signed by Robinson, 

Billy Rose has asked for the group 
for his contemplated legit musical; 
so have the Shuberts. 


STANDARD ACTS MIXING 
COAST DATES FOR CAKE 


Los Angeles June 27. 

Although coast agents are having 
no difficulty getting enough talent 
for all local dates available, there 
are still a few more or less stand- 
ard acts, who have saved a little 
money and while willing to take a 
cut, are not yet prepared to work 
for the average coast vaude salary. 

Very few vaude dates now open. 


L. A. Phoney Slips Up 
In Back Stage Shake 


Los Angeles, June 27. 
An unidentified man, wearing a 








All he | 








backstage at the Orpheum Friday 
night. 

The man appeared at the stage 
door during the performance, 
fiashed his badge and explained he 
had papers to serve on Johnson, 
who had just come off the stage. 
Stage hand and Cliff Work, stand- 





ing nearby, scented something ir- 
irexzular and came over to investi- 
gate. The intruder succeeded in 
/making his escape before Johnson 
could explain. Became lost in the 
crowd leaving the theatre. 

A number of dressing room rob- 


beries of late have put everyone on 
lthe watch. 


———+ 


|district attorney’s investigator's 
bedge, attempted to hold up Chic | 
| Johnson, of Olsen and Johnson, | 





BECK'S ORDERS 
THROUGH ASS'N 


No Room for at Least Half | 
of Present 120 Agents on | 
Booking Floor — Circuit | 
Playing 150 Acts Weekly 
and Booking 25 Weeks— 
More Agents Now Than 
for 70 Weeks Two Years 
Ago—Agents’ Ass’n Pres- 
ident Spurns Cutting | 
‘Honors’ 


—_—————_ 
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20 OFFICES LEFT 





Sixty RKO agents are on the way 
out in the biggest shake-up of its 
kind on record. Martin Beck has 
decided and so notified the agents’ 
own association that there is no 
longer room on the booking floor 
for at least half of the 120 people 
presently engaged in booking acts, 
or trying to. with RKO 

Pressure from the agents’ body 
is being brought to bear for the 


purpose of having the slash post- 
poned till the end of the summer. 
It is felt that when the season 
starts (autumn) the letouts will be 
in a better spot to find something 
elsewhere. 


If Beck agrees to the postpone- 
ment the agents will stay put un- 
til around Labor Day. Meanwhile, 
the list compiled by Beck and in 








his possession will stand as is. 
Taking official notice of the 
floor’s overcrowded condition for 


the first time since his return to 
the booking office, Martin Beck 
late last week. was said to have re- 
quested Maurice Rose, president of 
the agents’ association, to start the 
necessary cutting. Rose’s reported 
answer was that as an agent him- 
self, along with the other agent- 
officers in the association, he didn’t 
think it was his position to tell 
fellow agents to get out. It was 
then agreed, from accounts, that 
Rose and the agents’ board will 
carry out Beck’s wishes when the 
booking head shall have decided 
which agents should go. 

The list is now being compiled 
by Beck and may be read to the 
agents at a mass meeting this or 
next week. 


20 Franchises 


RKO Is Figuring on 40 Vande 
Weeks as Next Season Start: 
Spots Are Included 


4 Break-In 


Clean Act 





Los Angeles, June 27. 

Nondescript individual wan- 
dered into offices of Eddie Ru- 
bin, agent, seeking a rug clean- 
ing job. 

‘No, thanks,’ said Rubin. 
‘When the rugs need cleaning 
I'll just throw them out.’ 

‘Times pretty bad, eh?’ coun- 
tered the caller. Then: 

‘You book people here for the 
circuits? Rug cleaning ain't 
the only thing I can do’ 


NVA Wants to Cut 














Expenses $75,000; 
Casey New Fund Pres. 





NVA Fund’s new board of direc- 
tors, in anticipation of a financial 
pinch during the coming year, is 
the club’s overhead for 
the purpose of cutting down. Pat 
Casey is the new fund president, 
succeeding Sam Katz. 


Social and charitable end in New 
York now amounts to around $150,- 
000, with the Saranac sanitarium 
entailing about the same. The de- 
sire is to reduce New York expenses 
by half for a gaving of $75,000 a 
year. Saranac probably won’t be 
affected. 

If the $75,000 saving is made, the 
running expenses for the coming 
year would be almost down to the 
approximate $200,000 collected dur- 
ing the April fund drive. Under 
current overhead the NVA would 
need around $100,000 more than it 
collected. 


Besides Casey, the new NVA 
Fund officers selected at the June 
22 election are William J. Lee, also 
of the VMA; Moe Silvers of War- 
ners and Sam Dembow of Para- 
mount-Publix, vice-presidents; Mar- 
tin King, secretary; Henry Chester- 
field, treasurer. 

Major Leslie Thompson and Sam 
Scribner are on the board, along 
with all the officers. 

Executive committee comprises 
Casey, Lee and Chesterfield. 


scanning 











It is Beck’s reported intention to | 
limit the number of outstanding | 
franchises to 20. This would re- | 
duce the total of active agents to! 
{60 or less, at the outside rate of 
three agents per office including the 
|franchise holder or office head. 
| At the present time there are 
around 45 franchises for approxi- 
mately 120 agents,..all more or less 
lactive despite the rule permitting 
|but one man from an office on the 
floor at any one time. 
| The overcrowded floor condition 
has been a bone of contention at 
RKO for several years now but ex- 
cepting for a few ineffective ges- 
ltures at cutting, none of the series 
of booking heads who have been in 
charge has ventured to weed out 
‘the agency garden. Each booking 
‘head in turn, however, has ex- 
pressed himself as seeing the ne- 
cessity of such action. 

That cutting down would involve 
the dismissing of agents who have 
been around for many years caused 
,the RKO heads to postpone the 
move. They constantly hoped the 
agents would do something about 
it themselves, counting on a natural 
process of elimination. 

Meanwhile, the number of agents 
has increased rather than decreased. 
Two years ago, when there were 
over 70 weeks of RKO playing time, 
there were less agents on the floor 
than at present. There are 25 
weeks at present with the circuit | 
unable to play more than 150 acts 
weekly, or hardly an act for every 
agent. 


' 
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BEN BLUE WANTS $6,000 


FROM PAR FOR 2 SHORTS, 





Ben Blue filed a complaint in the 
N. Y. Supreme Court for breach of 
contract against Paramount, asking 
for $6,000 damages on a written 
contract dated January, 1931, to do 
two shorts for $3,000 apiece. 

Since Blue, at that time, had an 
RKO route, the film contract pro- 
vided that his picture dates were to 
be arranged subject to his vaude- 
ville engagements. Paramount was 
to call upon the actor, it is alleged, 
by July 31, 1931. 

Blue is represented by Harold M. 
Goldblatt. 





Allentown on Mondays 
Pa., June 27. 

Murray Livingston and his ‘Bar- 
rel of Fun’ are on the stage of 
the Colonial, Allentown, on Monday 
nights. 

Prices are offered and Livingston 
also acts as master of ceremonies. 
The feature will be a regular one 
on Monday nights. 


Kaston, 


THE YOUNG MAESTRO 
Jack Osterman turns band leader 
as well as m. c. this week 
Breeze Beach club, 
Beach, L. I. 
Osterman has 


West 


the radio bug. 


Through the return of around 20 
present straight picture theatres to 
vaudeville, RKO expects to have 38 
or 40 weeks of playing time on its 
New York book with which to start 
off the season of °32-'33. Included 


will be perhaps four weeks of 
break-in time, playing new acts 
@nily or mostly, conceded by RKO 
officials to be a necessity for 
vaudeville’s survival. 

At the present time the total 
RKO stage bookings amount to 25 
weeks, the lowest on record. In- 
crease is anticipated from theatres 
that folded for the summer, among 
which are several heavily populated 
key towns which can _ support 
vaudeville under the right condi- 
tions. 

Based On Policy Changes 

Last season RKO started out 
with 70 weeks and by constant re- 
trenchment dropped to the present 
sparse mark. The 38 or 40-week 


estimate is based on policy changes 


now under the theatre department’s 
advisement and considered con- 
servative. Localities away fro“ 
vaudeville for a year or more are 
also up for vaude revival as a re- 
sult of economical straight pictures 
failing to justify the reduction with 
bigger profits or smaller losses. 

Martin Beck’s position as book- 
ing head automatically places him 
among the vaudeville optimists. He 
claims that vaudeville will enjoy a 
small sized boom next season. Acts 
and agents are in the position of 
wondering whether they can hold 
on until this happens. 


PALACE STILL IN RED, 
CHEAPEST BILL $5,200 


RKO’s Palace, New York, dipped 
into the red again last week for 
2,500, and once more failed to see 
a profit with the grind policy and 
the rent off. Gross’ was $15,000. 

Current bill at the Palace is the 
cheapest the theatre has ever 
played, amounting to only $5,200 in 
salaries for nine acts. 











Rae Arden Trying Again 
In Breach Promise Suit 








at the Sea! 
Long! 


Worcester, Mass., June 27. 

Mary R. Hunt of Auburn, N. Y., 
known in vaude as Rae Arden, will 
have another opportunity to at- 
tempt to collect $50,000 from John 
P. Remick of Milford, retired an- 
tique dealer and reputedly one of 
the town’s wealthiest residents. She 
charges the 76-year-old Remick 
with breach of promise. Pending 
before the Worcester Superior 
Court for several months, the case 
now is to be assigned for trial. 

When the case was heard first 
four years ago, the court ordered a 
mistrial because Remick collapsed. 

The story began in Boston in 
1925, but ended when Rae found 
that Remick was married. 





Britton’s Chinese Bid 


Hollywood, June 27. 


Sid Grauman is after the Frank 
and Milt Britton band for the 
‘Strange Interlude’ prolog. 

So far, Shaw and Lee, and the 
Five Maxellos are only talent en- 
gaged. Weber-Simon office booked. 
Picture scheduled for July 15. 


GANJOUS SETTLE 
Jack Eddy'’s (Dolores, Eddy and 
Douglas) two suits against the Gan- 
jou Brothers, aiso of vaude, have 
been settled out of court. Actions 
were for $125 for money loaned and 
$5,000 for breach of contract. 
Ganjous are in ‘Porcelain 
flash act. E. 


Roe 
lranklys 


reance,’ 


| Goldner represented Eddy, 
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‘SYRACUSE SANS VAUDE ; MAY BUNCH BREAK-INS- 
Hard to Find Around N.Y.; Hire a Hall || 
alide NOW hard to rind Aro | AND DRASTIC B. 0. CUT AT PROSPECT, B’KLYN 
Los Angeles, June 27, ’ 
Rush of applicants to initial 

It S$ a New Low on P laying Time Syracuse, iver lod > audition for the RKO Oppor- According to an RKO plan the 
For the first time in recent years, tunity Revue, to be staged at Prospect theatre, Brookiyn, may be 
s fies use will be without stage en- the Hillstreet, week of July 16, ene ane eee te apet for acta. 

—_—__—_— | tertainment next week, following was so heavy. Friday (24) that ern tect a: Sage Ba a men ae 

eeae ‘ , , : : dea is -act b ntire 

Around New York vaude has finally } Amateur Burnup ber thg arog of ‘stage shows at ia. ne ee ¥ a!" a anes bl: on each program. rag 
bec ard to find. It’s ata new | a | Last Loew revue to play the pd «oon i dP aad scheme is due for a test week of 
— O is 1} king only! An indie booker and stager | house under ae circuit booking ta ‘ , | July 15. Prospect now is straight 

x G I w York | of amateur shows around New igreement effected four weeks REO | Most of the would-be revue | Alms. > 

P } York, whose ace in the hole closes Thursday night (30); for the participants were impossible, | Use of the Prospect for a break. 

and best client is a string of remainder of the summer, at least. | but a few that showed possi- in spot may alter the policy of the 
Tret ne Doser ot five theatres in Brooklyn, is Keith’s will follow the example of | bilities were picked the first RKO booking office which hitherto 

cha have also reduced to & mit wild. |the State and play straight talkers. | day. jhas relegated one new act to a 
im . eT Last week he caught some of | A summer picture policy at the | : | program when convenient on reg- 

’ two in Philadelphia £0 hin amateurs working for an- Loew show window is not without | [ular bills. 
ing sti ht pictures ne tae — other office. Once more and | precedent, but this is the first time FAY’S PROV CLOSED 
ie, pars ae _o mong began they'll be blacklisted, amateurs | Keith's has eliminated vaude. ; = ? Larry Grey’s Act 
three towns, Elizabeth, New London aaa aia i Seren Beginning Friday, Keith’s. will ; 
and Washington. Publix also will ot no smnatoura, De cae put still another new boxoffice scale MAY ATTEMPT STOCK Lawrence Grey is preparing a 
have only three eastern houses in into effect, paralleling Loew's. Sun- vaude act. ; : 
vaude, Scollay Square, Boston; |/ysing vaude only a day or two, days and holidays price will be 30 Pravidanca Jund 27 Grey, former picture juve, was in 
Stamford, and Freehold, N. J., latter others either a first or last half|cents until 3 pm., then 40 cents. waie danas abgames ac aiatek ag the legit ‘Laugh Parade recently 
only two days. only, are being presently booked | present top, 60 cents. sahthe ‘adooalt ’ sieeiahk wleturde Hal Roy is handling. 

Fanchon & Marco does better,/ py the indies. This leaves only one house, War- | cjosed for the summer, Edward 4 = 
buying talent for a total of 11 the- Approximately 50 indie houses/ners Strand, with a 55 cent top. | y “Way trent ohiiits thadbie op. The Leading and 
atres, but it only a gio! aan have closed vaude for the summer. /In other words, the Internal Rev- py ania he will attempt sum- corm acconbion 
a. half weeks, numerous one-day Majority are expected back in the/enue returns from Syracuse the- No pM ue on Wie auld aaa: tes ' ett the 
stands being included. _| fall. atres will be just 25% of the esti- iacadh put thirties he will reopen his Saves eye a7 dl the er hncaga 

Between 30 and 40 houses, many ts SaaS eer etic» aioe mated sum, due to the Rialto] pouse in Aurust with the old policy | eles “ate we nee 

changes recently. That 25 per cent oa ee ee iatssem : made by hand. 
State- Lake Off haat will be wiped out, it is said, when F ee eee ie prebay oe mar | 4 Guerrini & Co. 
May Start in Heat RKO closes the deal for the etrand, has the carlton, legit. Free Catalogues "a bale a 
y expected shortly. The Strand will Two months ago Fay spent close 

Chicago, June 27, go down to a quarter with a grind |t 9 $30,000 in remodelling Fay’s, the 

With everything set for the | Policy, it is understood. oldest vaudeville theatre in Rhode |{ GENTLEMAN WITH AMUS.- 

| State-Lake vaude policy to’ open Friday’s shift at Keith’s means | fsjand, ING NEW IDEAS OF MERIT 

Saturday (2), RKO did another |the dismissal of 22 musicians, five AND UNUSUAL THEMES 

a@d again postponed the | Stage hands and a few others. The AND THRILLS FOR THE 





FREDDY 


MACK 


Fox, B’klyn 


INDEFINITELY 











JIMMY MYRTLE 


CONLIN and GLASS 


Enroute RKO 


Direction, TOM. J. FITZPATRICK 


Palace Theatre Blidg., 
New York City 














dress Box 
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WANTED Female dancing partner, 
tango, waltz, very good 

appearance, professional only, for Continental 

Cancér, reputation; work immediately. Ad- 

27, Variety, New York. 
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| about face 
|matter to allow an indef run by 
‘Bring "Em Back Alive,’ which went 
in this week. 

This makes the third postpone- 
|ment in as many weeks. Original- 
| ly vaude was ft»). have started June 
| 18. Last minute switch in plans 
leame barely in time to hold off 
pending agreements with the labor 
| unions. 

Animal picture, figured for a 
three-week run, would bring the 
vaude opening in the dead heat of 
the summer, a situation not looked 
upon optimistically locally. Accord- 
ing to the RKO booking office in 
New York, they’re willing to take 
a chance on the weather and get 
the policy started. 

Local opinion is that a fall open- 
ing would give the State-Lake a 
better start. 





Joe Lewis Back 





Joe Lewis, back from the Coast 
after a ‘year’s absence; opens on 
the floor at La Casa, Valley Stream, 
L. L, this week. 

The place opened up with Texas 
Guinan, Harry Fox, who followed 
Tex, steps out for Lewis, 

















RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 83 
(Week July 2) Denver, Colo. 


| RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 88 





ROSETTE and LUTTMAN 


In “Dance Stories” 
With GRACE & BEATRICE WYLIE 
(Dir. of Max Tishman, Plunkett office) 


DE VITO 
and DENNY 


with 
DOT STEVENS 


in “Lady Harrower's Reception” 
(Direction of Chas, Wilshin) 


LITA GREY 
CHAPLIN 


“The Charming Chantress” 


Personal Mgt. Nicholas Gyory 
(Booked by Weber-Simon) 











| (Week July 2) Los Angeles, Calif. 


THE GENIAL ROTUND 


LARRY 
R I C H 


with 
CHERI 
“Miss Pert of Paris” 
TOMA GENARO 
South America’s Newest Dancer 
TOMMY LONG 
“The Elongated Express of Comedy” 
AL HODGES 


“Oklahoma's Ambassador” 
ENGLAND ONG 
The Chinese Helen Kane 

BELL 
“The Voice with a Heart” 
GILBERT LAWRENCE 
and His Snake Hips 
And the 


RICH RHYTHM BAND 


(Direction of Blondel) & Mack) 








RKO VAUDEVILLE. INTACT 
(Week June 25) Denver, Colo. 


GLORY E. LEE 
and HARRIS TWINS 


TWO JACKS AND A QUEEN OF PEP 
(Direction of Sam Shannon) 


VIC OLIVER 


Europe’s Gift to America 
with MARGOT CRANGLE 


(Direction of Phil Offin) 


CASS, MACK and OWEN 
“On the Up and Up” 


(Direction of Sam T'shman) 


NAN 
HALPERIN 


Tells You About Women Here, 
There and Everywhere 




















RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 86 
(Week July 9) Denver, Colo. 


The Dark Cloud of Joy 


BILL 
ROBINSON 


“HOT FROM HARLEM” 
WITH 
JOHN MASON 
PUTNEY DANDRIDGE 
MYRA JOHNSON 
NAOMI PRICE 
FERDIE LEWIS 
JELI SMITH 
JACKIE YOUNG 


and 


“THE BROWN BUDDIES” 


Chorus of Eightees 




















(Direction of Jack Weiner) 


total musicians represent two house 
bands, which have been playing al- 
ternate weeks — Keith’s own pit 
combination headed by Ken Spar- 


non and Loew’s Syndopators, di- 
rected by Bruce Brummit. 
‘Bring 'Em_ Back Alive,’ orig- 


inally scheduled at Keith’s for this 
week, was set back one week to 
start the all-film policy with a 
bang. 


Bryant 9-4300 No More 


Bryant 9-4300, the much used 
phone number for ticket reserva- 
tions at the Palace, New York, has | 
passed out along with the theatre’s | 
private switchboard. 

Under the grind policy the only 
way to make a reservation at the 
Palace is to throw your hat and 
coat into an empty seat. 








Colored Filmers 


(Continued from page 1) 


tra shekels and it’s a _ problem. 
Those that have balconies are dust- 
ing ’em off and them that hasn't 
are turning to midnight mats, giv- 
ing the cottongrabbers the whole 
house. And looks mighty lak’ a 
pickup in the balcony building biz. 
Recent import of all-negro pics 
is favored as the necessary magnet 
to bring ’em back. More than 25 
houses are already listed on an in- 
die distrib’s booking sheet for this 
product, among them Robb & Row- 
ley, Publix and Griffith, the ranking 
chain operators in southwest. To 
add punch, the distrib sending along 
Clarence Brooks and Thurston 
Briggs, dark film lights, for the 
personals with some of the films. 


Palace Vaudfilms 


(Continued from page 1) 





pills. Last week’s loss was near 

2,500 on a gross of approximately 
$15,000. 

Currently the Palace is playing 
the cheapest vaudeville show in its 
19 years of existence, the total 
salary list for nine acts amounting 
to only $5,200. Opening picture at 
the Palace will be ‘Bring ’Em Back 
Alive’ (Radio), day and date with 
the other New York houses, and the 
second film is to be ‘What Price 
Hollywood,’ also day and date in 
Manhattan for RKO after it has 
played the Mayfair. 





Troy, Schenectady Suspend 
RKO will drop vaudeville in Troy 
and Schenectady July 9 for the 
summer, 
Both were former’ seven-day 
stands, but recently reduced to last 
|halves only. 





De Leath’s Loew Dates 

















(Direction of Marty Forkins) 





1 iis odd. ke 


Vaughn De Leath, at the Capitol, 
New York, this week, goes into the 
Fox, Washington, for Loew Friday 
CEP 
| Likely that other Loew dates will 

follow the Washington booking. 
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BUILDING OVERTURES 
San Francisco, June 27. 
Fox will build up its overtures to 





previous production standards by 
returning a vocal chorus of 20 to} 


the house after more than a year’s 
absence, 

Overtures, conducted 
Roesner, have been an outstanding 
feature of this big deluxer, -with 
special scenery, featured singers | 
and the chorus making them the} 
only offering of the kind on the} 
Coast. 


| 
by Walt | 
| 
| 





















SCREEN AND STAGE DE- 
SIRES POSITION. 


Address Box 
Variety, New 


J.C, 
York 





| {7 ) 
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EDGAR BERGEN 


“THE OPERATION” 


EN TOUR RKO CIRCUIT 
Dir.: WEBER-SIMON AGENCY } 
— 























and His 


ii 


1564 Broadway 
NEW YORK CITY 


NIL UONNRD 





"BOOKED SOLID R-K-O 
radia nee’ gaa 


EUROPEAN 


JACK “CURTIS LARTIGUE & FISCHER ae GROSSMAN 


39 Avenue des Champs Elysees 
PARIS 


OEW-INDEPENDENT 


160 West 46th St, 
NEW YORK CITY 































BRyant 9-7800 





MARVIN H. 


Marcus Loew 
BOOKINGAGENCY 


General Executive Offices 


LOEW BUILDING | 
ANNE X 


iGO WEST 46"ST- 
NEW YORK CITY 





J. H. LUBIN 


GENERAL MANAGER 
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ROGERS PROTESTS ASS’N 
~ VERDICT ON RERNIVICL 


Harry Rogers, RKO franchised 
agent, but a non-member of the 
agents’ association, is protesting the 


latter’s decision in the request by 
Count Bernivici for a_ release. 
Rogers objects to the association 
deciding on a purely personal and 
business matter between an agent 
and act and charges the arbitration 
poard with failure to obtain facts. 

The principal reason why Berni- 
vici is not entitled to an outright 
release from the Rogers office, the 
agent declares, is that the Rogers 
office owns as much of the act as 
Bernivici does, with the act an ih- 
vestment for both sides. 

In granting Bernivici a 
Rogers avers, the association re- 
lieves Bernivici of an obligation 
that would ordinarily have to be 
bought for cash. The ass’n, states 
Rogers, simply gave Bernivici his 
release without bothering to learn 
the nature of the case. 

Rogers’ protest has been filed as 
an answer with the ass’n. If not 
satisfied he will appeal to RKO dli- 
rect. 


release, 


4 Other Cases 


The agents’ board disposed of 
four cases, all involving represen- 
tation of acts, at last week’s session. 
Harold Stern’s orchestra, claimed 
by Harry Romm, was awarded to 
Henry Bellit. Blondell & Mack lost 
the act of Al Tucker to Bernard 
Burke of the Curtis & Allen office. 

Chevalier Bros. were granted 4 
release from Weber-Simon. Same 
agency’s complaint regarding 
Charles Irwin was conditionally 
settled. If Irwin is a part of the 
Monte Blue act, Leo Fitzgerald be- 
comes his agent. Weber-Simon re- 
tains Irwin if he does a single. 


1932 ACHING HEART 
CIRCUIT FOLDS UP 


RKO’s three and a half week 
presentation ‘route’ on the Coast, 
for which acts have been jumping 


2,000 and 3,000 miles at depresh 
salaries, joins the other noble ex- 
periments in the discard July 8 
when the theatres return to either 
straight pictures or regular vaude- 
ville. 

Time comprises a half week each 
fin Seattle, Tacoma and Portland, 
Ore., and full weeks in San Fran- 
cisco (Golden Gate) and Los An- 
geles (Hill St.). In Seattle, Taconia | 
and Portland the band shows alter- 
nate with the regular Orpheum 
road shows, each playing a haif 
week. The three towns again be- 
come full weeks for the road shows. 

Bern Bernard has been booking 
the band shows from Chicago. Acts 
were jumped from there and New 
York for the three and a half weeks 
only. That the acts had to pay 
their own fares on the long ride 
and short\ work deal made the ma- 
terial buying quite difficult. 








F&M Plan Contest of 


Femme Torch Warblers 


Hollywood, June 27. 


Fanchon & Marco are planning an 
Olympic singing contest here for 
femme torch warblers. Prize is a 
two months’ coaching period under 
Al Siegal, with a one year F. & M. 
contract to follow. 

Contest, open to amateurs and 
professionals, will be held at Loew’s 
State with date tentatively set for 
week of July 1. 





Minstrel’s Vaude Dates 


Chicago, June 27. 

WGN Minstrels steps out this 
week for personal appearances. 
First date is the Garden, Milwau- 
kee, Friday 1) limited to one 
night. Trgupe returns here the 
next day for the weekly broadcast 
and then into the Paramount, Au- 
Tora, Ill., for two days. 

Minstrels bunch includes Tom, 
Dick and Harry, Carl Hoefle, Hank 
Miller, Hal Gillis and Jack Spencer. 
Tour is being booked by the Wil- 
liam Morris office. | 





| 
} 
} 





THURSTON’S REPEAT 
Chicago, June 27. 


Oriental goes magic next week 


office of 





Bottom 


Los Angeles, June 27. 

Recent $500 a week theatre 
man, with 25 years of success- 
ful showmanship back of him, 
while walking dejectedly down 
Hollywood boulevard met an 
old acquaintance. 

‘What are you doing” asked 
the friend. 

‘I'm working,’ 
man sighed, 





the ex-theatre 
‘for my stooge.’ 











$18,000 SHOW AT ROXY, 


$6,000 FOR PRODUCTION 


Talent and production costs cur- 
rently at the Roxy, New York, 
reached $18,000 for the week, out- 
side of the pit band. 

The house is playing Ted Healy, 
Ann Pennington, Keller Sisters and 
Lynch, Irene Ricardo, Roy Smeck, 
and Bert Faye on the stage. Some 
70 extras are used in the produc- 
tion, which with scenes and light- 
ing runs to around $6,000. 3esides 
which there are 48 dancing girls, 
a chorus of 50 voices and Charlotte 
Murrie, singer. 

Healy’s salary for the week is 
around $4,500 as the headliner. Acts 
were all booked direct, as Fanchon 
& Marco has long since severed of- 
ficial booking connections with the 
house. 


MIDGET-WIFE RECONCILED 


Court Denies Knowles Divorce— 
Stage Midget and Wife Make Up 
Provincetown, Mass., June 27. 
Howard A. Knowles, vaude and 
legit midget, has been denied a di- 
vorce from his 158-pound wife, 
Ruth Hoyt Knowles, former vaude 
singer and dancer. Knowles charged 
his normal sized wife with cruelty 
and testified that she hurled him 
across a room into a chair and 
called him a shrimp and a runt. 
The court denied the divorce on the 
grounds of insufficient evidence. 
Mrs. Knowles accused her hus- 
band of refusing to give her a 
penny and said she had to borrow 
to pay her bills. She declared most 
of their arguments were over 
money. 
After the court had given its de- 
cision, Knowles and his wife be- 
came reconciled. 





Cantor’s Managers Lose 


20-Year Injunction Suit 


Suit brought by Renowned Art- 
ists, Inc., in whichit sought to ob- 
tained a 20-year injunction prevent- 
ing Cantor Josef Rosenblatt from 
working for anybody else has re- 
sulted in a victory for the singer. 
Renowned Artists was formed to 
manage the cantor and includes as 
firm members Jay Gorney, Lewis 
Freeman, Isidore Mates and Wm. 
Fiebling. 

Action developed after Rosen- 
blatt refused to perform for Re- 
nowned on the claim it failed to pay 
him as provided by contract. Ros- 
enblatt was represented by Milton 
Wexler and A. J. Whynman. 


Bailey’s RKO Post 


Chicago, June 27. 

Harry Bailey goes with RKO as 
manager of the Milwaukee River- 
side starting this week. He re- 
places R. W. Thayer, with the com- 
pany three years and now awaiting 
assignment. 

Bailey has been on the coast with 
Fox for several years and before 
that was with old Keith circuit in 
New York. 





HEALY-LAMORE LEGAL TIE 


Ted Healy and Harry Lamore 
fought a legal draw last week ina 
suit started by Lamore for $450 he 
claimed due him for props he sold 
Healy and used in ‘The Gang’s All 
Here.’ 

Lamore claimed the props were 
first used in vaude and then in the 
legit bust. Healy claimed payments 
made by Jack Dempsey, his agent, 
to Lamore, were loans and answered 
Lamore’s suit with a counter claim 
for about the same amount. 

So the jury disallowed claims. 


Bailey Stays With L. L. 
Hollywood, June 27. 

with the local 

Lyons 


Rex Bailey stays 
Lyons & 


the | not leaving the agency as had been 


With Howard Thurston on 
: ee pe 
stage. B&K is putting on a special | stated. 


€xploitation campaign. 
Sarly repeat 
Played here less than a year ago. 


for Thurston, who end, 
j addition to the etaffi 


lov. of the New York 


Harold 


and is} 
|! could take a week off at half pay or 
' } 


Saranac .. 


By Happy Benway 


Saranac Lake, June 27, 
Harry Namba is holding his ewn. 
Ford Raymond’s X-ray report 
| Showed improvement. Taking added 
| exercise. 
| George Harmon showing 
| general improvement, and 
| short walks, 
Danny Murphy 





100% 
up for 


about 


lleave bed, X-ray and test being 
oke. 
William Canton = strictly abed, 


slight improvement. 

Chris Hagedorn’s X-ray reported 
definite improvement, and he’s up 
at times. 

Fred Bachman had okay report, 
noting all around improvement and 
allowing slight added exercise and 
liberties. 

Dick Moore abed, slight improve- 
ment. 

Joseph Parker showing up great 
as a bed patient. 


and taking short walks. 


from strictly a bed man to the up 
thing. 

Tommy Vicks taking limited exer- 
cise. 

Ben Schaffer is abed, 

Toni Temple had a 
around good report. 

Frisco DeVere is up after opera- 
tion, staging great comeback. 

Gladys Palmer okay and up at 
times. 

Angela Papulis abed and showing 
|up nicely. 

Lilly Leonora licked a serious set- 
back and is back to her smiling 
self. 

Annemae Powers up at times, do- 
ing well. 

Edith Cohen had a normal report, 
and doing great. 


not so well. 
general all 


ment, but still in bed. 
Dorothy Harvard now up 


with a so-so report. 


exercise. 

Dorothy Wilson holding up oke, 
showing improvement. 

Mae Delany had fair report and 
short get up. 

Ida Howard not so well. 

Catherine Vogelle, general 
provement. 

Jeanene La Faun back to bed. 

Stella Barrett, newcomer, incip- 
ient, taking cure oke. 

Elsie Johnson under observation, 
and holding her own. 

Charles Bloomfield is 100% okay, 
getting unlimited exercise and put- 
ting up great comeback. 

Loran Newell, another newcomer, 
took pneumo-thorax okay, with 
comeback assured. 


N. V. A. Sanatorium 


Thomas Abbott 
Dan Astella 
Fred Bachman 
Stella Barrett 
Happy Benway 
Charles Bloomfield 
Fred Buck 
William Canton 
Alice Carman 
Fifi Climas 
Ethel Clouds 
Edith Cohen 
Mae Delany 
John Dempsey 
Frisco DeVere 
Harry English 
Jack Flaum 
Bert Ford 
Martha Growald 
Chris Hagedorn 
Dorothy Harvard 
George Harmoa 
Ida Howard 
Millie Jasper 
Elsie Johnson 
Jeanene LaFaun 
Vernon Lawrence 
Lilly Leonora Derothy Wilson 
Charles Libecap Lillian Zeigler 
Harry Barrett, 302 Broadway. 
Charley Barrett, 302 Broadway. 
Charley Bordley, Riverside Hotel. 


James Chambers, Raybrook, N. Y. 


im- 


John Louden 
Mike McMamee 
Lawrence McCarthy 
Thelma Meeker 
Phyliss Milford 
Alma Montague 
Richard Moore 
Danny Murphy 
Harry Namba 
George Neville 
Loran Newell 
Helen O’ Reilly 
Gladys Palmer 
Angela Papulis 
Joseph Parker 
Betty Sisto 
Annemae Powers 
Nellie Quealy 
Ford Raymond 
Fred Rith 

Ben Shaffer 

Toni Temple 
Tommy Vicks 
Cetherine Vogelle 
Eddie Voss 
James Williams 
Nela Edwards 


Marion Greene, 58 # £=Riverside 
Drive. 
Margaret Groves, 16 Marshal! 
street. 


Dave (DDH) Hall, 76% Blooming- 
dale avenue. 
Russ Kelly, 19 Broadway. 
Joe Lang, Trudeau, N. Y. 
Marilyn Moran, Raybrook, N. Y. 
Andrew Molony, 89 Broadway. 
Rita Nolan, Raybrook, N. Y. 
Joe Reilly, 45 Franklin, street, 
Louie Rheingold, Trudeau, N. Y. 
Dolph Singer, Trudeau, N. Y. 
Freddy Stockman, Raybrook, N. Y. 
Left During May and June 
Frank Garfield Thelma se c)-er 
Valentine Kincaid Patsy Stover 
Kitty Banks 
| Newecmers During May and June 
Elsie Johnson Loran Newell 
Retty Sisto Fifi Climas 
Stella Barrett 





F&M Half-Pay Vacations 


Hollywood, June 27 





! 
| Fanchon & Marco announced that | 


employees who wanted vacations 


stay on without any deductions. 


Max Shane, press agent, declared 
! 


will come here shortly as an jhe was willing to take a half week 
joff at full pay. 


ready to' 


Mike McMamee is about the same 


Fred Rith had 100% oke report, | 


with 
okay report after general comeback. ' ing 
Nellie Quealy holding down bed 





——— 


Ne Future for Variety Stage Tabs, 
In Opinion of Cham Operators, 
Unless Operettas Reopen Field 








: Confidence 


Emo Orowitz is the new 
champ depresh optimist. With 
an office but no job he (1) 
bought a house (2) bought an 
automobile (3) got married. 

All within three weeks. 


FOUR MORE LINERS WITH 


15-30 PEOPLE IN SHOWS 











| 
} 
| Four liners leave New York on 
vacation cruises Friday (1), 
|carrying shows ranging from 15 to 


all 





30 persons. 


| Booked for the ‘Belgenland’: Pat 
Lane, m. ec. Goridnisky Gypsies, 
‘White Way Revelers,’ Colletta 
/Ryan, Serge Abagoff, Lita Lope, 


|Rena and Lora, Woods Miller, Seete 


|Sisters, Lubia Nelson, Cooper and 
Clifton, Waneza, Madeline Killeen 
and Murray and Allen. It is the 


of 10 short cruises for this 


first 
| boat. 
| On the ‘Berengaria’: Harry Hersh- 
\feld, m. ¢., 
|Eriec Titus, Zanow and Kaz, Mischa 
|Markoff, Levan and Watson, Theo- 


Millie Jasper showed big improve- , kin. 


|dore, Enrico and Novello, Alfred 
|Chigi, Edith Rogers, Beatrice Bel- 
Show not complete for. the 


‘France,’ those listed so far includ- 
Milton Berle, Sasha Leonoff, 
Grace Hayes, Eddie Dowling and a 
|revue. Same applies to the “Tus- 


Xela Edwards now up with mild cania,’ leaving for a 12-day cruise. 


About 15 professionals are regularly 
retained with others added the day 
| before sailing, number of p!ayers be- 
ing guaged according to the pas- 
senger list. Those named for this 
trip are Loomis Twins, Gladys 
| Kelly, Elaine Crandon, Ethel Nor- 
ris, Shirley and Bobby Gillette. 


_— 


Sacramento, Portland 
Back on F&M Route 


Los Angeles, June 27. 

Fanchon & Marco units return to 
the F-WC Senator in Sacramento 
July 9 for three-day stand, and into 
the Fox, Spokane, July 30, also half- 
week date. 

New spots are to break unit 
jumps between Denver and Van- 
couver and between Portland and 
Oakland. F&M shows have been out 
of Sacramento nearly two years 
and out of Spokane for more than a 
year. 


— 


First Upstate 1-Niter 


Saranac Lake, N. Y., June 27. 
John R. Van Arnam’s vaudeville 
road show opened to $1,300 at 50c 
top on a one-nighter here. Five acts, 
booked 








pan and and Earl], Jack 
and Betty. 

Line up of one nighters are, Sar- 
anac Lake, Malone, Massena, Platts- 
burg, Pottsdam, Lake Placid and 


Ogdensburg, all in New York state. 


Bastedo, 





Earle Stays Open 


Warners has changed its plans 
for the Earle, Philadelphia, decid- 
ing to keep it open with -vaudeville 
on a week to week basis. House 
was to have gone straight pictures 
July 1. 


The other Warner Philly stage 
show spot, Mastbaum, goes dark 
the end of the current week as 


scheduled 
KLEIN WITH L. & L. 
Arthur Lyons went to the Coast 
for two weeks and has been there 


three months. He plans remaining 
until Sept 





the L. & L. Coast branch. 


FILM NAME UNITS 


Hollywood, June 27. 
Weber-Simon office is organizing 
a produciion department to produce 
flash acts built around picture 
names Lesser picture talent will 
Iso be used 
Intention is to produce the acts 


i a@ fad) units. 


| 


j 
| 
| 
| 
j 


. 
Frank Small’s revue, Columbus, 


Song’, tab- 
Marco unit, 
operettas, or 


the ‘Desert 
Fanchon & 
opens up the field of 
‘Rio Rita’ hits strong, the major 
chains, according to operating 
spokesmen, see the end of musicals 
in any form for picture house or 
vaudeville purposes. 


Unless 
loidized 


‘Rio’ opened recently at the 
Capitol, New York, Loew play- 
ing it at Paradise (Bronx), Ja- 
maica, Jersey City, Baltimore, 
Washington and Cleveland. Publix 
takes it for four weeks, Detroit, 


Buffalo, Toronto and Los Angeles, 
while Warners has laid out Atlan- 
tic City and Mastbaum, Philadel- 
phia. 

For 14 weeks, RKO will play the 
‘Rio’ tab across the country in 
major keys. 

$5,890 Weekly 

Show is booked to the theatres at 
a $5,800 weel 

So far as L 


ost. 

‘s is concerned, the 
jury is still ou. «nr the question of 
any musical tabe after this one. 
Loew got its fill with ‘Girl Crazy,’ 
from inside, with dissension be- 
tween the producer, Gregory Ratoff, 
and the cast. On opening day in 
the chorus boys struck 
over a matter of $12 for Pullmans, 


| missing first show. At Loew’s State, 


by Van Arnam Exchange, | 


Syracuse, formed the first show. | 
Consisted of Carl Armstrong and 
Co., Fayette, Murry and Jean, Le- 


| 


New York, again trouble arose over 
an attachment against the act. 

That the chains should control 
musicals themselves, if played, is 
one point on which all seem agreed, 
regardless of whether b. o. results 
shown so far justify any more or 
not. 

Publix, tried a colored tab, ‘Rhap- 
sody in Black,’ with four weeks 
provided, largely doing it because 
it was first all-colored condensation 
to come along. Generally, Publix 
is afraid of musical tabs, chain’s 
opinion now being that the ‘Desert 
Song’ thing is all that shapes up as 
of future possibility. 

Virtually every musical produced 
in New York during the past 10 
years has been offered to the chains 
since John Balaban first booked 
‘Girl Crazy’ in Chicago right on top 
of its local $3 run. It was a case of 
taking advantage of a quick b.o. 
situation with Balaban, not think- 
ing he was starting something that 
might become or try to become 
general. °¢ 

Publix still holds that there 
must be some very definite b.o. pur- 
pose behind booking musicals. 


FRIARS DELAYED SPLIT 
ON ROXY 2D WEEK 


Matters within the Friars are 
more peaceful following marked dif- 
ferences of opinion over the club’s 
share in the Frolic showing at the 
Roxy. Players in the Frolic agreed 
to play Asbury Park and Atlantic 
City, total net proceeds to go to 
ithe elub. 

But an officer of the club 
the players when demanding 
theatre settle with a club repre- 
sentative. That started something 
until it was explained it was mere- 
ly a bookkeeping matter, same split 
going as for the first week. How- 
ever, the pay-off was not made 
until Monday. 

Second week at the Roxy grossed 
$45,800 as against $56,000 the first 
week. Frolic’s share was about 
$11,440 with the club getting $1,144. 
Dates out of town simiiar to that 
at the Roxy are being lined up. Ere 
langers has offered to book the show 
for six to eight weeks. 








riled 
the 





Frank Buck’s Personals 





| 
| 
} 


' 


and all transportation expenses for 
personal appearances in RK@ thea- 
res with his animal picture, ‘Pring 
‘Em Back Alive’ (Radio). Booking 


Arthur Klein has connected with | W@S direct and arranged through the 


picture company. 
Buck oj 
urday (25 


Minneapolis 
and will play five or: 
the pi 


ne-niterse to spilt 


Sate 
s$1x 
range 
weeka, 
RKO 
wn the stcge bills play- 


vened in 
) 
weeks with ture, daies 
ing from. o 
In several vaudeville sy 
utting d¢ 


ing ‘Alive, 


is ¢ 
turnover 
reson given. 

Buck j former husband of 
Chicage 


Amy 
dramatie 


iiair 


Frank Buck is getting $750 a week” 
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FILM HOUSE REVIEWS 











Roxy Sounds Drums, Fills Fifes, 
Unfurls Flags in Its Valedictory 


New York, June 24. PARAMOUNT, B’KLYN 


The spectre of glory that used to 
be pervades the Roxy. Somehow, 
at least for the showman, that aura 


can’t be shaken off, especially with 
this, the valedictory show, as the 
house is slated ror the mothballs} 


at the end of this week. 





Brooklyn, June 25. 


Sophie Tucker, Ed Lowry, Chilton 
anti Thomas, and Carr Brothers and 


| Betty size aggregately strong to fill 
'any program anywhere. 


Currently 
they get lost in a maze called a unit. 


Then, too, one may perhaps read | fault, but the staging. 


meanings into actions but none can 
expect the ushers to entirely mask 
their personal knowledge of a/| 
week-to-week ‘notice,’ or their gen- 
eral cognizance that the house is 
@n the verge of financial bank- 
ruptcy. That may explain that feel- 
ing of the lack of alertness and qui 
vive which, in the past, was the 
keynote of the militaristic Roxy 
corps of house attaches. 

But with it all, Herbert Lubin, 
whose name is so generously dis- 
played in connection with the house 
and its stage show these recent 
weeks, seems to have set out to 
establish the idea that the house 
will sink in its legal entanglements 
with its gayest colors flying. Hence, 
for this, its finale week before tak- 
ing the camphor for the first time 
since it opened six years ago, the 
Roxy went beserk on everything 
from ballyhoo to show. 


And all to little effect. 


The bally concerned itself princi- 
pally with unusually generous paid 
display space in the dailies with 
one of those ‘personal’ guarantees 
by Lubin concerning this, the third 
of a so-called series of ‘$1,000,000 
shows.’ (The first two presumably 
were the initial editions of the 
Friars Frolics.) 

The show, for all its pretense to 
lavishness, is a dud. It’s neither here 
nor there, although mostly there. 

Ted Healy brings into the cathe- 
ql a rowdy style of stoogery 
which is not only out of place, but 
with that wop ‘hand salute’ busi- 
ness, and iyrics abuul ‘she wiakes 
jove for a living,’ is rather offen- 
sive for the de luxe family trade. 


Lubin went nerts on the show 
budget, with Healy reported tick- 
eted for $4,000. Ann Pennington and 
Irene Ricardo sub-billed. 


The recently appointed (without 
salary) managing director of the 
Roxy also didn’t do right by the 
customers in giving ‘Bachelor’s Af- 
fairs’ that sort of a send-off. It’s 
neither as funny nor as hot weath- 
ery as the invitation sets forth. 

A genuine highlight was the ‘Vic- 
tory’ presentation under Dr. Hugo 
Riesenfeld’s baton, staged by Clark 
Robinson. It’s a picturization of 
Tchaikowsky’s ‘1812 Overture,’ with 
the 82 Roxyettes and and the ballet 
corps of 16, plus the large chorus, 
combining into a stage flash which, 
on numbers alone, was undeniably 
impressive. It's an established 
Riesenfeld production overture, very 
handsomely revived. 


The show itself, after the Fox 
Movietone newsreel, was rounded 
out by two shorts, a John P. Med- 
bury-Walter Fulter Travelaugh, 
‘Mandalay,’ recently seen at the 
Mayfair, and a Capitol Films- 
Amelia Earhart subject, ‘Riding the 
Skies,’ also of a travelog nature, al- 
though more legit. 


The presentation was led off by 
Charlotte Murrie, who is_ pro- 
grammed as the ‘find’ of the year, 
a rather xinbitious billing. Miss 
Murrie is a blues songstress who 
has been around the Coast picture 
houses, notably for the Warners in 
L. A., of recent months. She evi- 
dences nice possibilities and under 
normal show business conditions 
she’d get a break in short order. 


Ann Pennington’'s first hot dance 
had a torrid trumpeteer taking the 
hot breaks to accentuate the gyra- 
tions. Then Healy with his ‘rack- 
eteers,, as the stooges are billed, 
followed by Bert Faye’s specialty 
on elongated slats for his eccentric 
dance novelty. 

Irene Ricardo, long a vaudeville 
standard, seems to have been hiding 
out for several seasons. Many loge 
customers audibly observed that 
they ‘remembered her years ago,’ 
etc. She’s still as effective with her 
‘Whoa, Pagliacci’ and hokum oper- 
atic nonsense. 


One of the real clicks of the bill 
was the midsection ‘waltz’ of the 
fans’ by the combined Roxyettes 
and ballet. The 48 girls in line 
and in group formations made an 
applause-compelling flash. 

Healy 
with a prop accordion, remarking 
that he, Laker and Fannie Brice had 


again did a Phil Baker | 


And—when La Tucker gets lost, 
ithat’s something. Not Tucker's 
Upshot therefore is that biz 


doesn’t look too healthy despite the 
stage end. Weak backing on the 
screen with ‘Man from Yesterday’ 
(Par). 

Ed Lowvy doesn’t get lost because 
he’s jumping in and out of turns be- 
tween acts. But there are certain 
shadows even around his m.c’ing. 

Kill your stage and you wipe out 
attendance. 


Crimson columns and a green 
background staircase are used for 
some so-called Fashion Show num- 
bers, but it means little or nothing 
here against the actual act talent. 
Costumes are mostly awful. 


Grecian black-and-white ballet 
outfits worn by the girls are in- 
tended to show their limbs. They 
do. Girls look crooked in this num- 
ber, and bowlegged, with huge round 
hips. 

There's another where the girls 
wear hussar uniforms or something 
for a military routine. Here the 
lighting kills any possible satisfac- 
tory reaction, from a professional 
point. 

Tucker sings three numbers, pulls 
a couple of skits in her sophisti- 
cated manner without offense, with 
the assistance of Lowry. Latter 
opens with a beer parade from the 
rear of the orchestra, utilizing some 
10 stooges besides the pit band for 
the number. On hitting the stage, 
Lowry goes into a takeoff of Sen. 
Murphy’s act. Line girls make up 
the crowd. 

Later Lowry does a song nip or 
two down front after pulling a mu- 
tual admiration spree from Tucker. 
Carr Brothers and Betty, and Chil- 
ton and Thomas don’t have to do 
more than just their usual turns, 
and they go over. 

Merle Clark and Elsie Thompson 
do the organlog, mostly a trailer for 
Rudy Vallee’s return to the house 
the coming week. Shan, 


WARFIELD, FRISCO 


San Francisco, June 23. 

Firing another gun in the vigorous 
war against decreased business and 
increased taxes, F-WC has hired a 
producer for its Warfield stage 
shows and put in a line of girls, and 
ail to good effect. 

Peggy O'Neill now doubles from 
Fox’s naborhood El Capitan, where 
she has put on the revues for some 
30 months, to this dowtown house, 
where a continuation of the El Cap 
policy is in progress. She brought 
with her 16 of the chorines, and, in 
well-done routines, they not only 
added a sock to the 45-minute show, 
but dressed it up exceptionally well. 
Downstairs was virtual capacity at 
this initial matinee, despite one of 
the sweetest days of outdoor 
weather yet on the summer calen- 
dar. 

Producer staged this frolic in zip- 
bang fashion with plenty of speed 
and action. Girls, all lookers, did 
three routines—an opener, a tap to 
‘Poet and Peasant,’ and a waltz 
closer—and gave the Warfieldites 
their first taste of a girl show since 
F&M ‘Ideas’ were moved from War- 
field to the Fox. 

At the helm was Rube Wolf, who 
did his usual clowning, a triple- 
tongue trumpet solo, and directed 
the band in a hot number with 
Harold, Art and Bud chanting and 
clarineting. The versatile Wolf is 
plenty popular here. 

Ben Blue had headline honors, 
working with a gal and two stooges 
in his w. k. comedy stuff, all to good 
results. 

Don Smith and Armanda Chirot 
split the vocal laurels, Smith, a 
Frisco fav, tenoring ‘Waiting for the 
Ships,’ and Miss Chirot doing ‘Bells’ 
in a clear, high soprano. Both were 
excellent. 

Webster and Marino added much 
punch with their burlesque adagio. 
Marte Le Flohic acrobaticed vigor- 
ously in the finale. 

Feature was ‘Thunder Below’ 
(Par) with Metrotone news, a Betty 

300p cartoon completing the line- 
up. Bock. 





as it does. It perhaps tells the 
| story best as to why, six years ago, 
that first year of the Roxy's opera- 
tion showed an average gross of 





been together on tour (‘Crazy 
Quilt’) and that he had traded his 
wife for Baker’s accordion. Healy 
has an audience interrupter a la 
Baker. 

_ It might perhaps have been more 
fitting if the Roxy had written its 


presentation cpitaph a bit more in- | 
spiring than what is on the tap this 
week. But it is perhaps just as 


fitting that what transpires happens 


Ve 





$105,000; why the second year the 
|} average was at $100,000; and why 
jless than six years from scratch 
the average 


| LOEW’S STATE, L. A. 


Los Angeles, June 24. 


It took ‘Red Headed Woman’ 
(Metro), Jean Harlow in person and 
Gilda Gray on the stage to put a 
block-long line in front of Loew’s 
State for the second show [Iriday. 
But no matter what it took, such 
a spectacle in this era carries all 
the miraculous qualities of a man 
cutting dollar bills out of old news- 
papers. 

Further, LeRoy Prinz’ staging of 
the Fanchon & Marco ‘Ubangi’ unit 
had just the right amount of ginger 
to prepare the picture house cus- 
tomers for Gilda Gray’s frank man- 
ipulation of feminine properties. 
Without the metropolitan buildup 
the Gray antics would have looked 
pretty ultra and many femme 
tongues would have chorused dis- 
proving tsk, tsks. 


Prinz brings his 12-girl chorus on 
first in extremely short skirts re- 
vealing much uncovered lady be- 
tween the skirt and the hose. For 
the sake of verve the garters are 
also in evidence. With that little 
reliable start, the next appearance 
of the girls in scanty tights and 
brassieres melts the ice that has al- 
ready been cracked and Miss Gray 
is at liberty to do as she will. 


Appearing in a couple of crossfire 
sessions besides her quiver high- 
light, the St. Vitus queen carries 
herself well. It is only in a vocal 
solo, ‘This Is My Torch Song,’ that 
she shows weakness; and that be- 
cause her diction was slurred and 
her voice doesn’t carry. 

Roy Cummings is in for comedy, 
and in often. He appears first as 
a picture director frantically re- 
hearsing the cast in a Gilda Gray 
feature and grows screwier as the 
unit progresses. His final pickup 
of his own act, including his climbs 
over the backdrop and partial re- 
moval of his clothes in sheer ec- 
stacy over sight of a good-looking 
girl, fits in logically with what has 
passed. Miss Gray’s main dialog 
bit is with a reporter who inter- 
views her in her,dressing room, 
with snorting interruptions from a 
janitor who admits he has had an 
affair with the lady. 

‘Ubangi’ session of the unit uses 
the 24 girls in black tights with 
flapping saucer lips attached to 
their mouths, Strictly for gro- 
tesquery and achieves its point. 
Fields and Bell, comic acrobats, are 
on immediately after with similar 
sets of saucer lips which become 
lost in the shuffle. They’re topping 
their own good act with Henry Mul- 
lins, a giant youth, who is used for 
byplay at the finish and brings a 
gasp on sight. 

Remaining inserted act is Crosby 
Brothers, three boys tapping out 
‘William Tell Overture’ as pleasant 
novelty. 

Jean Harlow’s personal appear- 
ance was one of those things people 
say can’t be done any more—mean- 
ing a lady comes out and says she 
loves her public and then walks off. 
To show she has at least one idea, 
Miss Harlow, looking like a taxi 
driver's smashup alibi in a snug 
silver gown, dragged out Anita 
Loos, who adapted ‘Red Headed,’ for 
bows. 

Jan Rubini in the pit followed his 
overture with a violin solo of ‘Oh 
Promise Me’ on the stage and got 
by with it handily. 

At least one boxoffice in the coun- 
try is ringing. Bang. 


FOX, BROOKLYN 


Brooklyn, June 25. 
Good scenic effects and a chorus 
of pulchritudinous lasses help lend 
lustre and set a faster pace to what 
would ordinarily be a slow moving 
idea, 
Featured in the F. & M. 
and Country’ Idea are the Three 
Brox Sisters. Girls have been away 
from the limelight around this ter- 
ritory for quite some time, and 
hence received but a mild reception 
when they stepped on. 
Twelve line girls open the idea 
with dance routines woven around 
the bouncing and juggling of large 
rubber balls. The girls in this 
chorus possess unusual good looks 
and make their charm manifest. 

A rope skipping number by the 
girls followed and gave way before 
the turn of Bob, Bob and Bobbie, 
two jugglers and a dog. Men handle 
Indian clubs in expert style and 
feature a variety of trick acrobatic 
club juggling. Included is a cotton 
ball throwing bit, members of the 
audience doing the tossing. Act runs 
a bit too long, but otherwise is 
solid. 

Niles, femme impersonator, who 
works along comedy lines, but at 
times delivers the femme imperse 
straight, followed and was liked. 
Boy wears a stunning gown at the 
opening and changes into an ex- 
aggerated low cut evening gown for 
a comedy Galli-Curci impersona- 
tion. Latter gown is cut extremely 


‘Town 








low in the back. Sings falsetto 

but once in a while addresses 

the audience in a male voice 
After a scene change which again 


gross for the Roxy| made use of the line-girls for a 
| dwindled down to just over the $30,- | jockey number, 





the Prox Sisters 
1000 mark. |were On. Three girls started off 
That’s writing the Roxy’s story! with a fast number a vent into 
in the sands of show business in|a ballad. During the l«tier num- 


an emblazoned manner—tinged to- 
|W the end with plenty 


| erimson. Abel. 


' 
ras 


ber the girls included a bit show- 


“i how Marlene Dietrich would 
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EMBASSY 


Regardless of news value, the 
Embassy puts on a good show. 
Perhaps at no other time has the 
bill included so much spectacle and 
such a high degree of photographic 
skill and showmanship angles. 


One spectacle, the fine coverage 
of the big show put on for Princess 
Betty, youngest of England's royal 
family, at day and later at night, 
stands out. Cameraman and crew 
covering this event deserve much 
credit for the handling. The open- 
ing of the races at Ascot, England, 
also spectacularly done. Additional 
matter under this head includes 
kids of Rome staging a show for 
Mussolini, cattle herds in Colorado 
going in for a swim, Rumanian 
cops dancing for their king, the 
American derby at Chicago, a hun- 
ters’ race near Boston, and the 
crowds waiting for the Sharkey- 
Schmeling go. 

Of all this spectacle only the As- 
cot and Chicago races were also 
covered at the T-L. 

Particularly well photographed on 
the Embassy show are a gashouse 
district fight by a couple of kids, 
Amelia Earhart Putnam’s New 
York reception, undersea wrestling, 
New York sky cops and a stunting 
flier, and college rowing classic on 
the Hudson. 

Mrs. Putnam's reception in New 
York, including greeting by Mayor 
Walker, was not touched at all by 
the T-L, though at latter presen- 
tation of a medal in Washington 
from President Hoover was. Em- 
bassy has another clip with Mayor 
Walker, his visit to an orphan 
party on his birthday, where he 
finally sits down to play the piano 
and okay. 

Of greatest news importanae un- 
der list of scoops credited to Fox- 
Movietone is Hoover’s declaration 
on armaments. It was done by 
F-M and leads off the current bill, 
the Democratic convention lineup 
following. 

Coverage of that is accredited to 
Hearst, with the newsreel digging 
into files for material that presents 
leacing candidates. It dug up one 
on John N. Garner when he took 
the oath as Speaker. Those on 
Roosevelt urging a short platform, 
Gov. Ritchie on a repeal plank and 
Smith on leadership were probably 
contacted during the past week or 
30. Smith’s arrival in Chicago, 
when he talked only of visiting Chi- 
cago again, was brought back by 
Fox. 

The Sharkey-Schmeling fight Is 
also better handled than at the T-L. 
While Pathe was eontent to record 
brief speeches by Sharkey and 
Schmeling after the fight, Fox pho- 
tographed the crowds attending 
the fight, announcement of scrap- 
pers and decision. 

For contrast and laughs to fol- 
low, Hearst picked up the kid 
street scrap. For good measure on 
things spectacular, house includes 
I'rench Catholics holding fete, 
German dancers rehearsing, latest 
ship travel styles, air show in Ber- 
lin, college girls in athletic drill, 
Mme. Schumann-Heink singing for 
veterans, aerial act at Luna Park, 
all exclusive here. In addition, 
there’s the annual confetti picnic 
at Harvard, also to be seen at the 
Trans. 

An interesting item is the demon- 
stration of a device which changes 
the voice, radio act of Stoopnagle 


| TRANS LUX | 


The opposition newsreel houseg 
have only seven clips in common, 
an astonishing low number, leaving 
plenty of material at either that 
won't be seen at the other. 


Apparent scarcity of live news 
the past week is probably respon- 
sible, with both Trans Lux and Em- 
bassy presenting more than the 
usual amount of matter that could 
run anytime. 

The T-L is represented with 17 
clips not at its opposition. Of these 
the most important are: Tennis 
match at Wimbledon in which 
America emerged victorious, a 
scoop for Universal: testing new 
bombing plane (Par); Frank 
Hawks’ first test flight since his re- 
cent crackup, a beat for Pathe; new 
world’s record sprint for women in 
Olympics trial (Pathe), and Mac- 
Donald’s conference with Herriot on 
peace (Par). 

Though much of the balance is 
interesting, making up a show that 
amuses throughout, none of it is 
of international or national impor- 
tance, Of most audience interest 
are the tour of a racing stable in 
Kentucky (Pathe), unusually well 
handled, bean-size motor construct- 
ed by a German (U), flagpole skater 
out in California (U), dirt track 
auto race (Pathe), golden anniver- 
sary of 60 couples in Reno (Par) 
and vet Confederate’s reunion in 
Richmond (Pathe). 

Pathe has evolved a_ different 
touch in coverage of a ball game, 
the camera conferring with the 
Boston Braves in the dugout and 
photographing part of game from 
there, It brightens up a ball game. 

Among the more interesting 
items that would probably still be 
good next Christmas is U’s cover- 
age of flight over New York to 
make an aeromap. 

The T-L. hands out some fashion 
hints, Embassy doing the same. 
Pathe got a fur fashion show at the 
Waldrof-Astoria, while at the Em- 
bassy it was seagoing apparel. 

In the coverage of the three ma- 
jor news items, preparation for the 
Democratic convention, Sharkey- 
Schmeling battle and Amelia Har- 
hart’s return, the Embassy tops 
this house on both detail and treat- 
ment. 

In addition to items mentioned, 
exclusive for Pathe, are ball contest 
with fire hose between firemen and 
students, for Paramount I'rench 
orphans’ band and for WU, Col. 
Breckenridge and Col. Mitchell 
opening Gov. Byrd's presidential 
nomination bhoom, The latter is 
hooked up with Universal's clip on 
Smith's arrival in Chicago. 

‘Screen Snapshots’ (Col). cover- 
ing the Aimee Semple MacPherson- 
Walter Huston debate on prohibition 
and an issue of Pathe’s ‘Audio Re- 
view’ also on show and both very 
interesting. 

Of 24 clips division is Pathe 13; 
Universal 6 and Paramount 5. 

Running time, including shorts, 50 
minutes. Char. 





and Bud appearing. The clip on 
minting of new coins at Philadel- 
phia at both houses. 

A total of 28 clips this week, plus 
usual ‘Magic Carpet’ travelog, ‘Mcd- 
iterranean Memories.’ Split is even 
between F-M and H-M, each hav- 
ing 14, 

Show shorter here, only 40 min- 
utes. Char. 





followed and closed their turn. 
Girls’ harmony is pleasing, although 
somewhat subdued. They deliver 
along their standard lines with no 
new effects to embellish. 


Comedy acrobatic turn, Novak 
and Fay, held the spotlight next. 
Small chap is dressed to look like 
Buster Keaton and works straight 
a la the dead pan comic. Routines 
are familiar, but some arm and leg 
tangles are novel. Amusing and 
registered. 

Closing number was most effec- 
tive and was of a sock nature. After 
the Lewis Twins, two gorgeous 
blondes who heretofore worked with 
the line girls, tapped out a brief 
dance number which was height- 
ened by their good looks and gowns, 
Brox Sisters returned dressed in 
raincoats and hats, same costumes 
they wore in the ‘Hollywood Re- 
vue’ when they did ‘Singing in the 
Rain.’ Here they are using the mod- 
ern ‘Rain on the Roof.’ All the line 
girls join the Sisters costumed the 
same way and then real water be- 
gins pelting the stage from the 
flies. 

Previous to the unit, a chap 
named Charles Bennet, who was 
discovered at this theatre, does two 
songs with the audience. Boy is an 
Arthur Tracy vocal imitator and 
possesses possibilities. A long over- 
ture by Freddie Mack, including 
two numbers, first a ‘River Medley’ 
and second a comedy instrumental 
and recitative bit, smartly arranged 
and presented, led up to the Idea. 

Fox's ‘Valiant’ (reissue), with 





Paul Muni, featured. Good attend- 


sing that number. Old fave, ‘Dina,’| ance for the second show. 


CAPITOL 


New York, June 23. 

Pleasant stage show with a couple 
of standard names goes about 50-50 
on the screen feature. Neiher has a 
personality that will inspire attend- 
ance by drawing them from a dis- 
tance, but both will satisfy the regu- 
lar attendance which is that minority 
that will go to the house regardless 
of special lure, depending upon 
week to week average of entertain- 
ment. That means, of course, an 
off week. 

An item that probably will ac- 
count for as much attendance as 
anything, is the ballyhooed Third 
Anniversary of Yascha Bunchuk’s 
reign over Capitol music, the leader 
having a host of friends who are 
loyal to the musical standards the 
house has always maintained. 

Arrangement of the program has 
an unusual twist, due to the special 
occasion which calls for Bunchuk 
to preside as m.c. over the perform- 
ance. Opens with the line of Ches- 
ter Hale girls out front working 
before a scrim which flies halfway 


through their legmania routine to 
reveal the orchestra on the stage 
banked high in many tiers and 


3unchuk leading. Dance bit is at- 
tractive, girls all being in full tights 
of vivid blue with fluffy cape-like 
decorations around the shoulders. 
At the end of the number the 
leader comes down and takes charge 
of the proceedings, handling the as- 
signment trimly even if his accent 
leaves most of his introductions un- 
intelligible back from the middle of 





the house. His genial buildup for 
(Continued on page 34) 
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JAMES MELTON 
With Johnny Green 
Songs, Piano 

16 Mins.; One 
Palace 

Overrated insofar as billing is 
concerned on his first trip, Melton 
geems to have something for 
vaudeville. There’s more in him 
than came out at first Palace show, 
and experience should develop it. 
Melton has the voice, the style and 
the looks. Experiece should give 
him a better idea of proper vaude- 
ville routining. 

The billing, which placed the 
practically unknown Melton on top 
as the Palace headliner, was no 
fault of his own. The theatre need- 
ed a name for the top and Melton 
was the patsy. Had he stepped in 
quietly and without the _ billing 
puild-up, he might have taken the 
audience as more of a pleasant sur- 
prise. That’s the way all new acts 
become big acts at the Palace or 
anywhere else. 

Melton sings four numbers, each 
a romantic ballad, There’s no 
change of pace. Johnny Green 
splits Melton’s efforts midway with 
a piano solo. His song writing rec- 
ord is mentioned in Melton’s intro- 
duction and Green plays several 
past hits, taking a bow to the ap- 
plause for each. He finishes with 
and also bows to ‘Body and Soul,’ 
which came over from England. 

Melton makes a youthful and neat 
appearance, He’s a big fellow and 
physically somewhat remindful of 
Lawrence Tibbett. Hails from radio, 
where his standing doesn’t even 
rate headlining on broadcasts, let 
alone at what is advertised as 
America’s ‘premier vaudeville the- 
atre.’ Bige. 


MLLE. ANN CODEE (3) 
Comedy 
21 Mins.; One and Three 
Palace 


A new afterpiece that drags the 
standard Codee-Orth flirtation in 
‘one’ back into the New Act files 
for the steenth time, is this vete- 
ran’s latest bid for newness. It 
seems capable of building into 
something worth while, but needs 
more work here. 

Miss Codee, with Mile. as a new 
front handle, and Orth do a reverse 
version of the apache rough stuff 
in what is presented as a Paris dive. 
When acquiring more polish it 
should prove a strong addition, for 
in theme and locale it’s a perfect 
follow-up for Miss Codee’s Frenchy 
dialect and Orth’s impersonation of 
a Philadelphia sap on the loose in 
gay Paree. 

The olio dialog, running about as 
usual, builds up a visit to a Pari- 
sian hot spot and cues the switch 
from ‘one’ to ‘three. Latter starts 
off with a dance by a mixed team 
in support of Orth and Miss Codee, 
in which the man’s hand is unnec- 
essarily permitted to slip while the 
girl has her back to the audience. 
A battle between the two women 
over Orth, with the comic doing 
dead pan, leads to his tossing 
around by Miss Codee. 

There are some funny moments 
and some unfunny moments. The 
unfunny ones suggest the need for 
work and ironing out. <A stronger 
finish also is needed, after which the 
rest of material will take care of it- 
self. The stuff couldn’t be in better 
or more experienced hands. Bige 








ADELE NELSON’S BABY 
ELEPHANTS 

Animal Act 

7 Mins.; Full Stage 

Loew’s State 


Three bulls rather large for the 
infantile billing, but fast workers 
and with a variety of stunts to keep 
the act going. Specialized in vari- 
ous styles of dancing, with the 
trainer doing the same dance, which 
is necessary to identify the horn- 
Pipe. 

Others are the conventional stunts 
with formations and tub work. One 
is ruffled for a clown, but no clown- 
ing. Speed and sureness hold the 
act up, with an elderly man doing 
the real but unobtrusive bossing to 
hold them to speed. Holds down 
the opening spot nicely and can 
close in a pinch, but not to as good 
results. 


DR. COOKE and HAZEL LANG- 
TON 


Comedy Skit 
Six Mins.; Two and Three (Special) 
Grand Opera House 

Not in the files, but don’t look 
exactly new. At least the gags that 
are used are ancient. Deucer here 
on a four-act layout, and finished to 





much audience flattery. 

Finale duet is the clincher for the! 
Pair. Here the male part of the act | 
doffs most of his clothes, while the | 
girl talks a parable to music. 

Central idea and nearly most of | 
the act revolves around a dentist's | 
chair. Kind of a wise-cracking bird | 
who wears a white coat as usual | 
and attempts to wrench a molar| 
from a girl’s mouth by fair or foul | 
means. Not so hot. Shan. ' 


HAROLD STERN’S ORCHESTRA | 
(12) 

21 Mins.; Full (Special) 

Palace 


A dance orchestra doubling from | for 


a dance job at the St. Moritz, Har- 


terp type music on 
stage and instea\ strives to be an 
entertainment unk of semi-novelty 
classification. That it makes ‘ 
grade on a vaudeville stage as well 


. |James Melton got the nomination. 
old Stern’s orchestra soft pedals the | It 
the vaudeville | fellow 
| There 
lon the 
the | more to and at the Palace. 
|in his natural element, radio, is but 


as it did in a hotel dining room at- | 


tests to somebody’s 
what a stage band act should be 
like. That somebody probably is 
Stern, who has had bands in vaude- 
ville before. 

There is only a sample of the 
Stern’s outfit’s dance music ability 
in the vaudeville routine as played 
at the Palace. The band concen- 
trates on novelty, principally the 
closing series of radio takeoffs in 
which the drummer, Bill Smith, 
slips in a couple of darbs and three 
of the boys do a show stopping im- 
itation of the Mills Bros. Latter 
closes the act, 

Chief of the orchestra’s work as a 
unit is its ‘Bolero’ (Ravel's) as ac- 
companiment for a dance by Hope 
Minor and Eddie Root. The team 
hails from the same hotel. They 
were appreciatively received by the 
Palace audience at the end of a 
strenuous tango to the long com- 
position, 


Stern works the fiddle early, for 
‘Black Eyes,’ the same number in- 
cluding a fine vocal interlude by one 
of the two pianists, and makes one 
announcement for the purpose of 
turning over the announcing job to 
the singing drummer. Smith de- 
livers everything through a mike. 
Nine musicians in all, besides the 
leader, and none very youthful. 

Bige. 


SCANLON DENNO & CO. (5) 


Instrumental, Songs and Dances 
12 Mins.; Three (Special) 
Grand Opera House 


New item on this turn is three 
yellow jacketed guitar and uke ma- 
nipulators, all men. Staging and 
lighting away off. The increase of 
personnel to this act by the addi- 
tion of the string trio doesn’t help. 
The two tappers could come out in 
‘one’ and get away on a novelty 
tack, if nothing else, as they may 
have done in the past, but they have 
dancing ability for good support. 
That’s somethinp. Instrumental 
stuff is minor. 


However, if the string trio must 
be utilized, the act should get the 
benefit of a good stage manager 
who could trim the hodge podge 
setting and badly routined piece. 


Kick of the act still when one of 
two dancers tips her lid and shows 
her long womaniy hair. Up to that, 
due to pants wearing, both figured 
for males. Opened here to unusually 
good reception on four-act layout. 

Shan. 





THREE GRACES (4) 
Singing 

13 Mins.; One 
Coliseum 


A harmony trio from the ether 
with a routine of five numbers, all 
to mikes, that land with sufficient 
surety to command worthwhile 
booking. Triumvirate is composed 
of Betsy Sayres and the Chester 
Sisters. They carry Jack Press as 
their pianist. He's also arranger 
for the girls. 


Trio opens around the piano, do- 
ing a number with a baby spot play- 
ing on their faces. They step to 
center stage for their second, where 
some of that air voice trickiness 
comes in. Following with a ballad 
and another number, the girls return 
to the piano mike for the windup. 
When they’re through there's been 
enough of the act, but it’s nicely 
presented and executed throughout. 

No change of costumes, no break- 
ing up of the trio and no piano 
solos, 


knowledge of | 


PALACE 


At the Palace, where even the! 
most legitimate headliners have had 
trouble drawing in the past, and 
where more than one headliner at 
a time was necessary for a good 
week’s business, they are this week 
trying to find out if they can get 
by without one. There isn’t an 
honest-to-goodness topline name in 
sight. 

But there had to be a headliner | 
the billing and the 





lights, so| 
probably 

more 
are 
same 


surprised this 
than anyone 

several standard 

bill that might 


young | 
else. | 
turns 
mean 
Melton 
a _ third 
own field 
| Palace. 
| street 
about. 
| The last booking office theory 
|regarding the Palace was that all 
|the new policy needs is a break in 
the weather. The only thing that 


Outside of his 
headliner at the 
give the 47th 
plenty to talk 


stringer. 
he’s the 
That will 

beach boys 


j;could help this week is a snow- 
| storm. 

It was around 2:15 p.m. on the 
18-hour shift on which the boys 


and girls are working at the Pal- 
jace on Saturdays, and the next-to- 
closing spot of the first of five 
shows that day when who walked 
jin but Mel Klee. Someone on the 
iright side of the orchestra said, 
|\‘Ah, Al Herman,’ but the annunci- 
lators lighted up and they read Mel 
Klee. Everybody and everything 
must get a lucky break once in a 
while, and the Palace got one in 
Klee. His is an almost legendary 
monicker to 
set of the four-and-more-a-day, and 
probably the same to the present 


set of audiences. His stuff has 
outgrown popular memory, too, 
which made it perfect for this 


blackface comic. No necessity to 
chance anything dangerously new, 
nor anything up ahead that con- 
flicted. “Ie gave them both barrels 
in the chatter department, left the 
folks panting from a moth.- ballad 
and then dragged on his son. The 
radio influence has hit the Klee fam- 
ily as well, for Kiee, Jr., does a 
tenor solo that’s announced as an 
impression of Arthur Tracy, but 
shouldn't be. The boy was ob- 
vously nervous and landed on the 
wrong fairway during the first few 
beats, but steadied for the second 
chorus, and finished neck-and-neck 
with his father. 

It was experience that got the 
elder Klee by with a 20-minute 
monolog, and the same did likewise 
for Frances White, Ann Codee and 
Vanessi on this bill. 

Fritz and Jean Hubert, No. 2, 
and Mills, Kirk and Martin, sixth, 
were advance guarantees of quality, 
but the punch of the bill developed 





HOBART BOSWORTH 
Talk, Slides 

23 Mins.; One 
Coliseum 


Hobart Bosworth, now one of the 
grand old men of the screen and 
really one of its veterans, has a 
typical personal appearance act but 
in its preparation has gone to some 
trouble in collecting old photographs 
that are thrown on the screen as 
slides. Most of them are highly in- 
teresting, even if the quality as 
slides is not there. 

Coming on in tux, Bosworth goes 

into a carefully prepared talk, tell- 
|ing of his struggle against t. b., his 
final recovery and the new film field 
that opened up for him. Most of 
the slides are of photographs of 
3osworth, in westerns, etc., among 
others being first film set ever built 
as against biggest for ‘Ben-Hur,’ 
old-time nickleodeon, locations, etc. 
Some interesting pictures of Jack 
London are included. 
sion of slides winds up with an ac- 
tion shot of Bosworth at his present 
California home, going out for a ride 
on his favorite horse. 

In conclusion, Bosworth goes fur- 
ther into his valiant fight against 
t. b., along lines urging that any- 
one can do things if they make up 
their mind to do it, ete. For the 
finish, he brings on his dog, later in- 
troducing Mrs. Bosworth to the au- 
dience. 

In some respects Bosworth’s pre- 





Did fairly well Thursday night 
appearing in second. Char, 


WILLIAM and CRYOR 


Singing, Piano 
12 Mins.; Two 
Loew’s Orpheum 
Two colored boys that will be 
heard from. They have too good 
a notion of showmanship and en- 
tertainment to be new to 


atre, although their names don't 
appear in ‘Variety’s’ files. 
One of the boys sings and the 


other plays a piano. The singer has 
one of those exceptionally high tenor 
voices that lads of his race occa- 
sionally uncork. 
klavier has a set of nimble fingers 
that race easily from Rachmaninoff 

o Gershwin. Both get the most out 
of what they do. And both know 
how to gag in a simple, inoffensive 
and unusual manner. 

Stopped the show here in the 
next-to-shut groove and can re- 
peat the stunt in any man's theatre. 

Kauf, 





| Got over strongly. 


the the- | 


; earth. 


pared lingo seems theatrical and 


*toverdone, with the vet film actor in- 
| clined at times to act it out a little 


too much. Along with it, however, 
goes a personality, that has made 
Bosworth a loved screen character 
among millions. 
Char. 
FOUR DOUGHBOYS 
Male Quartet 
15 Mins.; One 
Loew’s Orpheum 

Billing refers to bakers, not sol- 
diers, leading to the supposition 
that it’s a radio turn 
No attempt at identification 


| with the ether, however, in billing, 


His friend at the| 


presentation or mannerisms. 
Four portly lads with pretty fair 


voices and a pretty good notion of 
harmony. Six pop tunes along 
, usual male quartet lines, with the 


| usual supposed comedy in between 


|} the numbers. 


Serves the purpose 
sufficiently well and would be an 
audience pleaser almost anywhere 
if cut down somewhat. 

Deuced here on a five-act bill. 
Kauf. 


| 


the present younger | 


The succes- 


come to} 


} completed, 





Academy's Amateurs So Good Trade 


Thinks Them Professionals 


+ 


jat the far end in form of Harold | Maybe there are a lot of things 





Stern’s orchestra (New Acts). Em- 
bellished by a dance team from the} 


St. Moritz, where the band also | 
plays, and a troupe of versatile} 
musicians, the Stern combination | 


pinned a pleasant finish on a layout 


that was rarely stimulating up| 
ahead. } 

The standard On Wah Troupe 
risleyed the bill into a start, after 
Which the Huberts did their usual 
without the boy breaking a leg or 
neck at the first show. If he got 
by the second show okay the act 
will be in for the rest of the week, 
and probably in a later position. 


Miss White in straight evening at- 
tire and working with a piano ac- 
companist on full stage got on and 
off satsfactorily without causing 
much commotion by topping a 
song cycle with ‘Mississippi.’ Some 
of the folks remembered. 

| Melton (New Acts), accompanied 
by Johnny Green, composer, used 
16 minutes for three songs and an 
encore, plus a solo by Green, and 
| managed to justify his being on the 


bill, if not his billing He hasn't 
a very good idea of diversity in 
selecting songs, and a monotonous 


. : : 
;Sameness in all his numbers did 


|neither the singer nor the act much 
| ood. Audience liked the voice and 
lits owner, which is all the more rea- 
son why a better cycle should be 
obtained. 

Up ahead between Miss White 
and Melton are Codee and North. 
The flirtation opening is practically 
unchanged, but the follow-up with 
a supporting company of two calls 
for New Acts classification for the 
whole. Miss Codee is now Mlle. 
|Codee on the boards and Vanessi 
is Miss Vanessi. Latter is No. 7 
in a dance turn that depends more 
on the lead’s showmanship than her 
'or anybody’s dancing. Helping out 
are three boys, whose singing in the 
early stages lends inadequate sup- 
port, but who may snap out of it 





when switching to hoofing. Miss 
Vanessi's rainbow number is 
sightly, and so are Miss Vanessi 


and her costumes, while the rhumba 
number is still sufficiently well done 
to close the act, despite being out- 
dated. 

Mills, Kirk and Martin's rough- 
house repeated its previous and 
recent Palace click, which started 
a new deluge of similar acts that 
hasn't yet subsided. 

It has been noticeable in the cur- 
tain speeches by acts at the Palace 
that not one speaker has mentioned 
being thrilled or honored to be 
there. That used to be the stock 
phrase for most Palace speeches, 
but it passed out with the two-a- 
day and leisure for actors between 
shows. . Bige. 


DOWNTOWN, L. A. 


Los Angeles, June 23. 


Standard set by this house for 
its vaude took a dive this week. 
Previously Bert Levey, booking the 
house, has been able to land at 
least two standard acts on each of 
his bills. Current show, with ex- 
ception of Jack Lee, looks as if 
every act was doing its first week 
in show business. Budgeted at 
| $800 for seven acts, not a great deal 
can be expected. 

Viennese Quintet, 
like two acts thrown 


which looks 
together, 





| dancers compose the turn. Trio is 
| two girls and a boy, playing con- 
cert numbers, with fair musician- 
ship, but no showmanship. Dance 
team, both men, flounce around in 
a meaningless dance brandishing 
swords. 

Morini and Warner, male acro- 
batic hoofers, followed with a miid 
|routine of tumbling and hand lifts 
coupled with soft shoe dancing. 
Eased by. 

Jack Lee in the trey spot dis- 
played some of the class he had 





when he was a standard ventrilo- 
quist, known as Lee Stoddard. 
Dressed as a cowboy, he works 
without a dummy, using his ven- 
triloquial technique for  phono-| 
graph, radio and telephone imita- 

Drawback is meaningless | 


| 
| tions. 
} 
| 
' 


|echatter between his imitations. 
Well received. 

Sonya and Lawrence, man and 
woman singer, did three duets, all 
! concert numbers. Both have fair 
| voices, but the slow tempo of their 
act spoiled their chances. Mann | 
and Peck, hoke musical act with 


Mann playing a violin on the stage 


and Peck working as the pit drum- |} 


a few laughs with 
material. 

Four Romeros, three boys 
girl as a Mexican duncing 
closed. Act has played circuit 
| houses and while nothing sensa- 
|tional is fast enough to speed up 
| the closing. 
| ‘Street of Women’ (WB). on its 
{third run was the main screen at- 
| traction. Opened poorly here. Uni- 
| versal JNews and Newman travelog 


Call, 


; mer, gathered 
| timeworn 
and a 
group 


opened. Trio of musicians and two} 


on Spec 


the matter with vaudeville. Maybe 
one of them is that there’s no new 
talent. And maybe the Academy of 
Music, on 14th street, is answering 
that argument one day a week, and 


has been for a couple of months. 
Every Thursday night, at the 
Academy, a ‘talent hunt’ is staged. 


That's 1932 for amateur shows. Last 
Thursday night the talent hunt con- 
sisted of nine hopefuls. Of which 
|number at least five have sufficient 
| talent to actually work in theatres, 


and at least two were better than 
the average acts working in the 
; Academy for full salaries. And the 
|} winner of the contest gets prac- 
| tireally nothing for his pains. But 
ithe biggest ‘maybe’ of all is that 
these suspiciously meritorious 
amateurs may actually be profes- 


|sionals taking a long shot in these 
|days of hard-to-get auditions. 

Idea is that only one winner is 
| selected each Thursday night. Then, 
vaguely in the future, all the win- 
ners will be stacked up against each 
other in a final contest. The win- 
ner at that time will be given a 
Fanchon & Marco contract for one 
|year. No salary mentioned. ‘Con- 
|test has been running a couple of 
|months, at least. About eighty try- 
|outs so far, more to come, and only 
}one of them will win something. 
|For the others not even consolation 
prizes or carfare. 

But real talent has shown up 
every week. Talent such as couid 
be used by show business in days 
past, today or tomorrow Which 
seems to be an answer of some sort. 

On the layout caught the Acad- 
emy bill consisted of five standard 
acts, ‘Forbidden Company’ (Fox) 
and the talent hunt. From sheer 
entertainment standpoint by far the 
best was the show put on by the 
hopefuls. And they weren't all 
singers or dancers. 
magician good enough to pull the 
Houdini needle trick, and one card 
manipulator good enough to enter- 
tain any man’s vaudeville audience 
any time. 

Maybe it’s unfair because the 
regular vaude show just didn't hap- 
pen to mean much. b5But the five 
acts were paid salaries. And the 
youngsters were thanked. 

Aristocrats of Dance, four girls 
and two boys in a nice dance diver- 
tissement, opened the standard part 
of the entertainment. Theirs is a 
neat act and satisfactory enough as 
an either-ender. Johnny Hyman, 
chalk-talker, deuced in somewhat 
dull fashion, and Ferry Corwey, 
musical clown, handled the third 
spot for a few laughs, but still not 
socko. 

Joe Young, low comic from bur- 
lesque, next to closing, was okay 
enough for the 14th street mob, and 
then the show goes suddenly high- 
hat for the closing act, the Roxy 
Gang. Act consists of four singers 
and a pianist in operatic numbers. 
Opera has always been questionable 
from a vaude standpoint, and when 
handled by four unknown and not 
too forte voices (even with that 
Roxy billing) doesn’t mean very 
much. Incidentally the four or five 
acts floating around who all use the 
Roxy name ought to some time get 
together and figure out some sort 
of billing that doesn’t conflict. 

With that motley layout out of 
the way a neatly attired and courte- 
ous assistant manager came out to 
| start the amateurs and the audience 
lsettled back for some real entere 
| tainment. Kauf. 





PALACE, CHICAGO 


Chicago, June 25, 

Quality instead of quantity is a 
good rule as rules go, but without 
b. o. headliners it means nothing 
in these days. Palace is gambling 
this weck with Phil Baker, who is 
squeezing $5,000 per out of his push 
box. As a local draw Baker has 
his recent visit with ‘Crazy Quilt’ 
here as an added magnet, but even 





he can’t do anything abcut the 
weather and that’s wa:t’s been 


knocking the Palace off. 
Around that $5,000 Baker is pull- 
ing down is a smooth running and 


|highly entertaining bill of four 
turns, making it five in all, and back 


| , . . 
to regulation size after experiments 


with six and seven. With Baker 
| getting the lion’s share of money, 


| it’s understood the rest of the show 
| had to be held down on cost and 
| for the money they are good acts. 
In all the time Baker has been 
| playing the Palace here, old and 
new, and that’s been for many 
years, he probably never received 


| 
| tion he does this week. When Ba- 


the break in billing and exploita- 
ker’'s name and mugge can top 
| everything so as to hide out the 
picture, that’s sumpin’. Regardless 
|of what he may or may not draw, 
| Baker is entertaining ’em on the 
| inside and that's better than an 


| investment in a white elephant who 
does neither. Baker has been trying 
|to shove his accordian for 
some time, his argument being it 
(Continued on page 34) 
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CAPITOL 


(Continued from page 32) 


Eleanor Powell, tap dancer from 
the lately closed ‘Hot-Cha,’ put him 
promptly in favor as an m.c. Girl 
followed the overture, inserted into 
the stage show here after the first 
line number, instead of being a pre- 
liminary to the presentation as 
usual. Arrangement works out well 
and might be weighed as the regu- 


lar procedure where the orchestra is | plause than 
on the stage, since it has the effect bill. 
Yesterday’ 


of unifying the orchestra and the 
rest of the presentation. 


Miss Powell was well liked. She's | 
a homey looking girl with a curi- | 
ously relaxed, lazy dancing style. | 


She was an applause item at this 
show and took a legitimate encore, 
used for a fast, energetic bit of 





with new trimming. The stooge 
comes out of the audience. Bert 
sings ‘his erying song, with Miss 
Walters doing her dance for an en- 
core. Doing four-a-day, Bert cried 
them out of making him @o his 
own dance. So pictures has done 
one thing for Wheeler. It has 
eliminated the need for hoofing. 
Unusual slant on the show is that 
Schmeling in a newsreel that pre- 
ceded the stage show got more ap- 
any of the acts on the 
Feature picture ‘Man from 
(Par) and busness fair. 
TCG. 





MASTBAUM 


Philadelphia, June 25. 


Closing Mastbaum show for the 


buck and winging to prove that she |summer gives the customers quan- 


could do the fast stuff, too. Three 


Sailors followed on here in the usual | ang a fair amount of quality, though | 
program 


specialty sequence, but pulled a sur- 
prise on the regulars by unrolling a 


lot of new stuff, one of them a pip, | 


with the lighter clown getting mixed | 


up with a partner in knockabout 
and going into a series of posings, 
his torso and the other man’s legs 
figuring in absurdly impossible con- 
tortion. Another laugh combined the 
two men in a ridiculous figure of 
‘The Thinker.” The ‘rolling ship’ 
exit was not done here. This is one 
item that shouldn’t be lost. An- 
Other on-the-level encore here, 

grief intro for Vaughn de Leath, 
radio singer, by Bunchuk, and she | 
took up the running before a mike | 
in ‘one,’ band being shut off for the 
turn in favor of her regular pianist. 
‘Love a Parade’ gave her a spirited 
opening, followed by light treatment 
of the best known standards of the 
radio as done by their identified 
singers. Excellent idea here is to 
go right into the ‘impressions’ with- 
out announcing them and letting 
the audience get the mimicry for 
themselves. 

Dance number here involves an 
arresting light effect. Girls are di- 
vided into squads of four, all wear- 
ing long flared skirts, which by 
some trick of lighting are made te 
change color by fours, by eights and 
by twos. Effect is striking and the 
technique arouses curiosity. 

Finale is a huge effect bringing 

7 an augmented group of 64 girls 

ivided by costume difference into 
two 24’s and a 16, and all carrying 
trap drums. Line is spread into a 
half circle reaching on side run- 
ways well into the auditorium. Or- 
chestra goes into a military number 
while the girls do a _ preliminary 
drill and the finish has them all 
drumming to rhythm for an enor- 
mous volume of sound. 

Added item that carries the run- 
ning time to close upon three hours, 
is a Laurel and Hardy two-reeler, 
‘Any Old Port.’ Rush, 


MICHIGAN 


Detroit, June 28, 

Bert Wheeler breaks in his vaude 
act again after three or more years 
in pictures. He has as aids Polly 
Walters, also from pictures; a pian- 
ist, Bob Hamill, and an unnamed 
stooge. 

This is probably the first time a 
headline vaude and revue actor has 
appeared having been also a picture 
star. The majority of the people 
who will see Wheeler won't realize 
Wheeler was getting salaries up in 
four figures before he ever wént 
Hollywood. They know him only 
as the picture comedian. But with 
his abilities as a stage comic he 
gave the public something to take 
home with them. Reing the first 
picture actor to really get over 
without the slightest reference to 
pictures and with his act strictly 
as a stage act he does something 
that the natives can’t help but re- 
spond to. 

Polly Walters, assisting, has been 
in a lot of pictures, but only in 
minor parts. She has, however, 
impressed in those parts as a com- 
edy type and will be remembered. 
As in pictures, she plays a dumb 
gal, and plays it for plenty of 
laughs. In addition to gagging 
with Wheeler, she also dances, and 
is highly decorative. 

Show is unimportant from any 
viewpoint except that of Bert 
Wheeler. It is one of those shows 
that would play much better as a 
straight specialty layout. Acts 
used are Young China, acrobatic 
troupe; Hil-Billy Kids, three 
youngsters; Gomez and Winona, 
ballroom dancers, and Bert Wheeler 
and Polly Walters. Bob Nolan 
could be eliminated as.m.c., the 








production numbers left out, and 
Gomez and Winona doing 
vaude act. Routining 
Young China opening, 
Kids second, 
and the ballroom duo closing. 
Gomez and Winona are brought 
on in the opening number by the 
ballet doing a ‘June Bride’ waltz 
routine, 


could be 


‘two’ for the next number. Trio of 
youngsters doing hill-billy songs 


and: other backwoods dances, 
okay for a novelty. 


}acrobatics 
|} week, 


The Hill-Billy Kids on in| 


etc., | 


tity—-which they seem to want— 


revealed need of drastic 
editing on first day’s shows. 
received, with business looking good. 
‘Week End Marriage’ (FN) is the 
film. 

Stage show opens with another 
‘musical battle’ between Milton 
Charlies, crooning organist and 
David Ross and the orchestra. Each 
did three numbers with audience 
applause leaning Charles’ way. Gag 
is familiar here being repeated 
three or four time a season. 

Flash opening is good with Mast- 
baum ballet supported by American 
Legion drum and bugle corps. Next 
came Jim and Mary Mason in a 
fast roller skating act, helped to a 
comedy finish by plants—one of 
them a 250 pounder, in the audience. 


Most popular feature on the bill 
was the appearance of seven popu- 
lar song writers—four pianos and 
three pluggers — which recalled 
dozens of Tin Pan Alley hits to the 
customers. Participating in the act 
were Charles Tobias, Vincent Rose, 
Sidney Claire, Percy Weariech, Al 
Sherman, Murray Mencher and Al 
Lewis. 

Anna May Wong, Chinese film 
star, was introduced in her personal 
appearance by a colorful Oriental 
ballet from the Mastbaum steppers. 
She did a song cycle act, well cos- 
tumed, singing a Chinese song, re- 
citing a Chinese poem and then do- 
ing two comedy songs in English. 
She wound up act by thanking the 
audience in English, Chinese, 
French, German and Yiddish—en- 
tirely overlooking the Scandinavian. 

Roscoe Ates, also from the films, 
appeared with his daughter Doro- 
thy in some of his familiar stutter- 
ing comedy which got laughs, 
though the size of the house made 
it hard for some of the customers 
to get his lines. 

Mastbaum ballet—which has been 
consistently one of the best fea- 
tures. developed by the house— 
scored in a colorful closing number. 
Dick Powell guided the show as 
master of ceremonies—his ~second 
week—and though faced with a 
cumbersome revue, he gave it all the 
speed possible. Waters. 


FOX, FRISCO 


San Francisco, June 23. 

Fox is on the upgrade, with nut 
pared and name attractions aiding 
the sometimes weak pictures. Cur- 
rent is Eddie Cantor, who’s helping 
the house to a swell $38,000, which 
is a profit for the big 5,000 seater, 
despite a reported pay-off to Can- 
tor of an $8,500 guarantee and 50-50 
split over $35,000. 

Federal tax forcing the admish to 
a 70-cent top, highest in town, the- 
atre is on a spot and must give ’em 
more show than anybody—or eise. 
Cream pictures go into the Par- 
amount and Fox gets seconds. So 
the result is augmented flesh at- 
tractions. Overtures are again be- 
ing built up, class orchestra presen- 
tations due to get a vocal chorus 
and scenic effects, and ‘Desert Song,’ 
Ted Lewis, Jack Dempsey and Lina 
Basquette and others slated as fu- 
ture attractions: 

Cantor entertained ’em royally, 
selling a flock of topical gags and a 
pair of new tunes, ‘Who’s Hooey 
in Hollywood’ and ‘Making the Best 
of Each Day,’ also going back to 
‘Dinah,’ by Harry Ruby,’ who offi- 
ciated at the piano for Cantor. 
Plenty of laughs, even the chestnuts 
puling haw-haws. 

Surrounding F&M _ stage show, 
taking to the road next week as 
‘Birthday Party,’ featuring Sylvia 
Clark, featured one of the swellest 
mixed line-ups to hoof here. Boys 
and girls did three numbers that 


their | were knockouts. 


Sylvia Sharp impressed with a 


: Hill-Billy | jazz toe number, and Lassiter Bros. 
3ert Wheeler third, | tapped 


bell with knockabout 
and clowning. Sylvia 
Clark and Bobby Kuhns, not in this 
playing naborhood Fox El 
Capitan instead. 

Walt Roesner’s overture got more 
jproduction than usual, with Livia 
|Maccia occupying the stage with a 
special set for soprano selections 
|}from operas. Singer sounded and 


the 


On next ‘Young 
Chinese acrobatic act, with Bert! Roesner’s already satisfactory or- 
Wheeler following, working in ‘two.’ |chestrating. Joaquin Garay, back 


Bert is doing the same crying bit, 
apple eating and sandwich inhaling 


| ’ 
lafter several weeks’ absence, con- 


|'tinued his pop ch*nting with ‘Lulla- 


PARAMOUNT 


New York, June 24. 


Paramount has a clicker in the 
stage show based on the stars 
taken from the recently closed 
‘Scandals’ and which had a tryout 
in Chicago two weeks ago. Practi- 
cally the same in its New York 
form, but with Ethel Merman re- 
placing Joan Abbot, who took her 
place when ‘Scandals’ went on tour. 
New York line-up offers Rudy Val- 
lee, Willie and Eugene Howard, Ray 
Bolger and Ethel Merman. Mr. and 
Mrs. Jesse Crawford are tossed into 
the show for good measure and with 





From 
Well | 


Rubinoff leading the orchestra in a 
medley from the ‘Scandals,’ the 
main part of the show left, since 
George White refused permission to 
let the songs be sung. Show ran 
75 minutes at the first performance 
Friday, but was down to 64 at the 
first night show. Picture, ‘Man 
Yesterday,’ takes 68, the 
newsreel and screen ads fill 15 and 
the overture runs 7 minutes. 
Boris Petroff, who staged the 
show, was handicapped by having 
to entirely change his original plans 
on short notice. Apparently he has 
changed the show about somewhat 
since the cpening week, and while 
he does a good job, the impression 
is given that he might have done 
more with the acting material. But 
as it stands it is one of the best ap- 
plause getters that ever stood back 
of the Paramount footlights with 


Moreover, it is a clean show. The 
jokes are simple and easy to com- 
prehend and apparently they ripple 
all the way to the back. Both the 
Howards and Bolger stopped the 
show, and Miss Merman could have 
done the same thing had she been 
a little more encouraging. 

Show opens with a couple of girls 
making an announcement in unison, 
which is neither necessary nor ef- 
fective. Goes to the dressing room 
blackouts with brief bits for the 
four principals, Then the Bines 
line of 16 girls on for a routine that 
was a nifty with Ray Bolger on 
their heels for his intendedly awk- 
ward dance. The Howards followed 
in an interview bit with Willie clos- 
ing that with his imitations, which 
at the night show was the outstand- 
ing hit. They come front for a 
double song, while the stage is re- 
set and apparently purposely let 
down the tension a little to pave 
the way for the next bit, the Bines 
girls dancing while the Crawfords 
at the twin colsoles play flower 
songs. These are announced 
through the loudspeaker with the 
players almost erased by the danc- 
ers, Which helped neither the dance 
nor the organ music. 

Bolger comes back for his funny 
Spanish dance, building up with 
two encores, and gives place to Miss 
Merman in two torch numbers, the 
last with a drum tableau seen dimly 
through a scrim. Something missed 
out here. It probably would have 
been better to have left her on her 
own. She needs no buildup. 

Fleischmann broadcast from the 
‘Scandals’ follows with Vallee 
swamped by Willie Howard. 

Vallee did not get his old-time 
reception here, A nice hand, but 
nothing compared to what used to 
happen when he first came along. 
Howard leave; him the stage for 
the band number, in which Vallee 
hogs the mike almost to the exclu- 
sion of the band. At his final num- 
ber the house lights all go out with 
the exception of the exit lights and 
then the line girls are spotted 
in the aisles, making their way to 
the stage for the finale, in which 
all come on, This was another miss 
out, Another line number in a jazzy 
costume would have helped a lot. 

Business ciose to filling at the 
night shows, but no standout. Still 
it ought to be a big week as weeks 
go nowadays, It’s a show. 


IMPERIAL, TORONTO 


Toronto, June 24. 

Maybe there’s a moral in this but 
a male warbler steps out in the 
current stage prez. at the Knevels’ 
deluxer this week and says: ‘Let's 
go back to the old days.’ Pit band 
goes into a medley of Victor Her- 
bert melodies as heroines of the 
Irish maestro’s musical shows are 
introduced to the audience and the 
house goes wild with applause. 
They're all kids from the line-up 
doing the usual parade stuff but the 
whole gag is throat-tightening, 
even to the post-war generation, 
and handkerchief-flickings were no- 
ticeable, Maybe we're all getting 
old, 

With Shea’s Hipp. dark, this is 
the last of the variety houses in 
Canada. No draw on the marquce 
and they may feel that Stanwyck 
in ‘Shopworn’ is a puller, but the 
stage prez will probably do good 
biz on word-of-mouth advertising. 

Orchids go to the 16-girl line-up 





as well as the principals. There's 
ja full-stage opening that’s not very 
|}costly, with ballet in crimson scan- 


|ties emerging from ash-cans. Usual | 


|in-and-out drills with ash-can cov- 
lers for arm-work. Then Mills and 


shina,’ familiar | looked great, and added much toj| Shea trailing, goofy gob pair into a 


|soft-shoe for opener, and doubling 
with a burley risley bit and tum- 
bling that was heavy in register. 
Jimmie Hadreas out for a dance pot- 





that was his trademark in vaude|!by of the Leaves’ and an imitation | pourri, clog, Irish jig. Russian, ete. 


for years. They still constitute the 


punch to his act. For talk he has | 
some new material and some old/to Hell,” 
\ 


of Chevalier. 


Bock. 


Picture was Par's ‘Merrily We Go 


Ballet back on in Dutch costumes, 
billowy skirts, aprons, head-dresses, 
etc. Idea is to conflict with tradi- 


tional jazz and finale has immies 
fully converted. Then the Rythm- 
ettes, a brunet trio that wisely kids 
the harmony crowd without be- 
coming too catty. A nice reception 
and kids called back. Second half 
a burlesque on old-time shows, a 
Weber and Fields bit and the beef- 
trust ballet without the beef. Ballet 
bdck on for solo step-outs and the 
usual finale with all principals on. 
Lapp with the baton for overture 
and usual fillers, Feature is ‘Shop- 
worn,’ McStay. 


PARAMOUNT, L. A. 


Los Angeles, June 23. 

Overboard on acts and anaemic 
on talent, with the exception of 
Ward and Van, headlining, and Inez 
King, doing one sclo, is the verdict 
on the current stage show at the 
Paramount. 
stretch for 42 minutes with a 
‘round the world motif. Neat and 
polite hula of Winona Love and the 
drum dance of Ranny the out- 
standers in the hoof department. 

Line of 12, augmented by anotker 
eight, appear in Highland fling, 
Russ and Italian tambourine rou- 
tines to nice returns. Their snake- 
hips finale is old stuff now. 

Russian sequence was overlong, 
tedious and offered nothing new. 
Why the Haines Twins were used 





for warbling in the Hawaiian scene | 
with Miss Love silent, when she is | 
hey | singing nightly over a coast hookup, 
every turn applauded to the finish. | 


remains a mystery. 

Jacqueline (Mrs. George) Stoll is 
too far upstage in her ‘Madame 
Butterfly’ aria to score effectively 
in the long passage. Don and Ber- 
nice, youthful tappers, fail to hold 
down their next-to-closing spot. 

Screens with a center frame that 
contained a different drop for each 
geographical shift provided a novel 
background. Ward and Van worked 
in ‘one’ for the best applause of the 
show. Finale was a typical mod- 
ernistic club set, with the brass 
section of the pit orchestra on a 
rear platform. Costumes were 
fresh and good. Remainder of the 
program consisted of ‘Schubert Im- 
pressions,’ overture, conducted by 
Stoll, news, Screen Souvenirs and 
feature, ‘Merrily We Go to Hell’ 
(Par). Business average, 


CHICAGO 
Chicago, June 24. 

Catch line in the house ad this 
week is ‘a stage show packed with 
more fun and entertainment than 
any $4.40 Broadway show.’ That’s 
stretching it quite a lot, as Mary 
Brian and Ken Murray are not new 
around here, while Armida and 
Natacha Natova can’t be reckoned 
with as box-office guns. 

Of greater interest locally is the 
viewpoint of this show being a fore- 
runner of Publix eastern units for 
the Chicago, while the Oriental will 
try its own productions. This show 
was originally put together at the 
Paramount, New York, but was re- 
assembled here, Local lineup of 
girls, same group as used last week 
with the Lombardo band, were re- 
vamped for this week and suit the 
purpose. In addition to the femmes 
there are eight chorus lads who fit 
into the atmospheric background of 
the idea. 

Altogether the layout is rather 
lengthy, even with all the expected 
cutting after the opening day, which 
failed to run off any too smoothly. 
Too draggy interlude between the 
overtural production, which had 
Miss Natova doing her florescent 
dance to the knockabout comédy 
and blackouts of Murray, Miss Brian 
and Murray's stooge, Milton Charles- 
ton. 

Miss Natova was taken cuit of her 
F&M unit for this spot and the idea 
clicked. Classic dancer’s flower 
routine caught on with this audi- 
ence, more or less highbrow any- 
way. For the nucleus of the unit 
the pit bunch moved up to the stage, 
and that’s where Murray came in, 
followed by his stooge. Murray’s 
stuff is by no means new here, and 
though his memory is apparently a 
good one, he neglected digging up 
anything they haven't seen or heard 
around here, except perhaps the 
flocks of ‘hells’ which in this par- 
ticular house was never a long suit. 

The flashy Armida, remiding a 
good deal of Lupe Velez, was more 
in tune and clipped off some catchy 
ditties and fandango steps. Quite a 
personality this Armida, and one 
with a good comedy vein. Her vocal 
ability, too, is a surprise, even 
though she tries to hide it behind 
clowning. 

Screen background of Mary Brian 
is the biggest point in her favor, 
with her looks next important. After 





that it’s just another personal de-'| 
Murray | 
abets a good deal, to sing and dance. | 


spite her efforts, in which 


On streneth of the latter two items 


alone Miss Brian wouldn't get far} 


on any stage. 

Charles Previn pulled the orches- 
tra threugh some heavy classical in- 
terpretation, which would have heen 
okay if semewhat abbreviated. Pre- 
vin has discarded his baton 
body wiggling and going at it ina 
straight, orderly fashion. In the 
overture session Frank Wilson, get- 
ting to be a fixture here, obliged 
with two pop numbers and as usual 
got over nicely. 





‘Man from Yesterday’ (Par) fea-|@ hand, and sho did 
}ture flicker, with newsreels filling| With 
in. 
‘two shows. 


Trade very much off the first 
Roais. 





There are 10 acts that | 





| he knocked 
|arrangement of 


}and 





and |} 
|and do another, 


those present. 


jneeds but an act. 
ja draggy comic about Queen Isa- 


PARAMOUNT, PARIS 


Paris, June 16, 


Paramount program this week, 
after a mixed newsreel, shows a 
very amusing short titled ‘Auster. 
litz 21.22,’ which is a telephone 
number. Sketch, by Willemetz and 
Saint-Granier, was made in the 
Paramount studios, and clicks with 
French audiences as razzing the 
difficulty of getting through a local 
call as compared to a long distance, 

The stage show, similarly to last 
week, puts the reduced band on the 
stage, acting as support for the 
numbers which appear in front of 
it, and partly’on the covered or- 
chestra pit. At the rise of the cur- 
tain the 24 Mangan Tillerettes, in 
pyjamas, are seated as if they were 
really the band, only the two pianog 
being played. After this the men 
reoccupy their seats. Apart from 
the Tillerettes, M. Sauvageot of the 
Opera Comique does some yodeling, 
and Ginos and Lolette a specialty 
dance. The production, staged by 
Francis A. Mangan, on an ensemble, 
Tillerettes surrounding mannequins 
grouped at the back of the stage, 

Despite unpretentiousness of the 
production, it gets a very good hand, 
Paramount feature, ‘Avec i’Assur- 
ance,’ which is at the double disad- 


vantage of following ‘One Hour 
With You,’ and striking a heat 
wave, Mazi. 





PALACE, CHICAGO 


(Continued from page 33) 


never got him anywhere, but still 
‘em over with a darb 
‘River’ tunes that 
blasted his way out. 

Not that Baker has to rely solely 
on that push box, as his sense of 
gagging and comedy proportions, 
aided by that inevitable stooge in 
the box, marks him a very able 
talking comic, who knows his whys 
wherefores. And maybe for 
that reason as well as others his off 
color quips get by with a smirk, 


although he isn’t using as many 
here as elsewhere. 
Next in rating on the bill is Si 


Wills and Joan Davis, who, though 
occupying the No. 3 spot, make it 
stand up as though it were next 
to shut, and that’s a compliment 
to both Wills and Miss Dayis. Si 
Wills has been a standard comic 
for years, with all kinds of back- 
ground including several years of 
picture making, while Miss Davis, 
who not so long ago did an act all 
by her lonesome, shows herself up 
as a genuine comedienne. It be- 
comes hard to tell ‘who is doing 
straight in this act, with the cross- 
fire so well paced and delivered. 

Ada Brown, the colored mammy 
singer, took the deuce groove and 
went off to a recall and encore. De- 
spite the crop of ‘scat’ warblers and 
hi-hi-hi-di gurglers on the modern 
trend, the old time straight delivery 
of natural coon shouters is still not 
passe. It didn’t seem that way, at 
least with Ada Brown, who had 
been singing her type of songs for 
many a harvest moon and still go- 
ing. 

Openers were the Six Avalons, 
mixed acro-tumbling troupe, with 
a new routine, for them, on teeter 
boards. Gave the show a fast start 
that held up all the way to the 
tape line when Whiteside, Anita 
and Brower and Co. turned out a 
nifty song and dance flash that is 
just a little different. Not the usual 
jazzed up routines here, but rather 
a melange of the real thing with 
classic dancing and song, with the 
production well dressed and effec- 
tively costumed. Ballet work of 
Anita and leg stuff of Albert Brower 
stood out, 

On the screen ‘Street of Women’ 
(WB). Span, 





STATE 


Arthur Tracy, on a return date 
after only a few weeks, gets the 
top line and off to rather slow 
business. Bill something of a let- 
down from recent weeks, and the 
buyers are quick to realize that. 

Adele Nelson’s. elephants, billed 
as babies, though they are far from 
being small. They pretty well fill 
the stage, but get around nimbly. 
Apparently a new act to judge from 
the card file, but probably from the 
circus. They make a big showing, 
but the tricks seldom build to an 
applause-winning climax, and these 
bulls stick mostly to the routine 
tricks, with emphasis on the danc- 


ing. 
Glenn and _ Jenkins, blackface, 
got the second notch, and held it 


fairly well, though the laughs were 


light. Jokes rather obvious, and 
more talking than singing. 

Tracy was on third, singing 
through the mike as usual. Did 


four songs, including a choice be- 
tween ‘Chloe’ and ‘Eli, Eli,’ with the 


jlatter selected at the show caught 


and nicely sung. He comes in front 
of the curtains as they close in and 
got four real bows. Had to go back 
A solid score with 
Nell everything she 
Her second song, 


Kelly has 


bella, ice cold, with scarcely 
littie better 
she an- 


the 


went 


another in which 
nounces herself as one of 
(Continued on page 46) 
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Variety Bills 





NEXT WEEK (July 2) 
THIS WEEK. (June 25) 


Numerals In connection with bills below Ind.cate opening Gay ef 


show, whether full or split week 











RKO 





nett 


NEW YORK CITY | (25) 
Palace (2) 6 Avalons 

Jean Granese Ada Brown 

Lulu McConnell Wills & Davis 

goe Penner Phil Baker 

Joe Moss Orch Whiteside A & B 

Herb Williams CLEVELAND 


Living Jewelry 
(Four to fill) 


On Wah Tr 
¥F & J Hubert 
Frances White 


w 


(25) Ac 





Palace (2) 
illie Mauss 
la Brown 


Lamb & Bellit 
Phil 
Louis Mosconi 


Baker 
Ens 











CHARLES V. YATES AGENCY 
MATTY ROSEN, MGR. 


Rooking with Loew, F. & M., Warner, 
Publix, Radio, Talkies. 


Suite 701, 1619 Broad 
Phone COlumb 
Associates: Phil Coscia 


way, New York 
us 5-0033 
—Bert Lawrence 











Ann Codee 
James Melton 


(25 


Russian Revels 


Mills Kirk & M Honey Boys 
Vanessi Rosetta Duncan 
Mel Klee Blue & Irwin 
Harold Stern Or Hal LeRoy Co 
Johnny Green 105th St. (2) 
Minor & Root Jack Gwynne Co 
‘oliseum Sunshine Sammy 
1et halt (2-5) Benny Ross 
Fortunello & Cirill ieee & B 
Three err) Audrey Wyckoff 


Maker 


Cc 


Ingenues 
(Two to fill) 


P 


‘Walter Walters 


2a half (6-8) 
& Redford 


ass Mack & Owen Cl 


2a half (29-1) 


irate Queens Re 


Jack Whiting Co Li 


Kramer & Boyle 
Barney Rapp Orch 


Cc 


qOthers to fill) 


Fortunello & Cirill 
Hobart Bosworth 
(Three to fill) 


Fordham 
Ist half (2-5) 
alvert Irving & H 


2d half (6-8) 


Gl 
Vi 


2a half (29-1) 


Johnny Tyrell Co 6 


Joe Kelso 
Swanee & 


Daly 
1arles Melson 


Carl Freed 


DENVER 
Keith’s (2) 
ysette & Luttman 


Bud Harris 


ta Grey Chaplin 


Devito & Denny 
oe 


oria Lee & H 2 


ctor Oliver 


Nan Halperin 
Cass Mack & Owen 


DES MOINES 
Paramount 
2d half (6-8) 


Honey Fam 
Gus Mulcay 


Saxonettes 


Olive McClure INDIANAPOLIS 
Clark & Lester Lyric (2) 
Lyons & Snyder Donatella Bros Co 
Babe Egan Co Frank Devoe 
KLYN (Four to fill) 
Albee (2) KANSAS CITY 
Rio Rita Keith’s (2) 
(25 Benny Meroft Orch 
Wells & + Veve (25) 
Al hd he Ebony Follies 
ailiso Healy & Cross 
1st weit (2- 5) W & G Ahern 
On Wah Tr A & M Havel 
Lynn Canter LITTLE ROCK 
Lewis Mack Co Pulaski (2) 


Mills & Robinson 
Barney Rapp Co 


Ben Beyer 
Lillian Astaire 
Joe Young Co 
Gaieties Rev 
(One to fill) 


Berk Blair & Sawn 
Maker & Redford 
Sam Bernard Jr 


Marcus Rev 


Dance Olympics 


Sc 
2d half (6-8) 


Jo 


2d half (29-1) 


2d half (29-1) 


ATLANTA 
Keith’s (25) 





Van Cello & Mary 


ooter Lowry 


Barry’ & Whitlege 
Pearce & Veiie 


(26) 
hnny Dove Co 


Edith Dow 
Harry J Conley 
Paul Cadieux 
Dawn Sis 


LOS ANGELES 
Orpheum (2) 


Bob Hall Reems Rio & K 
Jack Shea Orch Gracie Barry 
ALBANY Larry Rich 
Palace (25 
Ist half (2-5) Bill Robinson Rev 
Hobart Bosworth LOUISVILLE 
Ingenues Rialto (2) 
(Three to fill) Joan Jerry & B 
2. half (6-8) Faber & Ford 
Nare Lockford Co | Chas Withers Co 
1rthur Lake Wills & Davis 
Cnherry Bi’ss’m & J|3 Bredwins 
(Two to fill) MEMPHIS 


Loew's State 
2a half (7-9) 


Dance Olympics 
Jack McBride Co 
Ilse Marvenga 











JACK POWELL 


PACKS A 


(10) Minutes (10) 


“SOCKO” 


SYNCOPATION 
Permanent Address 


LEDDY & SMITH 


PUNCH 











- 





Fred Keating (One to fill) 
Howard Fine & H MINNEAPOLIS 
Beehee & Rubyatte Keith’s (2) 
BOSTON H’ward Sadelle& B 
Keith’s (2) Lorraine & Digby 
Ralph Olsen Co Sidney Page 
Roxy LaRocca Thomas 5 


Smith & Puck 
Diamond Boys 


(25) 


Large & Morgner 


J & K Lee Sibylla Bowan 

Gus Van Milt Douglas 

Winnie & Dolly Peter Higgins 
(25) White & Manning 


K 


King Bros & Cully 


itayamas 


Alice Joy Co J 
Carl Shaw Co 

Everett Marshall 
Herb Williams J 
Ingenues Fe 


BUFFALO 


Hippodrome (2) 


NEWARK 
Keith’s (25) 
B & Aylse Cerf 


Bernice & Foran 
Bert Lytell Co 


& K Lee 

rry Corw ey 
NASHVILLE 
Princess (1) 


Homer Romaine Purl Show 
Casa & Lehn NEW ORLEANS 
Bert Lytell Co Keith's (2) 
Rosetta Duncan Johnny Dove Co 
Russian Reveis Edith Bow 

(25) Harry J Conley 
A &G Falis Dawn Sis & Cad’ux 
Eddie Garr (25 
Georges Carpentier | Vernon Rathburn 
‘Fatty’ Arbuckle Nelson & Knight 


Cherry Bi’ss'm & J 


Bob Ripa 


M 


Anatole’s 
"Fatty’ 
Hal LeRoy Ce 


Do 
CHICAGO Ro 


Paince (2) 


arty May 
Show boat 
Arbuckle 





wi 


n Zelaya 

y & Romero Rv 
OAKLAND 
Keith's (2) 


3 French Misses 
June Carr 
Nick Lucas 


Hie West & McG 





(25) 
Reems Rio & K 
Gracie Barry 
Larry Rich 
OMAHA 
Keith’s (2) 
Gloria Lee & H 2 
Vic Oliver 
Horace Heidt Orch 
(25) 


Benny Meroff Orch | 


PATERSON 
Regent 
half (2-5) 
Lucille & C 
Hager 
Ralph Cooper Bd 
(Two to fill) 
2d half (6-8) 
Bernice & Foran 
Harlan & St John 
On Wah Tr 
(One to fill) 
2d half (29-1) 
Frank Reckless Co 
Raynor Lehr 
Mary Hay Co 
Owen Moore 
Joe Morris Co 
PORTLAND 
Keith’s (2) 
3 Cossacks 
Cole Bros 
Harris 2 & 
Sid Marion 
Princess Wahleta 
(25) 


Ist 
Swan 
Clyde 


Loretta 


Lya & Wolf 
Bobbie May 
Don Santo & Exie 
Evans & Mayer 
Dave Jones & P 
PROVIDENCE 
Keith’s (2) 
M’rand Girton & H 
Raynor Lehr 
Frank Ellis Co 
Leon Janney 


| Willie 











SAN FRANCISCO 
Orpheum ,{2) 
DeW'if M’tc’ & F 
Madeline Patriée 
Raymond Wilbert 

Fred Sanborne 
Golden Blondes 
(25) 
3 French Misses 
June Carr 
Nick Lucas 
West & McG 
SEATTLE 
Keith’s (2) 
Clemons Belling 
Al Abbott 
Harrison & Elmo 
Joe Herbert 
B & R Goman Rev 
(25) 
3 Cossacks 
Cole Bros 
Harris 2 & 
Sid Marion 
Wahletka 
SIOUX CITY 
Orpheum 
Ist half (2-4) 
Honey Fam 
Gus Mulcay 
6 Saxonettes 
ST. PAUL 
Keith’s 
Ist half (2-5) 
Large & Morgner 
Sibylla Bowan 
Milt Douglas 
Peter Higgins 
White & Manning 
Ist half (25-28) 
Jimmy Burchill Co 
Neal Sis 
Rath Bros 
Johnny Perkins 
TRENTON 
Capitol 
Ist half (2-5) 
Bernice & Foran 


Loretta 





JEROME MANN 


July 8, Loow’s, 
be Bis 
State, 


Boston; 
23rd, Orpheum, 
New York. 

So Long ’Til 


16th, Loew's. Montreal; 
New York; 30th, Loew's 


Next Season 








Buster West Co 
3 Whippets 


(25) 
Crystal .3 
Ralph Olsen Co 


Harry Savoy 
Ben Bernie Bd 


ROCHESTER 
Keith’s (2) 
Arthur LeFleur Co 

Slate Bros 

Altce Joy 

Withers & Moran 

Seiler & Wills 
(25) 

Model Bakers 

Jack Pettet & B 

Al K Hall 

Hobart Bosworth 


Harlan & St John 
Cherry Bl’ss’m & J 
(Two to fill) 
2d half (6-8) 
Swan Lucille & C 
Clyde Hager 
Ralph Cooper 
(Two to fill) 
2d half (29-1) 
Ed Blum & Sis 
Casa & Lehn 
Lew Follock Co 
Lander Bros 
Don Valerio 
TROY 
Keith’s (2) 
Marcus Rev 
(2) 
3 Whippets 
Casa & Lehn 





Irvin O’Dunn 








Loew 





Don Valerio 
Geo D Washington 
Frank Ellis Co 
Brems Fitz & M 
Cunningham & C 
PHILADELPHIA 
le (2) 
Stuart & Lash 
Glorious Girls 
(Three to fill) 
(25) 


4 Robeys 

Bob Nelson 

Jack Usher Co 

Lewis & Moore 

Ross & Edwards 

Earl Lindsey Rev 
Mastbaum (24) 

Dick Powell 

Songwriters on P’de 

J & M Mason 





Roscoe Ates 


Anna May Wong 
WASHINGTON 
Earle (1) 


Sam Krevoff Co 

Herman Hyde Co 

Jack Mulhall Co 

Geo D Washington 
(24) 


Kituros 

4 Queens 
Herman Timberg 
Jordon & Woods 


WATERBURY 

Strand (25-26) 
McDonald & P 
Tyler Mason 
Lewis Mack Co 
Morton & Parks 
Corinne’s Co 
Archer & Jackson 
Chas Hart’s Co 





Fanchon & Marco 





BROOKLYN 
Fox (2) 
‘Reflections’ [I 
Al Robbins 
Marietta 
Ward & Pinkie 
Don Neece 
Sunkist Ens 
Chalmers cons 
BALTIMORE 
Century (2) 
‘On the Riviera’ 
C Montenegro 
Rea Donahue & U 
Edwin ‘George 
Lottie Mayer Jr 
Agnes Knox 
Sunkist Ens 
BOSTON 
Metropclitan (2) 
‘Veils’ 
Zelda Santley 
Conrad's Pigeons 
Edna Enrico 
Madeline Schmid 
Merna Fortune 
Sunkist Ens 
CHICAGO 
Chicago (2) 
‘Mystery’ I 
Michon Bros 
Duval 
Wynn Wayne 
Sunkist Ens 
Tivoli (2) 
‘Exotique’ I 
P & N Ghezzi 
Lynn Cowan Co 
Ramon & Virginia 
Sunkist Ens 
Uptown (2) 
Tahiti’ I 
Reri 
Bernardo De Pace 
Celine Lescar 
Gresham & Blake 
Park & Clifford 
Gus Elmore 
Sunkist Ens 
Mills Bros 
CINCINNATI 
Albee (2) 
Cherry Blossoms’ I 
Frank Gaby 
tno Tr 
Dorothea 
Jue Wung 
Sunkist Ens 
DES MOINES 
Paramount (2) 
‘Malibu Beach’ I 
Raquel Torres 


Wilfrid Du Bois 

Jack Lester 

Lucille 

Sunkist Ens 
MILWAUKEE 
Wisconsin (2) 


‘Trixie Friganza’s’ 
Moro & Yaccoelly 
Stadler & Rose 3 
Paul Howard 


Bunny Bronson 
Ruth Layne 
Mark Pepper 
Keene 2 
NEW HAVEN 
Paramount (2) 
‘Chains’ I 
Gold & Raye 
Paul Mall 
Frank Stever 
Kareis & Kay 
Georgene & Henry 
Sunkist Ens 
NFW ORLEANS 
State (2) 
‘Slavique’ I 
Sam Hearn 
4 Clovers 
Pallenberg’s Co 
Brock & Th’mpson 
Patsy Marr 
Laurell & Ted 
La Vonne Sweet 
Sunkist Ens 
OAKLAND 
Paramount (1) 
‘Desert Song’ 
Perry Askam 
Elvira Tanzi 
Chas Boyle 
John Merkyl 
Nennette Vallon 
Jean Woodside 
Bob McCoy 
John Wagner 
PHILADELPHIA 
Fox 


Brox Sis 

Niles 

Novak & Fay 

Mildred Perlee 

Lewis 

Sunkist Ens 
PORTLAND 
Paramount (2) 

‘Birthday Party’ 

Sylvia Clark 

F & W Lassiter 

Morgan & Stone 

Bobby Kuhn 





Svivia Sharp 








: July 8, 





Minneapolis 





‘Town & Country’ I 








NEW YORK CITY 
Capitol (30) 
Gordon _Reed & K 


Buck - Bubbles 
Boulevard 
Ist half (2-5) 
Millart & Millicent 
Al Norman 
Meryl & Lane 
Frank D’Amore Co 
Carter Bros Rev 
2d half (6-8) 





Sylvia Clement 
Andrini Bros 
ASTORIA 
Tribors 
Ist half (2-5) 
Wing Wah Tr 
Jean & Angie 
Ward Wilson 
Joe Morris Co 
2d half (6-8) 
Stone & Lee 
Flynn & Macke 
(Three to fill) 











OFFICIAL DENTIST TO THE N. V. A. 


DR. JULIAN SIEGEL 


1560 Broadway 
This Wk.; Dorothy McNulty, Ethel Lowe 











Jean & Augie 
Bob Murphy 
(Three to fill) 
Orpheum 
ist half (2-5) 
5 Mediums 
Fliynn & Mercke 
Bob Murphy 
(Two to fill) 
2a half (6-8) 
Mangean Girls 
Coscia & Verdi 
J & GW Renne 
(Two to fill) 
Paradise (1) 
Gordon's Dogs 
Evelyn Wilson Co 
Novello Bros 
Block & Sully 
Cab Calloway 
State (2) 
Maxime & Bobby 
Colby & Murray R 
Maddox & Max 
Bernice Claire 
Herman Timberg 
Kikutas 
BROOKLYN 
Gates Ave. 
Ist half (2-5) 
Dauntless 
Donovan Sis & B 
Edgar Bergen Co 
Lillian Morton 
(Two to fill) 
2d half (6-8) 





BALTIMORE 

Century (2) 
Goss & Barrows 
Wesley Eddy 


STON 
Keith’s (2) 
Slim Timblin 
T & B Wonder 
Geo Dormonde Co 
12 Hale Cycle Girls 
W E Ritchie 
Orpheum (2) 
Redford & Wallace 
Rogers & Williams 
Weist & Stanton Co 
Radcliffe & Rogers 
Y'gst’rs of Y'st'rd’y 
DETROIT 
Michigan (2) 
J'nny Weissmuller 
Jack Pepper 
Madeline Berlo 
4 Diving Girls 
Mack Harold & B 
Jeanne Devereaux 
JERSEY CITY 
Loew's (2) 
J & M Mason 
Zingoni 
Brems Fitz & M 
Pat Rooney & Jr 
N TG 
MONTREAL 
Loew’s (2) 
>» & Johnson 
Bob Robison 











Al Norman Rio Bros 
Ray Shannon Co Chaney & Fox 
Carter Bros Co Joe Griffin 
Frank D’Amore Co (One to fill) 
(One to fill) NEW JERSEY 
Metropolitan (2) Palisade Park (2) 
Buster Shaver Co Kay Hamlin & K 
Ben Alley Hedder & Emily 
Harry Rose Ed & J Martinez 
Frescott WASHINGTON 
Benny Davis Rev Palace (2) 
Valencia (1) Stone & Vernon 
Karoli & Swanson Cardini 
Bill Telaak 3 McCann Sis 
Ethel Merman Russell Armstrong 
George Sidney Russell Hicks 
ELIZABETiL | (Two to fill) 
Ritz 2d half (5-7) 
Ist half (1-4) | McDonald & P 
Joe DeLier 2 Delivery Boys 
Roy Sedley Co | (Three to fill) 
Arthur Petley Co ° 2d half (28-30) 


Bernie & Walker 
Renee Torres 
Gilbert Bros 
HMenry Therrien 
Sunkist Ens 
ETROIT 
Fox (2) 
‘Rhapsody in R* 
Billy Gray 
Betty Fraser 
Paul Sydeli & 8 
Johnny Bryant 
Crawford & Caskey 
Markert Ens 
HOLLYWOOD 
Pantages 
Ist half (3-6) 
‘Edwards Radio §’ 
Eddie Bruce 
4 Albee Sis 
Billy Aronson 
Kay Fayre 
Tony Pagliacci 
John Tio 
108 ANGELES 
Loew’s State (1) 
‘KBX Bombay’ I 
Flo Lewis 
Pasquali Bros 
G'ylenne & D’rayne 
O'Connor Fam 
MADISON 
Orpheum (2) 
‘Chicago Fairest’ 
Bayes & Speck 
Natine 
Russian Canine Co 
Beth Lewis 
Carlye Bennett 
Lucille & La Verne 
Chicago Fairest 
PHIS 
State (2) 
‘Manhattan’ I 
Jack Sidney 
Swor & Goode 


SAN DIEGO 


Fox 
1st half (3-5) 
Ubangi’ I 
Gilda Gray 
Roy Cummings Co 
Fields & Bell 
Crosby Bros 
SAN FRANCISCO 
Fox (1) 
Ted Lewis Bd 
SEA 
5th Ave. (2) 
‘Buddies’ I 
Johnny Burke 
Nina Olivette 
Les Everson 
Jack Irwin 
John McAvoy 
ST. LOUIS 
Fox (2) 
‘Impressions’ I 
Natacha Nattova 
4 Flushers 
Ducalion 
Joe Rose 
Corinne 
Sunkist Eng 
TORONTO 
Imperial (2) 
‘Gobs of Joy’ I 
Arthur ‘Pat’ West 
Lee Port & D 
Pablo 
Rimer Herling 
Rose Marie Carter 
Myrna Modie 
Sungist Ens 
VANCOUVER 
ye (2) 
‘M M Mouse’ I 
rw Rogers 
Sanna & Loomis 
Foster & Van 





Monty & Carmo 
Tecots Novelle 





LONDON 





Canterbury M. H. 
Ist half (27-29) 
Harry Hemsey 
Nicol & Martin 
2d half (30-2) 
Marini & Maurice 
Con Kenna Bros 


Victoria Palace 
Carson Robinson 
B & E Newell 
Scott Sanders 
Les Storks 
Howard & Rogers 
Ethel Hook 
3 Wiere Bros 
Dare & Yates 
BRIXTON 
Astoria 
Jack Hylton Bd 
CLAPTON 
Rink 
Ist half (27-29) 
Fynch & Foulkes 
Marini & Maurice 
2d half (30-2) 
Fisher & Ariani 
Harry Hemsley 
EAST HAM 
Premier 
Frank & Albert 














Little Doreen 


Week of June 27 


EDGEWARE 
Grand 

7 Elliotts 

Rome & Romane 

FINSBURY PARK 
Astoria 

3 Pirates 

Max & Eddie 

Robt Algar 

Olive Delmar 
Empire 

P Mackey & Bd 

Gladdy Seweli 

A J Powers 

Cingalee 

Duncan Gray 

Ruby Sis 

Finlay & Andre 

Stevens & Him 


HAMMERSMITH 
Palac 
Dolinoff & Kaya §S 

Leslie Strange 
KILBURN 
Grange 
ist half (27-29) 
Fisher & Ariani 
Charlie Higgins 
2d half (30-2) 
Howe & Young 
Albert & Kenee 


RD. 








Picture Theatres ; 





NEW YORK CITY 
Paramount (24) 

Rudy Vallee 

Ethel Mermen 

W & EB Howard 

Ray Bolger 

Mr & Mrs Crawf'rd 

Rubinoff 

‘Man from Y’'sr’rdy’ 

Roxy (24) 

Ann Pennington 

Roy Smeck 

Keller Sis & L 

Patricia Bowman 

Ted Healy 


‘Consuelo Gonzales 


Paul Jones 
Steve Savage 
Anna Chang 
Judy & Cheron 
Julian Hall 
Roy Bradley 
Dorothy June 
‘What Prfce H'd’ 
CHICAGO 
Chicago (1) 
Thurston Co 
‘Make Me a Star’ 
Oriental (1) 


George Jessel 














‘Bachelor Affairs’ Francis Williams 
BROOKLYN Block & Sully 
Paramount (24) Gordon Reed & K 
Ed Lowry ‘Red Headed W'm’' 

Chilton & Thomas DETROIT 
Sophie Tucker Fisher (24) 
‘Thunder Below’ Franklin D'Amore 
BUFFALO Chaney & Fox 
Buffalo (24) Al Norman 
‘Star Night’ Joe Griffin 
Betty Compson Benavie 
Danny Beck ‘Winner Take All’ 
MILE END PECKHAM 
Empire Palace 
Ist half (27-29) 4 Bennos 
Howe & Young Geo Betton 
Cor Kenna Bros Tower 
2a half (30-2) Helen Birney 
Charlie Higgins Jules Cheroy & Ptr 
Nicol & Martin > Ss 
NEW CROSS tae oo a, SH 
Empire David Poole 
Hines Mk a Brent Bros 
Sam y " 
Mamie Soutter ro 
Claude Lester roadway 
Jack Le Dair Seymour's Co 
Nitzuko Empire 
Norman Clare Dr Raymond 
Yoemans & Starr a Ingaiese 
Laurel Bros ender Tr 
Joyce & Shields Herskind 
Kinema Olrac Tr 
8 Forum Girls Iris ‘Carr 
Clare Solly Laurance Glen 
O & B Chatt Alvaretti & Jose 
OLD KENT Scotch Kelly 
Astoria STREATHAM 
Georgesco Bd Astoria 
LUTON Jack Hylton Bd 
Palace TOTTENHAM 
Murray & Mooney Palace 
Selkirk & Glyn 3 Van de Peears 
Lewis & Lawn Webb & Gratton 





RYAN and 


by request. 


NOBLETTE 


Spending two weeks’ vacation, not 











PROVINCIAL 





BIRMINGHAM 
Empire 


D 

Nat Mills & B 
Jones & Thomas 
Byron & Byron 
Raie De Costa 
Fred Culpitt 
Dawn Assheton 
Dean & Clifton 
Togo 
Regina Floria 

BRADFORD 

Alhambra 

Herschel Henlere 
Bobby Olrac 
Leon & Alys 
Jock McKay - 
Bert Weston 
Pell & Little 
3 — 


Nio 
CARDIFF 
Capitol 
Burke’s H V Orch 
Empire 
10 Liliy Girls 
El Rey & Ptn 
Willlams & Hayden 
DUBLIN 


Capitol 
De Bierre 
Danny Lipton 3 


Week of June 27 


Else Wallenda 
Gretl Vernon 
Charladies 
HULL 
Palace 
Syd Howard 
Hope & Ray 
Artemus 
Frank Lorden 
Van Dusen 
Dalton Sis 
Harmonica Bd 
Sandy Powell 
LEEDS 
Empire 
Linga Singh 
Sita Devi 
8 Jolly Girls 
Leo Sax 3 
Lloyd & Hill 
Vera Rudd 
Lily Moore 
Haig & Escoe 


Leap Year Waltzes 


Paramount 
‘Orchids’ 
Mangan Tillerettes 
Jack Francis 

LIVERPOOL 

* Empire 
Clapham & Dwyer 





Delvaines Mar’ts 











HARRY SAVOY, The 


MALE GARBO 


Dir. LEDDY & SMITH 








EDINBURGH 
Em 


re 
Kalka Stanley & M 
Lee Down 
Wright & Marion 
Boner & R’'therford 
Keneally Sis 
Red Fred 
Melburn 
Olive Gilbert 
GLASGOW 
Empire 
Muldoon & O'Shea 
Geo Jackley 
7 Hindustans 
Gerlys & Lysia 


Reg. Bolton 
Cotton Bd 
Lydia Dinz 
Mary Hagan 
Pierrotys 
Ernest Shannon 
SHEFTIELD 
Empire 
Chas Austin Co 
Larola 
Annison & Mator 
Arthur Pond 
Shory & Dalziel 
Effie & Sylvia 





Sammy Shields 
Vedras 





Cabaret Bills 





Beaux Arts 


Ruth Goodwin 
Ivon Bouvier 
Lee Gibson 

Betty Wilson 
race Mitchell 
Louis Barsoni 
Countess Barons! 


Central P’k Casino 


Veloz & Yolanda 
Eddie WDuchin Or 


Club Calais 
Jean Malin 
Lew Garcia 
Francis Dunn 
Arthur Budd 
Colleen Adams 
Enters & Borgia 

Connie’s Inn 


Don Redmond Or 

J’zzlips Richardson 

3 Little Words 

Alice Joyce 

Cora Green 

Baby Cox 

Glennie Cheesman 

Paul Meeres 

Lois Deppe 

Willie Jackson 

Bon Bon Buddies 
Cotton Club 

Aida Ward 

Henri Wessel 

Swan & Lee 

Anise Boyer 

Roy Atkings 

Peaches & Duke 

Brown & Mcuraw 


Orch 











NEW YORK CITY 


Nicholas Bros 
Leitha Hill 
Cab Calloway Orch 
H'llyw’d RKestaur’t 
Tommy Tucker Or 
Barron Judeth 
Faith Bacon 
Andre 4 
4 Climax’s 
Theo Thane 
John Walsh 

Nut Clab 
4 Eton Boys 
Nutsy Fagan 
Vie Dunne 
Joan Sennett 
Waish Bros 
Billie Lane 
La Belle Rose 
3 Crane Sis 
3 Tayior Sis 
Casper & Lake 
Bobbie Tremaine 
Cook Sis 
La Belle Rose 
Enoch Light Orch 


Oakland’s Terrace 


Ernie Vallee Orch 
Sylvia Henley 


Moliver Sis 
Ann White 
Arthur Hanson 
Helen Doyle 
Marie Atell 
Dorothy Croley 
Elleen Radigan 


Frances Mildren 
Keller Sis 
Ada Winston 


— 


Kitty O’Dare 
Sydney Hawkins 
Mildres & Maurice 
Jean St John 
Betty & Andre 


Gertrude Niesen 
Qld Vienna 


Florie Hutchison 
Gregory Grestrow 


ee nae ead 


6 Prater Singers Rita White 
Helen Polka Co Taft Grill 


Al Belasco 
Bela Leblov Orch 
Paramount Grill 
Beth Challis 
H'ly’w Collegians 
Melba Mason 
Osear Grogan 
Julie Jenner 
Rainbew Inn 
Chris Pender 
Selma King 
Ru‘tolph & Chicita 
Al Goldman 


Geo Hall Orch 
Village Barn 


Reilly & Comfort 
Pope & Thompson 
Bernice Short 
Elmer Turner $ 
Jimmy Baskette 
Bobby Sawyer 
Norman Astwood 
4 Blazes 

Alma Smith 
Crockett M’tneers 
Ted Faith & Kris 


oF eg on a 08 














Honey Maye Emily Day 
Frankie Freda Or Babs Perkins 
Russian Arts Sh'riff J’sh Medders 
B’shf'l H’k Warren 
Joe Morantz Orch Teddy Black Orch 
Renee & Laura 
Nickolas Hadarick Hunter Isle Inn 
Barra Birs Geo Owen Orch 
Misha Usanoff Buddy Kennedy 
Show Place Kerr R'usseaus & K 
Sammy Walsh  prel 
Sylvia Miller s atiy 
Eddie Joyce Pavillion Royal 
Val Vesto Smith Ballew Or 
RUSSIAN ART CIRCUS 


ALSO 


Monroe Bros. 
Fanchon & Marco Circuit 
Now 


Placed by LEDDY & SMITH 

















CHICAGO t”*” 
Cafe de Alex 


Marie Valday 
Maria Alvarez 


Inna Miraeva 
Vera Streleska 
Vova Prozenko 
Prin Gedevanova 


Enrico Clausi 
Gorde Birch Orch Marutsia Morozova 
l Jasha Yakovleft 
Dells Shura Petroff 
Ritz Bros < 
J & E Torrence Terrace Garden 


Joan Abbott 

Rome & Dunn 
Gus Arnheim Orch 
Edgewater Beach 
Irene Taylor 
Stanley Jacobson 
Dusty Roades 


Tex Morrisey 
Florrie O'Day 
Reynolds Sis 

Libby & Katya 

Joe Cassidy 
Frankie Masters Or 


Lincoln Tavern 


Emil DeSolvi 
Harlan Hassburg Louise Cook 
Chas Agnew Orch | Ivy Anderson 


Kid Charleston 
Fredi & Moriet 
Earl Burtnett Or 


Vanity Fair 
Jack White 
Julia Gerity 
LaFayette & LaV 
Genevieve Tigh 
Leo Wolf Orch 


Frolics 


Romo Vincent 
Rose & Kay Lyte 
Lillian Barnes 
Yvonne Morrow 
Ruby Shaw 
George Devron Or 
Russian Village 
George Nelldoff 


Hollywood 


(Continued from page 6) 
from personal funds of Howard 
Hughes. House was operated by 
Hughes-Franklin chain. 

















Banks Uncertain, Blows 
Uncertain as to his attitude 
toward working in pictures. Leslie 
Banks turned down term contract 
with Radio. Actor now to New 
York. 


ee 





U Renews Hofton 
After working in nine pictures 
within six months, Russell Hopton 
was renewed by Universal. 





Bronston’s Brainstorm 

Douglas Bronston, status un- 
known, proposes to help the unem- 
ployed Hollywood actor help him- 
self by organizing an army of ac- 
tors 1,000 strong to barnstorm the 
country and stage mammoth shows. 
Excess profits would be turned over 
for unemployed relief in towns 
played. 


SO ten ae Semen Nea te Stratego 


repent 
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Col’s Femme ‘Tarzan’ i 

Success of Metro’s ‘Tarzan’ has 

decided Columbia on a similar type 
of story with a girl lead. 





Brabin Gets Barrymores 
Charles Brabin replaces Raoul 
Walsh on direction of three Barry- 
mores in ‘Rasputin’ at Metro, 
Walsh gets another assignment. 





Radio borrowed Sam Mintz from 
Paramount for scréen treatment on 
‘Little Orphan Annie.’ 


Pathe’s Hi-Hat | 
Because of Pathe’s policy pro- 4 
hibiting small time indies and pro- i 
ducers of shorts use of the plant, 
Nat Ross was forced to seek other 
quarters after using studio to make 
serial for Van Beuren. 


Par’s 41 Writers 
Addition of Jack Cunningham, 


2 ere engine 


— 





Dan Totheroh and Walton Hall 
Smith increases Paramount writ- 
ing staff to 41. 





Schmeling-Sharkey Films 
Pictures of the Schmeling-Shar- 
key fight being offered theatres 
here. Smuggled in to evade federal 
statutes. 


Film Technicians Local 683 has 
established its own hous organ. 





Harry Bailey For Milwaukee 
Harry 
road manager 
& Marco 


Sailey has 
with 
shows, 
Blossoms 


resigned as 
the Fanchon 
handling the 
‘Cherry Idea’ to take @ 
managerial post with RKO operat- 
ing the Riverside, Milwaukee. 





Bailey made the shift in New 
York, He replaces Frank Thayet, 


, a | 
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White Russians, Awaiting Restoration, 
Subsist in Hollywood with Nite Club 





Hollywood, June 27. 

Unique in the roster of Hollywood 
clubs is the Russian-American Art 
Club, organized four years ago by 
the late Michael Vavitch as a meet- 
ing place for ‘white’ Russians who 
fled Russia following the Red revo- 
lution. 

Rules of the club have been 
stretched recently to admit Ameri- 
can members. Total membership is 
around 150, with about 40% Rus- 
sians. Club has become one of the 
fav night spots for picture people 
who go for the Russian cuisine and 
entertainment. 

Of the Russians who are mem- 
bers some are former officers of 
the Czar’s army though they 
rarely mention this. In most 
eases their English is limited, and 
a number of them have been mis- 
quoted about the death of the Czar 
and his family. To save embarrass- 
ment they keep still about their 
former grandeur. 

Most cf them are broke. They 
manage to get a few days of picture 
work each month, but the proceeds 
of the club supply what else they 
need. Memory of their past is still 
paramount, so much so that they 
have voted against working in 
Metro’s forthcoming Russian pic- 
ture, ‘Rasputin,’ because they claim 
in some sequences the honor of the 
Czar and his family is treated 
lightly. 

Members are on the watch for 
spurious Russian nobility continu- 
ally popping up in Hoilywood. 
Peculiar enough, only one member 
of the club is of roval blood—Dr. 
Alexander Galatzen, a Prince. Only 
other royal blood flowing in Russian 
veins in Hollywood is Prince Yucca 
Trubetzkoy, at present in Europe. 
Trubetzkoy is not recognized as a 
Rugsian by the United States gov- 
er ent as he was born in Boston, 
but the Russians in Hollywood ac- 
cept him as their superior. 

Despite they are exiles from their 
native land, the members cling to 
all the traditions. One member, 
third in command of the Russian 
army before the revolution, is ad- 
dressed as ‘Your Excellency.’ But 
when Americans are around they 
call each other by their last names. 

Members have little to say about 
the present Russian regime, but 
claim they are ready and willing to 
fight to wipe out the Reds when the 
time comes. In almost every city in 
the country there is a branch of the 
Royal Officers society, all former of- 
ficers in the Czar’s army. This or- 
ganization, with headquarters in 
Paris; hopes some day to lead the 
revolution against the Reds. 

Clubhouse is a former residence 
in the heart of Hollywood. Remod- 
elling of the building was done by 
members. Cafe is a candle-light 
room with a 300 capacity. Saturday 
and Wednesday evenings members 
entertain with a revue of typical 
Russian character. Everybody does 
hocks, everybody wears a red putty 
nose, and everybody sings peasant 
songs. Entertainment is contribu- 
uted. 

Food is Russian, with the high- 
light of the meal the serving of a 
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Splinter Money 





Los Angeles, June 27. 

Local courts upheld the 
claim of J. Langdon for 
workingmen’s compensation 
for injuries suffered to his 
wooden leg. 

Law now reads that when 
a worker’s artificial leg is 
broken beyond repair it is in- 
jury and disability. 











Play Scarcity 





(Continued from page 5) 
are classed in the outstanding hit 
class. 

It is to be noted that not a single 
musical was purchased for films out 
of the 1931-32 legit crop, yet ‘Of 
Thee I Sing’ won the Pulitzer prize, 
the first time a musical took that 
honor. 

Another musical, ‘Cat and Fiddle,’ 
has been under consideration by 
film companies notably Fox but so 
far not bought. 

The $500,000 expended by filmdom 
on the legit plays of the past sea- 
son can be counted against only 12 
of the number. Remaining three, 
namely, ‘Child of Manhattan,’ ‘Brief 
Moment,’ and ‘Merry Go Round,’ 
were bought on a co-op basis by 
Columbia with the legit owners 
sharing out of the profits. 

As far as known those plays ac- 
tually bought and pail for with 
their accepted figures in the trade 
are: 

‘Counsellor-at-Law’ (U)....$100,000 


‘Reunion in Vienna’ (MG).. 90,000 
‘Blessed Event’ (WB)...... 66,000 
‘Animal Kingdom’ (Radio).. 60,000 
‘Cynara’ (Goldwyn)....e«e. 60,000 
‘Jewel Robbery’ (WB)...-«c« 30,000 
‘Society Girl’ (Fox)...ccecse 30,000 
a eM 2 ee « 35,000 
‘Whistling in the Dark’ (U). 25,000 
‘Church Mouse’ (WB)...... 20,000 
‘Two Seconds’ (WB)...+.. 20,000 
‘Wild Waves’ (Par)........ 20,000 


Another, ‘The Good Earth’ has 
gone to Metro although not yet pro- 
duced. M-G-M is aiding in the fi- 
nancing of this legit production as 
it did with ‘Grand Hotel’ a season 
ago. 





meat course on the end of a sabre. 
M. Bessoff's Russian orchestra 
supplies the music. Band was in 
Florida until recently and whips out 
good hot music for dancing, though 
the instruments are all of the three- 
cornered Rusgian guitar type. M. c. 
for each evening is chosen from the 
American members of the club. On 
the night caught, Simeon Aller, non- 
pro, handled the announcements. 
Decorations in the club are by 
artist members and is allegorical 





figures from Russian folklore. 
Call. 


JUICE JOINT PREMIERE 


Harvey Gibson to Lead Citrus 
Drink First-Nighters 








Opening of a new fangled orange 
juice stand in the corner of the 
Mayfair theatre building will take 
place tomorrow evening. It will be 
the nature of a benefit for the Ac- 
tors Dinner Club and among those 
| slated to be present is Harvey Gib- 
|son, head of New York's unem- 
; ployment relief. 

Show girls will sell oranges in 
|the vicinity of the theatre, each 
‘fruit being tagged with numbers. 
Prizes will be given. 





| 


MARRIAGES 


Hal Shubert to Marguerite Weg- 
ley in New York, June 29. Bride is 
an actress. Groom in radio. 

Addie McPhail to Roscoe Ar- 
buckle, June 21, in Erie, Pa. 

Anne Gulick, 34, concert pianist, 
and Reinhold Faelten, 76, her in- 
structor, were married June 16 at 
Cambridge, Mass. 

Ann O'Rourke, night club enter- 
tainer, to Frederick Durocher, non- 
pro, June 20, in Hartford, Conn, 

Henry J. Reiner, National Screen 





Service, engaged to Claire Stark, 
non-pro. 

Roberta Robinson and Walter 
O’lreefe, June 24, in New York. 


Both on stage. 

Ruth Ziene to Abe Ludacer, June 
19, in the Bronx. Ludacer is as- 
sistant manager of the Boston Road 
theatre. 

R. R. Adams, publicity director 
for the Paramount, Denver, will be 
married in near future to--Jean 
Hoskins, r.on-pro, 

E. M. Orowitz, radio exploita- 
tion man, to Peggy O'Neill, dancer, 
June 11, in Long Island City. 

Virginia Pohlman, non-pro, to 
William Hargraves, in Los Angeles, 
recently. Bridegroom is singer on 
KHJ staff. 

Eunice Chapin to John F. Larkin 
Monday (27), in Glendale, Calif. 
Miss Chapin is a novelist and Co- 
lumbia contract writer. Larkin is 
a playwright. 

Lindsay McPhail, composer, to 
Mrs. Hazel F. Hindman in New 
York. 

William Zwissig and Flora Ca- 
vigiolo, non-pro June 18 in San 
Francisco. Bridegroom is manager 
of the Geary (legit). 

Monroe Upton and Bernadine 
Holdridge in San Francisco on 
June 25. Upton is on artist staff 
of NBC there, while bride is ‘Ba- 
bette,’ fashion writer on Hearst's 
‘Examiner.’ 





BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. William L. Picaro, 
daughter, in Brooklyn. Father is 
member of the Five Saltes (vaude). 

Daughter to Mike Lally, RKO- 
Radio assistant director, at Cedars 
of Lebanon hospital, Los Angeles, 
June 26. The mother is Pauline 
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Dine and Dance Amid the 
Light and Airy Breezes 


26 stories above the scorching pave- 
ments of the city. With a beautiful 


@ NOBLE SISSLES e@ 


Internationally Famous Band 


And Other Entertainment Features 
Targest Single Rooms in New York with Baths 


Phone Circle 7-8000 


56thSt. at 7th Ave., New York City 


a H. A. LANZNER, General Manager 


Wagner, screen actress. 


In Our 


Garden<< 


OLD NEW YORK’S 


the Tunes of 


for $3.50 














Diary of 


Tuesday, June 28, 1932 


a Stooge 


By Claude Binyon 





Los Angeles, Monday. 
Boy, what a place Mr. Bowery has 
in Hollywoodland! I moved in to- 
day like he invited me to, and a 
colored man named Napoleon who 
works for Mr. Bowery showed me 
my bedroom. 

It's the biggest bedroom I ever 
saw, and I have a bathroom all to 
myself where I can stand in a little 
room and take a shower if I don’t 
want to lie down in the bath tub. 
The bathroom is purple and green 
and makes me feel like a lady, but 
it sure is swell. 

Napoleon stood around while I 
unpacked my things and he said I 
have less clothes even than he has. 
I told him all actors have just two 
suits so they won't have to pay a 
big freight bill when they travel. 
Then he asked me what was the 
stuff all over my purple suit that 
made it so stiff, and I explained to 
him that I used to be a stooge for 
Mr. Bowery and that Mr. Bowery 
hired another stooge nained Scara- 
mouche to throw tomatoes at me. 
Napoleon laughed and he has a lot 
of big white teeth. He is a nice 
fellow. 

Mr. Bowery didn't come home 
from the studio until eight o’clock 
tonight and he was pretty tired, but 
Napoleon had a big dinner for him 
and I, 

While we were eating I told Mr. 
Bowery I had tried to do an act all 
alone at the RKO and ruined the 
show by mistake and stepped on my 
banjo. Bowery asked me what kind 
of an act I did, so I recited the 
whole thing to him and he almost 
slid under the table laughing. It's 
a pity he wasn’t at the theatre when 
1 did it. 

He says he is going to see if he 
can get me in at the studio, and that 
Tillie is doing wonderful in the pic- 
ture. Then he asked me what was 
the matter between Tillie and me 
because she keeps asking him about 
me, 

‘There are some things, Mr. Bow- 
ery,’ I said to him, ‘that a gentle- 
man prefers not to talk about.’ 

Mr. Bowery saluted me like a gol- 
dier and we ate some more, 





Los Angeles, Tuesday. 
This fs the best time I ever had, 
living in Mr. Bowery's house, I can 
look out of my bedroom window and 
see Hollywood way down below me, 
making me feel like I was in an air- 
piane, 
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Robert Young, Margaret Perry, 
Stene 





BWVAY 
3 LAUREL & HARDY Comedy; 
Yasha Bunchuk's B'hd’yRev.; 
SF sx 3 Sailers; Vaugha de Leath; 
Eleanor 
Powell 


Thurs., Jean Harlow in The Red-Headed Woman 


LOEW $ swaveesser 





with Ramon NOVARRO 


Vaudevilie—‘“‘The Street 
Singer’ (Arthur Tracy) 











SEVENTH AVENUE 


O X AT 60th STREET 
TED HEALY 


Ann Pennington, Roy Smeck, 
Keller Sisters and Lynch 
Sensational Spectacle “Victory” 
On Screen—ADOLPHE MENJOU 
in “BACHELOR'S AFFAIRS” 








“One of the finest plays of 
the year, subtle, beautiful 
and tender.”—Atkinson, Times. 


“Another Language” 


with Glenn Anders, Margaret Wycherly, 
Dorothy Stickney, John Beal 
BOOTH Theatre, 45th St.. W. of B’way. 
Evs. 8:50. Mats. Wed. & Sat., 2:40 
EXTRA MAT. MONDAY, JULY 4 

















Lombardo Affects Food 


iuy Lombardo comes back to the 
Pavilion Royal for John Steinberg 


July 14 succeeding Smith Ballew. 
For the Lombardoites’ engage- 
ment, the weekday and weekend 


minimum check will be tilted to 
$2.50 and $3 a head as against $2 
and $2.50. No couvert otherwise. 








Before he left for the studio this 
morning Mr. Bowery gave me some 
money to deposit in the bank for 
him, because he trusts me, and also 
gave me a list of things to buy at 
the drug store. I walked all the 
way to Hollywood downhill, but my 
legs got so tired that i tad to take 
the bus back up. Then in the after- 
noon I helped Napoleon in the 
kitchen, because Mr. Bowery was 
having some guests, and Napoleon 
sang a lot of funny songs that may- 
be I will use in my act if I ever go 
back in vaudeville. 

Four people came home with Mr. 
Bowery for dinner, two girls and 
two men, and I recognized one of 
the girls as Gloria Stark, the star. 
The men were directors named Mr. 
Cline and Mr. Sweet, and we had a 
fine dinner. While we were eating, 
Mr. Bowery asked me to tell the 
folks my act, so I did, and they 
laughed like Mr. Bowery laughed. 
Then when we went into the living 
room he asked me to play my banjo 
and I reminded him that I had put 
my foot through it. 

I went up to my room after a few 
minutes and looked at the lights in 
Hollywood. . I made me feel good, so 
I wrote in my diary and now I'm 
going to bed. 

This is the way a king must feel. 





Los Angeles, Wednesday. 

Mr. Bowery is the best man that 
ever lived. He bought me a new 
banjo with lots of silver on it! 

I couldn’t believe my eyes when 
I saw it and I thanked Mr. Bowery 
over and over. Then he made me 
play it for him and it sounded just 
like an organ would sound if an ore 
gan sounded like a banjo. 

Mr. Bowery said they were cut- 
ting down at the studio on account 
of how conditions are bad, so he 
couldn't get me in right now. I told 
him that was all right, not to worry. 

‘How would you like to be my 
private secretary?’ he asked me out 
of a clear sky. I told him that 
would be great if he told me what a 
secretary does. So he took me into 
the library and showed me a stack 
of bills that were supposed to be 
paid and a lot of mail that wasn’t 
even opened because he was so 
busy. 

‘You sort that stuff and give me 
all the personal mail that you think 
I should see,” he told me. 

‘Can I have the other mail that 


(Continued on page 40) 
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RA Broadw: 
AYFAIR 47th Street” 
HELD OVER 2ND WEEK! 


**&**k FOUR STARS 
Daily News. 


FRANK BUCK’S 
“BRING ’EM 
BACK ALIVE” 


RKO Radio Picture Produced 
y Van Beuren Corporation 








PALACE B'way & 47th St. 


JAMES MELTON 
FRANCES WHITE—MLLE. ANN CODEE 
HAROLD STERN & ORCH. 
and Six Other *% Acts 


EVES. ex. Sat., AFTS. 
Sun. and Hei., Mon. to Fri. 
25¢-75c-$1 25¢-35e-50¢ 









SOth ST. ees sete 
ae te Fri., June 29-July { 
STRANGE LOVE OF 
MOLLY LOUVAIN” 
with 


Ann 
DVORAK and TRACY 


Es 
\ 
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On Broadway 
Continuous Shows 


SI st ST. 


Wed. te Fri., June 29-3uly | 
“STRANGE LOVE OF 
MOLLY LOUVAIN” 


with 


Ann Lee 
DVORAK and TRACY 
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Two Noted Poker Clubs Celebratmg = 
_ rasa vom ‘Annis; Judge Fuchs Only Winner—Sl 


Wallace Circus to Waynesburg, Pa., + 


July 4, has led the joint committee 
of the county poor board and other A Double Bed 


relief groups to automatically 


Sey. June 28, 1932 


TEMES SQUARE VARIETY 


Grabbing Dimes from Kids Is Sideline 
For Gambling Ships Off West Coast 


Long Beach, Cal., June 27. 
A tribulation to Long Beach au- 








BIG HEARTED W. VA. 


| Town Ends Relief If Needy Go to 
Circus Or Pictures 























Five and 10 year anniversary 
dates will be celebrated shortly for 


Indirect Billing 














orities, Los Angeles county offi- terminate aid to any families mem- mie two’ poker game clubs started by 
one and all theatre operators here w i Face corm ag 27. bers of which go to the circus. ‘ a pice) on various writers, Broadway tage 
are the three gambling ships an-|| ,, ae outside Angelus The aid also ends if there is joy- | ne cra Pee” tedandnedl nents and show people. Elder is 
ehored four miles off Long Beach's emple suatontes that Aimee ||riding in autos or attending of mo- | from hates nar ie ae ae the Thanatopsis Literary and In- 
Unable to interfere because Semple McPherson is com- drunks off the racks Junior outfit is 


harbor. 
the ships are neither in the city nor 
eounty, the town’s business people 
are sitting by, watching a parade of 
dollars nightly trickle out of their 
hands to the boat operators. 

Until recently only two boats were 
in operation, the Rose Isle and Jo- 


tion picture shows. } side Straight Club. 
| called the Mutterers and Mumblers, 
presently, although they have called 
it the Oafs and Zanies. 

The rosters of both clubs take in 
some pretty well-known names. 
Thanatopsis included, at various 
times, Gerald Brooks, Herbert Bay- 


the company. The road claims 
| service is being interfered with 
| by the inebriates laying down 


FATTY NEEDED PA | a ea aes. ae 
AS MARRIAGE M.C. 





band’s wish that she use his 
name instead of her own, de- 
spite the draw attached to her 
name, | 
' 
| 


pletely carrying out her hus- 


Sign reads: ‘Rev. Mrs. David night's rest, says the railroad. 


L. Hutton, pastor.’ 


























i ' — ard Swope, George S. Kaufman, 
hanna Smith, Both are worn-out . if k V ur¢ i Sere . 
tubs which have been out of active Sh L cal G ° a Cleveland, June 27. ‘Out-o -LUC ictims ——, tegen — a 
service for years. ore 0 S ong in Roscoe Arbuckle finally had to — a ig s : 


Henry Wise Miller, Marc Connelly, 
F. P. Adams, Heywood Broun. This 
game, usually held on Thursday 
nights, takes place weekly uptown. 

Mutterers and Mumblers got its 
name from the antics of two seat 
holders whose habit has been and 
is to sit next to each other and mut- 
| ter and mumble out of the corner of 


j Two-Thirds Gambling 
Two months ago, the Monte Carlo 
was added to the fleet and is the 
most pretentious of the trio. No 
4 chance is missed to grab every cent 
i from the suckers; even the kids’ 
h dimes aren’t safe with wheels and 
slot machines, There are accom- 


| put his marriage plans into hands 
of a local theatre press agent, who 
framed his wedding to Addie Mc- 
Phaill in Erie, Pa., after Fatty haa 
flopped twice trying to stage the 
Lohengrin act without outside help. 

Mayor of Albany, N. Y., first re- 
fused to okay wedding. Reaching | up by 


Of Hollywood Bank 
Agitate ‘Hunger Trek’ 


Hollywood, June 27, 
‘Bonus army’ idea has been taken 
depositors of the defunct 


For Swell Beach Clubs 


On Panic Time Terms 











Long Branch, N. J., June 27, 
The beach clubs are offering more 














modations for 2,500 players at 35 p : | RKO Palace in Cleveland, he again | Hollywood Guaranty Building andj . Members ‘ 1 
games. Roulette is the fav with six for less this season, viet ao tar the applied for license but muffed it by | Loan Co. and preparations are now | pag Fagen ne poe aoane 
tables. Five dice tables operate.| response has been tepid. A swanky | giving prospective wife's address as | being talked of for a march on| hotel, include Manny Seff, Howard 
Others are black-jack, crapless dice| swim spot in the exclusive West|Los Angeles. Got turned down Sacramento to camp on the state | nenedict. Russel Crouse, Frank Hall, 
(everything but seven a_ point),| End section of Long Branch is down| again on grounds that state law | capitoi steps. | Walter Connolly, Ira Gershwin, with 


poker, chuck-a-luck, 
Indian dice. 

Once on the boat, the patrons are 
rousted around by a flock of hus- 
tlers who buttonhole everyone and 
drag them to the tables. Non-play- 
ers are spotted and given the elbow 
when they take up playing space. 
Games look on the square; it’s not 
necessary to put the squeezers on 
when the play is heavy. 

Dice looked like 
cubes, but all gambling houses here- 
abouts use them, Blackjack deal- 
ers serve from the hand. No boxes 
used in any of the card games. 
Dealers are strongarm in appear- 
ance and patrons get a short an- 
ewer if they question any action. 

Besides gambling, the Monte 
Carlo features a $1.50 dinner, a 
good buy, but it couldn’t pay divi- 
dends alone. Mustc for the dancing 
is furnished by Ed Moore’s nine- 
piece band. Boys call frequent at- 
tention to the kitty. 


Sure-Seat Taxi 

Transportation to and from the 
boats is by water taxi at 25 cents 
per round trip. Taxi owners take 
no chance and get theirs in advance. 
County officials have tried to stop 
these taxis, but have been unable 
to do anything. 

On a Sunday the Monte Carlo 
played to nearly 7,000 people. 


Dailey’s New Fikn School 
Known Only as Phone No. 


Los Angeles, June 27. 

U. M. Dailey, frequently under 
investigation by the Better Busi- 
ness Bureau, as well as by muni- 
cipal authorities for his operation 
of Hollywood Studios, an alleged 
training school for the screen, has 
launched a new venture. Dailey is 
advertising in a local daily for pic- 
ture talent, using the name of Cine- 

* mart Studios, giving only a phone 
number, and no street address. 

Newspaper lure promises prepara- 
tory training at ‘:bsolutely no cost’ 
to those accepted. Men, women and 
children are offered an interview 
as prospective taljent. 

Dailey’s Hollywood school was 
Washed up about two years ago. 
BBB is keeping close observance of 
his latest venture. 


hearts and 


percentage 








Belle Livingstone in S. F. 


San Francisco, June 27. 
That ole spinner of salty yarns, 
Belle Livingstone, has crashed into 
the cafe racket of this burg, taking 
Over the Show Boat, known pre- 
viously as the Apex and Mandarin, 
and located on edge of Chinatown. 
La Belle planning a big show and 
$1.50 covér charge, six bits higher 


— this town has paid since the 
re, 





‘IDEAL WIFE’ CONTEST 


Budapest, June 16. 
No more beauty contests. Instead, 
theatrical 


Storekeeper, ‘ideal wife’ from among 
Several hundred candidates. 


Tests for cookery, charm, intelli- 


£ence, practical housekeeping, nee- | 


dlework, dancing, ete. Got trous- 


seau and four weeks at seaside with | 


mamma, as prize. 





fan mag _ elected Elsie | 
Weinberger, daughter of provincial} 


makes a local residence or 30-day 
wait compulsory, although Arbuckle 
could have faked the address like 
many constantly on the road do. 
After his proposed wedding in 
night club of Phil Selznick’s, his 
friend, Arbuckle called in Frank 


to $50 membership with few takers. 
This place has a six-piece orches- 
tra. The fifty bux entitles four per- 
sons to use a bath house and all 
that goes with it. 

Another club is making a drive for 
members by distributing cards from ‘ 
pane tar 6 il The deferred pay- Hines of Palace and Al Gregg, p.a., 
ment plan is the lure here together | t© Save the day. Latter long-dis- 
with a band. In former years it tanced Erie newspaper friends, had 


was necessary to have three mem- them get mariage license clerk out 
, - 5 © ; - ire P oO 
bers in good standing propose new of ved and drove entire party t 


, ..| Erie for a 3:30 a.m. wedding. For 
or ra now all that's needed ts wedding breakfast they had ham- 


Sab bow Gane have eattest come of burgers and coffee at roadside bar- 
nProndellpe a . : becue stand. Addie’s weeding pres- 
the yokels who formerly only looked ent was $3,000 diamond ring. 
at the clubs and sighed. Now two Arbuckle hes @ western REO 
or three pool their resources, get 


, vaude tour to finish before start- 
some sport clothes and go big time. ing six comedy shorts, to be directed 
It’s not unusual to have a society : 


: and written by comedian, at War- 
dowager float into her grocer. 


ner’s Brooklyn studio about Aug. 
IS ‘KELLY’ SLIPPING? 





Guaranty Depositors’ Restoration 
Society 
state of California to make good 
the $8,000,000 swindied 
loan company by Gilbert Beesmeyer 
on the charge that the state was 
responsible for the doctored books 
not being discovered. 

Members of the Society intend 
carrying out the march similar to 
those of the bonus army of veterans. 
Will be tried as a last resort. 








Chicken an’ Trimmings— 


Minneapolis, June 27. 
One chain restaurant company 
with elaborate establishments is 
offering complete meals for 10 and 


15e. A half spring chicken fried in 
butter, with all the trimmings, 
costs 20c. 


Pie a la mcde is 5c and a choco- 
late malted milk the same. 








BRIDGE IN POOLROOMS 


more. 
Contract bridge in pool rooms is the 
latest. 





Various Times Square homes 


By Jack 


of caroms and kelly pool are now 


featuring bridge tables and free in- 
struction, this same feature coming 
from various angles. All are of re- 
cent vintage. 

Until the great bridge war this 
year, contract bridge to most pool- 
room inhabitants was in the same 
category as ping pong, but after the 
tidal wave of publicity came, inter- 
est awakened, finally leading to the 
addition of the card game to the 
parlors’ repertories. 

Another cause was the discovery 
that bridge, if played for small 
stakes, was not as expensive as the 
cue games. With the joints then 
adding the game to keep the ecus- 
tomers from staying home, While 
the pool retes are 60c an hour and 
up, a card table at the various bil- 
liard spots costs $1 an hour, or 25c 


THE NEW CHAMP, SHARKEY. 
(By Special Permission of the Copy- 
right Owner, Max Schmeling.) 





Tenth Row, Ringside 


Yes, we were there and won $23 
because we didn’t pay for our seat. 
Hate to infringe on our ‘Variety’ 
sports writer, ‘Toots’ Pulaski, but 
don’t think either of us saw a 
fight. 

We remember walking into a 
bewl with an approach having all 
the resemblance of Brighton Beach. 
Also remember sitting down on a 
very hard seat and then looking 
upon something Joe Humphries an- 
nounced for the heavyweight 
championship, which was a big sur- 


prise to everybody there. But the 
per player, cheaper than the other] contest finally finished. After all, 
game. Most of the bridge parlors| how long can a picture run at the 
provide instruction for those ask-| Globe? 


ing, and all of the places provide 
cards and score pads. 

Only the better pool places have 
taken up bridge so far. There’s no 
official pool-room bidding system 
yet. 


College Inn May Close 


Chicago, June 27. 

College Inn, trying toe hold out 
through the summer, is debating 
the question now with the odds in 
favor of shutdown until September. 

Joe Sanders’ orchestra closes at 
the Inn July 6, with no other band 
booking in sight for the spot. While 
Ben Bernie is anticipated back at 
his old stand in the fall there has 
been talk of Vincent Lopez com- 
ing in ahead, in event Bernie can’t 
make it in time. 


$750 for Baggage 


After Municipal Court Judge Car- 
lin failed to deliver his decision 
within the legal length of time, 
necessitating a retrial in New York 
of White and Manning’s. suit 


Arrived home and asked the fam- 
ily who they thought won. The 
wife answered, ‘Graham McNamee.’ 
Which makes us still without a 
champion and summer already here. 








From Wynn To Sarazen 
Ed Wynn wired Gene Sarazen he 
intended entering the Open at Fresh 
Meadow, but started praeticing at 
Lakeville and dug up so many 
worms he went fishing instead. 








Definition 
Manhattan Transfer...where hus- 
bands leave their sweethearts and 
go back to their wives. 





For What? 

Several people called me up the 
other day telling me they would 
furnish a bassinet. I wish they’d 
stop. Folks ought to know by now 
that I can’t play any instrument. 








Description 
Jack Lait describes Chicago as 
that place around the Sherman 
hotel. 





Craig’s Wife 
Richy Craig, Jr., 





‘by the hotel. | it, 





against the Hotel Plymouth, attor- 
neys for the litigants agreed to set- 
tle out of court. 

Suit was for $750 on baggage lost 


appearing in ‘Hey, Nonny, Nonny.’ 
His wife remarked the other night 
that due to the way show business 
is now she’s glad Richy’s o»t of | 


| 


happens to be | 


Tm Telling You 


Osterman 


~__— 


That’s Sumpin’ 

Rube Goldberg informs that golf 
has done some good. It’s gotten a 
lot of those fat people to take 
showers. 

It Must Have Been 

The guy who designed the pres- 
ent Mayfair theatre marquee must 
have been suffering with delirium 
tremens. 





That’s the Trouble 
A certain producer approached 
us and asked if we would like to 
go into his show, informing he 
loved us like a son. 
But his son gets 
We'd like a ‘salary.’ 


an allowance. 





Suggestion 

Harry Hershfield 
this country doesn’t need a new 
prosperity tune. 

Just don’t make us so weak that 
we'll be unable to stand up when 
they play the ‘Star-Spangled Ban- 
ner.’ 





Coincidence 
The last time we were with Al 
Wohlman he had a slight accident. 
Meeting him the other night, he 
said, ‘Jack, haven’t seen you since 
I cut my hand in St. Louis.’ And 
we hadn’t seen him since they cut 

our salary in New York. 





Ostermania 
Your columnist opens the Sea 
Breeze Beach Club to the public 


July 1...with his own band...it’s 
in Long Beach...a good thing ‘If 
Thee I Sing’ remains open...at 


least cab drivers can say, ‘This is 
the theatre traffic’...by the way, 
how soon does Radio City move 
from Lindy’s to its new quarters? 
...the making of ‘Rain’ as a film 
was postponed four days on acc’t of 


rain... Jacques (Camel Hour) 
Renard has a habit of rolling out 
of bed...You can imagine how 





tough it is 
Philadelphians are going there 
}& rest...and we love Jack 

|ford’s crack...‘I’m going to 
tired of the public before the 
‘lic gets tired of me’—ARE 

| READING? 


for 
Pick- 
get 
pub- 
you 


is attempting to get the! 


from the | 


suggests that | 


in Atlantic City when | 


Louis Sobol and Sid Skolsky oc- 
casional players. There’s also a list 
of many who have played but 
| dropped out, apparently being un- 
able to stand the gaff. 


Nearly Famous 


Games are nearly famous, prin- 
cipally for some of the wise cracks 
that have developed out of the ses- 
sions. One remark made about the 
game is that a writer who wanted 
| to turn out gags for a musical show 
could spend a few nights at the 
games and come away satisfied. 


Thanatopsis being the steeper of 
the two. The M. & M.’s play with 
an alleged $2 top. M. & M. mem- 
bers play alternating rounds of stud, 
blind and draw. A. K. club of the 
two sticks to draw and stud. Both 
sessions have a dybbuk, whose 
function it is to notify the busy 
players when the game _ should 
switch to a different spot. This guy 
is pretty important, since he’s usu- 
ally the first to win a big hand when 
a session starts and, of course, also 
performs an important duty. 

Record loss in one night goes to 
the Thanatopsis crew, where a 
player bid adieu to $6,000 at or with 
one plunk. The same game’s big- 
gest take was $5,400, the M. & M. 
records being $950 and $750, good 
and bad, respectively. 

Avoiding Bites 

It’s a policy of the games to try 
to keep the amounts of losses and 
winnings and who was who in re- 
lation thereto secret. Reason for 
the winning angle is to avoid taps 
and they don’t want losses to get 
around. One player, who received 
notice in a Broadway column about 
a heavy loss ran into a blizzard 
when wife heard about it. 

Only player ever to beat the 
game was Judge Emil Fuchs, owner 
of the Boston raves, who played 
the M. & M. one night and waiked 
off winning $1. He’s never been 
back. Only non-pro in the game is 
| Max Greenberg, a dress manufac- 
turer. 

Various others who've held hands 
in the M. & M. are Bernard Simon, 
Lee Blanchet, Dick Krakeur, Frank 
Adams, William Auerbach-Levy and 
Theron Bamberger, 


First Air Ticket Squared 


Arthur Loew may be the first 
person to talk himself out of a 
ticket from the air traffic cops. 

Air police got after Loew in Long 
Island because they thought he was 
flying too low in his own plane, 
Some talking and explaining did the 
trick. 


Of the Ohio Winchells 


Buffalo, June 27. 

A travel - stained vag being 
booked by the desk lieutenant at 
ithe Broadway police station gave 
| his name as Walt Winchell. 
| ‘Winchell walked into the station 
| Thursday night asking for lodging 
;and police were unable to kid him 
out of the statement that W.W. 
was the name. 

Man, who gave his home address 
as 22 South Fifth street, Newark, 
Ohio, was thrown out of a Syracuse 
lodging house when he gave the 
landlady his name. 

He was given 
night. 

















a bed for the 


Financially the games differ, the~ 


vee e 


<OPTION eng 


oe 


2 pe eR ERE 


— 





PRE ay Po ee ee 
iano 


oeenesererommes 


Leer oo 


ee 


SR et eter ee 


wpe 


ELT SH 


<a 


ig 
8 
ie! 
* 
fo 
a 
a 
8 
f 
if 
iy 




















38 VARIETY 


TEisES SQ@WARE 


Tuesday, June 28, 1932 








East 


New racket hits golf. Fresh 
Meadow, L. I., club threatened that 
unless it permitted the installation 
of gambling the greens would be 
ruined. Course guarded by 75 city 
cops, 








Six creditors file objections to ac- 
counting of Saul J. Baron, adminis- 
trator of Erlanger estate. Claim 
preferential payments to some 
creditors and other shortcomings. 

General Sessions reserved 
sion on plea of Dist. Atty. to re- 
submit to the grand jury cases of 
John C. Flinn and Henry F. Lally in 
the Pathe studio fire. 

Kate Smith’s summons on Sid 
Solomon to explain some bouncing 
checks dismissed. Settled 
court, 





Joseph M. Gaites back at Shu- 
berts after ear operation. 


Robert V. Newman drops ‘The 
Party.’ yroup theatre considering 
it. Also dropped by Theatre Guild, 
before Newman, 





reorge F. Pilz gets court to 
change his name to Piltz. He’s a 
doctor in Jersey City and compiains 
his name responsible for too many 
bad jokes. 





Marcelle Edwards, the nun in 
‘Showboat,’ picks up a Paramount 
contract. 


Hereafter official billing will read: 
*‘Mickey Mouse presents’ Disney’s 
Silly Symphonies. 


Hope Hampton going to France 
for grand opera appearances, 


Louise Galloway Players open at 
Brookfield, Mass., June 28. Opener 
is ‘There’s Always Juliet.’ 





Senate committee refuses to ex- 
cuse William Fox from appearing 
before it in spite of his illness, 


Unable to marry Addie McPhail 
in Albany on account of failure to 
file divorce papers in time, Roscoe 
Arbuckle tried for a hitch in Cleve- 
land last week. Balked there by a 
residence law, he went to Erie, Pa., 
and got married Tvesday (21). 





First broadcast from Rockefeller 
Centre takes place July 2. Will tell 
of a cornerstone laying. 


Carlotta Gagliardi, concert pian- 
ist, asking an accounting of a $250,- 
000 fund from her ‘friend and ad- 
visor,’ C. F. Hoffman. She wants 
to know how he got $87,000 for fees 
and expenses and says if she signed 
any releases it was because of too 
many cocktails. 





Sign of better times: Bus lines 
hoisting fares; now $4 to Boston, 
marked up from $3. 


Chile. Acuana, police stool who 
rounded up vice cases around the 
Square, died of brain tumor Wed- 
nesday (22). 





Castle theatre, Long Beach, L. I., 
opened Sat. (25). 


Bear market for lions and tigers 
so animal sale at Central Park Zoo 
was a flop. One man offered $50 for 
a camel and the auctioneer apolo- 
gized to the camel. 





Two-year-old liquor cases against 
Central Park Casino and Hollywood 
restaurant come to trial. Under 
bonds not to do it again, but no 
padlocks. 





Capitol theatre, Hartford, one of 
the Harry Arthur string, bombed 
Wednesday (22). Several persons 
burned by acid and more incon- 
venienced by fumes. Outrage re- 
peated in Elm Street, Worcester, 
and in Providence. Labor troubles. 


New Jersey theatre owners warned 
that New York law requiring two 
men in the booth is likely to spread. 
Told to be ready to fight. Also told 
to shun dropped prices. Conven- 
tioning last week. 


Committee of N. Y. Hebrew A.c- 
tors’ Union to work for the better- 
ment of conditions in Yiddish the- 
atres throughout the country. There 
are 19 houses, of which eight are in 
N. Y. Plan is to copy Equity in 
deposit to guarantee salaries. 





Receivers appointed for De Forest 
=radio co. of Passaic. To substitute 
a ‘sympathetic receivership’ for al- 
leged present mismanagement. 
Shuberts first to take up 10% tax 
on critics’ seats. Will pay about $70 
on each first night. 








‘Fourth Little Show’ off again. 
Shelved afer Wiman 


with lawyers and bankers. 


Replying to the receivership suit | 


in the Wilmington court, 


deci- | 


out of | 


conferences) shy rent. 


Warner | gadget. 
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This department contains 





News From the Dailies 


daily papers of New York, Chicago, San Francisco, Hollywood and London. 
credit for these news ilems; each has been rewritten from a daily paper. 






rewritten theatrical news items as published during the week in the 
Variety takes no 
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and Hayden-Stone sold $15,000,000 
| worth of stock at 20 times its mar- 
ket value. Closed relation with 
| those firms in Mo 1931. 





' Drama League's annual study tour 
left Friday for Paris and London to 
|look those stages over. Party con- 
|sisted of 25 members. 

New Haven R. R. cutting week- 
end fares in hope of building busi- 
ness. Friday to Monday rates. 


Pauline Frederick to appear with 
Croton (N. Y.) players in one try- 
out this summer. Coming on from 
Hollywood. 


Madge Kennedy sticks to ‘Bridal 
Wise. Had planned to go into a 
summer stock, but reconsiders. 


William F. Atkinson, pres. of Fox 
Theatres, and John F.. Sherman ap- 
pointed receivers in that enterprise. 
Friendly action brought by trust co. 
on $410,190. No liquid assets. 

Newark theatres sans_ instru- 
mental music on account of argu- 
ment with union. Top houses go to 
40c on strength of the saving. 





‘Graphic’ holding its ‘movie dou- 
bles’ judging contest in front of the 





park. Exploitation. 





Playland Park, Rye Beach, to en- 
tertain institutional children each 
Monday afternoon. Will Osborne 
ostensible host. Kids get the rides, 
play games and a luncheon. 


Paramount grill planning a new 
revue every second week. Tony 
Shayne and Nat Harris producing. 


N. Y. University graduation class 
votes Ted Brewer favorite radio 
conductor. 


Fight films of Sharkey-Schmeling 
bout shown at Majestic, Brooklyn, 
and Globe, N. Y. 





Cut-price mats for ‘Bridal Wise’ 
started last week. Summer conces- 
sion. 


Max Gordon officially denies that 
‘Flying Colors,’ revue, is to be 
shelved. Going right ahead with it. 





Ben Greet players to do open-air 
‘Midsummer Night’s Dream’ at 
Washington stadium July 13. Other 
productions will follow if that clicks. 


Syracuse savants announce that 
the ‘dark-brown taste’ the morning 
after is a reality and not just a joke. 
Due to lessened flow of saliva after 
drinking. 





Mrs. Paul D. Cravath heads the 
N. Y. Opera Comique. Has been 
vice-chairman the past four years; 
now moves up. Movement plans to 
quit the Heckscher theatre for a 
Broadway theatre next season. Sev- 
eral performances. 





Reported that RCA is working on 
a 16mm sound camera for amateurs. 
Figured to help the sale of the sound 
projectors in that size for which it 
is difficult to obtain product. 





Social registerite sought to buy 
the biggest lion in Central Park. 
Asked what he wanted of the beast 
he explained he wanted to shoot 
him. Roars disturbed his morning 
sleep in the apartment across the 
way. No sale. 


Sophie Janovik, of Albany, N. Y., 
started for Europe last Tuesday, so 
the police have her under observa- 
tion. Trouble was that she started 
to walk it, but the Atlantic Ctiy 
beach patrol brought her back. 


Maine summer theatres getting a 
play-up from vacation dept. eds in 
dailies. 





Pan-American airways planning 
an eight-hour service to Bermuda. 

Helen Wice, who sued ‘Daddy’ 
Browning because of a crush at one 
of his children’s Xmas parties a 
plate glass window was broken and 
a fragment cut her leg, lost her case. 
Girl and her mother both fainted 
when decision was announced. 





Dennis Peardon, Hartford, fined 
$1,500 when raiders found an ounce 
and a half of whiskey in his place. 
| Also a six months’ suspended jail 
|; sentence, 











| Vincent Astor seeking to reclaim 
| the Erlanger theatre. Says they’re 
Many other claims pend- 


ing. 





Voice beautifier the newest radio 
Said to be able to make 


Federal Hall reproduction in Bryant} 





Bros. admit a net loss of $7,918,604) amazing alterations in tonal quality. 
for the year ending Aug. 29, 1931, _ 
but denied allegations of misman- Case of Cornelius McNerny, ac- 
agement. Defended salaries paid} cused of extorting bribes from The- 
Ruth Chatterton, William Powell) atre Owners Chamber of Commerce, 
and Constance Bennett and denied| up in General Sessions. He was ar- 
the allesation that Goldman, Sachs! rested on the charge of trying to 





get $100 a week to tip theatre men/put in the summer rehearsing at 
off on charges to be preferred by| Stony Point, N. Y. Planned to give 
Lord’s Day Alliance as to Sunday/a season of 20 weeks at pop prices, 


theatre openings before the ap-| starting in Oct. 
pointed time. acaianeetens 
Richard H. Granelli gets the $4,000 
Fire destroyed a portion of the/| Beaux Arts Architects prize in the 
Dreamland Park boxing stadium,/annual competition. Design is for 
Newark, last week. Not serious aS|an opera house, but no one building 
only a section of bleachers went/one just now. 
before the firemen got the water on. inca 
—— “state of the late William Hodge, 
Princess Kropotkin tells N. Y. | @ctor, estimated at $174,846, mostly 
Motion Picture Club forum that the| real estate. Dozen plays, including 
wav to good pictures lies through a ‘The Man from Home,’ set at only 
tryout theatre in Los Angeles where $200. Some old scenery is evaluated 
plays may be tested before going to | at $64. 
the screen. Points to Moscow Art 
theatre as a model. Doesn't figure 
on the supervisors. 


silly Rose tentatively casting for 
his fall musical headed by Smith 
and Dale. May get Geraldine 
Dvorak, Ethel Merman, Hannah 
Williams and Gomez and Winona. 
Rose helped in the authoring by W. 
K. Wells, Ballard F. Macdonald and 
David Freedman. . 





Theatre League asks stagehands 
for a 3314%4.% cut starting Sept. 1. 
Contracts expire then. 


Pierrette Club to hold summer 
dances Saturday nights at various 
Long Island resorts. 

Roland Young arrives from Eu- 
rope and shortly goes to Hollywood 
for ‘Living High,’ U. A. pic. 


Noel Taylor is organizing a trav- 
eling stock to play the summer re- 
sorts. Plays by Pinero, Barrie and 
others. 





James J. Corbett, actor and pugi- 
list, authors ‘Health Hints for Ama- 
teur Athletes,’ published by Dept. of 
Health. Strong for balanced diet, 
clean fingernails, and spinach. 


Labor troubles over at Rocke- 
feller Center and work will be 
pushed on Radio City buildings. Off 
since May l. 


Seven Arts Guild to start ‘The 


Lingering Past’ at Provincetown 
playhouse tomorrow (Wed.). 


Max Gordon went to the Polyclinic 
hospital last week. Laryngitis. 


——— Amelia Earhart Putnam given a 
Al Lichtman, of U. A., announces | gold record of her first broadcast. 
that several cities will be used to ingens 
try out his distribution plan this ‘Graphic’ discards colored cover 
fall. Class A houses ‘get best pic-|for a week to see how the cus- 
tures, which will be denied to Class|tomers take it. If they like, color 
B, which get the remainder. is out for good. 


Brewers all set to spend $20,000,- 
000 on equipment should modifica- 
tion come. Most plants have been 
kept in order. 


Mario Luporini, representing U. 
A. in Italy the past eight years, in 
town looking them over. 





Richard Barthelmess due here to- 
day (Tuesday). Will leave next Al Trahan bands vaude players 
week on a Midnight Sun cruise with | for National Laugh Week. Trahan 
the wife. is pres., Chick York v.p., Fritz 

——- Hubert treas., an 

Adele Astaire officially presented | sec, Rose King Page a et ae 
at the Court of St. James as Lady | guxiliary, with Violet Carlson, Yu- 
Cavencish last Thursday (23). kona Cameron and Edith Barstow 
in the other offices. Gag cracked all 


Edna Ferber and George S. Kauf-| the dailies. 


man finish ‘Dinner at Eight’ and 
have turned it over to Sam H. Har- 
ris to seé what he thinks. 





Frank Buck, bring-’em-back- 
aliver, guest of P. T. Barnum tent 


Fox Pictures acquires ‘State Fair.’ of circus fans last week. 


William Shoehart, marathon 
dancer, held on kidnaping charge. 
In a New Jersey dance with Bessie 
Conover, 14, as his partner. 


Mrs. Graham McNamee given a 
divorce and $1,000 a month alimony. 
Latter arranged out of court. Told 
referee last February she made a 
visit to McNamee’s penthouse and 
Art Jarrett, radio artist, flew to|found a woman there, both in their 
Syracuse Thursday (23) to enter- | night clothes, 
tain the By-liners, organization of 
ex-newspapermen. 








Mary Garden back to Cleveland 
for opera. Tells ship news report- 

Federal officials will auction off|ers she has a crush on Andrea 
contents of the late Stork and Man-| Spada, Corsican bandit. Never met 
sion clubs on July 8 and 12. No bar| him, but wotta man! 
fixtures or stock, but hangings, tap- 
estry, rugs and chinaware to the 
value of about $150,000. 
hacked to kindling wood. 








Peggy Joyce lost her beauty sleep 
Bars were! l"'riday morning when firemen en- 
tered her apartment to extinguish 
an awning blaze caused by a cigaret 

Margaret Mayo in the courts|from an upper floor. Damage, $1,- 
again, this time suing to prevent] 509, ; 
N. Y. City from using water from i 
the Croton shed. Complains that Ed Wynn makes a funny crack 
diversion of the flow leaves river) over the radio and Charles Hart- 
below the dam a greasy marsh.| nett, Comm. of Motor Vehicles gets 
Hurts the value of her own and| pot ‘and talkative Wynn says it’s 


other property. Decision reserved : 
in White Plains court. eto ee Po no reflection on the 





Sally Phipps, former film player, 
suing Benedict Gimbel, Jr., head of : 
a Philadelphia radio station and re- | 4/¥ — wife married Fatty Ar- 
lated to the dept. store family, for| buckle last week, marries Mrs. 
divorce. No details available, as the| Hazel F. Hindman, who dropped her 
papers were impouned. previous spouse two years ago. 


Lindsay McPhail, composer, whose 


Greek Evans building an open-air} Ryan Walker, sport and theatri- 
theatre on his estate at Norwalk,|Ccal cartoonist, dead in a Moscow 





Conn. Planned to use it chiefly for| hospital, 
musicals. 
ee Sam Kaplan of M. P. Machine 
‘Bridal Wise’ gets the first rout-| Operators, Local 306, announced 


ing over the new Shubert-Erlanger|that more than 100 projectionists 

combined books. had been supplied free to theatrical 
— oe benefits the past year, and displays 

Three ancillary receivers appoint-| letters of thanks. 

ed for the Fox Brooklyn theatre. 

They're William F. Atkinson, head Vandy Cape back in the 

of the co.; John F. Sherman and! o0’Clock Revue.’ 

Alfonso Drier. 





‘Nine 


: : Edward Sheldon and Margaret 

Muriel Wilson, NBC singer, got @| Ayer Barnes charge that ‘Letty 
suspended sentence Thursday (23) Lynton’ is a plagiarism of their 
in the Traffic court. Admitted park-/|«pishonored Lady.’ Play was sub- 
ing overtime, but told Judge Brod-| mitted to Metro, and they state they 
sky she had been detained at re-| Were promised a production and 
hearsal. $30,000, but. the promises were not 
made good, and later ‘Letty’ was 
produced, without credit to them. 
Ask an injunction, accountng, and 
surrender of all negative and posi- 





Canadian authors in convention at 
Ottawa take a leaf from the pic- 
tures. Asking that newspaper syn- 
dicate matter carry at least 20% 








Canadian product. Quota conscious. | *'V® film. 
Florenz Ziegfeld suffering a re- Justice Steinbrink rules’ that 


lapse of the influenza attack which| Coney Island’s Bowery is private 
floored him last spring. |property. Prevents seizure for wid- 
) ening on merely nominal terms. 
Concert of Cosmopolitan Opera | enaearamen 
co. held Friday in Mad. Sq. Garden.| Max Fuchs, who with Simeon 
Announced that Government will) Linz operates the Lobster restau- 





loan tents to house musicians who! rant in the Square, gets the refresh- 






——————, 
— 


ment concession at Riis park. Will 
pay the city $70,000 the first year 
and gradully up to $100,000. Con. 
tract covers two restaurants, bathe 
ing houses, parking and umbrella 
rentals, 





Hot Sunday gave the beaches one 
of the first breaks of the season, 


Alfred Lunt and Lynn Fontanne 
will play in ‘Reunion’ in Europe for 
the Theatre Guild and Gilbert Mil- 
ler. Miller also will do ‘Another 
Language,’ by Rose Franken, in 
London, starring Edna Best. 


William A. Brady, returning from 
Europe, announces several shows 


(Continued on page 48) 





Coast 


Sidney Smith, Jr., son of the 
Andy Gump cartoonist, underwent a 
minor operation in Phoenix. Father 
will go there to be with him. 


Paul Bern gave Jean Harlow a 
$60,000 canyon home for wedding 
present. 


bedridden for 21 
months, is learning to walk again 
in Prescott, Ariz. 


Rene Adoree, 


Default judgment ordered against 
Evelyn Brent for $1,881 worth of 
furs. 


Going to court for trial of the 
$1,700 agents’ commission suit 
against him, Rudolf Friml found 
suit had been dropped. Frank I, 
Bernstein was the agent. Money 
was demandec by Bernstein for as- 
sertedly settling Friml’s contract 
with Art Cinema (U. A.) for $17,000, 


Eleen Mercedes, dancer and ac- 
tress, won a divorce from Steven 
Kingsbury Simkovitch, screen 
writer. They lived together 40 days. 
Property settlement arranged out- 
side of court. 


Ben Lyon and Bebe Daniels took 
out passports for a European trip. 


Ruth Donnelly, actress, engaged 
to Basil DeGuichard, auto executive. 
They'll be married shortly, 


Walter Sullivan, 34, mechanic at 
Paramount studio, was injured 
critically when struck by the arm 
of a hoisting beam while building 
a set. 


James Edward Lester was held by 
Burbank police on charge he robbed 
a dressing room at First National 
stuaio. 


Buster Keaton and Larry Kent, 
director, have bought in Seattle the 
$100,000 yacht owned by Col. C. B. 
Blethen, publisher. 





Edward G. Robinson’s apartment 
entered by burglars while he was 


away. Loss not estimated. 
Robert M. Creighton, former 


officer on Howard Hughes’ yacht, 
held for grand theft on complaint 
of stealing $1,500 worth of jewelry 
from the producer. 


Edwin Carewe’s six-year-old 
daughter, Sally Ann, lost her ap- 
pendix. 





Warners’ Egyptian theatre, Pasa- 
dena, held up by two bandits, who 
tied up four employes and escaped 
with $300 in cash and checks. 


Roy Luttrell, film stunt man, will 
be let out of jail long enough to 
make a second airplane jump for @ 
newsreel to earn money for the sup- 
port of his child. He will use a 
beach umbrella instead of a para- 
chute. First try failed because of 
high wind. 


Mrs. Wallace Reid, forgot the date 
when she was to appear in court for 
examination as a judgment debtor, 
so the judge withdrew a contempt 
citation. 


Helene Hardsteen, concert violin- 
ist, awarded $1,000.damages as re- 
sult of auto collision. 


John R. Gregg, manager Mission 
theatre, San Diego, and an assistant 
tied up by two robbers, who escaped 
with $450 receipts. 


Emelie Melville, aged actress, who 
died last month in San Francisco, 
left an estate worth $1,000 to a 
daughter, Nina Teresa Melville, of 
Truro, Mass. 

Max Baer, fighter, and Dorothy 
Dunbar, actress who sued him for 
divorce, reconciled. 


Jiggs, picture dog belonging to 
Jack Ewing, died of old age. 

Jean Harlow and Paul Bern, 
Metro associate producer, have 


taken out a wedding license. 


John Patterson McGowan, writer 
with Mascot Pictures Corp., has 
filed a voluntary petition in bank- 
ruptcy. 

Patricia Knight,- 26, actress, here 
from Long Island, wrecked her car 





(Continued on page 41) 
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$000,000 Advance Sale Indicates 


pic Games Can Get Even Break 


+ 


Los Angeles, June 27. 

From the depths of pessimism the 
Olympic games committee has 
pulled itself to optimistic heights 
in the past three weeks with the dis 
covery that the advance sale for 
the carnival of tendons is nearing 
$900,000. Not that they feel the 
games will go into the black, for it 
is held doubtful that the gross will 
go over $1,750,060, conservatively 
figured as the nut. 

Already over $1,000,000 has been 
gpent in preparation. This amount 
was advanced by the state of Cali- 
fornia on an Olympic bond issue. 

Actual running of the games will 
be a matter of showmanship not 
unlike the operation of a circus. In 
eight different locations, 135 events 
will be run off in 16 days, starting 
July 30, an average of eight events 
daily. Each }+ a snow in itself. 
Various spots are the Olympic 
Stadium, Rifle Range, Swimming 
Stadium and Olympic Auditorium, 
all in Los Angeles; Equestrian 
Stadium, Beverly Hills; Bicycle 
Bowl, Pasadena; rowing course, 
Long Beach, and yachting course, 
San Pedro. All will be connected 
by private phone and teletype sys- 
tem to headquarters. 

Three fears’ Preparation 


For the past three years a force 
of people has been employed get- 
ting the affair into shape. It start- 
ed with a personnel of three and 
currently about 100 are employed. 
During the games the payroll will 
have over 3,006 names. 

3ulk of the organization plans 
have been carried through by Zack 
Farmer, general manager; William 
Henry, sports technical director; 
Gwynn Wilson, in charge of opera- 
tion; Jack McKenzie, ticket sales 
manager; William Creakbaum, 
press agent, and William Monahan, 
assistant operator. 

Toughest job from the start was 
handed to Creakbaum who was as- 
signed to convince the rest of the 
United States and the world at 
large that the 1932 Olympic Games 
was not a Los Angeles real estate 
selling proposition. He has been 
plastering the world with Olympic 
propaganda since early in 1929. 

Strictly Local 


When the seat -.sale was first 
opened none but Los Angeles res- 
ervations came in. Committee be- 
gan to suspect that the rest of the 
world was not over enthusiastic 
about the games. With the Olympic 
Stadium seating 105,000 and the 
other stadiums taking care of an- 
other 200,000, support additional to 
L. A. was necessary in order to see 
anything like daylight. Sales are 
now coming in at the rate of 2,000 
daily. Most are from the east, with 
the middle west runner-up. One 
out of eight comes from the Pacific 
Coast, Seat sales are all mail order. 

About 2,000 athletes will partici- 
pate in the games. Of this number 
1,600 will come from foreign coun- 
tries. Next to the United States 
the largest representation comes 
from Japan, which will send 200 en- 
trants. Germany, France, Great 
Britain, Italy, Sweden, Denmark 
and Finland are all sending over 
100 entrants each. 

Most popular sports will be track 
and field with the rowing and 
equestrian events next. Men's 
swimming events are lukewarm, 
but the women’s splash games rate 
high, probably due to the s.a. angle. 


Those Winter Games 


Entire Olympic committee has 
been working overtime trying to 
rub out the bad impression created 
by the Winter Olympics at Lake 
Placid in January. Claim is that 
the winter affair was a hotel pro- 
motion with the hotels at the win- 
ter resort disregarding the athletic 
competition in favor of patronage. 
Most of the foreign countries rep- 
resented in the winter games pro- 
tested against the rules under 
which the games were conducted. 
Olympic Committee claims the rules 
Were switched around by the hotel 
men to suit themselves. 

All participants in the games will 
be housed in supervised buildings 
at a cost of $2 per day, which in- 
cludes rooms, meals and _ trans- 
portation. Men will occupy Olym- 
pic Village, a community -of 500 
three-room houses built at Baldwyn 
Hills. Village has a theatre for the 
entertainment of the athletes. 
dios will supply the pictures gratis. 

Guarding Women 


All women will be quartered at 
the Chapman Park hotel which has 
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K. C. Track Gets Under _ 
Tax with 60% Cut 


Kansas City, June 2. 
cut in admission prices 
payment of the federal 
tax was made by the management 
of the Riverside race track, which | 
reduced the general admission from 
$1 to 40c. This was done, it was 
announced, to relieve the hundreds 
of pass holders from being 
sessed the required 10c tax. 

The $2 charge for the grand 
stand was unchanged and the man- | 
agement will pay the tax. The 
racing meeting had been extended 
until July 4th. 


Dark Outfield Frightened 
Pluggers and Muggs in 
Extra Lousy Bal! Game 


With the Variety muggs leading 
by the score of 24-14, the Famous 
music songpluggers couldn’t take it 
anymore and walked off the 
diamond during the seventh inning 
of an alleged baseball game. 

It was played Tuesday (28) 
somewhere in the wilds of East 
Flatbush - on - the -Gowanus. Just 
where nobody but the cab drivers 
knew and even they were driving 
around in circles. After the muggs 
showed their visas they arrived at 


siggest 
to escape 


| 
| 
} 
| 
} 


as- | 





| the field. 


The game finally started with 
Herbie Steiner, Famous’ chief 
plugger, plugging ’em everywhere 
but across the plate for Famous and 
Edward Patrick ‘Joseph P. Me- 
Caffrey winging them wild for the 
muggs. The muggs, still burning 
over that trimming defeat from 
Witmark, determined to get even 
and started swinging madly at any- 
thing that came within reach of 
the bat. After killing two sparrows, 
the boys managed to get two runs 
in the first inning. Two runs in one 
inning for the muggs was unheard 
of before. 

Sun Baths 

Thereafter, the muggs_ started 
slugging until they managed to 
gather in seven runs by the fourth 
inning. Famous got pretty sore in 
that semester, caused by one of the 
muggs warbling ‘Lazy Days’ (Rob- 
bins) when he cantered home, and 
began hitting all over the field for 
dear old Famous and ‘My Silent 
Love.” After six songpluggers and 
one arranger crossed the plate they 
got out of breath and decided to go 
out in the field where they could lie 
down and sun themselves. 

The muggs came up batting 
against a dark complexioned pitch- 
er, Famous’ porter and an on the 
side $1 per plug plugger. The 
change in scenery effected brought 
luck to the muggs. 

With the boys in the seventh 
batting by the light of the silvery 
moon, Famous decided to call it a 
day. It was so dark in the outfield 
the boys got scared. 


MURIEL WINDOW ALIMONY 


. Des Moines, June 27. 

The appeal of Arthur S. Han- 
ford, jr., Sioux City financier, in 
the separate maintenance suit of 
his wife, Muriel Window Hanford, 
has been submitted to the Iowa Su- 
preme court, 

Hanford appealed an order which 
allowed Mrs. Hanford $500 a month 
temporary alimony pending trial of 
the suit. She asked $2,000 a month. 

Married at French Lick, May 5, 
1920, they separated Nov. 7, 1929. 
In her petition, Mrs. Hanford 
claimed cruelty and desertion. Han- 
ford countered that the marriage 
was not legal, alleging that she 
hadl already married at the time 
she married him. 








been taken over for the games. 
Girls will have strict supervision by 
a flock of chaperones. 
Accommodations for the press are 
for about 2,000 people. It is expect- 


ed that no more than 1,200 bona fide | 


sports writers will attend, but the 
space has been built large to take 
care of the doubtful ones and not 
offend anyone. Flock of Hollywood 
correspondents for foreign sheets 
are continually appearing at 
headquarters demanding 
courtesies. To weed them out is a 
drawn out affair, so most of them 
faraway accommoda- 
tions. 


the | 
press | 





"Way Out West 


Oklahoma City, June 27. 
Sez a sign on the door of a 
bank of a town in this state: 
‘Notice to bank robbers: 
There’s not enough cash in this 
bank worth the risk of rob- 
bing it.’ 
Place has been robbed so 
many times its surplus is now 
kept in a neighboring town. 














Start Two More Dog | 
Tracks Near L. A. as 
Culver City Clicks 


9” 


Los Angeles, June 27. 

Opening night at the Culver City 
Kennel Club, greyhound track Wed- 
|nesday (22) had 20,000 people, most- 
| in ; 
ily on passes, but betting made up 
ifor the $2,000 gate, with 
|dows open to take care of ‘option’ | 
|buyers. Immediately plans to open 
other hound tracks got under way. | 

Though odds are kept under cover 
to dodge the state anti-betting law, 
j}men walk around the track at fre- 
quent intervals flashing the prices. 
|Payoffs averaged 4 to 1 on-all ex- 
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Title Fight Will Go 


Down to Fame 


As ‘Battle of the Long Discussion’ 





By JACK PULASKI 
Rather than the battle of the de- | 


the fight between Jack | 


pression, 
Sharkey and Max Schmeling will go 
down in ring lore as the battle of} 
the discussion. The gob finally real- 
ized his ambition and 
heavyweight champ in the Garden's 
Long Island 
While there was much difference of 
opinion over the decision, that it 
was the least colorful title match 
in memory few doubted. Contro- 
versy in the dailies and between 
partisans of both men after 
fight, much more interesting than 
itself. 

Attendance was the most surpris- 
ing feature of the affair. The gate 


became 


i went to $429,000 gross, the net being 


261,000. They even put benches 
in what were supposed to be aisles. 
Three weeks before the fight inter- 
est was so light that the Garden 
officials declared the Free Milk Fund 


for babies in. That pepped up the 
newspaper ballyhoo. 
Even when Max and Jack met 


7 ; | : rears Y Qe} Jing , 
[cept one long shot winner which|‘tW° years ago and Schmeling won 


|paid $52 straight and $10 to show.|°" 4 foul, 


Flexible Season 
First meet is announced for 21 
,\days running, but track expects to 
stay open as long as there is no 
trouble. 
; second oval to be announced is 
ithe $150,000 race plant headed by 
|John W. Considine, Sr. 
jand Considine) with Alexander 
Pantages reported interested. 
Another canine romp reported un- 
derway is backed by the California 





Whippet Association for Santa 
|Monica. Pioneer is Belmont Park, 
|near San Francisco. While S. F.|! 


| theatres are yelping about decreased 
|receipts due to Belmont local houses 
have not felt any signs of hydro- 
phobia so far. 





MORRISSEY’S OWN 
Will Morrissey Friday (24) opened 
a night spot on his own at Roslyn, 
L. I. Called Will Morrissey’s Pom 
Pom. 
It’s on Northern boulevard, one of 
the main L. IL. arteries. 


(Sullivan | 


there was more excite- 
| ment in four rounds than in all the 
| 15 last week. 
| Looked like Sharkey had an edge 
on points, but there was a vast dif- 
| ference of opinion among fight re- 
| porters and commentators. For in- 
| stance, the poll among New Yorx 
writers was 14 for Schmeling, eight 
for Sharkey and one for a draw. 
There may be a reason for that, as 
| but three of the writers predicted 
|Schmeling to win and one called 
ithe rcund and very second Sharkey 
| would go out. The preponderance 
| of prediction, however, was not re- 
| flected in the betting odds, 
hung around six to five and were 
reported 10 to 9, with Jack the fa- 
vorite at ringside. It was claimed 
no Sharkey money was im sight 
when the odds were virtually even, 
but that should have sent the price 
to twou or three to one on Max. 
Motion pictures indicated Sharkey 
scored a distinct point advantage. 
Radio Favored Max 

The story by radio was even more 
in Schmeéling’s favor than the news- 
paper accounts. They were ready 








Day Line Trying Showboat Revival 
For N. Y.; Hudson Moonlight Cruises 








Little old New York will see a re- 
vival of showboat days next sum- 
mer if current experiments by the 
Hudson River Day Line turn out 
satisfactorily. The river line has 
drydocked the S.S. ‘Albany’ prepar- 
atory to ripping out its innards and 
installing an auditorium and stage. 

Meanwhile the idea is being tried 
out on the company’s regular Hud- 
son river boats with cruises four 
nights weekly. Shows are given on 
the dance floor and confined to song 
and dancing acts with some ensem- 
ble stuff. 30bby Sanford from the 
nicht clubs is the stager. 

The boats depart from the foot of 
42d strect at 8:30 p. m. and make a 
stop for more passengers on the 
way up at 129th street. Ademish is 
$1.50, which includes the floor show, 
dancing, deck romancing and the 
river ozone, The ship turns back at 
Tarrytown, going down as far as 
the Battery on the return, encircling 
the Statue of Liberty and pulling 
home at 42nd street at around 1:30 
a.m. 

The show on the ‘Peter Stuyve- 
sant’ Thursday night (23) comprised 
Teddy Mack, m. c.; Georgie Tapps, 
Mary Jayne; two dance teams, Ber- 
nard and Rich and Frank and Jean, 
and a 16-girl line. Performance 
was cramped for space but shaped 


show, excepting for the absence of 
undress. Good looking line was cos- 
tumed okay. 

Business was only fair, apparently | 
due to ineffective ballyhooing. One| 
boner in the billing was the use of} 





up on a par with the average floor | 


deck is provided by a three-piece 
bachagaloop outfit. 

Of the Thursday night crowd, 
mostly youthful, at least half pre- 
ferred the deck to the dance floor 
after the show was over. The boys 
and girls get pretty chummy out 
under the moon and stars, but a fleet 
of deck cops in uniform mooches 
around to see that there’s a limit. 








Jehnson’s Speeding ‘Pinch’ 





Galveston, June 27. 


Jack Johnson, former heavy- 
weight champ, barnstorming 


through Texas, broke into the press 
as result of framed speeding arrest 
that turned legit. J. Van Cleave, 
who is promoting the colored 
fighter in Texas, arranged for fake 
arrest at Fort Worth, but Jack was 
doing 70 so the officers slapped a 
real fine on him. 

Van Cleave claims Jviinson drew 
more than Dempsey at Juarez, but 
at most places Johnson has been a 
financial flop. Where permitted, he 
stages a boxing exhibition, makes a 
talk and then directs orchestra for 
dancing. Where house fails to pro- 
duce guarantee, he takes a few bows 
and scrams. ‘ 





$833 in Minne. 
Minneapolis, June 27. 
Tilden and 





Bill his troupe of 


Jack Osterman’s name without any| traveling tennis players took $833 


assurance that Osterman could make 
the boat. He was described as be- 
ing ill when the show started. 
also before and after for almost 
|continuous dancing, It’s the Wintz-| 
toth combination, of whom Jack 
Roth was formerly Clayton-Jackson- 
'Durante’s drummer. Music on the 


out of Minneapolis as 
for a two-day stand. 


their share 
The Tilden 


;outfit was brought here by the park | 
Orchestra plays for the show, and| board 


as the latter's first promo- 


| tional effort. 


Visitors received 70% of the 
gross, as per contract. Park board's 
share, $357, will enable the city t« 
break even on the venture. 


| win. 


ing got the title on a fluke— 


the | 


which | 


to pay off before the decision was 
announced—And new champion.’ 
One listener-in offered to bet 15 to 
1 that the German would cop the 
No takers. 

Count by rounds in most papers 
gave eight to Schmeling, six to 
Sharkey and one even. But a daily 
was that the gob won by a 
mile. Fans were curious to know 
if the title would pass by such a 
narrow margin, but it has been done 
before in other divisions. Schmel- 
he was 
| horizontal... The referee this time 
(Gunboat Smith) and one judge 
| gave it to Jack, the other judge de- 
ciding for Max. 

Sports writers favored the champ 
because of his improvement as a 
boxer. They were right about that. 
Schmeling exhibited a left jab that 
often landed and spoiled Sharkey’s 
intentions, It is true that he was 
oncoming, whereas Jack backed 
away. Jack’s left was his main 
| point-getter and with it landed the 
| 1¥ number of socks. Maxie 
| guarded his chin with the right mit 
and later claimed he hurt the 
thumb, also that the thumb nail of 
the left hand would come off 
through being injured by striking 
Sharkey’s dome. 

Sharkey’s left lamp was almost 
closed in the last five rounds, but 
he was cool under fire, for a change, 
None of that temperamental stuff 
this time. Perhaps he was surprised 
|} at the verdict, and over the radio he 
|snid he was glad he won. There 

were no knockdowns and therefore 
| the fight bugs figured they were 
| bunked as much by the same two 
men as they were two years ago. 

Logically Sharkey did not figure 
to win, because the next best con- 
tender was supposed to be Ernie 
Schaaf, of whom Sharkey is part 
manager. A contest between that 
duo would draw nothing but rasp- 
berries. Yet Sharkey would not 
have accepted the fight on a basis 
of 10% of the gross if he did not 
feel confident of defeating the Ger- 
man. Schaaf was defeated by 
Stanley Poreda in Jersey last week 
and dropped in rating. 

The gob may have figured that if 
he won he could retire and then 
boost for Schaaf. Also there is a 
possibility of Max and Jack meeting 
for a third or rubber match in the 
fall. That is likely, and Jack would 
get the major guarantee. 


sure 








‘We Were Robbed’ 

Joe Jacobs, Schmeling’s manager, 
said over the radio, ‘We were 
robbed.’ But not out of their share 
of the gate—42%%, a inere item of 
$153,425. 





Mayor Walker also thought Max 
should have copped the win. That 
message went out over the short 
wave broadcast td Germany. 

The microphones were so sensli- 
tive that Gunboat Smith’s instruc- 
tions to the principals couid be 
heard 100 feet from the ring. His 
| final say was, ‘I will be fair to both 
of you.’ 





| Charles ‘Socker’ Coe alternated 
with Graham McNamee on the NBC 
broadcast. Opinion was that the 
‘Socker’ gave the best radio ac- 
count of a big match yet heard on 
the air, Neither very hot. 





Warners had a tabloid throw- 
away, first page saying ‘Jack Shar- 
key Wins’ in heavy black letters, 
A mug tried to peddle them for a 
nickel at ringside after the match, 
then turned and asked: ‘Say, who 
won? 





Among the squawks from Schme- 
ling’s manager was that he never 
wanted Smith to referee. The Gun- 
ner is reported threatening to sock 
both Jacobs and Max, 


—_———-_- 


Schmeling is a better boxer than 
when he first arrived, but the 
; punching power that was apparent 
| when he kayoed Risko and Stribling 


| was not in evidence. 


| Newspapermen with 








requisitions 


for $23 ringside tickets got the biz. 
[What many got were ‘left field,’ 
| $5.74 tickets. Included were some 
who were present to write about the 
| fight but did not receive working 
press ticlests. 
' Anyway Jim Corbett preserved 
his selection average of .000. He 
|} picked Schmeling. 
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Broadway 





Gene Solo’s play finished. 

Sid Blumenstock on the loose. 

Johnny White making the rounds. 

Mildred Walsh Coastward via the 
Canal. 

Fred Murray back in stage iight- 
ing biz. 

Eddie Foy, Jr., practicing to join 
nudist cult. 

Phil Adler to Hollywood to visit 
Eddie Blatt. 

Ira L. Glucksman 
on vacation. 

Paul Gallico’s pop, Paul, Sr., is a 
piano teacher. 

M. A. Schlesinger may hop abroad 
for a vacation. 

Doc Emanuel 
private practice. 

Jack Miley has 
Broadway haunts. 

Film execs beginning to go away 
Friday nights now. 

Mike Newman forgot and checked 
into the wrong hotel. 

S. J. Kaufman motored to Sara- 
mac over the weekend. 

Hal Horne playing host to a mob 
at the AMPA luncheon. 


and the wife 


Stern back to 


deserted his 


Evelyn Brown has quit indie 
booking to visit the altar. 
Pauline Handelman sails on a 


round the world jaunt soon. 


Charlie Ahearn hankers for an- 
other European engagement. 


Mike Marco is not expected in 
New York for maybe a week. 

Lola (UA) Woursell asking for 
ideas on where to spend July 4. 


William Mohr, of Equity, started 
a month’s vacash Saturday (25). 


The younger Franklin will soon 
be in New York to join his dad, H, B. 


Joe Heidt will handle the The- 
atre Guild publicity over the sum- 
mer. 


Ralph Wilshin, of Metro’s Coast 
trailer dept., looking Manhattan 
over. 


Now it’s a station wagon that 
Dave Blum’s bought for his Jersey 
farm. 


The George Lottmans celebrated 
their i0th anni with a roadhouse 
party. 

Clarence Jacobson will business 
manage ‘Fresh Faces,’ new legit 
revue, 


Doris Jay is visiting with sister, 
Mrs. Carleton Cady, at Grand Rap- 
ids, Mich. 


Sid Harmon, while at his home 
town, Poughkeepsie, took in the 
boat races. 


Harry Arthur now commutes be- 
tween New Haven and his New 
York offices, 


Harry Nelmes, from the Vander- 
bilt b. o., is in the Waldorf theatre 
cage temporarily. 


Mary Cook Howard to Washing- 
ton to sing for the President with 
the Marine band. 


Will Morrissey has opened a road 
house with a floor show on Long 
Island, near Roslyn. 

Every Wednesday night Herschel 
Stuart keeps his date with Faith, 
now two months old, 

M. H. Aylesworth held a confab 
with trade paper lads Saturday at 
his NBC headquarters. 

Sam Maurice on the alley more 
often since resigning the steward- 
ship of the Fox Brooklyn, | 

Mr. and Mrs. Jules Brulatour 
(Hope Hampton) -to Europe to make 
up for having skipped last year. 

Arthur Fisher is squeezing in a 
vacation this year by making office 
hours 10 to 3 for rest of the summer. 

Mare Lachmann and Mark Hel- 
linger’s story, ‘Name in Lights,’ has 


had several film nibbles, It may be 
dramatized. 
Bob Brager, Park Central's 


ass’t mgr. on business promotion, 
back at his desk after prone from 
an infected hand. 

Joe Glick spending his vacation 
b.r. on doctors who discovered a 
dislocated vertebrae in his neck was 
causing the miseries. 

Jack Meredith, Publix heavy- 
weight Saenger man, nearly took the 
count trying one of those airplane 
gadgets at Playland. 

Alex McKaig is back from the 
Coast. Bobby Newman left for 
those parts Saturday (25), and Alex 
Yokel may do the same shortly. 

Max Gordon moved into the Para- 
mount bldg., taking the office shared 
by Al Hirsch and Frank Vreeland, 
both of whom drew cubby-holes. 

Harry Perella is having trouble 
with a bird which perches in a tree 
near his Long Island window and 
chirps two measures over and over 
from 5 to 8 a. m. 

Many B'wayites ~hiseled on the 
ereene-Eharkey fight by pay- 
ing $2.90 minimum admissions and 
easing down into the $10 perches 
with the aid of a couple of bucks 


to the ushers, 
Loop 


Latest loop victim o* dry axe is 
the Planters. 

Harry Reutlinger going 
canine collection. 








in for 


Ken Cohen still spells his name 
in the usual way. 

Jee Lewis wound up at Vanity 
Fair and flew to New York to vpen! 


at the La Casa, Long Island road- 
house, Saturday (25). 

Fritz Blocki spent several days 
out of town with his kids. 

Bill Rothstein made a quick hop 
to Denver and back on biz. 

Jimmy Ashchaft in for the Frank 
Buck personal at the State-Lake. 

Mike Potson and Danny Barone, 


ex-cafe men, talking it over and 
wondering why? 
Sam Horwits blew in from 


Yotham and expects to stick around 
for the summer. 

One of these days that golf dis- 
pute between Leo Nelson and Abe 
Mendelson will be settled. 





Hollywood 


Ben Goetz due from New York. 


Jo Trent, colored song writer, here 
from New York. 


Helen Twlevetrees and hubby to 
the High Sierras. 


John Gilbert- Virginia Bruce 
merger set for next Aus ust. 
Hollywood Gardens, dancehall, re- 
opening after being dark for two 
months. 

George Cohan moved to Beverly 
Hills because he wants more walk- 
ing space, 

Bud Barsky training his chimps 
for vaude tour to precede release of 
next Metro ‘Tarzan’ picture. 


Paul Muni landed here on the 
‘Virginia’ and will vacation at Mal- 
ibu until Warners reopens in August. 


Autograph hunter approached 
Hugh Herbert in front of Hollywood 
eatery and asked: ‘Are you any- 
body?’ 

Murray Sisters here after San 
Francisco radio engagements. Will 
hang around for any film stuff com- 
ing up. 

Fletcher Billings, treas. at the 
Mayan, is sending the wife and kids 
to Brooklyn July 2 to visit her 
mother, 

Studios putting paper covers 
around books being read by writers, 
directors, etc., so nobady can see 
the titles. 


Capt. Roscoe Fawcett was oper- 
ated on Tuesday (21) at the Mayo 
Brothers hospital in Rochester, 
Minn., for a brain tumor. 


Jack Tillman, Col’s 'Frisco branch 
manager, suffered a relapse after 
being partially recovered from a 
kidney removal operation. 


Bill Pine, new acquisition on the 
Paramount publicity staff, got a 
chamber of commerce welcome when 
he blew in from Chicago. 


Local artists and writers. will 
satirize picture players at a cos- 
tume ball June 29 by the John Reed 
club at the Plaza Art Center. 
Mitchell and Durant, here for the 
summer, drove out from N. Y. and 
are so sunburned that a native Cali- 
fornian looks pale in comparison. 
Clyde Cook suing City of Los An- 
geles and Nick Bently, driver of a 
city truck, for $114 damages to his 
car following a Hollywood boulevard 
collision, 

Best act of the week at the Par- 
amount theatre staged in front of 
the house, between Joe Cornbleth, 
diminutive booker, and a six-footer 
who objected to having his car 
bumped, 





Riviera 


By Frank Scully 





Mike Arlen golfer. 

E. Phillips Oppenheim sick. 
Nice’s first automat has folded. 
St. Tropez sexing up for big sea- 
son, 

Boske Antheil is a looker and a 
cooker. 

Gloria Swanson looking on but not 
doing much. 

Helen Hayes penciled in to Juan 
les Pajamas. 

Voronoff’s monkey farm, which 
has a hospital and maternity ward, 
has Chris Batelt, ex Bostock trainer 
as m, ¢c, 

Palais des Sports in Cannes stuck 
for the answer. 

‘A Nous La Liberte’ 
flattest pancake. 

Johnny Hanscom, International 
newser, trying to sell his ‘Riviera 
Rackets.’ 

Girls dancing in white flannels 
show plenty of silhouettes, produc- 
ing sideline giggles. 

Champagne cocktails down to 38 
cents with a ‘thank you’ for all tips 
exceeding 20% of the nut. 

Looks like the tax-collector for 
Monte Carlo peasants for the first 
time since Casino opened. 

Ralph Frantz, Chi ‘Trib’ m. e., 
saw the whole coast in his ten day 
trek but none of his friends. 

Boite aux Matelots, new niter in 
Palm Beach Casino, had three peo- 
ple sipping the other evening and 
none of them dancing. 

Bandanas tied to the back of the 
neck and after crossing the breasts 


Riviera's 





tied again at the small of the back 
are the latest things for nude- 
backed, brassiereless, pajama-clad 
girls. 


Sede te. din, 


Paris 


Harry Piel to Berlin, 

Edward Sterling is back. 

Jack Forrester being qulet 

The Kastners house hunting. 

Lino Manzoni to Monte Carlo. 

Bo Dowling talking to Natan, 

Carl van Vechten is due here. 

Fanny Cotton back at old stand. 

Jake Shubert back from London. 

Town overrun with gals who fly. 

Conrad Veidt returning to Berlin. 

Elsie Ferguson is expected back. 

Hermann Schvyjer in from Lon- 
don. 

William Harris, Jr., having a great 
time. 

James 
York. 

Victor Gorland getting big job in 
films. 

Claire Luce to all niguarew con- 
certs. 

George Oppens nisihine to take a 
house. 

Lucien Leumas is planning N. Y. 
in fall. 

Loda 
players. 

Florence Walton selling shoes for 
charity, 

Daisy Fellowes giving parties in 
Neuilly. 

Carlyle 
London, 

Pauline Garon with a new style 
for hair, 

Rubye de Remer going away for 
summer. 


Carroll due from New 


Hayes with the English 


through to 


Blackwell 


Bromfield back to 


Louis the 
country. 

Allen Ross McDougall knows his 
cooking. 

Rollain Caillaux in swimming 
matches, 

Ruth Chatterton expected here 


for visit. 

Auriol Lee may run over one 
weekend. 

Harry Arnold having a house full 
of people. 

Ian Reed rehearsing and stage 
managing. 

Cole Porter giving all afternoon 
luncheons, 

Hermann Shumlin likes the Med- 
iterranean. 

Beulah Livingstone sailing to see 
her mother. 

Olga Petrova to New York for 
the summer. 

Peggy Meehan taking Kathleen 
Key around, 

Gladys Glad missed boat train but 
likes pernod. 

Kiki Hewett may not do that pic- 
ture after all, 

Rex Smith trying to locate Edwin 
Justin Mayer. 
Norma Tamadge playing Champs 
Elysees cafes. 
Izzy Pervical writing she wants 
to come back. 
Ruth Draper firm when she says 
no interviews. 
Martin Broones composing some 
new numbers. 

Roger Davis heing initiated to 
Montparnasse. 

Eric van Dusen may get into pics 
with his voice. 

Edith Wharton coming into town 
for a few days. 

Rachell Hartwell may play with 
English troupe. 

Lesieur, American impersonator, 
likes the Swiss. 

Not much excitement about the 
Olympic games. 
Harry Lachmann here after his 
London success. 
Percival Wild shown left bank 
by Fulton Grant. 
Donald Duff taking new apart- 
ment oft left bank. 

Pearl Shepheard talking Holly- 
wood at Fouquets, 


Charlotte Greenwood sporting 
new biack glasses. 
Gordon Pollock south filming 


Swanson exteriors, 

Evelyn Brooks putting in some 
long hours of sleep. 

Raquel Meller has more dogs than 
anyone in show biz. 

Princess Zelita Redcalf getting 
all eyes at George V. 

Vilma Banky promising to return 
from Hungary in fall. 

John Wilard sailing back to New 
York with new script. 

Sparrow Robertson goes to the 
country every Monday. 

Maurice Dekobra ventilating 
3roadway impressions. 

Rudolf Sieber back 
about Hollywood stories. 

Nat Smolin plans Mallorca for the 
summer and indefinitely. 

Wilhelm van Loon expected father 
over to show him studio. 


his 


and silent 


Earl Carroll recommending ‘fish 
souffle’ at Tour d’Argent. 
G. W. Pabst here three nights 


and changed hotels daily. 

New Colisce Cafe to be one of the 
biggest on Champs Elysees. 

Arthur Moss and Eve Marvell 





coming out in fine weather. 


Camile Wyn canvassing talent for 
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next season’s ‘White Horse Inn’ at 
the Mogador. 

Betty Marks thinking of business 
after getting out of hospital. 

Barney Glick is father of Marcia 
Davenport, who wrote prize-win- 
ning book, ‘Mozart.’ 

Anna Gould peeved over stories 
about a young Polish friend. 

Mat Duffwin hearing about his 
former partner, Jessie Draper. 

Rex Ingram has not made his an- 
nual announcement of a new film. 

Jean Delmour, alias Malcolm 
Moulder of Frisco, here for visit. 

American phonograph records go- 
ing like wildfire and prices falling. 

Sandy Greenberger staying over 
in London longer than he intended. 

Francoise Rosay never. talks 
about doing ‘Once in a Lifetime’ 
now. 


Florence Gilllum reviewiyg local 


shows in American Women Club 
mag. 
Beatrice Lillie burning when 


written in dailies she didn’t like 


Shaw play. 





Berlin 


Andre Daven again in Berlin. 

Rouben Mamoulian expected in 
town, 

Andre Gide, French author, here 
for a visit. 

There are 6,000 booth operators 
out of work. 

Charles Boyer to Ufa for one pic- 
ture in August. 

Joe May will make two pictures 
with Cine-Allianz. 

3rothers Rotters want to give up 
the Metropol theatre, 

Karl Wessel, best liked broadcast- 
ing man here, passed away. 

Revolt against Franz Schreker, 
manager of the Musical High School 
here. 

Late Eugen d’Albert, composer, 
left $20,000 to the Prussian Acad- 
emy of Art. 

Georg Alexander taken by the 
London Haymarket theatre on a 
long contract. 

Gustaf Gruendgens goes with the 
State Opera and State theatre here 
as stage director, as well as actor. 
Eugen Robert plans to rent a the- 
atre in west Berlin for a play with 
Max Pallenberg in the lead next 
season. 

Kurt Robitscheik, owner and di- 
rector of ‘Cabaret der Komiker,’ has 
differences with the managers’ asso- 
ciations. 

Hermann Haller, former manager 
of the Haller Revue, plans to rent 
Theatre am Schiffbauderdamm for 
operettas, 

Contracts of Eduard von Winter- 
stein, Paul Hoerbiger, Max Guel- 
storff, Franz Niklisch and Wolf- 
gang Liebeneiner with the Deut- 
sches theatre are renewed. 





Diary of a Stooge 





(Continued from page 36) 

you don’t want?’ I said. ‘I like to 
read mail.’ 

Mr: Bowery said sure I could. He 
sat down and pulled out a big check 
book and showed me how to write 
checks for the bill, so that when he 
comes home at night all he has to 
do is look the checks over and sign 
them, 

Another thing I have to do is an- 
swer the telephone and keep a rec- 
ord of all calls in a big book. And 
I have to find out from Napoleon 
what he needs for the kitchen and 
order it and keep a record of it. 
It’s going to be a lot of fun. Mr. 
Bowery didn’t say anything about 
salary, but I don’t care. 

I've got to quit and play my new 
banjo. When I play ‘Goodnight 
Sweetheart’ it almost puts me to 
sleep it's so beautiful. 


Los Angeles, Thursday. 


Mr. Bowery came home all ex- 
cited today. He said the picture 
was finished and he and Tillie got 
neW contracts and the studio was 
going to team them in the next pic- 
ture instead of having Tillie play a 
smaller part. Tillie looked like the 
best comedy find of the year, he 
said, and unusual, because she 
wasn’t a bad looking girl at all. 

A big lump got in my throat when 
he told me about Tillie, and Mr. 
Bowery noticed that I looked funny. 

‘Why don’t you break down and 
be nice to the girl?’ he said. ‘She 
keeps asking me all about you.’ 

‘Let her ask,’ I said. ‘If she had 
only stuck with me in the act I 
wouldn’t have been so awful at the 
RKO.’ 





‘If she'd have stuck with you,’ 


London 


Myer Golden off to off to Paris. 

Rodney Stone back again. 

Ike Hatch now doing a single, 

More dog race tracks opening, 

Rex Evans packing the Chez Not, 

Henry Sherek free for golf again, 

Tom Titt, the cartoonist, is a Pole. 

Ambassadors theatre for private 
sale. 

tina Malo investing in an ermine 
coat. 

Leslie Williams of Universal il} 
abed, 

Helen Burnell likely to break into 
films. 

No British 
week. 

Bobby Pinkus scheduled for the 
Phoenix. 

Max Rivers producing stage shows 
for Daly’s. 


Binnie Hale in English version of 
German film. 

Four Harmony Kings working 
Paris cabaret. 


Carl Hyson producing Piccadilly 
hotel cabaret. 

Ouida Bergere here writing pic« 
ture scenarios. 

London Film Co. has signed Andre 
Charlot to direct. 

Georgie Harris here after several 
years on Fox lot. 

Maurice and 
visiting the shows. 

Val Parnell two weeks’ 
at Clacton-on-Sea. 


Fred Thomas, of Western, con- 
firmed speedway fan. 


Queues in evening Gress outside 
tthe London Pavilion. 


The King and Queen at the Coli- 
seum to see ‘Casanova.’ 


The two Arthurs, Dent and Lea 
exchanging confidences. 


Lucille Benstead here again after 
sojourn in Los Angel-s. 


Louis J. Seymour s.rting a Rolls 
outside Ross’s restaurant. 


Mayfair Films starring Stanley 
Lupino in ‘King of the Ritz.’ 

Francis Laidler likely to 
cheap revue at the Lyceum. 


Adele Astaire making her bow at 
Ascot in the royal enclosure. 


Jack Buchanan turning down pic- 
ture offer from Myron Selznick. 


Nervo and Knox and Naughton 
and Gold to the Alhambra, Paris. 


Jack Webb, formerly Victoria 
Palace, scheduled to manage Daly’s. 


Daly’s theatre giving auditions 
for their continuous vaudeville flut- 
ter, 


Prince of Wales theatre revue 
vaudeville has arrived and looks a 
cinch. 


German flying aces special attrace- 
tion for a fortnight at Paramount's 
Plaza, 


Victor Luxembourg and Lucien 
Sammeit haunting honky-tonks for 
talent. 

Billy Caryll and Hilda Mundy 
opening at Cafe de Kommicker, 
Berlin, 


Indie film company being formed 
to star Basil Rathbone in ‘Lean 
Harvest.’ 

Mrs. Albert de Courville (Edith 
Kelly Gould) back after two days in 
America. 

John Southern blue penciling the 
‘Yo-Yo’ number of the Whispering 
Lunatics. 

Lord Cowley, who acts’ under 
name of Arthur Wellesley, staying 
at Carlton. 

Francis X. Bushman here. Un- 
like other film stars, says he’s look- 
ing for work. 

Daniel Mayer company doing se1- 
side concert parties during the sea- 
son at a profit. 

Gaiety theatre closed with no 
production in sight, but several 
offers, management turning down 
continuous vaude. 

Billy and Elsa Newell get week at 
Victoria Palace after substituting 
for ‘Kitchen Pirates” for one night. 

After several changes of name— 

the last being the Olympic—Leices- 
ter Square theatre back to its old 
one. 
The Kasbdeck, adjoining Princes’ 
Restaurant, to be run as night ren- 
dezvous under the guidance of Dora 
Maughan. 


strawberries Ascot 


sus Schlesinger 


vacation 


run 
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said Bowery, ‘she wouldn't be mak- 
ing three hundred a week now.’ 
I couldn’t believe it. ‘Is Tillie 


really making that much?’ I asked 
him, 
‘Sure,’ said Mr. Bowery. ‘And in 


another six months she'll be mak- 
ing three fifty.’ 

It made me feel sort of uncon- 
scious to hear that Tillie was mak- 
ing all that money. 

‘Now,’ said Mr. Bowery, ‘don’t you 
think you ought to me nice to her?’ 

‘What is money!’ I said at him 
real loud. ‘I hate her!’ 

Then I ran upstairs to my 
without eating any supper. 

If the studio is paying Tillie $300 
a week to poke her face at a cam- 
era, I should be getting $500 for 
practicing on my banjo. 


room 





The whole world is all wrong. 
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News of Dalies—Coast - Going Places 
O Chatter (Continued from page 38) By Cecelia Ager 
jafter a before-dawn drive. She 
By Ruth Morris | blames it on a stranger who struck 
a jher car and dazed her, but Holly- State Goes Zoo , straight. The girls have a lot of 
® ’ " iat ahr oe ae | The denizens of the deep and the | costumes i gen fabric but old im 
‘Find’ Not Found and as prettily colored as a birth- |~~ ; = beasties of the field have captured | idea, to wear; something must be 
Charlotte Murrie, hailed by the day cake. The Hales steal awards Three bandits took an assertea|the fancy of the State’s vaude this Tee to rivet audience attention. 
Roxy program as ‘The Find of the with that walloping finish, with a | $2,600, week-end receipts, from C. L. week. Each lady on the bill is, in | Pascd in sequin Ov es green fo anda 
. sant be? aks Wetdew’ grand novelty color transformation, ‘Langley, Ocean Park concession |a nice way, animal-conscious. Adele tions. with green ostrich plumes on 
Year,’ couldnt be found at Friday's | and a darling suite of turquoise and |owner, after binding and gagging | Nelson presents a troupe of baby ele- | their heads and bunched at their 
She must have|white Pierrot suits. Vaughn de|his secretary. phants, Nell Kelly takes off a giraffe hips, the: dauntiess David Bines 


opening show. 
siipped into one of the Roxyettes’ 
numerous disguises and walked out 
ef a bill that had 
women contesting for first place. 
Whatever the reason, Miss Murrie, 
spoken of around town as a new 
type of hot blues didn’t 
show to prove her claim to a brand | 


three single 


singer, 


mew style of delivery. 

Irene Ricardo and Ann Penning- 
ton tenant the large stage for the 
duration of familiar specialties. 
Neither means anything in a large 
house whose audiences are edu- 
eated to spectacular entertainment. 
Miss Pennington’s musical comedy 
reputation doesn’t sway the Roxy 
when it is cheated of an imposingly 
built up entrance and a sound ap- 


plause' routine. Irene Ricardo’s 
lyrics and informal good humor 
find an apathetic welcome in the 


Cathedral’s wide open spaces. The 
arresting blues of Ted Healy’s Lady 
Racketeer are too harsh and bold 
to suit aloof, complacent patrons. 
This week's visiting ladies are at 
a disadvantage though they gal- 
lantly try to ward off the threat- 
ened last days of the Roxy. 


The resident personnel is at its 
best with entertainment suited to 
the proportions and audience re- 
action of a mammoth auditorium. 
“Waltz of the Fans’ summons the 
Roxyettes and Ballet to invoke a 
lovely spectacle of color and line. 
Dr. Riesenfeld’s dignified arrange- 
ment of ‘1812’ gives renewed fire to 
that well-known burning of Mos- 
cow. All the Roxy resources: the 
expansive, light-sensitive cyc, the 
magic of cross-beam rays. that 
dramatize moving tableaux, the 
rich punctuations of costumes ac- 
curately spotted, built to a* mighty 
climax. All the Roxy has io do 
now is make the pantomimists of | 
‘Victory’ perform as gloriously as 
the house lighting system. 


Overboard on Dress 


The Fox costume department 
went on a tear and tried to find 
out just how much lace, satin, 
chiffon and white fox it could cram 
into ‘Bachelor’s Affairs. Having 
reached that quota, it set to work 
adding novel trimming: black 
gequined belts, crossed shoulder 
straps, little nose veils, intricately 
seamed hip lines burdened with 
deep fox borders, necklines com- 
plicated by black and white design. 
For all its effort, not one dress 
stands out as an individual, dis- 
tinct entity. The costumes, effec- 
tive enough the moment they flash 
across the screen, are too compli- 
cated, too cut up with meaningless 
design to earn the fashion rating 
they strive for. Two Ypsilanti 
belles, represented by Joan Marsh 
and Minna Gombell, would select 





obvious styles on their trips to 
European and American big eee | 
but they’d have to be inspired to 
collect a so thoroughly antastic | 
wardrobe. 


Minna Gombell performs solidly | 
in any studio assignment. For 
“Bachelor's Affairs,’ she has dis- 
covered a new coiffure, large waves 
softening facial contour, and a 
flattering, subdued make-up. Joan 
Marsh's part asks her only to open 
her eyes very wide to express com- 
plete boredom, or toss her platinum 
blonde bob to denote the turbulent 
Joie de vivre of the younger gen- 
eration. Irene Purcell and Rita La 
Roy model the least strident cos- 
tumes and acquit themselves cap- 
ably in routine roles, Miss Purcell 
realizing a few laughs through her 
method of quiet under-statement. 





64 Chester Hales 

Yascha Bunchuk’s Third Birthday 
Party is the sort of celebration that | 
the fortissimo-loving Maestro might 
have dreamed of. Sixty-four Ches- 
ter Hales—you can count ‘em, 24 in 
white, 24 in red and 16 in brilliant | 
blue—march on the stage pounding | 
64 drums, creating a din that must 
be heard clear around the world— 
or, at least, as far as Hoboken. Not | 
many conductors can boast of such | 
® birthday fete. Few have such well 
trained dance lines that double so 








eagerly in orchestra traps. Not 
many maestros could stand the 
sound. Ca C’est Bunchuk. 


All the costumes are fresh, clever, 


Leath’s deep coral frock is true to 
the line that is dignified and neat 
for stylish stoutness. 
ell’s strut pajamas of pale blue 
satin remember that a dark strip 
imposed over either hip and pro- 
ceeding down the pantleg has a 
chie, slenderizing effect. 

Both soloists register on perform- 
ance and individual charm. Miss 
Powell’s fresh, smooth 


audience at first glance. The lazy 
design of her shuffle dance, broken 
up with precise taps, contrives a 
distinctly different routine that is 
insured of hearty exit applause. 


Miss de Leath’s mike recital is 
varied and sure-fire, what with a 
medley of radio-favorites and the 
hoofing finish that never fails. 


Versatile Bath Tubs 


The showmanship of salesman- 
ship has transformed the bath tub. 
The Exposition of the National As- 
sociation of Master Plumbers 
transformed Madison Square Gar- 
den into a Cecil B. de Mille set. Its 
purpose was to present the bath- 
tub in as many disguises as the 
Roxyettes. 

It was presented as a recliner for 
artificial sun-bathing; a library 
with specially affixed book racks, 
cigarette nooks and ash trays; a 
siesta lounge appointed with scarlet, 
rubberized pillows; a work of 17th 
Century Sienna marble or of chic, 
stream line modernism, 


On the side, it will probably still 
hold water and bathe those who are 
old-fashioned enough to expect a 
bath tub to be useful, 


Surrounded by glorious, glamor- 
ous art, the NAMP’s show estab- 
lished one practical fact. One of 
the Master Plumbers has invented 
a wagon with compartments de- 
signed to contain every tool known 
to the trade. The NAMP is a little 
tired of all the fun that has been 
poked at the plumber who must re- 
turn to his shop for necessary im- 
plements. They felt it was a little 
undignified to let the joke go on 
unprotested. The invention is their 


retort courteous to the critical 
jibes of the world. 
Good Mechanics 
Laura Hope Crews, Elizabeth 


Patterson and Louise Closser Hale, 
appearing together in ‘New Morals 
for Old,’ form an audience-wise 
trio. Their combined knowledge of 
stage and screen technique leaves 
little to be said on the mechanics 
of character portrayal. 


The Misses Patterson and Hale 
are cast in parts excellently suited 
to appearance and personality. Miss 
Crews is not completely at ease as 
a typical American mother alter- 
nately provoked and desolated by 


|that still bothersome ‘younger gen- 


eration.’ Smart British diction, soft 
ephemeral inflections, and a selfish- 
ly sweet and teary 
reminiscent of her unforgettable 
performance in ‘The Silver Chord,’ 
are not typical of the audience idea 
of sanctified American moherhood. 
Miss Crew’ subtle style can only 
help to confuse the issue when even 
the author can’t decide between 
biting satire and home-and-hearth 
sob stuff. 


Margaret Perry’s screen debut re- 
tains a good deal of the cooing sim- 
plicity she learned 
part of ‘Strictly Dishonorable.’ 


isters as a young, hard-working in- 
genue, in need of less strained di- 
rection and more natural make-up. 
Her coiffure, a halo of large, rebel- 
lious ringlets, will have to be sub- 
dued before it will be accepted as 
authentic jeune fille style. For a 
debuting ingenue it’s too eccentric, 


|obvious and dangeronsly like a 
fright wig. 
Kathryn Crawford is very gay | 


and illustrated-magazine-section as 


Zoe, a French art student whose 
Left Bank studio resembles a flat | 
along the Bronx River; Ruth Sel- | 
wyn, in an unimportant bit, sub- 
jects herself to a _ soiled, untidy 
make-up; Myrna Loy throws all | 


the Loy mannerisms into the tiniest 


| suggestion of a part that the plot | 


picks up late and drops quickly. 


Eleanor Pow- | 


make-up, | 
sleek bob and ready smile win the | 


smile that is} 


in the leading | 
In 


more effective movements, she reg- | i i te, 
| Patricia Knapp, 


Mid-West 


ling scrap. there. Melvin Wehr- 
meister was held as operator of 
the game, 

Palm theatre, St. Louis, handed 





Richard Barthelmess won his $62,- 
672 suit against Dallas S. Squire, his} 
|ecollege chum and business agent.| 
| Money was for some stock actor} 
| claimed was used as collateral with- | 
|out his permission and lost. 

Eleanor Boardman, actress, will 
lask for a divorce from King Vidor.| 
Couple were married five years ago 
|and have two children. 





William | 


McQuarrie agency suing 
| Desmond for $510 commission. 





| Lily Damita and Gilbert Roland | 
linked in print. 

John Gilbert filed a petition in| 
Superior court asking appointment | 
|of a successor trustee for the First 
| National Bank of Beverly Hills, 
which was administering a $300,000 
i}trust fund for him until it closed 
| June ¥s Petition stated that Gil- 
bert’s property consisted of securi- 
ties. 





Majorie Crawford, aviatrix and 
actress, settled her $102,475 damage | 
suit, for auto accident injuries she | 
received, out of court. 


Jean Delare, 22-year-old actress, | 


her landlord of $41 rent. 


Second marriage of Opal Heggie, 
who says she is an actress, to 
Claude. Heggie annulled when ac- 
tress said her first marriage, when 
she was 15, was still legal, although 
she had thought it was annulled. 


Gary Cooper’s chauffeur treated at 
hospital after being bitten by actor’s 
pet chimpanzee. 


of married life, 
Eleen Mercedes, dancer, and Kins- 
bury Simkovitch were divorced 
June 24. Wife charged cruelty, 


After 40 days 


Cc. A. Barranger, studio employee, 
was relieved of clothing value at 
$320 from his parked car. 


Jack Chertok, film executive, di- 
vorced from Pearl White Chertok, 
actress. 


Snub Pollard wants to collect 
$5,000 on a note against the estate 
of William B, Bigar. 





Adolph Menjou’s 20-year-old 
adopted son, Harold L. Menjou, has 
been released from the County Jail 
under $6,000 bond. He will be given 
a preliminary hearing on charges 
of murder and drunk driving, re- 
sulting from an accident in which 
his 16-year-old companion, Marjorie 
Gautheir of Beverly Hills, was 
killed. 





Maurice Revnes, former agent, is 
suing Ina Claire for $824 commis- 
sion for obtaining her the part in 
‘Rebound,’ which did five weeks at 
the Belasco, L. A. Miss Claire’s 
earnings on percentage were $8,246. 





Mrs. Sydney Chaplin is eastbound 
on her way to Milan, Italy, to meet 
her husband. 





Years ago Ann Harding, in West- 
| port, Ct., is said to have told youth- 
| ful John Schroyer he ought to go 
into pictures. He knocked at her 
door this week, saying he was 
ready. Private dicks are looking 
for him and his new wife to take 
them back home. 





Frances Creel, 18-year-old daugh- 
ter of Blanche Bates and George 
| Creel, has started on the stage in 
San Francisco in ‘Rerkeley Square.’ 





J. Hyans, secretary of the} 


| Federated Motion Picture Crafts, 
talking in favor of the Federal! 
$5,000,000,000 public works bond} 
issue. 


19-year-old ac- 
tress who made a parachute jump | 
on a dare, will make a second leap |! 
at a municipal air show. 








Dells roadhouse, near Chicago, 
had its gambling room closed by 
police after a raid followed a shoot- 








over $450 from its safe to a couple | 
of gunmen, who threatened Conrad 
Thien, caretaker and brother of the 
owner, Victor Thien. 





Neighborhood in Minneapolis took 
«u vote on the construction of a pic- 


| that matches them, 


exonerated of charges she defrauded | 


out of a kangaroo, and Raye, Ellis 


| troupe splits in two, each group to 


and La Rue in their undersea bal- |cheer its own challenge dancer. 
let have a hideous octopus to con- Earlier in the show the girls had 
quer anew every show. done something about taps in gold 
Miss Nelson’s elephants contend | fringe trunks and bandeaus. A little 
that though their hides may be) later they accompanied, in toe bal- 
tough, their souls yearn for style— j|let, Mr. and Mrs. Jesse Crawford at 
so every one of their toesies is|the organ. Twirling quietly and 
painted a bright henna. They are daintily in chartreuse green chiffon 
vain little elephants, these three, for | made fancy with ruffled godets, they 
they are specialty dancers adept in| were very careful to keep their 
the cooch, the sailor’s hornpipe, the | stepping in precise time to the 
waltz, gypsy pirouettings and the | music. Graciously they effaced 
dance of the drunkard. Should any |themselves; their chance was to 
of the less perspicacious in the au- | come, 
dience wonder just which dance is| For the finale the girls changed 


which, there’s Miss Nelson herself, 
brilliantly clad in orange velvet and 
rhinestones, leading her troupe in 
movements so determined that no 
one can fail to get it. 

Nell Kelly’s arms and legs revolve 


into white organdy dresses with full 
skirts and ruffled armholes, dashed 
down the aisles of the theatre, and 
stood silently under spots as Rudy 
|} Vallee crooned and audience 
|gaped, stunned to see girls so fully 


the 


in their sockets with terrifying ease. | clothed usurping the aisles in the 
She covers the stage in leaps and} Minsky tradition. 
bounds—kKangaroo-like, yet her ex- Ethel Merman, sagely clad in 


traordinary length of limb has about 
it a tinge of the giraffe. Miss Kelly’s 


| chalk white crepe the better to dis- 


| play her rich bronze sunburn, sings 


movements and postures are so clearly and dramatically a long lyric 
violently grotesque she’s been un- }about drums in her heart. As she 


able so far to find song material 
Pantomime all 
the time without the bother of ex- 
planatory lyrics—and she'll estab- 
lish her unique personality with- 
out so much waste of time or effort. 


pretends to be the personification of 
a pearl in metal trunks and ban- 
deau. Her hair falling free about 
her shoulders, she’s thrown from 
pearl diver to pearl diver until the 
octopus, suspended by not so in- 
visible wires, floats down to make 
trouble. He’s vanquished, but not 
before the pearl makes a thrilling 
back dive from a deep sea preci- 
pice, only to fall in the arms of an 
adagio dancer pearl diver anyway. 


Par Girls Take a Dare 
The David Bines Girls don’t care 
how much fun Ray Bolger makes 


Paramount stage show, they’re go- 
ing to do their challenge dancing 
just the same. A line-up’s got to think 
of itself when its home grounds 
are invaded by a lot of glittering 
outsiders. The bleachers may laugh 
all they like when the grand old 
institution of challenge dancing is 
kidded, but they never fail to ap- 
plaud it when it’s given them 





ture theatre and came out for it 
1,469 to 841, 


Evanston, Ill, police were fooled 


intebriates on William Wightman, 
a circus tight rope walker. It cut 
his fine from $100 to $5. 


Rumblings of labor trouble popped 
up in Geneva, Ill, when a black 
powder bomb was thrown in the 
rear of the Fargo theatre there. 





plenty of.windows shattered around 
the vicinity. Police guard now 
patrolling the theatre, 





Freiburg Passion Play, given in 
English in Omaha at Ak-Sar-Ben 
field, was played on a three-block 
stage. Adolph Fassnacht played 
‘Christus’ and also manager of the 
company. 





Covenant club, Chicago, whose 
membership includes many theatri- 
cal people, hit by a foreclosure suit, 
cnarging default on $50,000 worth 
of bonds. Property represents a 
total investment of $800,600. 

Peter J. Weismuller, brother of 
Johnny, swimming champ, involved 
in divorce action at the same time 
his brother opened a stage engage- 
ment at the Oriental, Chicago. Com- 
plaint charges desertion. 





In a political feud in Wabash, 
Ind., Don M. Nixon, publisher of 
the Wabash ‘Plain Dealer,’ was 


sentenced to serve 10 days in jail 
for contempt of court. It followed 
Nixon’s criticism of the appoint- 
ment of Judge Frank Switzer as 
receiver of the Wabash County 
Loan & Trust Co. Whole town is 
het up over the affair, 


Sary lights, 


of challenge dancing in this week’s | 


when putting the chalk line test for 


Building was empty at the time, but | 


| finishes forte, lights pick out behind 
the scrim drummer boys beating 
lustily. There is no question about 
what she means, and a sock ap- 
plause wind-up as well. Drums do 
that to people. 





After an adagio waltz introduc- 
tion Raye, Ellis and La Rue get Faces and Jewelry 
down to business, the fighting of! ‘here is the long earrings figger 
that mean old octopus. The girl 


and the long earrings face: Rarely 
a girl has both. The long earrings 
| face is essential to the best wear- 
jing of these glamorous appendages, 
|the figger but a pleasant adjunct. 
Claudette Colbert, unfortunately 
for the frequency with which loygg 
earrings parallel her neck in ‘The 
Man From Yesterday,’ has only the 
long earrings figger. The long ear- 
rings nose is straight in profile; 
Miss Colbert’s nose is charmingly, 
but not suitable for the jewelry she 
affects—turned up. 

In most of Miss Colbert’s 
tense moments she is surrounded 
iby glistening baguette. crystals. 
Twinkling and shiverimy from. the 
screen, their movements are so 
fascinating it’s hard to remember 
that Miss Colbert’s there doing 
some mighty strenuous acting be- 
hind them. Miss Colbert does quite 
a bit of acting, giggling, and emo- 
tion-registering in ‘The Man From 
Yesterday’ in order to hide from 
the audiencé, it seems, her lack of 
genuine conviction in what the 
story says is happening to her. 





A Vienna Roll 
In Vienna too, it is gratifying to 
learn from ‘The Office Girl,’ she gets 
farthest who holds ouf for the wed- 
ding band. Viennese typists are 
every whit as ambitious as their 
American counterparts, and Vien- 
nese bank directors as appreciative 
of feminine virtue. Since ‘The Of- 
fice Girl’ was filmed in Germany, it 
can be safely assumed that its Con- 
tinental sociological customs are 
| based on first hand observation. 
Renate Muller, the buxom girl 
from the German sticks, is not op- 
posed to good innocent fun, but she 
knows where to draw the line. Tea 
in her employer’s apartment~yes, 
but the apartment itself, no, a 
thousand times no, and also some 
grade A indignation. Miss Muller’s 
job-seeking costume is fitted with 
a zipper at the neck, agreeably ad- 
justable, her’ job-seeking stockings 
are spun of sheerest silk, but just 
because she knows where her ad- 
vantage lies a bank director mustn't 
suppose that’s all she knows. 
Miss Muller’s fetching German ace 
|cent is explained by the fact that 
| she hails from Prussia, whereas the 
|rest of the girls living in her work- 
ing girls’ pension are native born 
Viennese who just hapnen to speak 
| With a touch of Cockney. Just as 
| an attractive girl here is that much 
| more attractive if she has a foreign 
l|accent, so is Miss Muller superior 
| to her associates in Vienna. Maybe 
| theiz skirts hang straight while hers 
| droops down in back, maybe they’ve 
discovered coiffures while all she 
'can do with her hair is to crimp it, 
| but she is a creature from another 











D waded pT ateae,,| and and so is more helpless, more 
win maceratie convention in Chicage | appealing, and ever #0 much more 
the special lighting effects the Re- | bewitching. Miss Muller goes big 
|publicans had, which made news|?" Vienna, and as s00n as tg 
picture taking possible. Jyemocrats bust wench returns to style in this 
refused to pay $5,000 for the neces- | country, she has ampie chance to 


igo big here. 
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White Rats held their 16th annual 
meeting. Had to borrow a church, 
being unable to hire a hall. 





Booking office was sending shows 


Inside Stuff—Pictures 


Much noise has been unnecessarily made, it seems, over the claims of 
credit for keeping the theatre tax above 40c. Running down the different 
claims, no one appears to stand out for the credit receiving end. Each of 
the several interested parties on the picture side of the tax did their 
share, from all accounts. 

Notwithstanding, there have been erroneous claims made. One was to 
the effect that the Harry Warner testimony on stock manipulations before 
the Senate Banking Committee weaned several senators away from the 
theatres on the tax vote. This is denied in neutral quarters. Another is 
the effort of the Allied State exhibs in Washington to repudiate any sem- 
blance of credit to any one but themselves. The Ailied States spokesman 
in Washington in a bulietin to Allied membership berated ‘Variety’ as 
coloring the facts, at the same time taking all of the credit to the Allied 
states. Just why the Allied leaders should feel that they must have 
more credit than the others, unless that is required for them to hold 
their jobs, is just another one of the funny things around any paid leader 
for indie exhibs. 

As a matter of record it is said that a picture man not directly con- 





to the Plattsburgh, N. Y. training] cerned with the theatre did as much as anyone else to aid the tax thing 


camp. Camp theatres still in the 
future, though being arranged. 





Another elephant stampede. This 
time at Springfield, Mass. Bull man 
chained his first captive to a tree 
and went after the others. When 
he returned, both ‘he elephant and 
the tree were gone. 





Small parks around Chicago being 
raided by Feds for selling liquor to 
soldiers in uniform. 

Music pubs told they did not have 
to pay royalties on German songs 
during the war. Such payments 
held to be treasonable, 





England sent a recruiting mission 
to New York to try and round up 
English players. 





William Harris announced he 
wanted to make $1,000,000 on ‘13th 
Chair’ before he turned it over to 
stock, Planned four companies for 
the coming season. 





Henderson's restaurant, Coney 
Island, planning a $10,000 floor show. 
Intended for vaudeville after Labor 
Day. 





Columbia burlesque wheel con- 
templated 38 weeks with only one 
layoff, 





Munitions demands making it hard 
to get steel A. H. Woods, who 
planned a theatre in Chicago, ex- 
ultant because he bought in advance 
and had all the material on the lot. 





Parkling problem began to loom 
as a theatre menace, 


90 YEARS AGO 


(From ‘Clipper’) 








Companies playing San Francisco 
and up the Coast used boats in 
preference to the railroads. Cheaper. 





Henry E. Abbey signed Lily Lang- 
try for an American tour to begin in 
November. 





Building on her success at Pas- 
tor’s, Lillian Russell was singing 
‘Patience’ at Niblo’s Garden. Opened 
at the Bijou, but a row with the 
management resulted in a transfer. 
Still in her first year on the stage. 





Shows at Miner’s Bowery had 
been cut an hour and were now 
over by 11 p. m. Performances ran 
late for the benefit of the bar, which 
was a reguiar part of most vaude 
houses. 





John Robinson show was headed 
for California, going out by Union 
and Central Pacific and back by 
Santa Fe. Transportation contracts 
provided that no other tent shows 
would be moved during that time, 
assuring freedom from opposition. 
No Interstate Commerce Comm. 





Tony Denier, famous clown of his 
day, had built a home in Chicago. 
Took advertising space to ask all 
clowns to send in their photos. 
Wanted a complete collection, as he 
had a room devoted to them. 





One of the original summer stocks 
was Idle Hours Co. at Ticonderoga, 
N. ¥Y. Only one show a week, com- 
monwealth, but they made board 
money. 





Chestnut St. Opera House, Phila- 
delphia, to have electric lights. 





Barnum, Bailey & Hutchinson 
London Shows did $109,195 in Bos- 
ton in 11 days. 





George Castle quit King & Castle's 
mixed agency to specialize in vaude- 
ville bookings on his own. Had five 
Chicago houses and could give up 


in Wash. 





Among the Fox studio letouts was Ben Page, known as the lot mystery 
man. Page when dropped was in Chicago and was notified that he need 
not return to the studio. He arrived at the Hollywood plant shortly 
after Harley Clarke took over the Fox reins. Latter sent word on that 
Page was his old English teacher and that room should be made for 
him. f 

Page was given an office and most of his time was spent in visiting 
stages and listening to lot gossip. At about two-month intervals he 
would take a jaunt to Chicago to visit Clarke. This is said to have kept 
up after Sheehan ieft the lot and during the time that D. EB. McIntire 
was in chargo. 

About three weeks ago Page disappeared and when a check was made 
as to his whereabouts it was learned that he had gone east to visit 
Clarke. 





One of the most unusual strikes in theatre history recently occurred 
at Corrimal, New South Wales. All customers walked out of the house 
and picketed it because an operator, an assistant and a general utility 
hand were fired. 

Theatre changed hands recently with the new management putting 
in a wage cut. Three employees refused to accept and were fired. Then 
the townsmen went on strike and warned the new manager they wouldn't 
come back until the trio were taken back at the old salaries. Number 
of these people formed a band and hung around the front of the house 
for several days. The few stragglers who braved the mob and paid an 
admission were waited for till they came out and were escorted to their 
homes by the band. 





Some of the old timers are betting on Hoover before the Democratic 
nominations, basing their hunch on the proposition that the candidate 
who gets the most applause in the theatres doesn’t get the office. This 
held good long before pictures came, but the widespread newsreels make 
the condition more pronounced. 

For three campaigns any mention of the late William Jennings Bryan 
was the signal for tumultuous applause. And Bryan never came in. In 
1912 it was not quite a fair test, for Theodore Roosevelt had split the 
Republican party with his Bull Moose movement, but neither Wilson or 
Taft was given a tenth of the applause Roosevelt was accorded. 

Right now Hoover is getting the boos, so the veterans are laying their 
bets on him. 





The new admissions tax does not impose the same task on the collec- 
tors as did the wartime measure because it does not apply to the smaller 
theatres, with tickets up to 40 cents exempt. Former law taxed all priced 
tickets, but it was never collected from hundreds of theatres, managers 
in some cases never even knowing there was a tax. 

The Internal Revenue Department at that time finally cailed upon the 
Department of Justice and agents made many arrests. However, there 
was no way to check up on the amounts due, the managers invariably 
claiming the records were destroyed or that no books were kept. Most 
of the cases were not prosecuted, but occasionally a settlement was 
accepted by the government. 





‘Rain’ (UA) will be- the first talker to employ the new Erpi wide 
range recording, advantage of which is said to be the extension of the 
frequency range of sounds that can be recorded and reproduced. The 
new system is placed to its test on this picture with its constant drip- 
ping of rain. 

The major changes in wide range recording consist of the use of mov- 
ing coil mikes to the exclusion of all other types and in the introduction 
of three simple electrical networks which result in flattening the overall 
frequency characteristics from the output of the microphone to the input 
of the scanning slit in reproducing. Increase in fidelity is more than 
half an octave over previous recording limits. 





Upstate New York theatre property owners holding leases with Publix 
have recently received letters signed by John Hertz as president asking 
for ‘abatements’ of rental. 

One landlord calling Hertz long distance to inquire what was meant 
by abatement was told that suspension of rental over the summer period 
was being sought. The property owner advised that according to Web- 
ster abatement meant reduction and stated that if any further reductions 
were made the lessee would probably be doing business with the 
mortgagor. 





Major studios are turning a cold shoulder on indie producers who want 
to rent their sets. It’s an about face from the stand of the majors a 
few weeks ago when they looked upon set renting as an ideal way of 
clipping the overhead. 

Major producers feel that the short money producers will give them 
too much competition if allowed to use the redressed sets. Eastern 
money men might also think that if the small boys can turn out flash 
product for small budgets there must be something wrong with the 
larger organizations. 





Harry Brandt, whe leased the Globe, N. Y. for two weeks for exhibi- 
tion of the Schmeling-Sharkey fight pictures, took the film away from 
Harry Charnas who wanted it for the Winter Garden. Brandt is placing 
it also into the Lyric, 42d street house, tomorrow (Wednesday), on a 
25c. grind. 

Charnas had the jump on Brandt on his deal but lost out by refusing 
to guarantee Britton-Beyer more than 20% over $12,000. Warners wanted 
to throw it into the Garden as an added attraction with ‘Dark Horse.’ 





Filing of the Fox Film Co.’s suit against William Fox, whereby the 
company hopes to collect several millions, is expected to be made within 
the next few days. Notice of suit has already been filed in the Supreme 
Court, Nassau, Long Island, where William Fox maintains a residence. 

As reported Fox Films will allege almost the same things as in the 
action which Fox Theatres now has against William Fox for $5,000,000 
on alleged manipulation of assets of the firm. 








to 16 weeks, 


Pressure of efficiency in lowering production budgets ts forcing a 


———-— J 
eect 


ties of the trick shot experts and film processing laboratories to obtain 
that so-called ‘production’ value. 

This applies particularly to makers of remote adventure epics and 
domestic action thrillers, such as aviation, naval, undersea and freak 
pictures which in former days required days of patient labor and em- 
ployment of stunt actors. 





A recently organized indie picture firm is looking at, but not collecting. 
its share of the b.o. coming in on its first production. The coin is going 
to creditors, . 

Firm produced its picture on the customary shoelace and when its low 
capital fund was used up, assigned the b.o. for the first six weeks, or until 
its debts were covered, to the creditors who made complete production 
possible, Picture has been playing various spots for about three weeks 
now. 





With inéependent leasing studios tightening up on office rental space 
to fly-by-night picture promoters, owners of office buildings on Santa 
Monica Blvd. in Hollywood, between Gower and LaBrea Avenues, are 
offering furnished offices for as low as $10 per month. 

Several indie promoters are taking advantage of this by acquiring a 
suite of five to six offices for the price asked for a hole in the wall at 
any of the leasing studios. Five-room suites give the boys a deluxe 
flash for interviewing prospective angels. 





Enterprising letter writer has sent a complete exploitation campaign 
layout to Paramount giving, among other suggestions, a selling catch 
line for the Four Marx Brothers’ next picture, ‘Four Crying Out Loud.’ 
Studio figures this ought to qualify the chap for Broadway instead of 
Hollywood. 

Studios are being swamped with letters suggesting story plots and 
even casting suggestions. Ordinary fan mail is reported as decidedly 
decreased. 





With ‘Movie Crazy’ scheduled to be released in October, Harold Lloyd 
is not taking any chances of his gags being stolen and has previewed the 
picture twice so far without even his employees being tipped off where 
the trial was to be held. 

Each time Lloyd and his crew hopped into a car with the picture 
under their arms, drove 125 miles from here to Fresno and San Diego, 
respectively, and requested a theatre manager to run off the picture. 
Manager had no previous knowledge of the coming preview. 





Paramount is experimenting with ‘Windfall,’ novel by Robert D. 
Andrews, which may be retitled ‘If I Had a Million.’ 

Piece has to do with an eccentric millionaire who wills $1,000,000 to 
each of 10 names picked at random out of the phone book. Par’s idea 
is to show what each of the 10 does with the money in unrelated epi- 
sodes, not being tied up except as to the central money theme. Ten 
separate stories will therefore be written by various people for the one 
picture, 





Paramount, opening ‘Aren’t We All’ (British-made) at the Rivoli, New 
York, Thursday (30), received only 25 stills sent over on the picture. of 
the 25 only three included Gertrude Lawrence, the star, and of these 
there were none of her alone. 

As a result, Par had to contact the Selwyn office to obtain stills of 
Miss Lawrence from ‘Private Lives’ (play). It dug into its own archives 
for stills on ‘Battle of Paris,” made by Par with Miss Lawrence, but 
finding little ‘there it could use. eo 





‘Bring ’Em Back Alive’ Frank Buck and James Cagney are members 
of the same club, both having been bell-hops. Buck was in the Hotel 
Sherman, Chicago, and Cagney, when the Friars dined him last winter, 
told of having worked there as a youth. 

Buck was married to Amy Leslie, the Loop dramatic critic. 
years ago Miss Leslie, when asked where Buck was, 
he was hunting big game in Africa. 


About two 
replied she heard 





United Artists got permission of all New York theatre circuits before 
releasing the German version of ‘Congress Dances’ to the Little Carnegie, 
foreign sure-seater. Picture, in its English version, has not yet played 
around the nabes. 

U. A. feared the theatres booking it would resent any showing in the 


foreign houses, but the exhibs decided that the two versions wouldn't 
conflict. 





In a formal report to the Canadian Fire Prevention Association with 
regard to theatre safety in Canada, Col. J. A. Cooper, president of the 
Canadian Motion Picture Distributors Association, declared there had not 
been loss of life in the destruction of any theatre by fire during the past 
five years, the average number of theatres in operation being 1,900. 

Official records showed a total of only 15 fires in picture theatres 
during 1931 with a total loss of $2,517. 





Former operator of a Hollywood leasing studio went to New York 
three weeks ago to evade process servers and promote additional money 
to keep the studio open. 

Finding coin hard to raise the operator is now soliciting coast friends 
for transportation to bring him home, preferring to meet the sheriffs to 
panhandling on Broadway. 





Instead of trying to sell the biggest story or provide the greatest 
‘discovery,’ the cranks who are now plaguing film home offices have 
plans to revolutionize the entire picture business. Some of the execu- 
tives are turning more persistert ‘geniuses’ over to the house detective. 

Paramount had one who refused to leave the office of Earl Wingart 
publicity manager, until the detective threatened to call Bellevue. 





Warners is lending every support to George Brent with a view to 
building him up rapidly. In ‘Weekend Marriage’ WB, in some spots, 
is billing him over the title and Loretta Young. ; 

On the New York engagement Miss Young’s name was on top haif thé 
week with Brent replacing for the balance. 





Not satisfied with 24 obsolete taxicabs purchased outright for use in 
his present series of Taxi-cab slapstick comedies, Hal Roach rented 35 
additionai yellow cabs for the four-wheeled mob scene. 

First of series will be completed this week and rushed through cutting 
rooms for early release. 





‘Aren’t We All? (Par-British) going into the Rivoli makes thre¢ 
straight foreign films for this Broadway spot. 

Started with ‘Congress Dances’ (UA) and currently 
talion’ (U) is there with both of these German films. 


‘Doomed Bat- 





Unusual amount of trouble is being taken by Metro to make ‘Huddle’ 
acceptable to a world market. Studio is removing all football sequences 
replacing with soccer games and dialog. Title will also be changed for 
abroad, 





Revolution in sound recording is hinted by Warners if present experi- 
ments prove practical. Claimed it will eliminate monitor men and mon- 
itor rooms along with wagon generators. New sound equipment is not 
much larger than the camera. 





Foreign pictures will be shown at Fox Coast studio every Thursday 
night for the production department heads, writers and directors. Studio 





nuimber of the major producing organizations te seek services and facili- 


feels that viewing the foreign product might give some of the boys ideas: 
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Estate to Lose Erlanger’s; Million 
New Claim Makes Total $7,000,000 








A seore of attorneys appeared be- 
fozs Surrogate John P. O’Brien last 
week during argument over the ac- 
eounting of the estate of the late 
A. lh Brianger filed recently by 
Saul J. Baron, temporary adminis- 
trator. No action was taken by the 
surrogate other than to set Aug. 17 


as the date when claims are to be 
filed. Total of the claims is in ex- 
cess Of $7,000,000, which were con- 
ceded by Baron, who stated that on 
March 31 the cash on hand totaled 
$124. 

In addition to the claims up to 
that time, a new item of $950,000 
eame up. It concerns the bonds is- 
sued by the Caesar Theatre Cor- 
poration, operating Erlanger’s thea- 
tre, New York. Counsel for a 
bondholders protective committee, 
stated the securities to be worth- 
less as a lien. Erlanver personally 
guaranteed the bonds, which ex- 
plains the claim against the estate. 
Joe Toplitsky is co-guarantor and 
it 1s possible the coast operator may 
be involved if the estate does not 
settle. 


Astor Owns Ground 
Erlanger’s is built on ground 
owned by Vincent Astor and the 


latter has started dispossess pro- 
ceedings and will probably take 
possess'on of the house. Would not 
be surprising if, in that event, the 
theatre would be razed. The house 
cost $1,100,000 to build, an excessive 
cost that resulted in such high 
fixed charges it is virtually impos- 
sible to operate at a profit. Under- 
stood the late showman never saw 
the theatre until it was completed. 
He ordered its construction at a 
time when it looked like he and 
associates would lose possession of 
the New Amsterdam. The Erlanger 
estate holds about one third of 
the bonds, Marcus Heiman also be- 
ing interested, through having tak- 
en over Leonard E. Bergman’s 
holdings. Last winter the bond- 
holders were offered half of the in- 
terest, same to apply for next sea- 
gon. Nothing appears to have 
come of the plan. 


$1,756,000 Chicago Claim 


Largest single claim is that by 
the Palace Theatre and Realty 
Company of Chicago for $1,756,016. 
It covers a long term ground 
rental of Erlanger’s, Chicago. Some- 
thing like $250,000 is elaimed by 
bondholders of Erlanger’s, Atlanta. 
Although in his statement Baron 
accounted for the funeral expenses, 
among the claims is that of Er- 
langer’s physician whose bill is 
$28,000. Another is work by the 
court stenographer during the hear- 
ing on the claim of Charlotte Fixel 
to the right to sue as Erlanger’s 
common-law wife. 

The surrogate has not handed 
down a decision in the Fixel case. 
The Baron accounting showed that 
none of the heirs had been paid. 
It is understood, however, that close 
relatives had received substantial 
gifts from Erlanger some time prior 
to his death. 

Nathan D. Stern appeared as 
counsel for the estate, having suc- 
ceeded Isidor J. Kresel, who acted 
in the Fixel case, opposed to Max 
D. Steuer. Judge Mitchell L. Er- 
langer, now head of the Erlanger 
family, and Kresel are reported at 
odds, Latter’s bill for services in 
the Fixel case is said to be $25,000. 
Relations between the judge and 
Baron have been strained since the 
Pixel case, too. 


Jane Cowl Piece Co-op 
Or Shut as Alternative 


‘A Thousand Summers’ at the 
Selwyn, New York, will go co-oper- 
ative beginning Monday (4) if con- 
tinuing after Saturday (2). Pro: 
duction, starring Jane Cowl, 


no notice had been posted last week. 
Business this week will probably 
determine whether the production 
will go on the sharing arrangement 
or go to the storehouse. 


Franchot Tone, opposite Mis: 
Cowl, left Saturday (25), Johnny | 
Griggs replacing. 

Hopkins’ L. I. Venture 


Flushing, N. Y., June 27. 
Charles Hopkins will present a 
eeries of plays this summer at 
Huntington, Long Island, one of the 
Swank centres of the North Shore. 


‘Banker, Pooh’ 


Alex. Aarons-Roger Kahn 
Deny Legit Partnership 


Alex Aarons making his office 
with Roger Wolfe Kahn portends a 
possible legit hookup which both 
deny. Kahn and Aarons have been 
previously associated when Aarons 
and Freedley produced ‘Here's 
Howe’ with a score co-authored by 
Kahn. 

Band man meantime will shift 





Hollywood, June 27. 

One of those gentlemen who 
appear from nowhere decided 
he’d produce a show at the 
Hollywood Playhouse. 

Charles Miller of Equity 
warned the gent that he’d have 
to put up a bond. 

‘Pooh,’ drawled the man of 


business. T’ve got a bank 
president who'll vouch for me.’ 

‘And who,’ queried Miller, 
‘will vouch for the bank pres- 
ident?’ 











COMBINED PITTSBURGH 
LISTS PROMISE $10,000 


Pittsburgh, June 27. 

Early returns on initial subscrip- 
tion blanks sent out last week by 
American Theatre Society, the 
Guild-Shubert combination, indi- 
cates number subscribers will equal 
eombined lists of Guild and Pro- 
fessional Players. 

Also encouraging is the fact that 
new names, never on either of the 
two lists, are coming into the A. T. 
S. offices. Present outlook is for 
close to a $10,000 weekly on sub- 
scriptions alone. 

Nixon, Erlanger site which has 
housed Guild shows for several 
years, will be the home of the sub- 
scription plays. Season gets under 
way October 10 with ‘Pure in 
Heart.’ 





Shubert Co. Receiver 
Sails on New Mission 


Charles Fisk, who represented the 
Irving Trust as co-receiver for the 
Shubert Theatre Corporation, has 
received what is regarded as a prize 
appointment, that of representing 


International Match Company. It 
is one of the Kreuger-Toll enter- 
prises which collapsed following the 
Kreuger suicide. Fisk will sail on 
the Leviathan today (Tues.) for 
Stockholm, where he will remain for 
about six months. 

N. David Thompson has _ suc- 
ceeded Fisk for Irving Trust and 
wilt also take over another Fisk 
assignment, that of the Fox Met- 
ropolitan Theatres receivership. 

The Irving Trust is said to be op- 
erating more receiverships than 
any bank in the world, being gener- 
ally named by the courts in such 
cases and is making large revenue. 





Ziegfeld in Arrears 
On Authors’ Royalties 





has | 
been on a week to week basis, but | 


| Florenz Ziegfeld is having author 
trouble on two cof his closed pro- 
|; ductions, his last ‘Follies’ and the 
| just ended ‘Hot Cha.’ In connection 
| with the ‘Follies’ an arbiter’s de- 
‘cision went against Zieggy in favor 


of Murray, Trivers and Oakland for | 


$423.33 for unpaid royalties and the | ; 
| obtained by Dickson Morgan pro- 


‘authors of ‘Hot Cha’ have filed 
‘royalty claims for $14,600. 

Figuring in the ‘Follies’ decision 
was the arbiter’s statements that if 
Ziegfeld was well enough to broad- 
east on the Chrysler program Sun- 
day (19), he was well enough to at- 
tend the arbitration the following 
day. . Producer had pleaded illness 
|and asked for an adjournment, al- 
|though three stays had been pre- 
| viously granted to him. 


Drama Out, Camera In 


New Bedford, Mass., June 27. 

Waning interest in legit is at- 
tributed to the action of the Swain 
Art School dropping its classes in 
| stagecraft. 

As a substitute, 
season will conduct a 
photoplay mechanics. 
nique and other subjects 
ing to motion pictures 
taught. 


_— 
Fannie Brice Overseas 


the school next 
course in 





pertain- 
will be 


the bank in the receivership of.the | 


Camera tech- 


|} into the new ‘Ballyhoo’ revue and 
|also has the Waldorf-Astoria on tap. 


BROWN LOSES — 
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- EQUITY LICENSE 


——— 


} 
After zigzagging back and forth, | 
Equity has revoked Chamberlain 
Brown’s personal representation 
franchise, the decison this time be- 
ing final. Action Pas been pending 
over a month. 

Another agent, Pauline Boyle, has 
lost her empliyment permit. Miss 
Boyle moved away from her Times 
Square office without 
Equity of her forwarding address. 
Her departure automatically re- 
voked her license. 

Two weeks ago Brown’s name was 
added to the list of defaulting man- 
agers at Equity on a claim against 
him by Gale Sondergaard, legit ac- 
tress. While the claim has been 
paid, Brown’s name is still on the 
board, indicating other unpaid 
claims. 

Too Many People 


| 





advising | 


— 


Met. Boxholders Sock-Rich Victims; 


New Tax Is Worst Nuisance Ever 





Tax on ‘Courtesy’ 





Last week when the new 
tax became operative, some 
shows proceeded to _ collect 
the prescribed 10% on passes, 
ased on the full value of the 
the tickets. 

Others, however, made a 
charge of $1 on each pair of 
ducats. That has been the 
usual charge on passes for 
shoe-stringed shows 

When asked why a dollar on 
passes was charged, the box 
Offices stated that 60 cents 
was for government and 46 
cents was ‘courtesy tax.’ 
Doubtful if the extra 40 cents 
is taxable. If regarded as ad- 
mission the amount comes 
within the exemption limit. 
However the law is intricate 
and should the courtesy tax be 
termed an excess, one half 
would be payable to the gov- 
ernment. 


PITTSBURGH CRITICS 
ALSO IN LAYOFF ARMY 


Pittsburgh, June 27. 
Chieago isn’t the only eity where 
the dramatic editors are feeling the 

















Frank Gillmore, Equity president 
stated the reason for the Brown 
action had been that the agent had 
too many people under contract and 
that the feeling was no agent could 
live up to the amount he made him- 
self liable for. Personal type fran- 
chise allows agents to put actors 
under contract guaranteeing 20 
weeks pay. with the agent to pay 
the actor whether the actor works 
or not. This is the only type per- 
mit allowing casters 10% commis- 
sions. 

3rown recently was deprived of 


but went to Equity and pleaded to 
be allowed to retain it. His plea 
was granted for a time during which 
further investigation was made. 
Brown is still responsible on any 
contracts he has outstanding, the 
cancellation of his personal permit 
not being retroactive. He still re- 
tains his employment and special 
representation privileges. 
Equity’s agent investigation is 
still going on, with particular at- 
tention to the personal type holders. 


‘LIZZIE’ CAST SUES COP 
FOR $226,000 ON RAID 


Los Angeles, June 27. 

Capt. Mac Jones, Los Angetes 
police head, sued for $226,000 by 
23 members of the east which 
played in ‘Lysistrata’ last season. 
Nance O'Neill and Clarence Nord- 
strom were leads. Charge is false 
imprisonment and malicious perse- 
cution., 

Jones raided the play a second 
time after an injunction had been 














duction restraining such _ action. 
For doing so he was given a six 
month’s jail sentence when the jury 
acquitted the cast of breaking the 
‘purity ordinance.’ Never served. 
Not just a gesture as the official | 
is wealthy and a judgment could be 
collected. 





his personal permit for a short time, | 


summer pinch for the first time. 
Always in the past assured at least 
a two-month vacation abroad dur- 
ing the warm months with pay, 
Pittsburgh cricks this year are out 
of luck. 

‘Post-Gazette,’ town’s only morn- 
ing daily, laid off Harvey Gaul, its 
d. e., for four months with Kaspar 
of Scripps - Howard 
‘Press,’ called on to double between 
dramatic «nd rewrite desks. 

Annual European jaunt for George 
Seibel, of Hearst's ‘Sun-Telegraph,’ 
likewise out, with the Hearst critic 
supplying only an occasional col- 
umn, 


| Monahan, 





Actress Gets $27,500 
For Backstage Hurts 


A Supreme Court jury verdict for 
$27,500 in favor of Jerry Allen, ac- 
tress, against John Golden, F. Ray 
Comstock, L. Lawrence Weber and 
John Giffen, electrician, has been 
returned. Miss Allen sued for $50,- 
000 for injuries sustained backstage 


at the Li.tle Theatre, New York, 
in 1923. 

Accident happened during the 
run of ‘Married and How,’ while 
Miss Allen was standing back stage. 
Giffen, the show’s electrician, 


stepped upon a piano, lost his bal- 
ance and fell, with Miss Allen 
standing nearby thrown to the floor 
and suffering severe internal in- 
juries. 

Comstock, Golden and Weber 
were the lessees of the theatre at 
the time. Giffen was an employee 
|of theirs. 





Zieggy Suffers Relapse, 
No Chrysler Hour Tour 


Flo Ziegfeld was taken ill at his 
home in Hastings last week, an 
aftermath of the bronchial pneu- 
monia last winter. Reported doc- 
tors were in attendance steadily for 
twenty-four hours. 

The showman recovered in some 
measure and was able to go on the 
air in the Chrysler-Ziegfeld hour 





9:30 Radio Job Keeping 





jtract for 13 weeks for Fleischmann 
commencin: July 16 eliminated them 
ifrom the new Billy Rose musical 
because of the comedy team’s 9- 
9:30 broadcast period. In 
| place 
| signed as the leading comedians. 

Charlie Ahearn’s hokum band 
;may also g0 
Musical starts rehearsals the end 
of July for fall opening, the pro- 


ducer having given up the summer | 


show idea. 





| Fannie Brice will vacation abroad | 


‘until Labor Day, when she returns | 


ito tackle that radio broadcasting 


thing again. The comedienne has | 
ethereal aspirations. 
She will not be in her husband, 


Billy Rose’s new musical, although 
may co-star with Beatrice Lillie in 
|another Rose production. 


Baclanova in ‘Cat’ 


Los Angeles, June 27. 
Olga Baclanova added to ‘Cat and 


their | 
Smith and Dale have been | 


into the Rose show. | 


Sunday night. It was the final 


broadcast of the series. 


O-J Out of Rose Revue 


Olsen and Johnson’s NBC econ- | Show as 


Earlier plan to tour the radio 
a road attraction with 
Zieggzgy appearing, appears cold. 





NEWMAN WEST 


Bobby Newman left for the west 
and the picture colony Saturday 
25) to confer with Vina Delmar 
and Sidney Buckman. 

Loth writers have scripts which 
Newman may present this autumn 
on Broadway. In the case of Miss 
Delmar’s work the studios have al- 
|ready bid for it with a chance the 
| piece inay land on the screen before 
}secing footlights. 





Gordon’s Laryngitis 


Max Gordon checked in at Poly- 


Fiddle’ cast, rehearsing at the clinic hospital, New York, Friday 

Belasco. | (24), for treatment for acute laryn- 
Last seen here in ‘Grand Hotel’ gitis. 

| for same producers. |} Nothing serious. 








The new Federal so-called admis- 
looms up as one of the 
most exacting, far-reaching levies 
yet enacted by Congress, the ulti- 
mate in nuisance taxes. Every con- 
ceivable form of entertainment, per- 
formance, concert, athletic exhibi- 
tion, cafe show and every other 
place where there is an admission 
charge and some which have none, 


sions tax 


are included in the statute. 
Ramif.cations of the law and the 

minute detail indicate that some- 

one in show business, perhaps a 


ticket broker, was ‘consulted’ by the 


framers. Nothing seems to have 
been left out and there are certain 


features which make it 
hostile eleme * entered into the in- 
clusion of such clauses. The 
framers seem to have been un- 
friendly to show business, especially 
the legit. When managers who 
went to Washington protested 
against the provision calling for the 
full tax on reduced or free admis- 
sions, a Southern committeeman 
replied: ‘That’s the way we are 
going to collect the tax.’ 
Called Price Fixing 


It is a question whether that 
provision of the new law will stand 
up legally, New York attorneys be- 
lieving it is price fixing by indirec- 
tion. That theory is based on the 
rule covering the sale of tickets at 
reduced prices, which appears to be 
aimed particularly at cut ate 
agencies. Only cities where such 
tickets apply are New York and 
Chicago. 

Law is insistent that if a ticket 
is sold at less than the established 
(box office) price the buyer must 
pay the full tax. That is, a per- 
son buying a $3 ticket at $1.50 must 
pay 30 cents tax (10% of the es- 
tablished price) whereas formerly 
the tax was 15 cents, old tax being 
assessed on the actual amount paid 
by the customer. That would in- 
dicate there is a penalty on reduced 
prices. 

Previously Washington ruled that 
the established price could be 
changed at the theatre manager's 
discretion and when the price of 
tickets was cut, the reduced price 
should be stamped on the face of 
the ticket, superseding the original 
printed price. The new law how- 
ever states that any ticket sold at 
reduced prices, calls for the full 
tax provided the ticket calls for 
‘similar accommodations.’ 


Drama Cricks Nicked 


The matter of free admissions for 
which the full tax must be paid, is 
also treated with detail. Hereto- 
fore tickets to dramatic critics for 
first night reviewing were exempt, 
as were working press tickets for 
fights, ball games and all other 
places of admission. Now ail such 
tickets call for the full tax. The 
law reads: ‘Newspaper reporters, 
photographers, telegraphers, radio 
announcers, etc., are not exempt 
from paying a tax equivalent to 
that paid by others for the same 
or similar accommodations, even 
though admitted free or at. reduced 
rates, unless they qualify strictly 
as bonafide employees of the man- 
agement of the place.’ Free ad- 
missions are taxable whether per- 
sons have cards or tickets or 
whether admitted without any pass, 

The manager of one show open- 
ing this week announced that the 
house and attraction would pay the 
tax on critics’ tickets. That may 
be the custom next season. The tax 
on first and second night reviewers’ 
tickets approximates $70 where the 
top is $3. 

Regular 10% tax applies on the 
total excess paid above the box of- 
fice price to an agency or resale 
vendor, whereas, the old law called 
for agencies to pay 50% of all 
excess beyond 75 cents over the es- 
tablished price. While that is out, 
there is a new wrinkle, the box 
office treasurer or manager being 
socked and not the broker, where 
|rebates are made. This provision 
|has to do with tickets allotted by 
|}the theatre to the agency. 

Impost on Ice 

If the agency sells the tickets at 
|50 cents excess and rebates the 
| theatre one-half or 25 cents, latter 
is to be regarded as an excess 
|charge by the theatre and 50% 
| 12% cents) must be paid to the 
;collector, while the agency pays a 
tax of five cents (10% of 50 cents). 
Same applies where tickets are sold 


seem that 








| by the theatre in excess of the es- 
|tablished prices. Should the thea- 
| (Continued on page 45) 
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” ROAD SHOWS B'WAY INDIE THEATRES 


SET, NEW LOW 
FOR YEARS 


—_—————= 


The new legit circuit which is in} 


. . | 
the making and which will combine | 


Erlanger’s and the Shubert thea- 
tres outside of New, York, is still 
awaiting the final okay from the 
court so far as the Shubert re- 


ceivers’ theatres are concerned. 
Even though there are but a round 
dozen shows actually set for tour- 
ing at time, booking sharps 
say that the combined booking of- 
fice should start operating by next 
week, unless the road season is set 
back. 
Usually at 


this 


this time Broadway 
successes slated to go out have 
been assigned routes and all con- 
tracts closed. The booker’s job of 
switching dates is comparatively 
simple, if there are shows enough 
to manipulate. There is a rush of 
August productions being cooked 
up, but none will be road possibili- 
ties until they open in New York. 

In the meantime last season’s 
hits and several from previous sea- 
sons are definitely set to tour, In 
the group, the smallest in years are: 
‘Reunion in Vienna,’ ‘Counsellor at 
Law,’ ‘Face the Music,’ ‘Of Thee I 
Sing’ (second company), ‘Cynara,’ 
‘Vanities, ‘Cat and Fiddle,’ ‘Laugh 
Parade, ‘Springtime for Henry,’ 
Teft Bani” ‘Whistling in the Dark,’ 
‘Blessed Event.’ In addition there 
are ‘Scandals,’ ‘Mourning Becomes 
Electra’ and ‘The Animal Kingdom,’ 
the latter a possibility, while sev- 
eral hardy perennials are sure to 
go out. 

The three way subscription com- 
bination consisting of the Theatre 
Guild, Shuberts and Erlanger’s, is 
expected to be handled by the single 
circuit to be known as the Com- 
bined Booking company. However, 
there are certain spots which must 
get the subscription attractions, in- 
cluding stands which Guild devel- 
oped. Shubert subscription depart- 
ment went for the leading keys only. 
It is known that certain week stands, 
expectant that the subscription 
shows will stand out, are hard at 
work adding to the _ subscribers 
list, 

Guild Picks ’Em 


The Guild representation on the 
selection committee is understood 
to have the last say as to which 
shows shall play the subscription 
time. Guild itself first guaranteed 
10 productions, but it is anticipated 
that some will not be suited for the 
road—and the subscribers stay away 
from the bad boys as well as New 
Yorkers. Therefore shows from 
other producers are counted on. 

Last week ‘Bridal Wise’ made a 
bid or ‘demand’ for the subscrip- 
tion time. That was regarded as 
a press stunt for the show is now 
on a sharing basis between the 
players and management and is not 
certain of touring. Inclusion of ‘An- 
other Language’ the current comedy 
hit, was without authority. On tour 
the show will play spots to the best 
advantage but reserves the right to 
book independently. 





Cleveland, June 28. 

Middle-western circuit of 12 legit 
theatres is being organized by Rob- 
ert McLaughlin and Sam Manheim, 
Cleveland stock producers, who will 
make the local Ohio theatre their 
headquarters. Six former Erlanger 
houses are being taken over by 
them, firm says. 

Circuit is being financed by group 
of Cleveland angels who will draw 
up agreements in mid-July, with 
things getting under way in August. 
Manheim is believed to have pro- 
moted the capital. 

G. O. Glauser, formerly 
Packer ad company, has 
brought in to act as promotion man- 
ager, 


with 


ENGAGED FOR ‘NONA’ 
Katherine Calvert, Millard. Mit- 
chell and Hans Hansen are engaged 


for ‘Nona,’ Peggy Fears Blumen- 
thal’s production starring Lenore 
Ulric. Plan to have Herbert Rawl- 


inson opposite Miss Ulric is cold. 

‘Nona,’ by Gladys Unger, will be 
staged by Burke Symon, but before 
Symon does this show he'll put ona 
play by Martha Madison starring 
Beth Merrill for Alexander Me- 
Kaig. Latter starts July 11 for a 
two-week tryout. The Ulric show 
begins rehearsals about Aug. 12. 

McKaig returned from the coast 
Thursday (23). 


been | 


A meeting of. the 
theatre owners of 
whereat the question of organiza- 


tion will be discussed, will prob- 
ably take place within the next 
fortnight. The organization has 





been proposed by Harry Kline, for- 
merly Chanin’s booker, and has as 
its principal points the creation of 
a central booking office for the in- 
| die houses and the adoption of a 
standard contract for the properties. 
Every indie owner in New York 
has been contacted in the proposal, 
and practically all signified ap- 
proval of principle. 

Thought of the organization came 
after the Shuberts and Erlangers 
started working on their singie 
booking office and legit circuit, the 
indie object being self protection. 

Understood thet Lyle Andrews 
(Vanderbilt theatre owner) and 
John Golden, are with the group. 
Paramount, owning the Criterion 
and Lyceum, may go along. The 
banks and bond companies holding 
foreclosed theatres in all probabil- 
ity will join as a protection for their 
properties. 

One of the points upon which the 
meeting depended was the arrival 
of William A. Brady, owner of the 
Playhouse, due back from Europe 
last week. It was hoped to get 
3rady’s approval on the line, with 
Brady an ardent wvorker for organi- 
zation within the legit. 


Meeting will not be for actual 
organization, but more for the ob- 
ject of discussimz the help, that 


might come out of getting together. 
Objective is a central booking office 
located in one of the theatres con- 
cerned which would make it pos- 
sible for all theatres to book shows 
similarly and to avoid a _ throat- 
cutting rivalry for attractions, 


‘Hullabaloo’ Set 


Hollywood, June 27. 
‘Hullabaloo,’ now at the Pasadena 
Community Playhouse, wil! prob- 
ably move into the El Capitan here 
July 17, following ‘House Beautiful’ 
which opened June 26. 











Dallas Fair Musical 
Guarantee Is Cut 57% 


Dallas, June 27. 

New management of Texas State 
Fair lining up the '32 session with 
sharp eye on expense sheet, begin- 
ning with hefty cut on entertain- 
ment budget. Fair opens annus’ 
15 day frolic here Oct. 8, with Ernie 
Young’s ‘Dream Girl Follies of 1932’ 
as ace attraction at $1.50 top, 
breaking seven year tradition of 
New York produced operettas sold 
to the natives at tops from $2.50 
to $4. 

Young’s revue is booked on a re- 
puted guarantee of about 32 grand, 
with percentage on gross over that. 
This in contrast to previous guar- 
antees of around 75 G's. 

Show. headlined by Alice Joy 
and Henry Santrey’s band, includes 
Isabelle Mohr, Prosper and Maret, 
Eight Hassins, Thomas Saxophone 
Quintet, Val Vestoff, Helen Carlson, 
Henderson sisters, Moss and Man- 
ning, Kirby and De Gage, 


‘Husbands’ Cast Claims 


Cast of ‘Hired Husbands’ which 
August Stern wrote and produced 
for a fortnight at the Bijou, New 
York, have filed salary 
against the author-producer, 
closed June 18 and no pay. 

No bond was up, the players 
working on the basis of a minimum 
guarantee with the management as- 
signing part of the film and stock 
rights, if any. 

Robert Sterling was concerned 
with the production, although not 
listed as producer, he being in de- 
fault at Equity on a previous en- 
terprise. DPiay was billed, however 
as a ‘sterling’ comedy. 

Stern is a newspaper man on the 
Bronx Home News. 








claims 
Show 


Commission Men Lose 


Buddy Rogers won the $2,000 
|; commission claim by Meyer Meyer- 
| berg of the Harry 
| the ‘Hot-Cha’ 
| Everett Marshall 
| Dagand's claim 
thrown out. 
Rogers paid the Max Hart office 
on the Ziegfeld musical engagement. 
| while Marshall, on the ‘Scandals’ 





3estry office for 
engagement, and 
had 


for $882 commish 


;engagement, disclaimed being obli- | 


jgated for 5% of his $400 salary. 


CANVASS UNITY IDEA 


independent 
Broadway, 


Henry H. 








Shows in Rehearsal 


eo 


‘My Operation® (Hyman), 
Vanderbiit. 

‘Thanks a Lot’ (London & 
Franum), 44th St 

26d Bank, N. f., 
(Brady, Jr.), Playhouse, 


stock 





. ¢ > * © - 
be Inside Stuff— eoit 

sin ? = 

A patch up of the break between Lew Brown and Ray Henderson, the 
song team, and George White, with whom they split after White's latest 


‘Scandals,’ looks about set, First indication came from Brown & Hender~ 
son auditioned talent for their forthcoming musical at the Apollo theatra, 











Franklyn Warner Loses 
$3,000,000 Properties 


Hollywood, June 27, 
theatre and the Lido and 
apartments, all formerly 
Franklyn Warner, are now 
property of the Mortgage Guarantee 
Co., aggregating $1,500,000 that were 
held against the three pieces of 
property. Parcels are reputedly 
worth over $3,000,000. 

Property had been handled by a 
receiver in bankruptcy just prior to 
foreclosure. Gerhold Davis has the 
theatre at present for his musical, 
‘Footiights.’ 


Chi Opera a Freeze 


Chicago, June 27. 

After much deliberation it’s been 
decidé4 to suspend activities of the 
Chi Civic Opera next winter. With 
Samuel [nsull resigning as presi- 
dent of the organization, no suc- 
cessor was named. 

It was thought that Gen. Charles 
G. Dawes might be induced to take 
over the opera reins, since he was 
already vice-president, but the gen- 
eral evaded the issue, 

Since no financial guarantee could 
be figured on, directors of the opera 
had no alternative but to step out 
of a mess already badly tangled. 
Next move will be to decide on dis- 
position of unexpired contracts held 
by members of the organization and 
including high salaried stars, 





Maya 
Asbury 


jowned by 











Down East Stocks as 
New Play Test Spots 


Springfield, Mass., June 27. 


List of summer stocks in New 
England continues to increase. The 
Berkshire Playhouse, Stockbridge, 
will. open July 4 with F. Cowes 
Strickland again director. An eight 
weeks’ subscription season of plays 
will be presented by a _ resident 
company and visiting stars. Among 
the latter will be Laurette Taylor, 
whe will try out a new play ten- 
tatively called ‘Finale,’ by S. K. 
Lauren, on Aug. 15. 

Viacimir Rosing, Deems Taylor 
and Heraney Brent will sponsor a 
company at Magnolia, Mass. Hugh 
Sinclair and Valerie Taylor will be 
in the cast. The sponsors also have 
announced Commonwealth theatre, 
in New York next season on a sub- 
scription basis. 

Lawrence Langner will present 
the New York Repertory company 
at Wesiport, Conn. He expects to 
produce five new plays and plans 
to offer the most successful ones in 
New York. Players include Wini- 
fred Lenihan, June Walker, Armina 


Marshail, Kathleen Comegys, Jane 
Wyatt, Elisabeth Risdon, Osgood 
Perkins, Hugh Buckler,’ Blaine 
Cordner, Cecil Holm and Augustus 
Keough. 

The * ouise Galloway Players open 


their second season tomorrow (28) 
at Broohfield, Mass., Town Hall. 
In the cast are Miss Galloway, Rose 
Burdick, Elliott Lorraine, Joseph 
Moeran, George Taylor, Day Man- 
son and Harold Williams, 





‘Bridal Wise’ Co-Op 


Sigourney Thayer's 
‘Brida! Wise* 





production 
at the Cort, New 


York, went co-operative last.week, 
the first sharing pay coming 
jthrough Saturday (25). Players 


start to share after first money to 
the house, 

Show is not affected by Equity’s 
ruling making it necessary for all 
concerned in production to go shar- 
{ing or else the actors can’t, having 
been produced before the regulation 
was made, 








STAGE OR SCREEN CAST 


Mostly picture people will be 
used by Alexander McKaig in his 
next production, an untitled play by 
Martha Madison. McKaig has been 


New York, of which White is lessee, 

Report of the reconciliation has further impetus in the split between 
Zieggy and the writers, who left White to go with Zieggy for his ‘Hot 
Cha,’ the boys now, however, having royalty claims against Zieggy for 
$14,000. Finally came the indication that in addition to auditions, 
the Brown & Henderson production itself might go inte “White’s Apollo 
if he doesn’t give it a show himself. 

White and the writers had differences during the last ‘Scandals’ cul 
minating in Brown and White mixing it up in the lobby of the theatre 
the night ‘Scandals’ opened. This was last Sept. 

Regarded as pretty obvious that if Brown and Henderson were still 
on the outs with White, they would have been auditioning in any other 
theatre on Broadway except that Apollo, 


Finis was at least temporarily written to another proposed legit mu- 
sical when Carl Hemmer’s option on the material for the revue, ‘Jazz 
City,” expired. Hemmer had the show and an office in the Selwyn 
Building, New York, for some time, but has neither now. 

‘City’ contributors include Henry Souvaine, J. P. McEvoy, Morrie 
Ryskind, Henry Tugend, E. Y. Harburg and Vernon Duke, Arthur Lipp- 
man, Manning Sherman. A new production deal is on, but the boys are 
keeping their fingers crossed and their mouths closed until it’s certain, 


Recently formed Actors’ Theatre group is purely co-op, organized by 
Robert Caille, an actor. Troupe rehearsed ‘Gas,’ by George Kaiser, but 
presentation was called off until fall. 

Actors were on a profit sharing basis and paid in $5 apiece, plus trys 
ing to bring in subscriptions. Somewhat similar to the Broome Stagers 
only this outfit only cost the actors $2. 

Caille, Wells Richardson and Leroi Operti are the 
principals, 


Actors’ Theatre 


Recently a Manhatian colored troupe was to give a performance of 
Gilbert and Sullivan’s ‘Patience,’ at the Calvary A, M. E. Church, Glen 
Cove, L. L The time of the performance came and went and still no 
troupers. 

At midnight a group of loyal supporters were still at the church but 
the troupers were not to be found. Finally word came from New York 
that the entire troupe was arrested in Central Park for passing a red 
light and the driver did not have a license, 


Summer stocks, on the whole, are just nut soup to casters and agents. 
Salaries paid, when they are and if they are, are so low a caster would 
spend more on phone calls than the amount he’d ge’ for commission— 
if he got it. 

Recently a producer of a summer troupe asked an agent to line up a 
cast for him. Agent asked about the salaries and was told $10 a week 
and room and board. That ended the conference, 


The Sharkey-Schmeling fight proved a boon to Broadway's ticket 
agencies. The ticket demand for the fracas developed with a rush two 
days preceding the fight. 

Madison Square Garden boxoffice kept in telephonic touch with some 
agencies consigning bundle after bundle of tickets. The agencies were 
not forced to buy outright ss formerly because early indications were 
against capacity attendance. 


When it was decided to close ‘Hot Cha,’ Ziegfeld musical, the Roxy 
theatre management made a quick bid with the idea of putting a con- 
densed version on in the New York film house, 

Ziegfeld office was not enthusiastic explaining that any such deal was 
up to the authors rather than the producer. Royalties are still due, with 
no decision as to sending ‘Cha’ on the road next season. 





Coincidence has a surprisingly large number of Yiddish actors being 
born in the same place, Leimberg, a small Austrian city. 

Paul Muni was born there. as also Bertha Kalisch, Ludwig Satz, Regina 
Zuckerberg and a number ot others. 





Kelcey Allen, legit critic for ‘Women's Wear,’ maintains that he spotted 
C. Hooper Trask doing a bit in ‘Congress Dances,’ Ufa picture. 

Trask was formerly ‘Variety’s’ Berlin correspondent and now writes 
a theatre letter for the New York ‘Times’ dramatic page. 


—_— 


Omitted in the summary of legit stars and their b.o. appeal in ‘Variety’ 
last week was Philip Merivaie, Actor is regarded as carrying a national 
following of better than average strenzth. 





Forecasts are being made that easier bookings will be available for 
legit shows on the road next season. This covers western and southern 
time mainly where it’s been hard to get in. 

Predictions are based on the changed attitude of many film houses and 
the public demand for dramatie attractions. Whether this guessing is 
correct will be determined within the next month, 


Belasco and Curran are going heavy on their first musical production, 
‘Cat and the Fiddle,’ on the Coast. Will stand them around $50,000 be- 
fore it is unveiled to a Los Angeles audience at the Belasco. 

When Eddie Belasco heard the figures this one would entail he went 
into the weeping chamber. But they figure the operetta for six to eight 
weeks in L. A. and four in San Francisco. 


First time in many moons that the New York ‘Times’ Sunday dramatic 
section devoted less than two full pages to legit happened Sunday (19). 
First page, as usual, dealt with the stage, but the second page, which also 
is devoted to the same topic, was split with film lineage. 

Recently the ‘Times’ cut its legit space by a page much earlier than 
customary, 





With just a couple of their Broadway theatres holding tenants, the 
| Shuberts are putting their billboards, usually used to advertise shows, 
; to another use. Boards are now advertising a hotel in which Lee Shubert 
is interested. 
| Hotel’s paper can be seen on some theatre houseboards and other 
} 
| 








larger billboards around town, 


Revival of ‘That's Gratitude,” now at the Waldorf, New York, uses 
the physical production of the original play by John Golden. 
| Golden is collecting a flat royalty for the show and will get a percen- 
tage after a stipulated gross is reached. 


in Hollywood for a couple of weeks | 


,casting the piece, 
Beth Merrill, only name announced 
, thus far, is New York picked. 


| Salary cuts for ‘Face the Music’ were of three sizes. Principals are 


| now getting exactly half their former pay, while minor characters are 


{4 25% off and chorus people lost 20%, going from $50 to $40, 
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New Tax Worst Nu isa nce | Bledsoe to Cleveland 





(Continued from page 43) 


tre charge the broker 50 cents per 
ticket premium, 25 cents would go 
to the government and if the prem- 
ium were $1, 50 cents per ticket 
must be paid the government. This 
is a feature retained from the 1926 
law. Managers and treasurers were 
then on the spot along with the 
specs during the ticket investiga- 
tion, with claims against all result- 
jing. Last season it was ruled that 
money given box office men by the 
agencies was to be regarded as 
gratuities. If such coin is not based 
on the number of tickets dealt in, 
there is some question as how the 


‘tice’ will be rated under the new 
law. 
There is a ‘soak tiie rich’ article 


covering the lease of boxes or seats 
by the season. The 10% straight 
on the amount paid does not apply. 
It is stipulated that the tax shall 
be computed on the same basis as 
though the tickets were purchased 
for each performance, 

For instance, a person leasing a 
box in the ‘diamond horseshoe’ of 
Metropolitan gpera house might pay 
$2,000 for the season for a box ac- 
commodating six persons. As there 
are no individual tickets for boxes 
the price of tickets in the next tier 
is the basis of the tax. Such tickets 
may be $10 each during the season 
of approximately 100 performances. 
New law demands that tax be paid 
on the total number of perform- 
ances whether the leasee uses the 
box or not. Tax of 10% on six 
$10 tickets would be $6 per per- 
formance or $600 for the season 
and any person leasing a Met box 
for approximately $2,000 must pay 
that tax at the time he pays for 
the reservation. 

Same applies to persons who buy 
boxes for ball games for the season, 
whether the reservations are used 
or not and season tickets for all 
series events of ail kinds. Even if 
an owner of a theatre leased the 
house and reserved the uSe of a 
box to himself, tax would apply the 
Fame as any other free admission. 
Also if a corporation gave the right 
to stockholders to use boxes or 
seats, tax applies. 

Do Cafes Escape? Ha! Ha! 

If Mr. Citizen thinks he is get- 
ting the works when aitending the 
theatre, wait until he attends a 
cabaret. Wherever there is any 
sort of cafe entertainment, every 
type of which Congress rates as 
‘vaudeville’ there is a nick in addi- 
tion to the bill. It is thoroughly 
gone into in chapter 4 of the new 
law, entitied ‘Roof Gardens, Cab- 
arets or Similar Entertainments.’ 

Whether there be a cover charge 
or not, the diner-out must pay a 
tax if there is a floor show or per- 
formance within the cafe. Broadly 
the levy is based on 20% of the 
check for food and when the waiter 
or checker computes that, the cus- 
tomer must pay one and one-half 
cents on each 10 cents (15%) of 
that amount, unless that percent- 
age of the check does not top 50 
cents, — 

If there is an admission or cover 
charge which is deemed ‘adequate’ 
for similar performances or enter- 
tainments, elsewhere, the regular 
10% will apply on that admission, 
but.no tax applies to ‘refreshments, 
#ervice or merchandise.’ Who is to 
judge the standard, whether the tax 
applies on the cover charge or on 
the check proper or both, is not ex- 
plained. Only where there is mere- 
ly instrumental music in a cafe or 
hotel is the check tax-exempt. But 
if the patrons are allowed to dance, 
bing, on goes the tax. 

The law-makers even presume to 
designate by rule whether a cover 
charge is adequate: ‘A certain man 
goes to a cabaret where there is a 
general admission charge of 80c. 
The entertainment is very elaborate, 
and this is reflected in the price of 
the food. His bill for food comes 
to $12.37. 
admission tax of eight cents due 
on the 80 cents paid for admission. 
But as this amount is clearly inade- 
quate, there also is a tax of 38 cents 
based on the amount paid for food.’ 

Every Little Thing 

‘Any public performance for prof- 
it at any roof garden, cabaret, or 
Similar entertainment includes every 
public vaudeville or other perform- 
ance or diversion in the way of aci- 
ing, singing, declamation or dancing, 
either with or without instrumental 


or other music, conducted for the 
Profit of the management, by pro- 
fessionals, amateurs, or patrons un- 
der the auspices of the manage- 
ment in connection with the service 
Of selling of food or other refresh- | 
ment or merchandise at any room ' 


in any hotel restaurant, hal] or other 


a place. Every form of entertain- | 


In this case there is an} 


A . | 
ment so conducted is included, ex- | 


lcept instrumental music unaccom- | 
| panied by any other form of enter- | 
tainment.’ If a dancing establish- | 
ment charges no admission, but! 
serves refreshments the tax goes, | 
lbased on 20% of the bill. 

‘A certain hotel maintains in its! 
llobby a dancing floor surrounded | 
l by tables and serves refreshments | 
| to its patrons during the dancing | 
j}hours. No charge (by the hotel) is | 
|made for dancing. In this case the 
|management is conducting an en-| 
| tertainment the admission charge 
of which is wholly included in the | 
|price paid for refreshments, and | 
|; there will be a tax under these pro- | 
‘visions of the Act.’ Non-dancers or | 
ithose with bad dogs who paperanian 
linto such places must pay the same | 
las those who hoof. Even if in an 
jadjoining room of the hotel there is 
|dancing, the tax goes on. 

The rules concerning the manner 
|in which agencies are to stamp the- 
| atre tickets if the broker resells 
j}them to another broker is provided 
lfor: ‘George Nelson purchases from 
| Jones & Co.—tickets and reselis— 
j at an advance of 50 cents above the 
|price paid. When selling, George 
Nelson should draw two lines in 
the form of a cross through the left | 
hand portion of what the broker 
lhad stamped on the back of the 
ticket and should add his name and 
jaddress. A broker on reselling a | 
‘ticket finds that by reason of the} 
ifact that it has previously passed | 








brokers and has been stamped by 
them, there is not sufficient space 
on it for him to stamp the informa- 
tion required by the law and reg- 
ulations. He may enlarge the ticket 
by pasting on to that part which 
will be taken up by the theatre a 
slip of paper and stamp the required 
information on the same, but this 
must be done in such a way that 
the information placed on the ticket 
by former vendors will not be ob- 
scured.’ 


Stiff Penalties 


Heavy fines are set forth in the 
new law accompanied by jail sen- 
tences, for willful evasion or fraud- 
ulent handling of the tax: 

‘Any person... Who willfully 
fails to pay such tax, make such 
returns, keep such records, or sup- 
ply such information ... shall in 
addition to other penalties... be 
guilty of a misdemeanor and upon 
conviction thereof, be fined not more 
than $10,000 or imprisoned for not 
more than one year, or both, to- 
gether with the costs of prosecu- 
tion.’ 

Also: ‘Any person ... who will- 
fully fails to collect or truthfully 
account for any pay over such tax 
and any person who wilfully at- 
tempts in any manner to evade or 
defeat any tax imposed by this act 
or the payment thereof ... shall be 
guilty of a felony and upon con- 
viction be fined not more than 
$10,000 and imprisoned for not more 
than five years or both.’ .Same ap- 
plies to any person who: ‘Willfully 
aids or assists in, or procures, 
counsels or advises the preparation 
-«. of a false or fraudulent return 
- « « Whether or not such fraud is 
with the knowledge or consent of 
the person authorized to present 
such return, etc. 

Another penalty provides for a 
fine amounting to the full amount 
of the tax due. Returns on admis- 
sions taxes must be filed at the end 
of each month and paid to the col- 
lector by the end of the following 
month. Mere failure to file the re- 
turn during the following month 
causes to accrue a penalty of 25% 
of the amount of the tax. Failure 
to pay by the end of the following 
month causes interest at one per 
cent per month. Where an assess- 
ment of 25% is made, it must be 
paid within 10 days, otherwise an 

applies, 


|}additional 5% penalty 








| which unveiled at the Apollo last 


through the hands of several ene 


|angle makes it look cloudier 


Bway Grosses Imp 


For Opera by Negress 


Jules Bledsoe, colored basso, left 
last week for Cleveland to star in 
‘Tom-Tom’ for Lawrence Produc- 
tions, Inc. This is a new opera by 
Shirley Graham, also colored. 

Presentation will take place in 


Cleveland’s new stadium, the com-| Ng, 3 ‘Language’ Co. Set; 
pany being locally subsidized. e 
fur- | London Version Also 


Bledsoe's contract takes in 
ther options should the opera be) pjans for the out of town produc- 


brought to New York. A , 
‘tions of ‘Another Language’ are de- 


that 








Gilbert Miller will produce the show 


rove First Week 


Of New Tax; ‘Sing’ Jumps to $29,000 


The new admission tax of 10% 
all tickets above 40 cents became 
operative last week, but in no legit 
theatre was there an unfavorable re- 
action. The scant number of shows 
doubtless held down squawks, but it 
is a matter of note that business 
generally was better on the week. 

‘Of Thee I Sing’ was the only show 


on 





veloping. first certainty being 


starring Edna Best in London next that has a top of $5.50, the other 
October. Deal was set last week. musicals having dropped to the for- 
J } : mer tay xe Pagers e<* 

| Now looks as though the frsti Sinz’s’ ecgnene wold ae we —— 
lroad company of ‘Language’ will i : “ tne tax apply- 
4 i nates Oe jing .to all priced tickets jumped 
jopen in late August or early Sep- jabove $29,000, the best gross since 
|tember in Chicago. Arthur Beck- ithe Saturday matinee scale went on 
lhard is producing the U. S. com- ja summer basis. ‘Show Boat’ is still 
lpanies. At the same time these the actual gross leader at $36,000. 
lplans are shaping, contracts are Of the 12 shows on Broadway this 
being made for the No. 3 company, |“ eek there are five musicals, a high 


country being booked. 

Miller’s London production will 
|be staged by Auriol Lee. An Eng- 
‘lish edaptation of the Broadway 
version by Rose Franken is being 
written by John Van Druten. 


— | 


Chicago, June 27. 
Legitdom here, what little there 
is of it, anticipates from the dele- 
gates and visitors to the Democratic | ie 
convention about the same chilly | 


| support it got from the GOP meet. r4 9 
| That, at least, leaves no room for| 
disappointment. Not much overly | 


attractive on tap, even if the con 
ventioneers are interested, 
Lew Leslie’s ‘Clowns in 


unless 
Clover,’ 


TO $22,000 IN 
L. A. 


Los Angeles, June 27. 


night (26), shapes up more strongly 
than indicated in advance reports. 

Advance call for gallery ducats 
to the Democratic pow-wow far ex- 
ceeds that set by the opposition 
party’s affair. And this opposition 
than 
the current stanza’s legit 





lever for 


trade. 
| Unless the latest Leslie extrava- 
|ganza holds the fort, consensus of 
| opinion figures on a complete wash- 
up of legit for the summer by July 
16. ‘Do Your Stuff’ at the Adelphi 
was on the verge of folding Satur- 
day, while the Playhouse is holding 
on to ‘Love on Approval’ with faint 


tures’ built up three grand over its 
opening week to $22,000. Opening 
week saw the balcony and gallery 
capacity with the majority of shelf 
|patrons colored. Downstairs trade 
‘has been near capacity at all per- 





hopes. formances. 
Estimates for Last Week ‘Blessed Event’ with Reginald 
Denny ducked at the El Capitan 


‘Clowns in Clover,’ Apollo (R-1,- 
443; $3). Came in Sunday (26) to 
a negligible advance sale. Cast in- 
cludes Walter Woolf, Lew Hearn, 


Kay Strozzi. 

‘Do Your Stuff,’ Adelphia (2d 
week) (R-1,100; $2.50). Cut rates 
didn’t help to perk it up much. 
Around $5,000 and deep in the crim- 
son. Likely to fade overnight. 

‘Love on Approval,’ Playhouse 
(3d week) (C-603; $2.50). Slightly 
better the past lap, but at $3,000 
not much better than an even 
break aJjl around, with the rent ex- 
cluded. Cast working on a $25 min- 
imum guarantee. 


‘BARRETTS’ $23,000, 
FRISCO SENSATION 


San Francisco, June 27. 

‘Barretts of Wimpole Street’ and 
‘Berkeley Square’ had the field to 
themselves and both came through 
with flying colors. Katherine Cor- 
nell in ‘Barretts’ on a second week 
at the Curran drew $23,000 and play 
has been held for five extra nights. 

‘Berkeley’ was quite good at Er- 
langer’s Columbia, grossing approx- 
irx.ately $12,500 and remaining for 
seven days more. 


Saturday after three slim weeks. 
Final stanza got slightly over $4,000. 

‘Whistling in the Dark’ at the 
Belasco staged in low, taking about 
$6,000 on the week. Uusing extra 
advertising. 

Charles Ray in ‘House Beautiful’ 
opened at the El Capitan Sunday 
to a fair advance. This is the for- 
mer picture star's first stage ap- 
pearance locally. 

. Estimates for Last Week 

‘Blessed Event,’ El Capitan (3rd 
final week) (C-1,571-$1.50). Biew to 
$4,100 Saturday. Just about broke 
even. ‘House Beautiful’ opened Sun- 





day. 
‘Green Pastures,’ Biltmore (2d 
week) (D-1,656-$3). Getting the 


bulk of the town’s legit business at 
$22,000. Indications are it will hold 
that pace through next week. 

‘Whistling in the Dark, Belasco 
(24 week) (C-1,103-$2.50). Drag- 
ging along at $6,000. In on percen- 
tage, there’s little chance of Be- 
lasco and Curran getting much out 
of this one after troupe’s transpor- 
tation from New York and back is 
figured in. 





Osterman Not in But 
Bilied as In, Anyway 


Ernest Truex in ‘Whistiing in the Frank Farnum and Bob London 
Dark’ set for July 4 at the Geary, | announced production, ‘Thanks a 
while Ina Claire in ‘Reunion’ comes| Lot,’ revue, last week, with Jack 
into the Curran. | Osterman, Olive Borden and Noble 

Henry Duffy has signed Chic Sale| sissle’s colored orchestra claimed 
a ogy ge peece tant set | in the troupe. Osterman won't be 

: in the production and while propo- 
° e 'sitioned te go in on @ co-op ar- 

Shuberts in New Piece lrangement, turned it down. An- 

Production of ‘Fret Faces,’ long | MOUncement went out, tnyhow, 
delayed revue Jesse long and Pat Producers propose to open the 
Leonard are doing, starts within a| CO-OP venture at the end of July in 
fortnight. Lee and J. J. Shubert; Atlantic City, on two-a-day at $2 
are personally interested in the|top. Farnum staging the sketches 
piece, putting up the Equity guar- 'and Bobby Sanford the dances, 
antee. Sissle and band will be in the pit. 

‘Faces’ will land at one of three; Troupe is rehearsing at the 44th 
Shubert houses, the Harris, Morosco| Street theatre, New York, 
or Ambassador. People will mostly -_ 


be new. DUFFY DROPS CURTIS 

















Coast ‘Rose of Flanders’ 
| Has 43 Men in the Pit: 
| 


Los Angeles, June 27. 
‘Rose of Flanders,’ initial musical | 
production by the 
Theatre and Music Guild at the| 
Mason, starting July 9, will have a 
pit orchestra of 43 men under 
rection of John Britz. 
Cast includes chorus of 45 
10 principals. 


Los Angeles | 


di- 


and 


TOM VAN DYKE ON SPEC 
Tom Van Dyke erstwhile legit 
p. a. and producer, left suddenly for | 
Hollywood Wednesday (22) on spec 
Van Dyke also has gE veral 


assignments for feature 


film center, 


magazine 
articles on the 


~~ 


Understood Mrs. Tillie Leblang | 
was at one time interested but this} Los Angeles, June 27. 








went cold when she remarried and! With Henry Duffy’s production! 
sailed for Europe. plans at a temporarily standstill, 
-- —— Edwin Curtis, stage director for the |} 
e ‘ coast producer for a number of 
Weigh Stage Hand Cut [oot pr 
President of the New York stage- Last assignment direction of ‘The 
hands union, James J. Brennan, House fjenutiful,’ current at E) 
|will appoint a special committee. Capitan here. 
this week to consider the request of — 
the League of New York Theatres liolivwood, June 27. 
for a 331,% reduction in scale on Henry Duffy has two weeks in 
drawing new contracts to start up- which to ready another production 
on expiration of the present con- or the El Capitan goes dark tem- 
tract Sept. 1. porarily after run of ‘House B 
At present stage hands heads of tiful,’ which opened yesterday 6) 
department receive $82.50, with an Would be the first tin 
overtime charge of $3.50 an hour ears house has heey dark, except- 
Grips ana others under department ing two wecks last fall when a le 
heads get $6.75 a show. j became ill. 


Despite extreme heat, ‘Green Pas- | 


percentage. 
Unknowns Active 


Although July holds little promise 
of new shows, August looks active, 
about 20 productions being prom- 
ised. Most appear to be sponsored 
by unknowns. 

Established producers of other 
seasons are watching and waiting, 
only one having come forth with a 
pretentious show schedule as yet. 
He is William A. Brady, back f--™ 
Europe, who proposes half a d: 
shows, includine an importation. 

While Broadway is dull the coiui- 
munity playhouse movement in 
country resorts has developed. A 
score of such summer groups are 
about to get into action, if not al- 
| ready playing. That is one way in 
which actors, including name play- 
ers, are tiding over into the new 
season, 

_ There are a dozen shows on the 
list this week. ‘Reunion in Vienna’ 
jis the only definite closing, but with 
Summer heat on hand, additional 
| withdrawals are likely. No openings 
listed for next week. 


Estimates for Last Week 
(Top admission prices are inclusive 
of the federal tax) 
Another Language,’ Booth (10th 
week) (C-708-$3.30). Only comedy 
getting real coin; up last week 
Sian wen 
rida ise,’ Cort (5th week 
(C-1,043-$3.30). Improved pond 
but moderate money; $5,000; play- 
ers on percentage for summer try. 
‘Cat and Fiddle,’ Cohan (38th 
week) (M-1,400-$3.30). Run musi- 
cal bettering even break both ways; 
= stay if holding to pace of $12,- 
9] ° 
’ ‘Counsellor -at-Law,’ Plymouth 
(35th week) (C-1,041-$3.30). Down 
around $6,000; early favorite may 





stick however; house and show 
same management pooled; some 
profit. 


‘Face the Music,’ New Amsterdam 
(20th week) (M-1,720-$3.30). Better 
here as with most others last week; 
topped $20,000 which appears profit- 
able on summer basis. 

‘Hey, Nonny, Nonny,’ Shubert (4th 
week) (R-1,395-$3.30). Revue ime 
proved; takings approximately $12,- 
000; may make the grade, 

Of Thee | Sing,’ Music Box (27th 
week) (M-1,000-$5.50). Best gross 
last week in some time; takings 
well over $29,000; standees nearly 
all performances. 

‘Reunion in Vienna,’ Guild (33rd 
week) (C-914-$3). Final week; 
jumped to $12,000 last week; ends 
excellent run which started at the 
Beck: {urs in fall. 

‘The Web,’ Morosce (1st week) 
‘D-898 *1.30). Presented independ- 
ently (Abrahamson & Smith) writ- 
\ien by Frederick Herendeen; opened 
| Monday. : 

‘Thousand Summers,’ Selwyn (6th 
; week) (CD-1,067-$3). Lightweight 
held in by star; reported week to 
week; around 37,000 may break 
even with rent off. 

‘ Other Attractions 

Show Boat,’ Casiro (Carroll); 
revival best money show for some 
time averaging more than $36,000. 

‘The Lingering Past,’ Province- 
town: written by Leonard J. Tynan; 
opens Wednesday (29), 

‘Destruction,’ Chanin auditorium; 
Commanist drama; opens Thurs- 
day (30). 

ee Gratitu.ie,’ Waldorf; re- 
vival. 





Celumbus Stock Does 
$11,500 in Fortnight 


Coiumbus, June 27. 

Allene Skinner is replacing Jean 
May as feminine lead of the Hart- 
man Co. here this weeks. 

Is billed as guest star in ‘Pagan 
Lady.’ Outfit ended its two-week 
lrun of ‘Once in a Lifetime’ to neat 
results, grossing slightly over $11,- 
500 for the run. 





| 
| More ‘Ifs’ for 
Rehearsals of ‘The 


‘Chisler’ 
( fale r’ 


Henry Rosendale stopped last week, 
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for another trv. Franklyn Ardell 

i « “sibility wha\ and if- proe 


~ 





ey eee eee 


eh pd BO Pbk Lape sii 





ae 


ck wey 


oa 
eae a 


7 


aio in ilitie 














— 








3 VARIETY 


EEGUTEIMATE 





Tuesday, June 28, 1932 

















—— oe 


. 


Plays Out of Town 





The Man Who Reclaimed 


His Head 


Philadelphia, June 27. 

This new production made jointly 
by Arthur Hammerstein and L. 
Lawrence Weber, now having a 
brief spring tryout at the Garrick 
Theatre, is getting considerable at- 
tention and praise here, if not 
much business, and figures as hav- 
ing a nice chance in the fall after 
the requisite amount of doctoring 
has been done. 

It is a colorful and striking melo- 
drama given distinction it would not 
otherwise have possessed through 
the acting of Claude Rains in the 
leading role, and the staging of 
Herbert J. Biberman, both formerly 
associated with the Theatre Guild. 

Show's chances depend very 
larzely indeed on Guild's willing- 
ness to have Rains stay in it when 
ft ‘ries Broadway in September. At 
every performance here there was a 
real ovation at the end, and it 
wosn’t for the show, but for Rains. 
His performance was one of the 
moxt brilliant Philly has seen in 
many seasons, 

Story concerns a very homely and 
wnattractive French journalist with 
@ brilliant mind and a strong lean- 
{nz towards socialism. He is mar- 
fried to a very attractive girl, for- 
gmerly a milkmaid, and is excep- 
tionally jealous of her, keeping her 
practically shut up in their dismal 
little Paris flat. q 

A wealthy and prominent politi- 
cian, who, some time previous to the 
play’s opening, had owned a paper 
on which the ‘ournalist had worked, 
ecmes to him with the proposition 
that he do all his writing for him 
and make his important political 
decisions fer him; in other words, 
be-ome his ghost-writer and shad- 
ow. Journalist doesn’t want to, but 
it affords an opportunity to provide 
good things for the rather restless 
wife, and he finally consents. 

Politician rises to fame and finally 
becomes French premier just prior 
to World War. On the side, he has 
been carrying on a liaison with the 
journalist’s wife, whose head was 
turned by good fortune. When 
journalist, who has become a staff 
officer, learns, accidentally, at the 
front of his wife’s unfaithfulness, he 
returns and kills the Premier. In 
fact, he cuts off his head, which 
gives a chance for the play’s title. 

It is told with a prologue in which 
the journalist, accompanied by his 
daughter and with the Premier's 
head in a traveling bag, comes to a 
lawyer friend for advice. He tells 
the story, and then the action re- 
verts to scene of prolog, but the end 
is indefinite and the journalist's fate 
is left up in the air. 

Play is authored by Jean Bart, 
who wrote ‘The Squall.’ This one is 
sutler and rather more artistic than 
th» other thriller; in fact, one of its 
troubles at present is inclination to 











. = = 





IT IS 


TWICE 


As Hard to Keep Money 
AS IT IS 


to MAKE IT 


Emergencies — sudden iliness— 
crash in stocks—closing of banks, 
‘ets., throw vivid light on the 
value of cash. 


Let us show you how to be- 
come independent. 


For further information eee 


JOHN J. 


KEMP 


Insurance 


551 Fifth Ave., N. Y. C. 


Phones: Murray Hill 2-7838-9 


talkiness In some scenes. Atmos- 
phere, however, is excellent, 

Revolving stage is used, without 
dropping of curtain, audience seeing 
characters walking from one scene 
to another. Some of the effects are 
unusually good. 

Outside of Rains’ fine work, cast 
has Jean Arthur, of the films, very 
attractive and good except in big 
emotional scenes, and Robert Glen- 
dinning, acceptable as the politician. 

Show should have a real chance 
as entertainment, although no real 
novelty in story. Acting and staging 
most important. Waters. 

















CLOWNS IN CLOVER 


Detroit, June 24. 
Musical revue in two acts and S2 scenes, 
featuring Walter Woolf, conceived and 
staged by Lew Leslie. Music and lyrics by 


Doro’ hy Fields and Jimmy McHugh; 
sketches by Lew Leslie and Nat Dorfman. 
Special dances arranged and staged by 


Merriel Abbott. Settings by Rollo Wayne. 
At the Cass, Detroit, June 20. 7 
Principals include: Kay Strozzi, Lew 
Hearn, Hal Ford, Dorothy Dare, Jeannette 
Lot, Eddie Lambert, Robert Hobbs, Ver- 
cell Sisters, Gloria, Larry Adler, John 
Kearney, Ina Ray, Victor Griffen, Will H. 
Ward and the Merriel Abbott Dancers. 





Breaking in here with an intended 
run in Chicago starting next week, 
Lew Leslie has another of his ideas. 
As opening here the idea was not so 
good as far as entertainment is con- 
cerned. But as usual with shows 
that are breaking in, it will be jug- 
gled around and fixed. In this show 
there is plenty to work on. Prac- 
tically all of the black-outs can be 
sent back to the minor leagues for) 
further seasoning. This layout may 
deve'op slowly like other Leslie pro- 
ductions. Both ‘Black Bird’ and 
‘Rhapsody in Black’ didn’t get really 
started as outstanding entertain- 
mont until they had been out some 
time. 

The production numbers, dancing 
and music are okay and may get 
this one over. With the enrichment 


(Continued on page 55) 


$2 Shore Resort Stock 


Hampton Players, Southampton, 
L. I., with the highest admish scale 








of any of the summer stocks starts 


goin; again July 6 with ‘Good-Bye 
Again’ by Allen Scott and Henry 
Shelby (George Haight). Company, 
owned by Haight and Henry C. 
Potter gets a $2 top and has a long 
list of society patrons. 

Shows will be rotated among four 
Long Island towns, East, South and 
West Hampton and Quogue. Sched- 
ule will have four tryouts. 
Company includes Sally Bates, 
Joha Hoysradt, Justine Chase (Mrs. 
George Haight), Peggy Conklin, 
High Rennie, Ernest Woodward, Al- 
len Wallace, ; 





Out of Red, Quits 


Akron, June 27. 


After struggling along for eight 
weeks in the red, Akron Civic Play- 
ers at the Civic Playhouse folded 
suddenly after their first profitable 
week. 

William Emmerich, director, said 
the company would reopen soon but 
sponsors of the project said there 
would be no attempt to revive the 
run this summer. There is a pos- 
sibility that stock will go into the 
same house or at the Colonial 
downtown, in the early fall, 





Irv. Cobb Theme 


Lionel Hyman is rehearsing a 
seven people show with the title of 
‘My Operation. Play was done 
abroad, written by Adam Gastony. 
Troupe is at the Vanderbilt, N. Y. 

Likely the show won't be brought 
to Broadway right away, first open- 
ing out on Long Island and wild- 
ecatting that territory. Producer is 
moving the company bv auto, 








UNION STOCK CLOSES 




















ZS BOOKLET ON HOW 


*TO MAKE UP-. 
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MAKE UP 


& PURITY UNQUEST/ONED 
FOR HALF A CENTURY 











Columbus, June 27, 


After four weeks stock at the 
Hartman theatre here and backed 
by the etage hands’ local, closed. 
William Walsh was the managing 
director, 

Cast had been given four week 
guarantees which were fulfilled. 
Troupe played during the IA con- 
vention here recently, 
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Future Plays 


‘Thanks a Lot,’ the tentative title 
of a revue planned by Frank Far- 
num and Bob K. London, due around 
Aug. 1. Jack Osterman and Olive 
Borden may have leads. Noble 
Sissle’s orc’ also considered. 

‘Goodbye Again’ being rehearsed 
by the Hampton players for their 
opening—July 6. Aller Scott and 
Harry Selby authored. H,. C. Pot- 
ter stages. Sally Bates, John Hoys- 
radt, Justine Chase, Peggy Conklin, 
Hugh Rennie and Ernest Woodward 
in cast. 

‘Hit the Deck’ to be revived by 
Vincent Youmans with as many of 
the original cast as he can as- 
semble. Due in about four weeks. 

‘Storm Song’ written for the late 





may be done next season by 
Bobby Newman_with possibly Bar- 
bara Stanwyck in the lead. Was 
tried out last year with Francine 
Larrimore. Cast is one woman and 
17 men. Same producer plins to 
offer ‘A Chance At Heaven.’ 

‘No Intermission’ by Chas. George 
for Al Woods’ next season. 





Sunday Legit Question 


The Sunday legit show matter 
flarel up again last week and died 
down. Petitions were supposed to 
have been circulated among the 
players of several current shows, 
but Equity put the clamp on the 
idea because the petitions were in- 


spired from managerial sources, 
contrary to Equity rules. 
Understood that Lee Shubert 


sponsored the plan and asked other 
managers to get players’ signa- 
tures. An Equity deputy queried 
the petitions, and Equity ruled the 
procedure was improper, stating 


spontaneously from members. 

It requires a minimuni of 20 sig- 
natures on a petition before the 
council would call a special mecting 
to consider any problem. No such 
petiiion has been filed with Equity. 





Play Ribs Managers 


Picking up their second play after 
Jed Harris let his option expire, 
Phil Dunning and George Abbott 
now have ‘Twentieth Century’ by 
Hecit, MacArthur and Mulholland. 
Sam2 thing happened to ‘Little Old 
Boy. 

‘Century’ is about a legit producer, 
the latter being represented as a 
composite of several of legit’s best 
known production names. Action 
is all on a train bound to New York 
from Chicago after the manager has 
just closed a complete floperoo. 
Abbott & Dunning also have 
another show by Dunning and Mrs. 
Du-ning. 





Worcester Foreclosed 


Worcester, Mass., June 27. 

The old Worcester theatre, legit, 
will be sold July 8 by the Spencer 
Savings Bank to satisfy a $30,000 
mortgage given to Joseph H. Wood- 
head of Worcester, who planned re- 
vivals of legit plays. 

However, defaults in payments of 
the mortgage led to the impending 
sale. The Shea interests operated 
the Worcester for many years. 


Lester Cole’s New Play 


Los Angeles, June 27. 

Lester Cole, writing at Para- 
mount, has a new play titled 
‘Honorable Johnsons,’ which breaks 
in at the Sharon, Conn., Playhouse 
this summer, 

Rosalie Stewart also has Cole’s 
‘Still Life’ for Broadway production. 








Melville Will Filed 
San Francisco, June 27. 
The will of the late Emelie Mel- 
ville, 82, vet legit player, who died 
here last month, was filed this 
week. Valued at ‘less than $1,000,’ 
bulk of the estate goes to a daugh- 
ter, Mrs. Nina Miner of Cape Cod, 
Mass, 
Two sons were not mentioned. 








Bangor First Stock Bust 
About the number one casualty 
among summer stocks is F. James 
Carroll's closing of his Bangor, 
Maine, company, Saturday (25). 
Played six weeks to bad biz. 
Bangor always has been regarded 
as oke for 16 weeks or so. 


Engagements 


Olga Baclanova, ‘Cat and the Fid- 
die,’ Belasco & Curran, Los Angeles. 

Leona Hogarth, ‘Mourning Be- 
comes Electra.’ 

John Griggs for Franchot Tone, 
‘Thousand Summers,’ 





ts 
cy 








Jeanne Eagles by Sydney Buchan- } 
inan, 


Flares But Dies Down | 


that such a movement must come; 


STATE, N. Y. 


(Continued from page 34) 


Kellys from Spain. She hag a per- 
sonality and a sense of comedy, but 
she sadly lacks material. Still 
doing the front and beck kick 
which first won. her recognition 
around here, but not enough danc- 
ing. The entire act lacks charac- 
ter and definition. Over oniy mildly 
in spite of her hard work, where 
She should have been a knockout. 

Closing are Raye, Ellis and La 
Rue with their three-part dance 
act winding up with the underseas 
adagio which, v-hile brief, is an act 
in itself. sackgrounding of an 
adagio act probably doesn’t matter 
much, but the octopus is getting 
pretty familiar. 

Film side offers Ramon Novarro 
in ‘Huddle’ (Metro), a real laugh 
hit here until it went drama, and 
the newsreel. 


ORPHEUM, L. A. 


Los Angeles, June 25. 

With Olseen and Johson closing 
their RKO route here last week af- 
ter 15 years with that company and 
its preceeding operators, RKO now 
has only one surefire attraction left 
—Bill Robinson, currently here with 
his ‘Brown Buddies.’ The Robinson 
unit is packed with entertainment, 
but following Olsen and Johnson 
and preceeded two weeks by the 
Benny Meroff unit, and with the 
Larry Rich unit in next week, RKO 
is fast killing what little power the 
word ‘vaudeville’ has left. None of 
the units mentioned can be classed 
as anything but presentaion. Bill- 
ing them as ‘Big Time Vaudeville’ 
results in nothing but bewilderment 
in the public’s mind. 

Robinson unit is Robinson, with 
the colored tapper on for about 25 
of the allotted 45 minutes. Jokn 
Mason and Fred Lewis, comics, do 
one bit on the opening and later 
a camp meeting bit, They're the 
only laughs in the performance out- 
side those gathered by Robinson 
with his personal chatter. Line of 
10 girls show excellent chorus rou- 
tines. All taps, and with Robinson 
watching them they’re near perfect. 
Same for six boys who are on for 
the opening and finale. To- give 
Rebinson time to cool off, Myra 
Johnson and Jeli Smith, both blues 
singers are the personal femme 
touch. 

With scores of tap dancers im- 
itating Robinson’s step dance, the 
house went wild when the stairs 
were dragged on. He still can show 
them all. 
‘Strangers of the Evening’ (Tif- 
fany) feature, with Pathe Néws and 
a James Gleason comedy also in. 
Attendance better than average at 
opening performance wot ” 
: Yall, 


ORPHEUM, MINN. 


Minneapolis, June 23. 

Best of the new Orpheum unit 
shows so far. In Johnny Perkins it 
boasts something at least approach- 
ing a ‘name’ for Minneapolis. Perk- 
ins is well and favorably known here 
as a result of a number of appear- 
ances with Publix units and Fan- 
chon-Marco ideas at the Minnesota. 
His smart showmanship no doubt 
has made itself felt in the handling 
of the material assembled for this 
bill. 

Plenty of. youth and personality, 
some good looking girls, and im- 
pression of flash and class created 
by tasteful but inexpensive curtains 
and hangings and the gals’ costum- 
ing, spontaneity and pep in the rou- 
tines and the general air of came- 
raderie more than compensate for 
any other deficiency. The entire 
proceedings are animated by the 
breezy spirit and good cheer of the 
genial, smiling, rotund Perkins, who, 
of course, officiates as master of 
ceremonies. And so the show sends 
the customers out of the theatre 
very well satisfied. 

There are only four acts, instead 
of the usual five, the place of the 
missing number being taken by 
Perkins’ after-piece. Total of en- 
tertainment quality and quantity far 
exceeds that furnished by the pre- 
ceding unit shows, 

Four girls, billed as ‘Blondes of 
1933,’ assist Jimmy Burchill in his 
dancing act, which is first-rate as 
an opening number. Girls are strik- 
ing in bizarre costumes consisting 
mainly of vari-colored plumes. Each 
s an acceptable specialty dancer. 
Here, at least, are youth and some 
new faces, if nothing startling in 
the way of terpsichore. Contor- 
tionistic work of one of the girls 
wins applause. 

Perkins in the deuce spot copped 
a nice reception. After announcing 
that he will be the master of cere- 
monies for the balance of the eve- 
ning, ho makes his usual sallies at 
his avoirdupois and tells several 
stories. Stuff is ancient, Perkins 
himself having used it at the Min- 
nesotg..on several occasions before, 
but the audience didn’t mind. rot 
plenty of laughs throughout. 

Three Neal Sisters are classy 
blonde lookers in nifty, all-reveal- 
ing gowns. They essay a harmony 
number and talk a s6ne, ‘Gentlemen 
Prefer Blondes.’ Their talking is 
detter than their singing. They are 
calculated to cause many an eye 
strain. Their personalities, too, 
help. It is a very brief act and they 








take no bows or cores, Two ap- 
pear later as Dignists for Ruth 





——— 
—— 


Petty, jazz singer, 
does a comedy bit 
the after-piece. 

Rath Brothers, in the next-to-shut 
spot, use the full stage as a starter 
for their tsual classy routine of 
balancing and acrobatics. They con- 
tinue supreme in their line and 
their feats of strength and muscle 
control stir the audience to fre- 
quent applause. They finish up in 
one, with Perkins assisting them in 
several balancing stunts. 

Wind-up is the Perkins’ ‘comedy 
surprise’ or after-piece. It features 


and the third 
with Perkins in 


young and comely Miss Petty, the 
jazz singer, whom Perkins intro- 
duces as the Sylvia Sidney of 
vaudeville and who greatly re. 
sembles the screen star, Perkins 
brings on Richard Montgomery, a 
small Negro lad whom, he says, he 


‘picked up’ in a Kansas City barber 
shop recently. Montgomery sings 
‘Roses of Picardy’ loudly and goes 
falsetto and, also, flat, but the cus- 


tomers eat it up and demand as 
encores ‘Two Hearts in Three Time’ 
in German and ‘Irish Eyes of Ty'uve’ 
as encores. For a wind-up Perl-ing 


coaxes the audience to join in the 
singing. 
‘Two Scconds’ on the screen. A 
fair house at this late evening show, 
Rees. 


ALBEE, B’KLYN 


By all the rules the theatre should 
have been jammed Saturday after- 
noon. Brookiyn has always been a 
heavy Saturday matinee town. Also 
the current layout is, or ought to 
be, a natural. But there were wide 
open spaces in the orcestra. Pic- 
ture is in its second week. 

The billing is erroneous. Current 
feature is ‘Bring ‘Em Back Alive’ 
(Radio). On the stage end are two 
standard vaude acts and one of 
those ‘opportunity revues.’ Show 
takes almost two hours on the stage 
end altogether, which is plenty, but 
the sign outside and the program 
inside read ‘RKO vaudeville includ- 
ing Wells and Four Fays, Al Tra- 
han and other acts.’ There are no 
other acts, 

Billy Wells’ act opens the show, 
which is a bit unfair. It’s a highly 
amusing turn, with good comedy and 
dancing. A! Trahan follows with 
his regular act for the usual smash 
results. Audience loved both items 
and showed it. 

The Opportunity Revue is one of 
those things. If you happen to live 
in the neighborhood and know 
some or one of the kids it’s very 
good. If not, it’s not so very bad. 
Book, words and music are credited 
to Arthur Swanstrom, direction to 
Alexander Oumansky and supervis- 
ion to Bobby Connolly. So it couldn't 
be bad. 

There are about ten scenes, some 
with pretty fair scenery, some with 
pretty fair costumes. The names of 
81 people are mentioned in the pro- 
gram, which makes that outside 
billing of 150 not far off. It runs 
exactly an hour. 

Most of the kids show very little. 
There's one girl, Olga Hollwitt, with 
a splendid soprano voice that will 
get her somewhere. Rosalind Kir- 
land in a couple torches is another 
promiser. She'll need a bit of train | 
ing, but has the goods. Sunny Dae 
vis looks to have possibilities as 
a dancer. His tap is there and he 
has a seemingly good notion of 
time and rhythm. That about ends 
the talent that means anything. 

As usual the great trouble lies 
in the comedy. Half a dozen funny 
scenes were stuck in that wouldn’t 
have been funny if well acted-—and 
they weren't. 

It doesn’t much matter. For ama- 
teurs it’s a good try. The numbers 
ran off in good order, there was 
only one curtain spill, there were 
no waits and the dancing and sing- 
ing chorus boys and chorus girlé 
were nice to look at. Kauf. 


ORPHEUM, DENVER 


Denver, June 22. 

Benny Meroff and his band of 
sixteen did their level best, works 
ing hard, to entertain the Orpheum 
customers, but didn’t have much 
luck. Entertainment drags on anc 
on, getting nowhere in particular, 
These three young ladies, Ann Roth, 
Joy Finley and Mary Dunckley, 
should have more prominence. Too 
many and too much men. ; 

Benny juggles balls and Indian 
clubs while others are changing 
costumes. Joy Finley, in a lovely 
blue outfit, danced as various groups 
of the musicians played on eithet 
side. Ann Roth, acting like a four+ 
teen trying to imitate a seventeen~ 
year-old sophisticate, sang a few 
songs. Mary Dunckley toe dances 
and actg as a foil for the band, and 
the pérformance is turned over to 
the orchestra. When the brasses 
are going full blast they are ear- 
drum busters, but when they use 
thirteen saxes or eleven strings, it’s 
sweet. 

Meroff can play most any instru-« 
ment, from those longer than him~« 
self to the tiniest. After imper- 
sonating Ted Lewis he juggles the 
hat for minutes for no apparent 
reason—finally getting it on his 
head the way he wants it—thef 
stopping. Various ones in the or- 
chestra impersonate famous enter- 
tainers, bands are imitated and, 
with a large amount of effort and 
burlesque comedy, the show is over. 

Program wasn’t helped any by 
the picture, ‘The Big Timer’ (Col), 


/2 weakling that gets nowhere. Busi- 
‘ness not so good 
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Can't Reconcile Communist Aims 





By EUGENE LYONS 


Moscow, June 15. 
Moscow Ballet is still in the 
throes of adjusting itself to the 


revolution. It feels, not without rea- 
gon, that the angels and swans and 
emperors and elegant courtesans 
who clutter its repertory are a little 


out of place. Almost ludicrous. But 
try as hard as it will, the new 
proletarian life does not lend it- 


self to interpretation by means of 


pirouettes and arabesques andj} 
fouets. 
Despite prizes and pleas, neither 


musicians nor librettists have been 
able to give the ballet anything in 
line with changed public interest 
and political conditions. Those of- 
fered to the theatre from time to 
time are failures—the cure turns 
out to be even worse than the dis- 
ease. An instance in illustration. 
No Red Mermaids 

The libretto submitted tells of a 
Soviet ship, homeward bound from 
a foreign journey, which sends 
down sailor divers to inspect the 
floor of the ocean. The sailors ar- 
rive plumb in the middle of a revy- 
olution; the mermaids have revolted 
against the tyranny of the sea- 
tzar, no less. The red divers take 
a hand in the revolt and with their 
aid the mermaids, in Act III, over- 
throw Neptune’s dynasty. Needless 
to add that the libretto did not get 
the job. Mermaids and magic, even 
if revolutionary, do not jibe with 
Soviet ‘ideology. 

Recently the ballet administration 
called a meeting of its entire troupe, 
including stage hands, to discuss 
the woes of classic dancing in a 
non-classic age. It was a _ better 
show than some of those on the reg- 
ular program—dozens accustomed 
to working with their toes showed 
that they could work with their 
heads as well. 

The meeting unfortunately clar- 
ified the problem without offering 
a solution. The only half-way suc- 
cessful new ballet in all these years 
has been ‘Red Poppy.’ That, too, 
deals with Red sailors, this time 
rescuing a Chinese dancing girl 
rather than mermaids. 

The craze for classic dancing 
started in Russia by Isadora Duncar 
back in the early years has com- 
pletely died down. The school 
which Isadora established was con- 
tinued in spasms by Irma Duncan 
and others. Nothing is left of the 
whole movement, however, but a 
few of the former Duncan girls who 
give occasional recitals without 
much vitality. 

Another plastic school for which 
zome hope was entertained has also 
gone far on the down-grade, Vera 
Moya’s undertaking. The Maya group 
has turned into an ordinary danc- 
ing ensemble doing acrobatic steps 
of not too exciting calibre. 

The one dance studio which con- 
tinues relatively effective after 
many years is Ludmilla Alexeyeva’s. 
Her methods are in the general line 
o° Mary Wigman and other German 
schools of ‘kunstlerische Gymnastik.’ 
Her classes include girls and wom- 
en ranging from infants to middle- 
aged housewives. Many of them 
come for the physical culture rather 
than the dancing. A recent exhib- 
ition of her school showed it in an 
excellent light. 

But of anything resembling a 
eenuinely new or genuiely Soviet 
dance there are as yet few signs. 





Gift Circus Declined 


Perlin, June 18. 

Stosch-Sarrasani at Dresden is 
fighting hard not to be forced to 
give up his circus. Several times 
he has offered his whole institution 
to the German Goverment as a gift 
in order to keep his people em- 
Ployed and his animals alive. But 
the offer was not accepted. 

He is now facing a forced closing. 
Costs have greatly been cut down, 
but nevertheless he has to give ten- 
tative notice to his whole staff. 
Show will continue if it can just 
cover expenses. Negotiations with 
the German government are still 
going on. 


Brit. Equity Meets 


London, June 

First annual general meeting of 

British Actors Equity was held in 
London last week. 

Chief subject for discussion at the 

meeting was the partial failure of 


7 


ate 


Equity to enforce the standard con- | 


tracts. 








| Season Brings Hope of 


Soviet’s Human Drama 


Moscow, June 15. 

Moscow’s theatre season is draw- 
jing to a close with plenty 
|}to its credit. It w 
lthe most hopeful 
[ene hing of th2 
put its blight on 
producers. For the 
years it revealed 
and originality which promise 
greater things for the near future. 

Cutstanding productions were 
‘Fear’ by Afinogenyev at the Mos- 
cow Art; a new version of Hamlet | 
at the Kakhtango; Mikola Kulish’s 
‘Sonata Pathetique’ at the Kam- 
erny; and the revived ‘Days of the 
Turbins’ at the Moscow Art. Of 
secondary but in their own way 
powerful pieces there were fully a 
dozen. 

Most significant of all, 
ing back on the season’s offerings 
here, is a sharp break with the 
machine-made plays about ma- 
chines which turned Moscow the- 
atre into one big yawn during some 
three years of tractor-worship. En- 
couraged by hints from the center 
of power in the Kremlin all the- 
atres have made tentative, though 
still timid, gestures fn the direction 
of human productions about human 
beings. 

The Korsh Theatre, for example, 
put on a play about doctors and 
another, in the last few weeks, 
about writers. In neither of them is 
there a single prayer offered up to 
the great God Tractor. 

Right down the line there has 
been the same tendency to abandon 
thick - smeared Soviet morality 
plays—or propaganda plays, if you 
will-—in favor of production, closer 
to the human heart and nerves. 

The reopening of ‘Days of the 
Turbins’—still the best written 
play since the revolution—awak- 
ened hopes for more genuine free- 
dom in the theatre. Those hopes, 
however, were dashed. by the silly 
and unexplained suppression of 
‘Sonata Pathetique.’ 


RADIO CITY CONTRACTS 
FOR TAUBER IN LONDON 


London, June 14. 
Richard Tauber, who captivated 
London with his singing in ‘The 
Land of Smiles,’ is to go to Radio 
City under contract to Roxy. Hella 
Kurty, who plays in the same show, 
is also under orders for the trip. 
Date of the change is very. vague, 
as Tauber has film engagements in 
Europe first. 
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York’s and Wales Modify 
Their Continuous Program 


London, June 27. 

Duke of York’s is giving up the 
continuous idea, starting with 
Wednesday, the revue part of the 
program being dropped. 

House will continue with Grand 
Guignol shows as the sole attrac- 
tion. 

Continuous revue at the Prince of 
Wales, scheduled to close Saturday 
night (25) is being continued. Par- 
nell & Zeitlin have taken the thea- 
tre over and will continue the pol- 
icy. Oxenden Trust, previously in, 
is in liquidation. 





Greenwood’s London Bid 


Paris June 18. 
English producing firm after Char- 


‘She Wouldn't Say No,’ the comedy 
she did three years ago on the Pacific 
Coast for Henry Duffy. She is con- 
sidering the offer but wants to 
gauge English reactions to charac- 
ters and wisecracks first. 


Accompanied by her’ husband, 
Martin Broones, the comediene got 
off the boat so ill she had to go 


right to hotel. Suffering especially 
frem eye trouble. 





COWARD REVUE SET 


London, June 17. 
Noel Coward's new revue, to be 
done by C. B. Cochran, will be en- 
titled ‘Words and Music.’ Its pro- 
duction, including dancing, will be 
directed by Coward. Venue will 
! probably be the Adelphi 





lotte Greenwood to go over and do | 


ABBEY PLAYERS COMING 


| Open i in New York 0 Oct. 17 For Tour 


With Russian Ballet’s Old A:* 


+ 
bs 


of 32 Weeks 
Abbey Theatre Irish Players, 
preneg acting troupe, are coming 
press to America this fall. For the 


jfirst time in several years they'll 
| play Broadway, being slated to open 
}in New York Oct. 17 after a week’s 
| break in. 

Albert Wicks of Allen & Wicks, 
Boston concert group, is managinz 





the company which Leighton & 
| Loeffler are booking for the U. S.| 
Tentative time calls for a 32 week 


season. 


;} Company will have a long reper- 
| tory, including new plays by Sean 
| O’Casey, Lennox Roberts, W. B. 
| Yeats, T. C. Merry, Lady Gregory, 
J. M. itecelll 


j 


FOREIGN JOBS OFFSET 
INVASION BY ALIENS | 


Brussels, June 18. 
The Belgian Minister of Foreign 
| Affairs has refused the request of a 
deputy to bar foreign artists from 
performing in this country. 
‘I should like, however, to 
out,’ the minister continued, ‘that 
neighboring countries afford a large 
hospitality to our artists, many of 
whom occupy first-class positions 
abroad. Their situation would cer- 
tainly be compromised by any pro- 
tective measures on our part; they 
would be forced to come back to 
Belgium and swell the already large 
ranks of the unemployed.’ 





point 


ENGLISH REP. IN PARIS 


Paris, June 18. 
Edward Sterling returned to Paris 
last week and started rehearsals on 
first two shows of English Players. 
Troupe to open as usual at the 
Albert ler starting on June 24. 
First two shows to be ‘The Green 
Pack’ by Edgar Wallace now at 
Wyndham’s in London and ‘Mu- 
sical Chairs’ highly praised in Lon- 
don but a flop there. Company ad- 
ditions include Lora Hays and 
Rachell Hartwell, both American. 


English Don't Get Some of Joe 
Cook’s Gab; Fanfare Just So-So 





Mistinguette on Own, 
Quits Casino Sponsor | 





Paris, June 18. 

Mistinguette and her manager, | 
Earl Leslie. have definitely split | 
with Dufrenne & Varna, producers 
for the Casino de Paris, where XM 
| tinguette starred for several sea- | 
sons. | 

They are now looking for a stand 
|} where Leslie would present Mistin- | 
|guette, and claim to have found | 
backers, and a suitable spot in the | 
| Moulin Rouge; but latter has been | 
|turned into pictures by Natan, and 





| knowledge of returning the theatre 
to legit is disclaimed in this quar- 
ter. 

The Mistinguette story that she 
would get the Moulin Rouge seems 
ito be of the same sort as her break- 
ing into print recently, saying she 
would star in the filmization of 
‘Belle de Nuit.’ 

Though sa had made successful 
tests to th: effect, Pierre Wolf | 
sold the A Fa to Irvin Marks for | 
the Shuberts, precluding Mistin- 
guette’s screening. 


PARIS HEARS DODGE IS 


Paris, June 18. 
Earl Carroll, who again post- 
poned his sailing, has found a new 


angel. This is said to be Horace 
Dodge, son of the late motor car 
manufacturer. 


Carroll is booking talent. Amongst 


engagements broadcast being Ran- 
dall, ex-Folies Bergere star; Harry 
Wills, Little Jimmy, the Spark 


Bailet and Will Phyffe, also Rachel 
de Carlez, former Folies Bergere 
girl. 





Carroll has not yet set a date 
for his sailing. 





London Show World 





London, June 18. 

A new difficulty is arising now 
that numerous theatres have gone 
over to variety. This is the strict 
censoring of material. 

Acts that have played vaudeville 
theatres have very rarely had their 
material censored. But now the 
material is being deleted right and 
left by the Lord Chamberlain. The 
result has been several acts have 
had their material mutilated to such 
an extent their acts have become 
disjointed. Such a recent instance 
is the O’Gorman Brothers, who 
opened at the Prince of Wales, their 
new act slaughtered to the extent 
they had to get back to an old one. 





Go for Musical Tabs 

Condensed versions of former 
musical successes for picture houses 
are ir vogue. 

Tom Hearn has currently lined up 
‘Student Prince,’ and is negotiating 
with McDonald & Young to revive 
‘Nellie Kelly,’ ‘No, No, Nanette,’ 
‘Mercenary Mary,’ etc., which are 
likely to go to the Paramount-As- 
torias, 





got the idea from reading ‘Variety.’ 





Vaud for Olympic 

Latest move regarding the Olym- 
pic, formerly Leicester Square Ci- 
nema, is to run continuous variety. 

Theatre will be renamed Leicester 
Square Theatre of Varieties, and 
Archie Pitt is running the venture 
/in coniunetion with the owner, Sir 
Walter Gibbons. Jat Aza will pro- 
duce, and Bert Aza is the booker. 
Latter two are brothers of Pitt. 
} Entertainment is modeled after 





;the Londor Pavilion, part. cabaret 
land part vaudeville. Opening date 
| Aue. 1, 


Shubert Buys Banned Play 
| Jake Shubert, before _ sailing, 
| bought American rights of Alfred 
Savoir’s ‘Sixes and Sevens,’ which | 
has been adapted by Arthur Wim- 
peris. 

Show !s owned by Anthony Prin- 
\sep and was done here sometime 
ago for special Sunday performance, 
|having been banned by the Lord 
| Chamberlain. 
| with Gertie Lawrence to play lead- 
ing role, 


Bushman in London 
Francis X. Bushman, unan- 
inounced, slipped into England and 


house, Victoria way. 
4lans to make talkers in London. 





Buchanan’s Film 


Jack Buchanan starts one 





lis staying in a modest apartment | 


{ version 


of a German musical, for 
British & Dominions July 5. 

Film rights were bought from Ed- 
ward Laurillard. Elsie Randolph 
will play opposite Buchanan. 

Buchanan's next film vehicle after 
this will be ‘That’s a Good Girl,’ 
based on the Hippodrome musical, 
starting date around September. 


Lea Seid! Ill, Quits 
Lea Seidl, the German prima don- 
no of ‘White Horse Inn,’ scheduled 
for the lead in the musical ‘Trilby,’ 
was compelled to retire from re- 
hearsals, having to undergo an op- 
eration, 





Daly’s and Features 

Ambrose and his band, from the 
May Fair Hotel are scheduled as 
the opening attraction for Daly’s 
when the house goes over to vaude- 
ville-revue in July. Elsie Carlisle 
and Morris Harvey, who will com- 
pere, are in support. 

Squire’s Lonsdale Play 
Ronald Squire, distinguished ac- 





Hearn is quite frank about having | 


tor-producer, will star in a new 
Lonsdale play after a long rest on | 
| the continent, 





|fabs 


Shubert negotiating | 





| 


7 . . 
man who put her in a film, 


Sir Alfred Butt is said to be ‘in’ 
on the production. 


To Stage Best Seller 
Beverley Nichols’ book, ‘Even- 
song, which hit the stalls here, is 
being dramatized by Edward Knob- 
lock. It will be Sir Barry Jack- 
son's next production at the Queens 

with Edith Evans in the lead, 





A Mystery 

The so-called International Con- 
gress incident of the C inematog raph 
Exhibitor’s Association's meeting in 
London, just concluded, was some- 
thing of a mvstery. 

The internationals were supposed 
to get together to hold lengthy con- 


CARROLL’S NEW ANGEL | 


| Lloraine, 


splendidly 


|}and costuming were 


| magazine, 


London, June 27. 
the new Joe 
installed at the Prince 
Cook’s and 
for 
opening 


‘Fanfare,’ 
finally 
Edward. 


Cook show, 
is 
language 


chatter seemed a bit too much 
English 


but 


consumption on 


night John Murray Anderson's 


artistic staging, scenery 


well received. 


Business on the weekend was 
| very poor and the cast was asked 
to take a 50% cut. Show will 


> 


close tonight (27) unless the cut is 


accepted, the producers insist. 
Cook affect on Lon- 
the fact that he 


was rambling along about his home 


Insight at the 
don is given by 


town (one of his best laugh getting 
the States) 


when an audience voice advised him 
to ‘speak English.’ Press in general 
received the show in kindly fashion. 

Show is. subtitled a _ revusical 
with Cook cast as the 
managing editor of a mag that isn’t 
doing too well. He peps things up. 
June is a beautiful ballet portray- 
ing the Oscar Wilde story of the 
‘Nightingale and the Rose,’ which 
is one of the high spots. Violet 
Rose Perfect and Bernard 
Clifton handle most of the songs, 

Book is by Dion Titheradge; 
music by Henry Sullivan; lyrics by 
Desmond Carter; decor by James 
Reynolds; dances by Ralph Reader 
and ballet by Anna Ludmilla. 


LONDON KEY SPOT FOR 
CINEMA CHAIN VAUDE 


London, June 18. 

‘Let’s try continuous vaudeville’ 
seems to be the slogan whenever 
there is a West End theatre vacant, 
and as there are any number of 
houses dark or going dark, the slo- 
gan is becoming pretty general. 

Latest to fall for that policy is 
the Prince of Wales theatre. This 
house has not sheltered a hit since 
the days of ‘Journey’s End.’ 

To overcome the Lord Chamber- 
ain difficulty at some theatres, ore 
must call it continuous revue, which 
is easy. All that is necessary is 
to get a string of vaudeville acts 
and sprinkle in a few sketches. 

Oxenden Trust, Limited, is behind 
the Wales venture, trust being 
Frederick Bernhard, J. L. Clemence 
and Southern Morries. TGernhard, 
who owns around 30 picture the- 
atres, running Cine-Variety, is the 
man who foots the bill. 

The opening show is a string of 
standard vaudeville names, includ- 
ing Alfreda and His Gypsy Vaga- 
bonds, Gaston and Andre, who play- 
ed America several seasons ago, 
Norman Long, Willie Pantzer and 
his Wonder Midgets, doing two acts, 


sequences in United 








in which the entire world 
films would be put right, the 


of | 
results| he were 


and George Doonan, who does his 
usual vaudeville offering, some com- 
pering and appears in sketches. 

The sketches although not cred- 
ited th anyone are by Pip Powell, 
who has been doing this sort of 
ihing for years with little distinc- 
tion. Occasionally one does notice 
a fiash of originality in his work, 
but the mass is dull. 

George Doonan does much too 
much. A case of obliging the man- 
agement. Alfredo and Gypsies, do- 
ing the same act as in vaudeville 
and still surefire. 

First show ran and appeared to be 
entirely under-rehearsed, which is 
the fault of the management. Put- 
ting a show on before it’s time has 
proved expensive. 


Wallace Parnell, of the Parnell 


family, is responsible for the pro- 
duction side, and it looks that if 
given more time he could 


of their meditations being broadcast | | have made a much better job of it. 


to an attentive press, 

Nothing was sent out, and appar- 
ently only two poorly attended meet- 
ings were held. 





Tauber ‘Found’ Marlene 

Richard Tauber, now 

in ‘The Land of Smiles,’ claims he! 
| discovered Marlene Dietrich. 

Hie says she was dancing in small 
revues in Berlin when he first saw 
her and was struck by her 
and possibilities. 

He introduced 


her to 
‘TI Kiss 
When 


Your Little Hand, Madame.’ 


4 vee Sternberg was seeking a girl for 


Jannings in ‘The Blue Angel’ he sent 
for Dietrich on the strength of the 


Jusiness With Americ a, anglicize d picture, 


“2a. 


| 


| 
| 


| 


beauty | 


a picture) 


Perhaps he will have more luck with 
the next show. Parnell & Zeitlin 
|are the bookers, but do not claim 
credit for the current bill. 


Entire nut is given by one in- 


in London} terest as $8,000 and by another as 


around $6,000. The latter looks 
| more like it. Show plays four times 
daily, and the capacity of the house 


per show is $600. 
Looks like the project has a 
chance, Understood the program 


will be changed fortnightly, and will 


then be condensed into a unit to 
play the 30 picture houses owned 
by Frederick Bernhard, another 


break for yaudeville acts. 
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‘Variety's’ Cuts 
‘Variety’ has undergone a cut of 
10-20% throughout the organi:- 
tion. 
In addition, the London an Uhi- 
cago branch offices have been re- 
duced to a skeleton with the pos- 
sibility both these offices may be 
closed entirely. Personnel in the 
New York and Los Angeles offices 
has also been reduced. 
Representation by correspondents 
will continue in Chicago and Lon- 
don. 





Reprint Gag Revived 

Reprint racket meeting a lot of 
counter-chiseling, one house asking 
$20 for a 50-year-old sonnet. 

Living authors dodge the tap by 
referring even friends to the pub- 
lishers. Publishers then give the 
anthologist the works, splitting 50- 
50 with the author on the loot. 

Reprint prices often top what the 

pieces might have brought origi- 
nally. 
. §ometimes funny twists in values 
result, Two sonnets by Edna St. 
Vincent Millay, for instance, cost as 
much as an &8,000-word story by 
Ring Lardner. 

Prize of this kind, however, was 
Scribner’s asking $20 for 14-liner 
Henley, the master of his fate being 
dead for 30 years. 

Arthur Guiterman’s ‘Strictly 
Germproof’ is the most frequently 
stolen baby on record. Pome origi- 
nally appeared in the ‘Women’s 
Home Companion’ in 1906. After 
that it world-cruised, sometimes un- 
der different titles and authors. By 
1908, gent, with split billing of A, 
Francis ,Walker from Australia, got 
it in the New York ‘World’ as his 
own. 

A military surgeon put his name 
over it in 1918 and got it published 
in a U. S. Army war-rag in France. 
By April, 1919, ‘Punch’ was printing 
it as ‘A Germless Eden,’ and by June 
apologizing for the gyp. 

After all that, Harper’s is still 
hoping for reprint fees on the orig- 

Ftnal. 














Best Sellers 


Best sellers for week ending June 18 as reported by the American . 
News Company. 
Fiction 
‘The Fountain’ ($2.50) seccceesccccmucscovesces.. By Charles Morgan 
Undertow’ ($2.50) eee eMC REE SSSESSOSESOSENE . By A. Hamilton Gibbs 
‘District Nurse’ ($2.00) wesecemmcecccccoces....--- BY Faith Baldwin 
j ‘Pre-War Lady’ ($2.00) 0 seesesenesece ones ty Margaret Widdemer 
‘Twenty Notches’ ($2.00) @Meeorwesoooe coe esses ewes -By Max Brand 
‘State Fair’ ($2.50) ik 60006 0664040000068 ceeeaneeones cay Phil Stong 
Non-Fiction : 
‘Twenty Thousand Years in Sing Sing’ ($3.00) ......By L. E. Lawes 
‘Story of My Life’ ($3.50) ~.cccesccemeeess++-- By Clarence Darrow 
‘Epic of America’ ($3.75) .csccceceescesss+- bY John Truslow Adams 
‘Only Yesterday’ ($3.00) ...ecccsscenee- By Frederick Lewis Allen 
‘Once a Grand Duke’ ($3.50) ......+eee...By Grand Duke Alexander 
‘A New Way to Better Golf’ ($2.00) ..............- by A. J. Morrison 





Colony of newspaper people and 
press agents working in Los Angeles 
has been built up in the desert near 
| Victerville on homestead land. Most 
have acquired their 160-acre tracts 
| for a hobby, but some hope to earn 
a partial living out of the soil. 

Place is in a valley about 150 
miles from Los Angeles. ‘Those 
taking out the land grant papers 
must cultivate 20 acres of the tract 
|} and live on the property for three 
| years. World war veterans need 
| stay on only seven months. The 
time, however, need not be continu- 
ous. 

Among newspaper and p.a. group 
who have gone for the back-to-soil 


| Literary Homesteaders 
| 








stressed the fact a number of times 
that admission would be free, in| ‘Calgary Eye Opener,’ established 
keeping with a decision of the West | in 1902 by the late Robert Chalmers 
Side Tennis Club, sponsoring the/ tqawards, M. P. (at that time mem- 
matches. 

A postscript added that the club 
later decided upon an admission fee 
of one dollar, 


Oldest in New World 


rates as the oldest humor publica- 
tion in America. 
By a roundabout method it has 
aoe come back into a Fawcett owner- 
Heavy Duty Editions ship, as the ‘Calgary’ periodical, 
First direct publishing for the’! upon the death of Bob Edwards, 
rental library trade, an ever-in-/|was sold by his widow, Kate Ed- 
creasing. factor in the book field,| wards, to Harvey Fawcett, brother 
will be that undertaken by Simon lof Capt. Billy Fawcett, head of the 
& Schuster. |Fawcett Publications. Harvey and 
Essandess will call these books Capt. Billy had a falling out at that 
Novel Novels and in their outside| time and ‘Calgary Eye Opener’ was 








be different. Jacket, including pic-! Billy's ‘Whiz Bang.’ 

tures, color and blurbs, will be a Upon the death of Harvey Faw- 
part of the binding, held by sealed | cett in 1928, ‘Eye Opener’ was pur- 
cellophane binding. Bindings will|chased by Henry Meyers who sold 
otherwise be reinforced to stand!out last week to Annette Fawcett, 


other features, which the publish-/| bringing it back under a Fawcett 
ing house is keeping secret. | name. 
Novel Novels are an answer to| 

the booksellers’ complaint that 
books which have large rentals 
don’t stand up for long because of |, phenomenal 
the handling. 

It’s now up to Womrath. 





‘Digest’s’ Costly Premium 


long-term subscribers. Funk & Wag- 
nall, the ‘Literary Digest’ publisher, 
is giving a 25-volume set of an en- 

Sobbies Elect cyclopedia with every three-year 
The Newspaper Women’s Club Of | subscription to its mag. 











Lending Libraries 
With the publishers’ realization 


their biggest support, they also 
recognize that the neighborhood 
lending libraries are ruining the re- 
tail trade, all due to the equation of 
courtesy and friendliness. 

The big book shops or dept. stores 
can’t begin ta compete with the 
neighborhood circulating libraries 
where the clerks almost know the 
local trade personally, including in- 
timate knowledge of their book 
tastes, with the result they call up 
subscribers when new issues pop up, 
or hold out the latest publications 
for the regular trade, etc. 

On top of that, anybody wanting 
a popular book from a circulating 
library knows to what pains the 
store will go'to dig it up, regardless 
of the nominal two, three or 6bc 
reading fee per day. 





Annenberg Moves Over 


Realignment of the ‘Racing Rec- 
ord’ and allied publications last 
week wound up with Moe Annen- 
berg heading the syndicate’s board 
of directors and Herbert Kranzer 
moving into the president’s office 
left vacant by Annenberg. 

Kranzer’s previous assignment 
was general manager of the outfit’s 
Chicago interests which includes 
publication of the ‘Radio Guide’ edi- 
tions. With Kranzer now perma- 
nently set up in New York, his 
former designation went to James, 





Washington met in the _ ladies’ Three-year subscription to ‘Lit- 
dining room of the National Press /erary Digest’ costs $12, which is 
Club and elected the following |far less than the cost of the en- 
officers for 1932-33: |eyclopedia set. 

Kate Scott Brooks, society editor 
of the Washington ‘Post,’ president; 
Sallie V. H. Pickett, society editor 
of the Washington ‘Star,’ vice- 
president; Betty Hynes, feature 
editor of the Washington ‘Herald,’ 
recording secretary; Katharine 





Croy’s ‘Last Word’ 


Homer Croy’s collection of 
epitaphs, corralled from tombstones 
all over the world, combined as a 
novelty with self-written epitaphs 
for living celebrities, has hit the 


Brocks, assistant to society editor bookstands for $1 as published by 
of the Washington ‘Star,’ corre- Chic Sale’s Specialist Publishing 
sponding secretary; Marie Spur- Co. 


geon, McNair, assistant to the so- 
ciety editor of the Washington 
‘Herald,’ treasurer. 


It’s the first output of this coin- 
pany not written by Sale. If it 
lands Sale will shed caution and 


‘ dive into the business. 
Mike-Screen Fan Mag As a sample here's 


D. L. Lee Publishing Co., of Ma- Cantor's: 

rissa, Ill., starts next month issuing ‘Here in natwre’s arms I nestle 
its own version of a radio fan mag. Safe at last from Georgie Jessel? 
It’s to be a monthly titled ‘Broad- 
caster’ at 25c a year. Paris Frowns on Novel 
Although primarily devoted to} pisplay in bookstalls ana pook- 
chatter about mike artists, the stores of ‘Lady Chatterley’s Lover’ 


mag’s columns will take an OcC&-|has been prohibited by the Paris 
sional dip into gossip involving pic- 


ture stars. Publication will not 
carry any advertising, relying solely 
on subscription revenue, 





Eddie 





not been made an offence, so that 
with the ukase properly exploited 
and publicised, sale of the book is 
Author-Salesman getting an extra impetus. 

Seems to be one of those ‘Always Sale of the local translation had 
a Way’ lessons in Bob Brown’s| been slo-wwing down of late—the 
latest escapade. He wrote a book | French finding it pretty tame, 
entitled ‘Let There Be Beer’ and 
tried to peddie it. Pedelty Going Home 

Most of the publishers told him/| Donovan Pedelty, correspondent 
they thought it was a good idea—for | in Hollywood for the British ‘Film 
somebody else to publish. So Bob | Weekly’ and Central News Syndi- 

















Powell, who retained the label of 
general editorial director. 





Tower's Coast Adds 

Upon arrival of John P. McNelis, 
vice-president of Tower Publica- 
tions, Doris Denbow was ‘added to 
the western editorial office and 
Nathan McFadgen installed as west- 
ern advertising manager for the 
Tower group of publications under, 
supervision of Ivan St. Johns. 

This is the first time a national 
fan magazine has established a 
permanent advertising manager on 
the west coast. 





Grace Allen’s Brother? 

The ancient gag about the farmer 
whe wrote a three-page letter of 
complaint to his supply house be- 
cause of the non-arrival of some 
ymerchandise, and then added a 
postscript to disregard the letter as 
the merchandise just arrived, has 
its counterpart in the circular Iet- 
ter sent out by the Lawn Tennis 
Writers’ Association of America, 
comprising the newspaper sports 
writers covering tennis. 

Letter, written by J. P. Allen, 
president of the Tennis Writers, 
was rather lengthy, and in dis- 
) tributing tickets to the newspaper- 
men for the Church Cup matches 


« 


nouncements of the book, explain- | don. He is not returning to Holly- 
ing what it is and asking pros- | wood. 

pective customers to send in their | Pedelty will see John Galsworthy 
names. Got such a nice result that on behalf of Frank Tuttle, director, 
within two weeks he took the signa- | who will film Galsworthy’s ‘Apple 
tures up to Harrison Smith, who Tree.’ He also has a play ‘Petard,’ 
accepted the book for immediate | py himself and Joseph Krumgold, 
publication, which he’s taking to Auriol Lee, 
British producer. . 





Fawcett Mags Buying 

The two Fawcett mags, ‘Battle Mae West's ‘Love’ 
Stories’ and ‘Triple-X Western,’! Delay in starting date on ‘Night 
will undergo changes in size in! After Night,’ in which Mae West 
August. Plan is to increase the ig engaged to appear for Paramount 
over-all sizes of the two mags tG'on the Coast is enabling the 
7 by 10 inches, equal to the film fan actress to complete her novel, 
publications gotten out by the same which is expected to be on the 
house. | presses within a month, 

With plans for continuance, and| Title is ‘Love for Sale’ 
in the new size, the two mags are| 


buying material in quantity again. | Kidding Reaches Leaflets 
|Type of material desired may be 


‘Razzberry,’ weekly advertising 
gleaned from the titles, |leaflet carrying the ‘Ballyhoo’ motif, 
|now being published in Los An- 

‘U’ Back in ‘Satevepost’ |geles. Main backers are a restau- 
Out since February for economy’s rant chain and a dance pavilion, 
sake, Universal's one-column ads with all copy of the tongue-in- 
bearing a Carl Laemmle by-line | cheek variety. 
have been reinstated in the ‘Satur- | 
day Evening Post.’ A flood of let- 
ters protested the dropping of the; Garnett Weston, playwright and 
personality-tinged sales talks. Paramount studio writer, has sold 
They had been running in the his latest novel, ‘Mid-Summer Mur- 
‘Post’ 10 years before being smacked | der.’ “ 


by budget cuts Fararr and Rinehart will publish. 




















Weston’s ‘Murder 





ber of the English Parliament), | 


appearance, particularly, they will| published in competition to Capt. | 


much handling and there will be/| divorced wife of Capt. Billy, thus | 


The ‘Literary Digest’ is offering || 
premium to new 


Prefect of Police, Nevertheless the 
sale and possession of the book has | 


got off a number of printed an- cate, left Wednesday (22) for Lon- 


movement are Patterson Greene, 
| formerly music critic of the I. <A. 
| ‘Examiner’; Len Boyd and Dare, 
fashion writer for Bell Syndicate. 
William Oliver, ‘Herald-Express’ 
dramatic critic, and Arthur Hager- 
; man, press agent, are preparing to 
take out papers. 





Real Names of Authors 

Bruce Graeme, author, of ‘Alias 
Blackshirt,’ is Graham Montague 
Jeffries. Kay Boyle, who wrote 
‘Year Before Last,’ is Mrs. Dick 
Brault. Princess Der Ling, respon- 
sible for ‘Jades and Dragons,’ is 
Mrs. Thaddeus C. White. 

But who is Timothy Shea, author 
of ‘The Cowboy and the Duchess’? 


Hearst Retrenching 

Further retrenchment by Heart 
papers in New York has struck at 
ithe Brooklyn edition of the ‘Jour- 
nal.’ 

Of the 10 men on the staff, all 
but two have been dropped. 
| Two salary cuts have been put 
|in effect. 


| 
Out for Keeps 
Report that the 
Home Journal,’ which set a new 
style in women’s mags by selling 
for three cents, would resume pub- 
lication is unfounded. Organiza- 
tion has been disbanded and offices 
vacated, 





| Aimed to serve New York wo- 
|men only it lasted but a few issues. 
Women's class mag _ advertisers 
couldn’t see the new publication, 
and that meant curtains. 

The one suffering the greatest 
blow by the collapse of the ‘Metro- 
politan Home Journal’ is Winchcll’s 
sec, Ruth Cambridge. The mag 
gave her the opportunity to column 
on her own—with a by-line. 





| Chatter 

| Val Lewton, wno authored ‘No 
|Bed of Her Own,’ is learning to 
play the harmonica so that he can 


‘plug Robbins’ songs. 


| Significance behind the John: 
| Larkin-Eunice Chapin merger is 
| that Larkin wrote ‘Society Girl’ and 

Miss Chapin wrote ‘City Giri.’ 

Hadley Waters carrying his left 
}arm in a sling. 
| Depression note: Irwin Franklyn 
hasn't written a new novel in over 
|a@ month, 

Ask Corey Ford to tell his flip-' 
crack about a President's brain 
fever. 
| G. K. Chesterton turning illus+ 
| trator for Hilaire Belloc’'s new book. 
| Wilma Hassenden can’t bear a 
typewriter. 

Cosmo Hamilton has given up 
| fiction for the time being to con- 
| centrate on radio. 
| Joan Haslip hag the villa in 
Florence, Italy, where Mark Twain! 
uséd to live. 

Leane Zugsmith, the Liveright' 
publicist, will have a book pub-’ 
lished by the concern she works for. 
| Max Trell, who threw up his job 
in the Warner eastern scenario de- 
partment to go to the coast on spec, 
will have two novels published in 
the fall, Claude Kendall is bring- 
ing out Trell’s ‘Bed and Bored,’ 
and Macaulay has his ‘Lawyer 
| Man,’ the latter already bought by 
Warner's. 

The spot on which Owen P. White 


was born is now the heart of the! 


business section of El Paso, Tex. 

Macmillan will shortly bring out 
a biog of Lillian Gish by Albert 
Bigelow Paine, entitled ‘Life and 
Lillian Gish.’ 

The new Sinclair Lewis novel, 
;‘Ann Vickers,’ will be serialized in 
‘Red Book Magazine’ starting with 
the August issues, 

Omnibus books in again for the 
summer trade. Little, Brown bring- 


ing out more than 1,000 pages of | 
KB. Phillips Oppenheim, and Lippin- | 


cott offers nearly 1,500 pages of 
Carolyn Wells. Longmif&ns, Green 
doing it, too, with Stanley J. Wey- 
man, 

Charles Dana Gibson's boy, Lang- 
horne Gibson, has turned scribbler. 

Helen Grace Carlisle did 25,000 
words of her novel in three days. 

Robert S. Allen, who lost his. job 


‘Metropolitan | 


News of Dalies—East 


(Continued from page 38) 


for the fall, including ‘Domino,’ by 
Marcel Achard, and ‘Mademoiselle,’ 
by Jacques Duval, in which Grace 
George (Mrs. Brady) will star and 
direct. Others on the list af Cham- 
bre d'Hotel,’ by Pierre Jerome; 
‘Mistigri’ and ‘Marlborough,’ by 
Achard, which Arthur Pollock, 
Brooklyn ‘Eagle’ dramatic. critic, 
adapted; ‘Christine,’ by Paul Ge- 
raldy; ‘II Lived With You’ and 
‘Party,’ by Ivor Novello. Latter 
will appear in ‘Lived’ in Brady's 
production, 





Paul Robeson’s wife sues for a di- 
vorce, mentioning a white English 
girl, but not by name. Says the 
actor will probably marry this wom. 
an when freed. Says she's not sore, 
and will always be friends. 

Martha Madison’s play, which 
Alexander McKaig is producing, 
dsn’t about Garbo, as reported. 

Free Theatre gets ‘A Bad Egg,’ 
by Fred Ballard. 





Thirteen summer stock companies 
open this week. 





Broadway Ass’n asks hotel own- 
ers to get into the fight for repeal. 

Roger Wolfe Kahn's plane tips in 
landing. Kahn unhurt, but Ramon, 
dancer, slightly cut around the legs, 





James Coots opening a summer 
stock at Glenns Falls, N. Y., soon. 

Lewisohn Stadium concerts start 
tonight (Tuesday). 

Copy of the ‘breeches bible,’ once 
the property of Sir Henry Irving, 
discovered in a school library on 
Staten Island. William Winter, 
veteran dramatic critic, willed his 
library to the school at his death, 
but they never particularly noticed 
the bible, though it weighs about 
100 pounds, 





Schwab & Mandel dissolve part- 
nership. Schwab will go in with 
3uddy DeSylva on a new musical. 





Sophie Kerr flew to Los Angeles 
to witness the premiere of her play, 
‘A Plain Man,’ at the P1.sadena 
Playhouse. 





Cycle of stage plays about Greta 
Garbo threatening. 





‘Around the Corner,’ play by the 
late B. M. Hastings and Stanley 
Logan, to get a tryout in Atlantic 
City July 11. 





Julia Lydig Hoyt, of the social 
register and the screen, seeking a 
divarce from Louis Calhern. 





Willem van Hoogstratten arrived 
Sat, to conduct Stadium concerts. 
Pessimistic on outlook for orchs in 
America, but says that in Europe 
they are going without food to hear 


| good music, Also a good word for 


continental radio broadcasting, 
which is not ‘interrupted by adver- 
tising blah.’ 





Norma Talmadge and George Jes- 
sel in from Paris on the Chame 
plain’s maiden voyage, landing Sat. 
Here to look for backing for a play 
Jessel has written and in which 
both hope to appear in N. Y. next 
season, Both deny marriage rumors. 





Feds find a gag brought down 
from Maine, where they learned all 
the tricks through state prohibi- 
tion. Two went to raid a place on 
West 52nd street and were admitted 
to bar, but shelves were bare. One 
of them accidentally stepped on @ 
button in the floor and the shelves 
collapsed. Button had been pressed 
before they were admitted and bot- 
tles dropped down a chute to the 
cellar, where they broke. No evi- 
dence, so no arrests. 





as Washington correspondent of 
the ‘Christian Science Monitor’ be- 
cause of his alleged contribution to 
‘Washington Merry-Go-Round,’ gets 
his revenge with a book, ‘Why 
Hoover Faces Defeat,’ to appear 
soon. 

Francis Yeats-Brown will come 
over in the fall to lecture. 

Norman Lindsay's son, Jack, has 
written his first book, ‘Cressida’s 
First Lover.’ ; 
| That biog of Edwin Booth by 
Richard Lockridge, ihe ‘Sun's’ drama 
critic, will appear this fall. Called 
i‘Darling of Misfortune,’ and Cen- 
‘tury will publish. 
| New Writers’ Association, the 
|group of scribblers, now calls it- 
| self the Metropolitan Writers’ 
Guila.t Must get that ‘Guild’ in it 
somewhere. 

Zane Grey's new novel, just com- 
pleted, is the 30th for the eminent 
| fisherman. 

Essandess preparing a book of 
|George Gershwin’s songs. 

2amon Romero engaged by Tower 

Publications to write series of 
| stories on Hollywood social spots 
| for ‘New Movie.’ 
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Coe and McNamee Divided More 
Fans Than Schmeling-Sharkey 





NBC in its usual conservative 
manner states that it will favor 
‘specialists’ hereafter to report big 
sporting or similar events over the 
air. Meaning that Charles Francis 
(‘Socker’) Coe, to the NBC mind, 
was more of a ‘specialist’ than Gra- 
ham McNamee in broadcasting the 
Schmeling-Sharkey fisticuffs. 

NBC defends the marked pro- 
Schmeling reports over its networks 
by citing the 23 out of 25 ringside 
sporting writers who polled for 
Sci:meling to retain his title. 

Network sent a set of records of 
the broadcast to Dan Parker of the 
‘Mirror’ in defense of their broad- 
casters’ alleged bias and inac- 
curacies in interpreting everything 
as an edge for Schmeling. NBC 
itself doesn’t make such recordings, 
but some companies around town 
do, for sundry reasons. The chain 
dug up a set to refute the cracks 
Parker took at Coe and McNamee, 

Ed Sullivan, ‘Graphic’ columnist, 
who was formerly a sports writer, is 
one of the few to maintain Sharkey 
outboxed and thus took the title 
away from the Teuton. Sullivan, 
too, chided McNamee and Coe and 
observed that maybe these two saw 
‘two other fights.’ 

With the Schmeling-Sharkey fight 
admittedly a dull affair, it appeared 
that the radio reporters were sub- 
ject to a volume of criticism never 
before noted on similar occasions. 
Much comparative conversation as 
between Coe and McNamee was also 
heard with NBC’s left-handed ad- 
mission favoring Coe, a further cor- 
roboration of the general idea that 
McNamee was punchliess and inef- 
fectual, 

Garden Satisfied 

Capacity turnout for the cham- 
pionship fight was believed partly 
due to the ballyhoo which NBC 
gave the fight. Madison Square 
Garden Corporatjon, the day after 
the fight, expressed satisfaction to 
NBC for the way in which the net- 
work ballyhooed the fight. 

Usually NBC isn’t allowed to ex- 
ploit a fight broadcast until the day 
before, or the day of, the fight. 
However, with most of the news- 
papers lukewarm, the Garden per- 
mitted NBC to announce the broad- 
cast, which Lucky Strike was spon- 
soring in advance. 

NBC devoted two half-hour 
periods to special buiid-ups for the 
fisticuffs. 

Despite all the pannings which 
the press aimed at McNamee, NBC 
through John Royal, head of NBC’s 
program department, declared that 
NBC considered McNamee its best 
all around announcer. 


They May Yell for Bread 
After Hearing Air Poems 


, Los Angeles, June 27, 

Selling bread by-air through the 
medium of a poetry broadcast is be- 
ing tried by the Baruch Baking Co., 
health bread distributors, who have 
engaged Edmund Lytton, KTM’s 
staff poetry reciter, for three 15- 
minute periods weekly. 

Figuring the soft, dulcet lines of 
.Edgar Guest and other’ con- 
temporaries will Go more to break 
down sales resistance than music, 
the program is strictly in rhyme ex- 
cept for the dough plug. Copies of 
the pocms of each broadcast are 
available to those who send in slips 
wrapped around the loaves. 


Just Went for the Trip 


San Francisco, June 27. 

Cast of NBC's ‘Spotlight Revue’ 
are scorched at the flop scored in 
Los Angeles last week when they 
appeared there for the Shriners. 
NBC sales department, instead of 
Artists’ 
Shriners on a percentage basis, 50- 
50 over expenses. 

Artists got regular program 
salaries, transportation and expen- 
ses, and payment for any programs 
they missed while gone, with NBC 
taking the rap for several hundred 
dollars because the L. A. show was 
‘kept dark secret’ with no pub- 
licity given the affair 
of a few hundred resulting. 











3 Bakers Will Return 
Fleischmann Yeast’s Three Bakers 


program, which recently retired 
from the NBC network, will return 
to the network in the fall. Ac- 
count went off for the summer 
months only. 

Yeast company will retain the 
Same talent line-up when it re- 
turns. 





'ttee, Ohio, Kentucky, 
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Bureau sold the show to | 
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STATIONS UNITE 


ClearingtHouse for Time Located in 
Chicago 

A joint office to represent six dif- 

ferent radio stations for the sale of 

time will be opened in Chicago July 

1. Office will represent stations 

WMCA, New York; WJR, Detroit; 


WOC, Des Moines; WHO, Daven- 
port; WGAR, Cleveland; WKBW, 
Buffalo, and WGR, Buffalo. Latter 


two stations are controlled by the 
3uffalo Broadcasting Company. 

In charge of the Chicago central 
office will be James L. Free and 
Clifford L. Fleininiger, both of ad 
agency experience. They will be 
detailed to represent the six sta- 
tions’ in Hlinois, Indiana, Milwau- 
Missouri and 
vv ‘sconsin, 

Operating expenses of the office 
wil! be borne jointly by the six sta- 
tions, 





Dramatic Yen 


Of NBC Staff 
Given Outlet 


NBC employees in New York, who 
show aptitude for dramatics, will be 
placed on the NBC network in a 
new series which will start July 8 
over the WJZ network. First drama 
will be called ‘Human Hearts’ and 
will be on from 10:00 p.m. to 10:30. 

Casts for these dramas are to con- 
s of NBC employees only. Staff 
in New York will be canvassed by 
the program department to discover 
those who show the best promise 
for becoming air thespians. These 
will be auditioned and the best will 
be cast in the dramas, The entire 
cast will work on a gratis basis. 

Casting and direction of this 
series has been placed under the 
direction of William S. Rainey, NBC 
production director. There is a pos- 
sibility of Bertha Brainard, mer. of 
NBC’s program department, taking 
the femme lead. 


Bailey Off Pontiac 


Mildred Bailey goes cff the Paul 
Whiteman Pontiac broadcast when 
the original contract expires July 
8. She has not been renewed by 
the commercial along with White- 
man for the renewal series which 
starts July 15. 

Miss Bailey’s contract with Pon- 
tiac came up for renewal June 17 
and the account failed to exercise 
the option. 

Songstress has been receiving 
$450 for the Pontiac broadcasts. In 
addition she is getting $300 per 
week from Whiteman to sing with 
the band. Miss Bailey was under 
a separate contract to Pontiac for 
the commercial periods, 

M-W Quits Air 
Chicago, June 27. 

Montgomery Ward and Co. has 
decided to lay off all ether activity 
until the late fall, at least. Tomor- 
row’s (28) ‘Beautiful Thoughts’ 
program on NBC will be the last. 
Mail-order house didn’t make up its 
mind to quit until five days before 
the expiration of the current con- 
tract. 

‘Beautiful Thoughts’ idea went on 
the MW payroll late last June and 
about three months ago came in for 
a revision to a more vaudevilley 
type of entertainment. 


‘Skippy’ CBS July 11 








General Mills, financing Skippy 
on the air, goes off NBC July 9 


after 13 weeks and on July 11 shifts 
to the CBS ne-vork. 

‘Skippy’ will be on CBS from Mon- 
day to Saturday for 15 minute pe- 
riods, 

Its contract with the 
work calls for 52 weeks. 


CBS onet- 





Stan Myers With WXYZ 


Detroit, June 27. 
Stan Myers, who holds the all- 
time long-run record at the Fox 
as m. ec. for a run of 45 weeks, 


goes to Station WXYZ in a musica! 
capacity. 





100% Fiction 


Squawk« er the radio ac- 
count of the Sharkey-Schmel- 
ing fight brought to light a 
story indicating that sending 
such events over the air is a 
difficult assignment. 

A fight held in Philadelphia 
recently looked like a natural. 
The men asked to do the mike 
work balked, saying it was too 
tough to give an accurate 
broadcast. He was advised to 
dramatize the scrap and pro- 
ceeded to do so, hardly glanc- 
ing at the boxers. From his 
description the go was sensa- 
tional. 

Truth was that that fight 
was one of the worst of the 
season. The referee stopped 
it in the tenth round, declar- 
ing it no contest. The Philly 
station has never attempted to 
explain. 














NO RADIO LISTINGS 


BURNS UTAH PUBLIC: 





Salt Lake City, June 27. 

Local papers couple of months 
ago put taboo on any radio program 
listings, cutting out the five inches 
daily they have been allowing the 
two local stations. (No news matter 
ever allowed.) In spite of Salt Lake 
Tribune’s financial interest in KSL, 
edict was carried through, with 
Tribune, Telegram and _ Desert 
News standing pat. John Fitzpat- 
rick, Tribune-Telegram publisher, 
is v. p. of KSL. 

Public became incensed, stormed 
papers and radio stations, and as 
temporary move both KDYL and 
KSL published weekly program for 
distribution through radio stores. 
Stations refused to come across with 
money for paid newspaper space 
as sheets anticipated. 

Salt Lake Radio News this week 
made its appearance, carrying com- 
plete and detailed programs of both 
stations, together with news stories, 
photos, etc. Mag is 16 pages and 
sells for 50 cents per year, by mail. 
Publishers trying to make it pay 
with adv. space. 

Another weekly ‘Kitchen Talk,’ a 
shopping guide sheet, also started 
this week, using radio programs as 
main news matter, selling space 
buyers on idea that paper will be 
kept in homes for full week. ‘Kitch- 
en Talk’ delivers 20,000 copies to 
mail boxes by bonded carrters, 


| Curbing L. D. Phones 


Chicago, June 27. 

.Practically all radio ad agencies 
around here have put a stop order 
on long-distance phoning for the 
month of July and may extend it in 
August, as a result of the new fed- 
eral telephone tax. 

Agencies figure to save enough 
during the next couple of months in 
bills to take care of the tax for the 
rest of the year. Letdown in sum- 
mer business was a deciding factor 
by the agencies to lay low on phone 
costs, figuring wires just as good. 








| (Rem 
| NBC’s WJZ network for a series of 





(ent will be 


Jerry Wald Let Out by ‘Graphic’ 
Over Slam at 


Graham McNamee 


——______. 
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CONTENTED COW 


Carnation Sticks—Rem Added to 
NBC Commercials 





Maryland Pharmaceutical 


Syrup) has booked time 


broadcasts beginning Sept. 25. Tal- 


selected later. Account 


| 
lis handled through the Joseph Katz 
| Co., 


3altimore. 

Two accounts renewed with NBC 
Carnation Milk 
Co., handled by Erwin Wasey, re- 
newed from July 4. Harold Stokes 
orchestra and the Grenadiers quar- 
tet are featured on this program. 
Lady Esther Co. was the other re- 
newal, effective July 17. Wayne 
King’s orchestra is featured. Agency 
handling Lady Esther is Stack 
Goble, Chicago. 


during the week. 


Radio Chilly on 
Personal P. A.’s 
For Its Artists 


Catering to the columnists has 
become a very expensive proposi- 
tion for almost every radio artist 
of importance. It means in every 
instance a regular weekly stipend 
for a personal p.a. 

Whether it’s the vanity angle 
chiefly, the daily squibs among the 
ether chattterers have been built up 
to an inflated importance. 

The networks and the advertising 
agencies don‘t like them and have 
told the artists that this ballyhoo, 
associating themselves with sundry 
gags and quips, isn’t in keeping 
with the general dignity of the bus- 
iness. Every ad agency has its own 
public relations’ dept. and, of course, 
the networks likewise maintain p.a. 
organizations. The commercial 
sponsors, through the agencies, and 
the radio chains, much prefer to 
handle the ballyhoo for the artists, 
much as the film studios do for their 
players. 

For one thing, it is felt that the 
air affords suffcient exploitation for 
the artists, while the product must 
in all events not be submerged. 
When that happens the kickback is 
always to the damage of the artist. 

The newspapers themselves are 
out to discourage this personal 
ballyhoo and are instructing their 
radio commentators to lay off the 
minor trade and personality stuff 
and go in more for general program 
news and reviews with an eye to 
lay reader interest. The daily edi- 
tors don’t think the trade stuff 
means anything for circulation 
purposes, 














Band in Ft. Wayne, Comics in L.A. 





J. Walter Thompson Agency Headaches 
Over Robt. Burns Program 





Chicago, June 27. 

MCA got itself in a wrangling 
jam with the J. Walter Thompson 
advertising agency last week over 
the booking of Guy Lombardo into 
a Fort Wayne, Ind., one-nighter for 
this Wednesday (29). Thompson 
office accused the booking outfit of 
breaking its promise..to have the 
band on hand in Chicago for the 
Robert Burns broadcast that night, 
and is now demanding that MCA 
foot the costs of special lines and 
engineers required for the remote 
hookup. 

Transmitting of the Lombardo 
combo from Fort Wayne will entail 


reversing of all origination loops 
over the Columbia network and ag- 
gravate ithe previously existent 


problem of -working in the band 
with the Burns and Allen contribu- 
tion to the program from Los 
Angeles. Because of this two-point 
broadcast situation and the dif- 





ficulties involved, says the agency, | 


it had ha? taken the precaution to 


obtain assurance from MCA that 
the orchestra’s bookings would net 
prevent its presence here on the 


Wednesday night following 


the | 


Lombardo closing at the B&K Chi- 
cago theatre (23). 

Agency got its first wind of the 
Fort Wayne date when Hershel 
Williams, a rep from the New York 
office, arrived in Chicago last 
Wednesday (22) to sit in on the 
blending of the Lombardos here 
with the pickup from the Coast. 
MCA explanation was that its staff 
had. forgotten about the under- 
standing. Following Williams’ 
burnup the booking outfit tried to 
get the Fort Wayne ballroom to 
cancel, but the operator of the spot 
refused to budge. 

Williams immediately got in 
touch with the CBS offices here and 
was advised that Lombardo could 


Co. 
on | 


Over the weekend, when informed 
by a friendly press man, Jerry Wald, 
the New York ‘Graphic’ (tab) radio 
columnist, learned that his regular 
Monday (yesterday’s) column had 
ordered killed. Rushing back 
to town Wald was informed he had 
little explanation 


been 


‘resigned,’ with 


excepting the surmise that his col- 


|}umnar attack on Graham NcNamee 
| was to blame. 

Howard Swaine, managing editor 
of the ‘Graphic.’ in a direct state- 
ment, declared that neither NBC 
nor Lord & Thomas & Logan, the 
advertising agency for Lucky Strike, 
which sponsored the fight broad- 
east, had squawked on Wald. No 
ad angle is involved in the Wald 
let-out said Swaine who further 
| offered that the ‘Graphic,’ in future, 
will endeavor to go in more for 
radio reviews and criticisms, 

Wald’s Contract 

Wald saw Nathan Burkan yester- 
day (Monday) about his contract 
with the ‘Graphic’ which has a year 
and a half to go out of two years, 
He also was to confab with 
Swaine’s executive superior in the 
Macfadden organization. 

Wald states that his pan on Me- 
Namee, that he was ‘through,’ was 
taken up the following days by 
Louis Reid of the ‘American,’ Mike 
Porter in the ‘Journal’ and Jack 
Foster in the ‘World-Telegram,’ 
other radio editors, with John F, 
Royal, of the NBC program dept. 
confirming this by issuing a state- 
ment that McNamee wouldn’t de 
any more fight broadcasts, 

Wald maintains that when he was 
de-bylined some time ago, he was 
merely told to ‘tone down’ his NBC 
exec attacks, but otherwise giver 
no instructions. As regards the Mc- 
Namee pan he says he turned it in 
to the city desk. 

Wald, meantime, is seeing John 
Schultze, the ‘Graphic’ lawyer, who 
last week wrote Nick Kenny and 
the New York ‘Daily Mirror’ giving 
them six days to retract a crack 
in Kenny’s radio column, This 
notice expires today (Tuesday). 

Feud between Kenny of the ‘Mire 
ror’ and Wald of the ‘Graphic’ is 
no secret in New York radio circles. 
Both are radio columnists. 


NBC Sez CBS Can’t 
Have Its Russ Columbo 


After CBS announced that Russ 
Columbo, NBC baritone, would be 
Sid Skolsky’s first guest on the 
opening Gerardine broadcast last 
night (Monday), NBC refused to 
permit Columbo to warble on the 
opposition network. 

NBC’s artists bureau insisted that 
its policy against contracted artists 
appearing on indie stations or CBS 
as ‘guests’ should prevail for Co- 
lumbo. ? 

Entire first period was built 
around the Columbo appearance, 
with Skolsky, N. Y. ‘News’ column- 
ist, forced to change his inaugural 
broadcast. 











Kolb & Diil Cancelled 


San Francisco, June 27. 

Kolb and Dill’s radio activities 
were abruptly culminated last week 
when’ Earl Gilmore, president of 
the Gilmore Oil Co., terminated his 
personal contract with the team for 
nightly broadcasting over NBC's 
western network of ‘The Dingle- 
benders,’ a serial. 

Contrary to usual NBC rulings 
Kolb and Dill were not signed by 
the NBC Artists’ Bureau when they 
began their etherizing for Gilmore 
about four months ago. Kolb, it 
is reported, signed papers with Gil- 
more and then hired Max Dill to 
continue the partnership that. has 
gone on for over 25 years. Team 
expected to fight the cancellation. 
Oil company still has its regular 
| quarter hour periods over NBC, and 
| will return to the air the ‘“iilmore 








do his broadcasting from the; Circus’ abandoned when ‘Dingle- 
studios of WOWO in that town. | penders’ took to the ether. 

Icxxtra wire and engineer fees for ee eee 

the feeding of the band into chi | 

cago, where it would have to be | GOLUB AT KDYL 

mixed with the Burns and Alten | —_——--- 

chatter and sent out over a reversed | Salt Lake City, June 27. 
circuit, were estimated at around Harry Golub, former R-K-Ore 
$500. Williams told the network to | pheum manager here, has affiliated 
;80 ahead and make all necessary |commercially with station KDYL. 

j) arrangements and send the bill to | B. D. Cockrill is now manager of 
MCA, jthe theatre here from Wort Wayne. 
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WMCA has opened a new control 
room. 

Nick Kenny likes those Asbury 
Park week- onde. i 

Fox Fur goes on WABC July 20 
for about six or seven weeks. 

Ke ar! fe ris may combine 
publicity forces with George 
man, 

Erno Rapee, who sails for Europe 
July 6, will visit his home town, 
Budapest. 

Richard 


radio 
Lott- 


Crooks has opened his 
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a marriage 
Mass. 

Mills Brothers are to carry port- 
able recording equipment on tour 
to keep up their monthly release 
schedule. 


Baron Lee's orchestra, opening at 


the Cotton Club this week, will 
broadcast seven times weekly via 
WMCA., 

Voices of Warren Munson and} 


Roland Bradley, WGY announcers, 
enough alike to fool Schenectady 
listeners. 

New transmitter equipment for 





Sea Girt cottage and commutes to | 


New York. 
Arthul! 
new Marmon 

back $6,200 

Johnny Marvin will play host to 
yadio luminaries over the F ourth at 
1,000 Islands. 

William Rose, WGY, Schenectady, 
announcer, formerly with Herb Gor- 
don’s orchestra. aoe 

Ralph Kirberry, the Midnight 
Singer over NBC, is a crack golfer, 
playing in the 70’s. 


(Street Singer) 
16-cylinder set 


Helen Barr, George Wheeler and 
Will Dodge summering with the 
Brookline, Mass., symphony. 

Orrell I. Hancock switched from 
CRBS production department to 


Crosley stations in Cincinnati. 
Col. Stoopnagel and Budd are 
having three vet showmen help 


them arrange their vaude act. 
NBC will resume its ‘Grand Opera 
Series’ July 5 over the WEAF net- 
work. ‘Faust’ will be the opener. 
Quintin J. A. Cristy, radio artist, 
and Ruth Ann Braid have obtained 
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Columbia System—8:30 P.M. 
ON LA PALINA PROGRAM 











JOE CALLICCHIO 


(Musical Director of WMAQ) 
Now at N.B.C., Chicago 


PROGRAMS 
Amos ’n’ Andy, The Goldbergs 
Nightly 
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Sat., 9:30 to 10 PM. “C.D.S.T. 

















TIONS £72 TRON. wl 
THE WA PRESEN 


vf 
Y 











AL 
TOP O’ THE 
MORNING 


WOR, Mon. te Sat. 
Sleeping Late Sunday 











EDDIE SOUTH 


(The Dark Angel of the Violin) 





and his 
INTERNATIONAL ORCHESTRA 


at the 
CONGRESS HOTEL, CHICAGO 
Broadcasting Nightly—KYW 





WCKY, Covington, Ky., practically 
doubles volume of the station’s 5,000 
watt signal. 

Connie Boswell painted the lake 
in Central Park in water colors, but 
only lets her close friends see the 
masterpiece. ; 

Gunnar Wiig, Bill Adams and 
Nick Pagliari of WHEG, Rochester, 
polished up their repartee for visit 
of Ben Bernie. 

Helen Solomon, stylist at WWSW, 
Pitts>urgh, was a delegate to the 
women’s advertising conference in 
New York last week. 

Helen Wayne, who does dramatic 
work at KDKA, Pittsburgh, is in 
private life Helen Sisenwain, 
negie Tech drama student. 

William Boucher, of the Waikiki 
Serenades, WTAG, Worcester, 
Mass., married Angie Champigny at 
Gilbertville, Mass., on June 29, 

Riggs and Moke and the Johnson 
Sisters, all of WCAE, Pittsburgh, 
provided the entertainment for the 
Variety Club’s luncheon last week. 

Kemp Read’s orchestra, new in 
their 17th week over WSAR, Fall 
River, Mass., purchased a new bus 


| to make trips to New England ball- 


rooms. 

Jim Hays, announcer at WCAE, 
Pittsburgh, has been made produc- 
tion manager of the station, suc- 
ceeding Ford Miller, who goes back 
to announcing. 

Eugene .O’Haire, ‘The Song and 
Story Man,’ \WGY, Schenectady, for- 
merly asst. treasurer at an Albany 
theatre and ‘bit’ player there with 
stock companies, 

James Snedden Weir, announcer 
and manager of WOKO, Albany, 
and Miss Betty Roberge, non-pro, 
were married last Wednesday in 
Greenwich, Conn. 

Guy Lombardo and His Royal 
Canadians, while playing Castle 
Farm, Cincinnati cafe, June 30 to 
July 10, will fill 30-minute periods 
each midnight ove WLW 

Nat Brusiloff’s orchestra will re- 
place Maurice DePackh on Donald 
Novis’ broadcasts starting tomorrow 
(Wednesday). Brusiloff is an indie 
leader and not a house man. 

Tom Manning did such a good job 
on the Risko-Walker fight broad- 
cast over WEAF last week he’s cer- 
tain to get one of those next big 
fight announcing assignments, 

John W. Bonney, attorney and 
Alice Joy’s megr., on the high seas 
Europe bound. Harold Goldblatt 
cracks that ‘My Bonney Lies Over 
the Ocean.’ Just a bad gag. 

Tom Richley, xylophone soloist 
and staff percussionist of WLW, 
Cincy, doubled with Walt Bullock 
in composing ‘Mumsie o’ Mine’ and 
‘Dancing to the Music in Our 
Hearts.’ 

Florence Schmallhurst, Frosty to 
her friends and-secretary at WCAE, 
Pittsburgh, can put on a one- 
woman show herself. She plays thy 
piano, sings, paints and is a first- 
rate mimic in addition. 

Jac’. Pettis’ band has replaced the 
Lew Conrad organization at the Ur- 
ban room of the William Penn 
hotel, Pittsburgh,.also taking over 
Conrad's twice-daily broadcasts 
from KDKA, Pittsburgh. 

Thomas Burley, owner of WCAP, 

















(TENOR) 
Tune in on WOR 


Every Monday, 11:15 A. M. 











PHILLIE’S DENTAL MAGNESIA 
WABC—Tues., Thurs., Sat., 8.15 P.M. 


FRANCES 
LANGFORD 


MANHATTAN MELODIES 
WOR—Wednesday, 19 P. M, 
Atop Empire State Bidg. 





Asbury Park,-. swears it’s true: 
After calling out the destinations of 
a train at the Asbury depot a con- 
ductor wound up with ‘This is 
Frederick J. Johnson announcing.’ 
Smith Ballew’s vocalist, in the 
lyrics of ‘You're Blase,’ an English 
musical comedy song, doesn’t sing 
‘leisure’ to rhyme with ‘pleasure.’ 
He gives ‘leisure’ the long ‘e’ pro- 














nunciation, and it sounds bad over 
WABC. 

WHAM, Rochester, opens school 
of the air for summer under aus- 
pices of the Board of Education. 
Volunteers broadcast lessons in al- 
gebra, science and English. Radio 
equipped assembly halls in five high 
schools obened for one-hour session 
| daily. 

Ralph 





Wonders taking a group 
|}of radio artists down to Atlantic 
| City Friday (1) for Isham Jones’ 
opening at the Ambassador. Group 
| will consist of Boswell Sisters, 
| Dave Franklyn, Katon Boys, Art 
Jarrett, Jack Osterman, Grace Kay 
White and Abe Lyman. 





KUZNETZ 
NICOL 


and 


OFF 
INA 


““STEERO” Program, Wednesdays, 10:15 a.m., WEAF | 


~ 


license at Worcester, 


| Artists sound expert, 
Car- | 


South 





Dwight Brown, P-P organist for 
past 10 years, back to WFAA, Dal- 
las. 

Bob Poole quits as commercial 
mer. for WFAA, Dallas, to go back 
into the hotel biz. 

Asher Sizemore and Little Son 
Jimmy back from Ohio tour for 
WHAS bookings at Louisville. 

Carroll Gardner, director WAPI, 
Birmingham, is dressed up in seer- 
sucker suits in that cool office. 

Dave Guion, Dallas pianist-com- 
| poser, summering in the home burg 
after coupla years with the nets in 
N. Y. 

Hollywood gossip column is to be 
broadeast as a sustaining 





Alex Keese, Publix pit conductor, | 
with folding of stage shows at Pal- 
ace goes back to WFAA, Dallas, as 
music director. 

All the hired help at WAPI, Bir- 
mingham, worried about new boss, 
Frank Pape. Pape leased the sta- 
tion Iast week from the state of 
Alabama. 

Joe Hepp, creator of the ‘Doings 
of the Dinkelspiels,’” comic sketch 
on WHAS, Louisville, thrice weekly, 
makes personal appearance at 
Alamo theatre. 
Howard Campbell, 





former United 
who has been 
in France for last year or two, has 
been made directing engineer for |; 
WHAS, Louisville, succeeding E, I 4 
Bryant. 

Ilse Marvenga, late star of “There 
You Are,’ interviewed over WHAS, 
Louisville, by Dan Thompson, 
‘Times’ movie critic, says she may 
do another revival of ‘Naughty 








Hadisty Johnson tenoring at KHJ, 
Los Angeles. 

Herb Roberts, Montreal, now 
nouncing from CKY, Winnipeg. 

David Ballou, ex-picture p. a., on 
production staff of KFI, Los An- 


an- 


after a brief coast visit. 

Dorothy Gardner, new WBBM, 
Chicago, p.a., used to pound out 
copy for legit attractions. 

Ted Cooke new program manager 

of KDB, Santa Barbara, succeeding 
Graham Gladwyn, resigned. 
Romella Fay filling in at the 
WBBM, Chicago, console while Wil- 
son Doty is fishing up in Michigan. 
Henry Starr’s nightly quarter 
hour over KYA, San Francisco, for 
aeons K. Hillman autos, is off the 
air. 
Paul Keston, CBS sales promo- 
tion director, visited Los Angeles on 
his way to see his parents in San 
Diego. 

KVI, Tacoma, now is full time 
NBC station, winning out with Fed- 
eral Radio Commission over wave 
length, 

Nick Schmeling, cousin of the 
German boxer, was a studio guest 
for the re-broadcast from CKY, 
Winnipeg. 

Ernest Holden and Sandy Phi- 
mister teamed for Hebe-Scotch 
comedy over CKY, Winnipeg, with 
Lillian Dale stooging. 

B. E. Smith, radio editor for the 
Rochester, N. Y., Journal, gave the 
Chi NBC studios the glim as one 
of his vacash chores, 

Byron Mills is out of NBC, San 
Iranciseo, as announcer. Reported 
getting his walking papers because 
he missed an audition. 

Former Hal Roach Happy-Go- 
Lucky Boys of KFVD, Culver City, 
now known as the Corn Huskers 
over KECA, Los Angeles. 

Monroe Upton has revived his 
‘Simpy Fitts’ character and is repre- 
senting the portrayal once weekly 
over NBC, San Francisco. 

H. Davis, the singing philosopher 





CIGX, Winnipeg, launched ‘Stern 
Wheeler Days,’ a 30-min. conglom- 
erate, solicited encouragement from 
fans, got none, and killed the pro- 
gram. 

Jack Ross, formerly in charge of 
the KTM (Los Angeles) Ranch 
Hands, is now running an owl pro- 
gram over the same station from 1 
to 4 a. m. 

Stella Crassas and Vanden Bo- 
| gaerde, musicians from KHJ, Los 
| Angeles, left for New Orleans. 
Margit Hegedus succeeded Crassas 
as KHJ concertmaster. 

Democratic convention brought! 
| Lawrence Lowman, CBS v.p., back 
ito Chicago. Event also drew the 
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a couple of extra NBC v-:p.’s, John 
W. Elwood and Frank Mason. 

KVI, Tacoma, broadcasting sev- 
eral days weekly in large store win- 
dow. Timed to net noonday crowds. 

Virginia Clark, Chi CBS attrac- 
tion, is one looker that won’t pose 
in a bathing suit for a publicity 
stunt. Doesn't think 
down in Arkansaw would approve. 


Chi NBC spielers, 
mikes all to themselves at the con- 
vention. 

Personal appearances by the fol- 
lowing KOA entertainers are being 





| licity 
|; rope 


made at the Denver theatre: Colo- 
frade Cowboys, Stage Coachers, 
Marjorie Mellow Auger and Henry 


: | Ginsberg, 
feature | P ' 


Easy Aces offering to send those 


foot KXYZ, Houston, by Hal Nor- |)icteners interested postcards of the 
feet, former movie director and lact vacationing. Gag photos have 
critic. | already been taken, and the fans 


are promised at least three during 
the summer for the writing. 

KMO Tacoma went on full time 
this week. This station has been 
off full time ether for over a year. 
It’s first broadcast on the extended 
time was boxing show with Elliot 
Metcalf, sports ed, at the mike. 

Lucile Fowler Marks, staff con- 
tralto with KOA, Denver, gone to 
| New York. Assisted by the Denver 


months’ vacation this week, return- 
ing August 29 for their 7 a.m. daily 
program. Duo has put together a 
hoke vaude act with an eye to stage 


dates during the enforced layoff. BR ae 

Babe Miller, blues singer, has WESTINGHOUSE ELECTRIC 
signed with Barney Rapp’s band Presents 
after break-in at New Haven Par- 


A ’ amount last week. Singer has 
Marietta. . ‘ worked from WTIC, Hartford, and 
Network of stations will broad- WICC, New Haven, and gave up ad- 
east orchestras from Rice Hotel, ditional WTIC time to go with Rapp. 
Houston. KXYZ is the central sta- Who promised to pay, and how 
tion for KFDM, Beaumont; KFUL.| much, finally disrupted and dis- 
Galveston; KNOW, Austin, and|soived the ‘Siren Players’ over 
KTAT, Fort Worth. CJGX, Winnipeg. Top exee finally 
repudiated promises of hirelings 

and the actors had only compli- 

West ments and public popularity for 


their labors 


HRC’s 10% Slice 


A house cut of 10% on all Pc 
aries becomes effective for the en- 








} ti NBC izati July 1 DUNS 

g£eres. ire organization uly ° 

Virginia Flohri back on the air/ Jt is the first house cut for NBC. CRACKERS 

amt i gg Angeles, after a! 4 jittle over a month ago, the net- ie 

*"Rajput, the mysterious teller of | W°'* clipped about 100 names off its pci 

bedtime tales, around Chicago on a | P®yroll. 

prospect commercial. PANETELA 
Harold Harlowe, former § an- | ° 

nouncer and continuity writer, KOA, Crackerjack NBC Maybe WABC 

Denver, is back home. Chicago, June 27. Every 
Emil Gough, director of Hearst's “Anat : z ? Wednesday 

Radio Service. back to New York Closing of a contract to ballyhoc Evening 


the popcorn confection, Cracker- 
jacks, over NBC for the balance of 
the summer, is now on the verge. 
Network has the commercial, Shot- 
well Manufacturing Co., tentatively 
set to hit the chain’s red link July 
5 depending on the confectioner’s 
final approval of the program, It’s 
a kid adventure serial centered 
around an aviator. 

Program at the start will be fed 
out of here to only 16 stations, 


Three at $2,500 


Publix 








has given Col. Stoop- 


inagel and Budd another week or 


three in all CBS comedy team’s 
third for Publix is the Ambassador, 
St. Louis, July 22. 

Air team’s Publix salary is $2,500. 
Out of this they must pay the line 
charges for their bi-weekly Procter 
& Gamble broadcasts. Lewis Dean, 
CBS announcer, will go to Detroit 
and St. Louis with the act. 


—_— 


Mills Takes Billy Banks 

Phil Selznick, Cleveland night- 
club owner, sold Billy Banks to 
Irving Mills for five years. 

Banks has been in New York the 
past two months under Mills’ super- 
vision until an agreement was 
reached between Selznick and Mills. 

Banks, a colored boy, was recently 
auditioned by NBC. He is under a 
Victor recording contract, and on 
Saturday (26) opened at Connie's 
Inn. 








of KVI, Tacoma, is spending two Carveth Wells’ Russian Trip 
weeks vacationing with National Carveth . Wells, NBC speaker, 
Guard at Fort Lewis, Wash. lecturer and explorer, sails for 


Russia today (Tuesday) where he 
will film life among the Caucasus 
Mountains under a special Sovict 
permit. 

He will return during the fall and 
is expected to go back on the air 
with the Conoco account, which re- 
tired from the air for the summer. 





Jesse Butcher Sailing 
Jesse Butcher, head of CBS’ pub- 
department, will sail for FEu- 
about the middle of July on 
his vacation. 
Ife will spend about one month 








IRC A president, David Sarnoff; the 
i NBC prexy, M. H. Aylesworth, and | 


|} abroad, 


during which time he will 
visit foreign broadcasting stations. 


- 


the folks 


With Graham McNamee and Ed 
Thorgensen out of the picture, two 
Wally Butter- 
worth and Charlie Lyon, have the 


— ld 


CITY GETS $1,000 
MONTHLY FROM WRR 


Dallas, June 27. 

John Thorwald, who’s been op« 
erating Dallas’ city-owned station, 
WRR, by verbal agreement for sev- 
eral years, must abide by the dotted 
line henceforth. Same time new 
contract will boost Thorwald’s in- 
come. 

Station operates on 60-40 spli+, 
with Thorwald responsible for stu- 
dio nut out of his 40 an@ city fur- 
nishing equipment. Sports broad- 
casts handled on 50-50 basis. Under 
new arrangement skipper also gets 
20% cut on several Columbia trans- 
mite fur KRLD, not mentioned in 
original verbal agreement. 

Broadcaster is netting city treas- 
ury monthly profit of about $1,000, 
according to municipal auditor, 
Thorwald took it as a lemon in 1928, 
some 13 G’s red plus $17,000 worth 
additional notes, which he retired, 
Been figgering’ in blue since. 





Ray Knight Kukuing 


A Capelle choir and other musi- ‘Kuku’ returns to NBC as a sus- 
|cians, she gave a farewell concert | taining series July 9. Will be on the 
| in one of the Denver churches. WE AR network 
Van and Don, on coast NBC net- = ° 
work for Quaker Oats, go on a two Comedy program is by and with 


Raymond Knight. Has been off 
NBC for about six months. 
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(Pity Sakes Alive—We're 
Still On) 
12:45 P. M. E.S.T. 


Monday, Wednesday, Friday— 
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CALIFORNIA ORCHESTRA 
Columbia Broadcasting System 

PHILLIP’S DENTAL MAGNESIA 
Tues., Thurs., Sat. 8:15 (Kast) 


COAST-TO-COAST 























AUTHOR ACTOR 


GEORGE 
FRAME BROWN 


CREATOR OF 
REAL FOLKS 
THOMPKINS CORNERS 


NOW HEADLINING FOR 


POST TOASTIES 
Thursday, 9:30 - 10 P. M. 
WJZ AND NBC NETWORK 

Coast to Coast 
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Victor Records 
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Advertiser Billed, Talent Not Paid: 
Red-Faced Agencies Blame ‘Schools’ 








COSMETICS HALT 


Youth and Beauty uty Unheralded Over 
Summer 


Chicago, June 27. 

Every one of the Affiliated Prod- 
ucts accounts comes off NBC the lat- 
ter part of July, with none of the 
cosmetic group slated to return un- 
til the middJe of September. Louis 
Phillipe lipstick’s ‘Paris Night Life’ 
| program drops out July 19, Kiss- 
|} proof’s ‘Hollywood Nights’ folds the 
next day, Jocur’s ‘Waves of Melody’ 
quits the following night and the 
Beatrice Mabie Wed. morning series 
will call it a vacation on the 
| Affiliated outfit, however, will con- 
tinue the Edna Wallace Hopper disc 
shows on about 40 stations right 
| through the summer. 





$ 
Chicago, June 27. Drys Take to Air 

Several of the advertising agen- 
eies here are seething over the em- 
parrassment they claim the chisel- Los Angeles, June 27. 
ing of radio talent schools has | Subsidized by the ‘National 
caused them among clients. Tip to | V°'ce,’ locally published prohibition 
beware of the gaff was passed | ™&S5, Dr. Bob Cochrane and Miss 
around among agencies last week Ethel Hubler, latter editor of the 
by their local organization com- | ‘Voice,’ are broadcasting over KTM 
posed of radio departmen* heads, |tWice weekly in a campaign de- | 
Seems that the schools have been |fending the prohibition amend 
eperating a booking bureau on the | ment. 
side and pocketing all the money Material used is the same ar- | 
paid them for a ‘pupil’s’ services on guments popular with Drys 20} 
a commercial program. years ago. Each of the 15-minute 


programs is opened by the playing 
of ‘America,’ and closed with ‘Star 
Spangled Banner.’ 


Agencies buying talent through 
that source admit they didn’t care 
what happened to the coin they 
turned over to the school promoters 
until they started hearing from 
elients. -rize students who man- 
aged to get a crack on a sponsored 





Radio Commission Gives 
Byrd Short Wave Permit 


session have adopted the idea of 

going direct to the account for a Washington, June 27. 

steady assignment. Federal Radio Commission has 
Spilled the Beans granted temporary authority to A 


ee eh h Minti ities |B. Raymond, agent for Richard E. 
a ta [ erg = we em food | Byrd, to o. srate a short wave radio 
tetes between the account and the |tpansmitter aboard B.rd’s ship, the 


srry ogres it bvpeet ot ~— _ 3ear, at Oakland, Calif. 
dat er 1ad received nothing for the Expects to go on an Arctic ex- | 
initial program appearance, and | 


the caller proceeds to suggest that 
since she was willing to go on 
gratis to prove her ability it’s up 
to the commercial to do the right 
thing by her with a contract. 
Shortly afterwards the agency 


pedition when finamcing is set. 





Novis’ Theme Song 


Donald Novis’ theme song, 
where in the West,’ 





‘Some- 
is being pub- 


FEE QUESTION 
RESUBMITTED 


A new radio license fee proposal 
| will be made by the American So- 
|ciety of Composers, Authors & Pub- 
llishers to radio stations Thursday | 

(30) instead of the original radio tax | 
proposition of the A.S.C.A.P. New 
|proposal will be made at a meeting 
between the. A.S.CA.P. and _ the 
N.A.B. committee, which consists of 
Paul Morenci, of WTIC, Hartford; 
A. L. Ashby, NBC general counsel, 
and Ed, Klauber, CBS vice-presi- 
dent. 

Original proposal of the A.S.C.A.P., 





ee eee a ee "igen > lished by Keit-Engel. Publishers | made the latter Sars of May, was 
with embarresament the agency troduced it on the air via his NBC | publishers 5% of their income from 
completes the ehoaian be checking broadcasts. _ |commercials plus @ small sustain- 
back with the school. Latter Arthur reed and Peter bres ing fee, This was refused by the 
blandly admits that the pupil wasn’t wrote it. Freed is also Novis’ per- |N.A.B., who in turn, two weeks ago, 
cut in on the coin, with the ex- sonal manager. countered with a proposal to pay 





Pianation that the money was held 
out as part of the fee due from 
the student for being initiated into 
the mysteries of mike technique. 

Further checking usually dis- 
closes that the entire tuition had 
been paid and that the promoter 
had urged the ‘pupil’ to take the 
engagement gratis for the ex- 
perience to be derived. 


Texas Wants Another 
Dallas, June 27. 


Texas, with Bernard Hanks, pub- 
radio commish for a short. waver. 


Texas region. 








Prospects for another station to 
the already crowded indie field in 


lisher at Abilene, applying to federal 


Town serves as key to large west 


the publishers a set fee yearly in- 
stead of entering into an agreement 
on a percentage basis. 





Grace Moore Leaving? 
Reported that Grace Moore will 
shortly go off the NBC Goodyear 
periods. 


Goodyear is now auditioning for 
a successor. 





27th. | 





Ist Soft Drink Acct. 


Chicago June 27. 
Makers of Orange Crush have de- 
cided to take a crack at radio over 





the summer. NBC is now lining up|! 
a three time weekly quarter-hour | 
ispot on the red network and has a | 


| program idea slated for auditioning 
to the commercial this week. 


Makes the first soft drink account | 
ito join either of the networks for | 
la special campaign this season. 


Starting date for Orange Crush de- | 
pends on the commercial’s okay of 
the musical skit now in process of 
production, though tentatively set 








Japanese Air Plugs for 


ione of the 


i theatres and conservatories—t 


for the week of July 11. | 





Nipponese Dental Biz 


Los Angeles, June 27. 
| Aiming at the Japanese trade for 


his branch office in the local Little 
Tokio, Dr. Cowan, advertising 
dentist, has instituted a weekly half 
hour program of Japanese enter- 
tainment over KTM. 

Introduction of all numbers is in 
English, but advertising plug is 
done in Japanese. 


Donahue’s Sudden Exit 


Joe C. Donahue, 
William Paley, president of CBS, 
was suddenly ;siver his notice and 
four weeks salary. He is now en 
route to Europe. 

Donahue was Paley’s assistant 
for the past nine months. Previous- 
ly he was with the Judson Radio 
Bureau. 








assistant to 





Joe Palooka Expanding 

‘Joe Palooka,’ sponsored by Heinz, 
may add another weekly period to 
its present schedule early in July. 

Broadcast, now on CBS Tuesday 
and Thursday, looks set to add 
Saturday for three weekly pro- 
grams. 











Classic Opera or Gypsy Whoopla 
Hungarian State Radio's Wrangle 


2 
vv 


Budapest, June 15. 


Hungarian Radio is a state pro- 
tected concern. No advertising and 
rrograms pretty conservative. It is 
few paying propositions 
country at present, since 
pay about 40 cents a 
month, defaulters being prosecuted 
with the utmost rigor, and the num- 
i ber of is nearly 400,000, 


in this 


subscribers 


subscribers 


and steadily on the increase. 
What money is left after salaries 
jfor huge staff—among which are 


| members of state administration, 
echni- 
cal equipment, redemntion and up- 
keep, and salaries of performers, 
goes to eke out other low-ebbing 
government funds. Resentment runs 
high at present because, although 
broadcasting company is supposed 
to have plenty of dough, they have 
cut performers’ fees in conformity 
with general deflation idea. 

Fees range anywhere between $10 
and $30 for half-hour concert or lec- 
ture, according to value of names. 
Announcers, who do nothing but an- 
nounce and have no spiel of their 
own, get $100 a month, four of them 
taking shifts of a 14-hour program 
daily. Of course, this money goes 
about twice as far as the same 
sum in the United States. 

Pay Small But Prompt 

Although fees are moderate, every- 
body is anxious to get in with radio, 
where money is at least prompt and 
sure and publicity big. Company 
has just announced that no Mss. will 
be read or performers tested until 
Oct. 1, being brimful with programs. 

Great controversy among sub- 
scribers is about less or more gypsy 
music in broadcasting program. 
Company management claims that 
gypsy music is ~ooc national propa- 
ganda, being unique in this country 
and very popular abroad. 


Exchange with other European 


stations is frequent, and arrange- 
ments have just been made with 
London Regional which will take up 
and transmit Budapest opera per- 
formances regularly next winter. 
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RADIO’S FOREMOST HUMORISTS 


RALPH 


(DUMKE) 


“SISTERS OF THE SKILLET” 


JUST COMPLETING SIXTY SUCCESSFUL WEEKS 
FOR PROCTER & GAMBLE N. B. C. NETWORK 











OPEN PERSONAL APPEARANCE TOUR RKO THEATRES | 
RKO PALACE, CHICAGO, JULY 23rd 





BACK ON THE AIR IN SEPTEMBER 
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SCHMELING-SHARKEY FIGHT 

Reported by Graham McNamee 

and Charles Francis Coe 

COMMERCIAL 
WEAF, New York 

Lucky Strike paid NBC for the 
privilege of sending out this 15- 
round go for the alleged world’s 
championship. That it was a dull 
fight and a disputed decision is ob- 
viousiv no reason for Luckies to 
rue their bargain. Indeed, the pau- 
city of action gave listeners a 
chance to speculate about the ad- 


vertiser much more than would 
have been the case had Max and 
Jack provoked each other suffi- 
ciently to provide any excitement. 

Between the reportorial jobs of 
Graham McNamee and Charles 
Francis Coe there was little to 
choose. Some people liked McNa- 
mee best because they couldn’t 
stand Coe. Others liked Coe be- 
cause McNamee gave them indiges- 
tion. 


Coe is a short story writer and 
whathaveyou. He was trying to! 
make a short story out of Schme- 
ling-Sharkey. He constantly tried 
to build up motivation and sus- 
pense. His plot was that Max and 
Jack were fine, upstanding, manly 
athletes who had laid out a cam- 
paign, on paper, round by round, 
and were scientifically carrying out 
their plans. Flaw in this treatment 
was that nothing happened and, in- 
stead of a climax, there was an 
anti-climax. 

‘Each is as cool as a cucumber,’ 
Coe kept repeating, ‘they exchange 
long rapier-like lefts. That was 
the refrain throughout, Cucumbers 
and rapiers. 

Still a canvass of those who 
listened in around Times Square 
gave Coe the edge over McNamee 
whose dry, fumbling, and mollasses- 
tongued description gave a mental 
picture of two living statues in a 
fog of Lucky Strike smoke. Coe 
followed the boys around the ring 
and gave sort of an idea of what 
was happening. If monotonous at 
times so was the fight by air. 

On the other hand, McNamee 
didn’t say much about the splendid 
athletes or the cosmic significance 
of the marathon. That seemed to 
many such a relief from Coe’s liter- 
ary flourishes that McNamee, when 
taking his turn, was welcomed. It 
was a toss-up between those who 
prefer unadorned factual reporting 
and those who don’t mind a little 
embroidery. 

Walte.: O’Keefe signetured for 
Luckies fore and aft with the usual 
Tuesday night dramalet sidetracked 
for the battle of Coe’s cucumbers. 

Land. 


FARMER RUSK 
With Hiram Higsby 
Songs, Talk 
COMMERCIAL 
WJJD, Chicago 

It’s the same old Loyal Order of 
Moose mouthpiece but the savor 
about its programs has suddenly 
gone strongly tall grass. Switch in 
policy puts the transmitter that 
Senator James J. Davis built into 
direct competition with WLS. And 
just when the voice of the “Prairie 
Farmer’ was beginning to feel that 
it had the rural field all to itself. 
Latter outlet naturally came to this 
conclusion recently when the NBC 
studios absorbed WMAQ, the Daily 
News crier, and killed off all vestige 
of purposed downcountry appeal. 

Likely the decision to dig in on 
the farm listener interest came after 
WJJD had established a branch 
studio close by its transmitter in 
Mooseheart, Illinois, though retain- 
ing its other broadcasting source 
in the Palmer House here. That 
puts the 10,000-watter in a strad- 
dling situation, big city time from 
this end and as rural as they come 
from the wide-open-spaces origin. 

Among the first accounts the sta- 
tion drew with the shift in policy 
was the Rusk Poultry Farms down 
in LaGrange, Illinois. It’s a direct 
Selling device, chicks,-just hatched 
out of the incubator, on a weekly 
15-minute schedule Tuesday even- 
ing. That Farmer Rusk label sounds 
very familiar. Used to be a mike 
fondler by this moniker on WENR 
before NBC took it over, who re- 
tailed hog and cattle prices daily 
and gave farmers advice on farm- 
ing and later continued this ser- 
vice over WMAQ until this station 
also got the merger treatment. 

Voices, anyway, are very much 
alike. When Farmer Rusk ‘isn’t 
peddling his chicks at so much a 
dozen Hiram Higsby is there lift- 
ing his Adam’s apple in hillbilly 
laments or Farmer Rusk himself 
contributes a poetic interlude that 
vouchsafes something to the effect 
that ‘it’s the Hello of the Other 
Fellow that Puts the Melo Sun- 
shine in Your Soul.’ 

Invariably Farmer Rusk dedicates 
the program to some social event 
down country. Last one caught (21) 
boomed things up in honor of an 
icecream sociable that the Epworth 
League of LaGrange were holding 
out on the church lawn. 

Commercial copy on this one runs 


Iong and dry, giving all details as 
to chick bred and price, how they’re 
boxed and shipped, how soon they 
must be ordered for July and 
August deliveries, etc. To the gen- 
eral listener without ambitions for 
a chicken farm, a matter that 


should evoke nothing but a quick 
twist of the dial, but for the feath- 
ered creature fancier it must he so 
much dolce far niente. Odcc. 


FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT 
Government Talks 
WGY, Schenectady 

Governor Roosevelt, a regular 
user of the radio to present his 
views to the public, and likely to 
be heard frequently in next few 
months, is now giving a series of 
15-minute evening talks, once 
weekly, on state finances. Radio is 
a major weapon in his budget-re- 
ducing campaign. Picturing finan- 
cial setup in each state department, 
with emphasis on major expense 
items that can be curtailed or abol- 
ished, if taxpayers desire it, Gover- 
nor indicates an opinion in some 
cases, in c#hers leaves decision to 
voters, who shall instruct their 
legislators. 

A veteran in radio speaking, Gov- 
ernor Roosevelt has excellent mike 


technique. Broadcasting experts 
rate him one of the nation’s best 
political air talkers. Voice clear 


and well modulated; diction perfect. 
Sounds like a cultured neighborly 
gentlemen, and does not appear to 
Strive for punch effects. 

While Governor's financial anal- 
yses are understandable to average 
listener, they are not marked by the 
homely phrases, colloquial language 
and darts of humor which enabled 
his predecessor, Al Smith, to hold 
attention of man-in-street on this 
admittedly dry subject. The de- 
pression has made matter of gov- 
ernmental expenses more important 
to taxpayers; present series of talks 
reach the audience they should at- 
tract. 


BEGGAR’S BOWL 

Story, Music 

Sustaining 

WOR, New York 

A veteran on this station and of 
enough genuine value to warrant 
sponsor. It is a combination of 
oriental episodes related by Basil 
Raysdael and oriental music which 
intersperses Ruysdael’s continuity. 
Ruysdael is an interesting 
speaker. Each broadcast, lasting 30 
minutes, has to do with a Far East- 
ern adventure which at the end of 
the period is announced as an ac- 
tually true story supplied by the 
British Central Intelligence depart- 
ment. 

The program is divided about 50- 
50 between Ruysdael’s story and the 
music. The music is used to break 
up the story into chapters. It is 
a capital style inasmuch as it 
breaks up the monotony of con- 
stantly listening to the speaker and 
the interlude heightens the interest. 
The orchestra is interesting in it- 
self. The melodies are of the exotic 
Far East flavor, appropriately 
played by George Shackley’s orches- 
tra. 

Ar. enjoyable balance between the 
story and the music is maintained 
to the end. It’s an out-of-the-or- 
dinary type of program given expert 
rresentation. 


ENRIC MADRIGUERA ORCH 
Sustaining 
WOR, New York 

Until recently Enric Madriguera’s 
Orchestra was on the CBS network 
from the Biltmore Hotel, before 
Paul Whiteman came in. Last week 
the band made its debut on WOR 
from the Commodore hotel, where 
they are now ensconced. 
Madriguera’s crew has a rep for 
being able to supply ace Latin in- 
strumentation. His tango and 
rhumba rhythmics are worth any- 
body’s attention and are the feature 
of the band. When Madriguera first 
started on the air he featured these 
melodies and kept the pop tunes in 
the background. Currently the pops 
consume the bulk of the band’s 
playing time and the South Ameri- 
can instrumentation is in the back- 
ground, 

The orchestra was more appeai- 
ing under its former orchestral set- 
up and should return to featuring 
primarily tangoes and rhythms. It's 
a good novelty these days when all 
that is heard on the air from bands 
are the same pop tunes. After all, 
Madriguera is a foremost arranger 
of Latin tunes. His own composi- 
tion and theme, ‘Adios,’ is already 
popular among rhumba lovers and 
musical purveyors. 

A sweet voiced tenor is featured 
for a few vocals. 


RAYMOND PAIGE-GUS ARNHEIM 
Orchestras 
Networked from L. A. and Chicago 
WABC, New York 

Both half hours are jointly no- 
ticed, because at midnight, New 
York time, every Sunday night, 
WABC, the key station of CBS, 
shifts to Chicago for Gus Arnheim’s 
Movieland orchestra, and at 12:30-1 
a.m., the chain goes farther west to 
the Coast to pick up Raymond 
Paige's ‘California Melodies.’ 


Arnheim, the Coast fay, comes 
from the Dells, Chi, opening with 
his characteristic ‘Say It With 


Music.’ 

Paige, one of the few if not now 
the only Coast band to be regularly 
etherized on a network, does hig 
endless musical medleys at 8:30, 
Pacific time, Hut it’s not until 12:30 
that it reaches the Atlantic sea- 
board. 

Paige has a nice style, with the 
announcement intelligently at a 
minimum, as at that hour the ad 
plugs mean little, and the uninter- 
rupted melody, save for the regular 
15-minute station announcements, 
are much to be preferred, Abel. 





HOME FOLKS 
With Golden Nuber and Carl Way 
Seria! Skit 
Sustaining 
KYW, Chicago 

These transcripts of the home life 
of the Struggle Femily are the 
.closest approach to the real thing 
spun from a local transmitter in 
some time. They reach down into 
the subsoil of lower middle class liv- 
ing and, from a sediment rich in 
the varied facets of human nature, 
mold a set of characters and epi- 
sodes that are as homey as the 
kitchen sink and the backstairs mop. 

So far they’re limited to a Sunday 
afternoon schedule. Script was in- 
troduced several weeks ago, from 
the typewriter of Golden Nuber, not 
so long ago radio editor for College 
Humor. Miss Nuber plays the part 
of Mrs. Struggle, while Carl Way, a 
vet trouper and director from dra- 
matic stock, fills the Mr. Struggle 
role as well as being responsible for 
the skit’s staging. It’s a crack job 
they are turning out in every de- 
partment. Cast with them are a 
couple of mixed youngsters, as the 
Struggle heirs, who give their lines 
all the keenly fashioned high and 
sidelights of childhood written into 
them. Boy, particularly, shows a 
wealth of promise. 
First two or three scripts clearly 
indicated that Miss Nuber was do- 
ing a lot of groping around, being 
neither sure of her material nor just 
how far she could go in whipping 
them up for radio consumption. In 
these early efforts she frequently let 
herself dip into the old hokum for 
effects that not only appeared out 
of place but put a cheap edge on an 
otherwise forthright and impressive 
script. There was much straining 
after comedy situations and laying 
on of the pathos. 
Struggle family conception as un- 
folded in the recent episodes follows 
no other ether pattern, at least noth- 
ing brought through this sector by 
the chains. It has its merry mo- 
ments; it reveals the bitter, ran- 
kling shafts of husband and wife 
conflict over matters that mean lit- 
tle in the final analysis but much to 
the counter egos;.it gets under the 
skin with sharp barbs of self-reveal- 
ing ridicule, but above all it is all 
too human. Each quarter-hour pro- 
gram is a marked improvement over 
the previous one from every angle. 
The Herald and Examiner mouth- 
piece has something here that is de- 
serving of unstinted encouragement. 
And after a little more development, 
no reason why the Nuber-Way con- 
ceit shouldn’t be ready for a net- 
work commercial. Odec. 


JACK WHITING 
With Edgar Fairchild and Robert 
Lindhoom 
Songs, Piano Duets 
Sustaining 
WGY, Schenectady 
Jack Whiting and his pianists, 
Edgar Fairchild and Robert Liné- 
hoom, brought to WGY’s mike, in a 
‘Radio Extra’ from the RKO theatre, 
Albany, a breath of musical comedy 
and biy-time vaudeville. Program 
opened as an interview between 
femme radio editor and Whiting, but 
after his picture-air background had 
been painted, broadcast swung into 
a variety act. Whiting themed 
‘Every Little While’ and then ‘Oh, 
What a Thrill.’ Displayed an agree- 
able, though not an outstanding, 
voice, and the convincing technique 
of a romantic viv-a-vis. Speaking 
voice pleasant. 
In addition to their accompani- 
ments, which gave Whiting’s selec- 
tions atmosphere of class, duo 
played own arrangement of Grieg’s 
‘To the Spring’ and rhapsody of 
‘Song in My Heart.’ Facile finger- 
ing in both selections; some tricky 
stuff in the pop. 

Real entertainment on this pro- 
gram, which apparently had been 
rehearsed carefully. 


BELLE FORBES CUTTER 
Songs 

Sustaining 

WBBM, Chicago 

This looks like a summer special 
for Columbia’s local outlet, just an- 
other one of many hot weather fill- 
ins with commercials dropping out 
until fall. Miss Cutter has a good 
soprano, developed along semi- 
classic lines, but straight singing of 
the ‘old folks at home’ variety is 
no longer an attraction. 

Studio orchestra, under Frank 
Westphal, provides the musical ac- 
companiment, lending considerably 
better background for the singer 
than just a piano. From Miss Cut- 
ter’s vocal showing on this program 
she should stand a chance if spotted 
in a bigger layout with other talent 
around here. Alone she's just an- 
other warbler. Span. 


GIBSON GIRLS (3) 
Vocal Harmony 

15 Mins. 

Sustaining 

WOR, Newark 

The 3 Gibson Girls (Misses Dale, 
Jewell and Klinger) are a sustain- 
ing late afternoon quarter hour on 
WOR with vocal harmonics of the 
Boswell Sisters school. 

They're another who are benefit- 
ing by the general easing of the 
ether, thus affording them a better 
opportunity to impress and _ sell 
their stuff. 

The Gibsons listen well and are 
destined also for a commercial 
break in the course of time. 

Abel. 





| commercials beside 


‘TISH’ 
Marion Bailey, 

May Buckley 
Drama Serial 
Sustaining 
KYW, Chicago 

Another instance of radio snatch- 
ing at a character already estab- 
lished with much of the literate pub- 
lic through print. The ‘Tish’ stories 
have been for years the almost 
weekly contribution of Mary Rob- 
erts Rinehart to the ‘Satevepost.’ 

And now the three spinsters are 
doing their best to be quaintly 
charming at 15 minutes per shot 
over an NBC arrangement three 
times weekly. 

gut it’s evident that the gusto and 
nimble scrivening of Mary Rine- 
hart, which did so much to sell the 
Tish trio through type is entirely 
lacking when wafted through a 
loudspeaker. The old good humor of 
the piece is nowhere apparent. It 
now appears that what the Tish trio 
needs is more of the Rinehart prose; 
on dialog itself the gals are just 
three decaying ladies who are not at 
all interesting. 

Over the radio is about impossible 
to become interested in them or 
their exploits. Tish, who held up 
the tales in print, is still the main 
character, but so thinly sketched as 
to lose her old-time vividness. In 
print the reader was able to meet 
the characters half-way in their out- 
of-the-ordinary adventures. But 
through the ether the Tish tales are 
strictly fish stories. 

At present they’re on a missionary 
drive: they live in a cave, battle 
with outlaws and are out to cap- 
ture the train robbers and get the 
grand reward. Roles are taken ably 
enough by the three women. But 
there’s one character in the serial, 
one Felt-Hat Muldoon who is en- 
tirely misplayed. Muldoon is sup- 
posed to a regular flatfoot detective, 
but the man playing the part here 
comes over the air like a 19-year-old 
juvenile. Gold. 


Helen Lowel! and 


MYSTERY FOUR 
Singing 
Sustaining 

WJJD, Chicago 


After listening to this for 15 min- 
utes no wonder the identity of the 
singers is a mystery. WJJD, one of 
the lesser transmitters here, went 
out for something different, and 
how it succeeded! 
Theme song, something about 
‘Softly the Shadows Fall,’ should be 
the tipoff. Even the lyrics to the 
songs are lost, not that it would 
make any difference. It would be 
conscientiously difficult to find any- 
thing on the air quite as bad. 
With just a piano accompaniment 
the quartet snoozes through one 
number after another and all alike. 
It’s the kind of stuff heard at tea 
musicals in a parlor when you can’t 
get out of the room. 

Appears to be a waste of time for 


rr 


KELLER SISTERS and LYNCH 
Harmony 
15 Mins, 
Sustaining 
WOR, Newark 
Crack Keller Sisters and Brother 
Lynch (with the ‘brother’ § an. 
nounced on the air) are in for a 
choice WOR buildup twice weekly, 
Mondays and Thursdays, 7-7:15. 
Per usual, this expert harmony 
trio are tip-top on their vocal are 
rangements. They come through in 
great style, not ‘mudding’ up the 
ether with too flossy harmonics, 
Mike can’t take it as on the stage, 
Their style is a bit more simple 


than heretofore, and as a result 
much more effective. 

Their summer build-up should 
work out well for a commercial. 

Abel. 

BROOK ADAMS 
Songs, Gossip 
Sustaining 
WOR, New York 

Adams probably fears that his 
voice isn’t strong enough to hold 


listeners to the WOR dial for hig 
period and therefore includes a bit 
of gossip a la Broadway and radio 
columnists on the air, It’s a pretty 
rare combination these days, when 
the gossipers stick to their gossip- 
ing and the singers to the songs 
and until Adams came along, never 
the twain have met. 

As a purveyor of interesting hap- 
penings around town, Broadway, 
sports, etc., some of which is of the 
scandal variety, Adams is no great 
shake. Unlike the others, who spill 
what they themselves gather and 
what they ktelieve to be news beats, 
Adams tells fans of incidents al- 
ready reported for the most part in 
the daily paper, but along a com- 
mentary angle. 

Adams is primarily a vocalist and 
should stick to his warbling. Has 
a virile tenor and an oke style of 
lyrical arrangement. 

A piano duo assists as accom- 
paniment and for an interlude. 


IRENE TAYLOR 

With Charles Agnew Orch. 
Songs 

Sustaining 

WJZ, New York 

Miss Taylor's style of warbling 
has aroused favorable comment in 
Chicago, whence this weekly broad- 
cast emanates, with the natives 
there predicting a golden radio fu- 
ture for the girl. 

She has a sweet vocal style of 
etherizing that is personable and 
catchy. Her voice is youthful and 
light. Girl has crisp diction, giving 
full value to every syllable. This 
may be her natural manner of 
speaking, although her anxiety does 
give an affected effect. 

She is assisted in spots by the 
hermony of a male quartet, who 
blend nicely. The Charles Agnew 
orchestra, accompanying and fea- 
tured for one orchestral number, 











all concerned. Shan, 


comes over pleasantly, 





ing and special ‘wave’ traffic. 


ferences, 


Templehof. Day and night officials 
roof of the building. 


over 800 meters. 


The checking is done by means 
gauged and set. 


similar offices. 


columning berth. 


the ‘Aircaster’ column for the N, 


the act. 


of less than $500 a week. 


plays vaude. 


the La Palina broadcasts. 





Inside Stuff—Radio 


Germany has a speciai office in Berlin for the regulation of broadcaste- 
It’s the duty of the officials to watch the 
wave length of the broadcasting stations as fixed in international con- 


The office is stationed at the German Central Post Office in Berlin- 


sit up in two small towers on the 


There are three ‘ether departments’: the short and 
ultra short wave department of from 0-200 meters, for broadcasting 
waves of from 200-8,000 meters, and the ordinary wave department for 


The office is equipped with a card index, containing the names of all 
broadcasting stations which are checked from here. 
tions as to their conflicts with other stations, or their good behavior. 


They bear indica- 


of small quartz sticks accurately 


The French. broadcasting station Toulouse was out of 
its proper line for a long time, until Germany made an official gift of a 
quartz stick to properly set the right wave. 

For a long time France insisted energetically that the broadcasting 
from the Eiffel tower was on the proper wave, but finally had to admit 
the contrary. The work started as far back as 1919, and for many years 
this was the only office of this kind the world over. 


A few years ago the Uniled States, England and Holland instituted 





As soon as word got around that Jerry Wald was no longer with the 
N. Y. ‘Graphic’ the sheet received a flock of applications for the radio 


Among those who applied were Bide Dudley, now a p.a., but who did 
Y. Journal while Mike Porter was 
away, and Jack Skinner, also an ether p.a. 


Sponsor of the Amos ’'n’ Andy session has set out to save &a little 
money during the summer on the: musical accompaniment. 
place of a six piece orchestra, now being used to lead on and take off 
Cost of time and the team’s salaries combined figures around 
225,000 a month now and will remain at that level during the summer. 
Replacing the string combo with an organ means a clip from the bill 
Same economy goes for the ‘Goldbergs.’ 


Organ, in 





Nat Brusiloff's firing of four CBS house musicians recently and placing 
indie musicians on the payroll instead is so that hereafter he will be 
enabled to take his orchestra on the road with him when Kate Smith 


Brusiloff conducts the orchestra for the Kate Smith La Palina periods. 
Heretofore, when Miss Smith went out of town for vaude dates, Brusiloff 
was forced to pick up a different orchestra in every city she played for 
The inclusion of the four house musicians 


, prevented him from taking the entire band on the road, as the four house 


men refused to travel inasmuch as 


it would cut their income due to 


3rusiloff's on which they were playing. 
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Disc Reviews 


By Abel Green 





Whiteman- Selvin 

A flock of Columbias by the prolific 
Ben ‘Selvin, pioneer recorder, who 
turns ’em out in great style week 
after week. On 2656, Whiteman is 
backed up with a hold-over record- 
ing ot ‘Chinese Lullaby’ in. sym- 
phonic foxtrot style, Selvin contrib- 
uting ‘Road to Mandalay.’ 

‘Whistle and Blow Your Blues 
Away’ with the popular ‘Lullaby of 
the Leaves’ on 2654 and ‘My Mom’ 
with ‘Too Many Tears’ (2628) are 
the others, all professional and ex- 
pert. ‘Is I In Love? I Is’ and ‘Crazy 
People’ on No. 2661 is the latest 
couplet. 

Claude Hopkins 

Foxtrotology in the sizzling man- 
mer by a dusky maestro who is fast 
coming to the fore. ‘Mad Moments,’ 
composed by Hopkins, and ‘Any- 
thing For You’ are the selections on 
Columbia 2665. 


Jack Payne-Debroy Somers 

Imported Columbia No. 2663 of 
British-made foxtrots by Jack 
Payne’s B. B. C. orch doing ‘Rhy- 
matitis,’ the English idea of the hot 
jazz style. On the reverse, by De- 
broy Somers’ band, is ‘Got a Date 
With An Angel,” an English tune 
which is catching on over here, 


Roger Wolfe Kahn 
His first disk recording in months, 


young Kahn’s comeback on the 
disks is for Columbia with ‘Mona 
Lisa’ and ‘There I Go Dreaming 


Again’ as the numbers. Latter is 
from ‘Hot-Cha’ and ‘Lisa’ is a Ger- 
man picture song. 

Kahn has assembled a good dance 
combination again and produces 
brisk dansapation with this couplet. 


Donald Novis 

This is the coast tenor brought 
east by the NBC for a radio build- 
up who suffered such mishap on 
his initial broadcast when uncere- 
moniously cut off because of the po- 
litical conventions in Chicago. 

With his ‘Voice in the Old Village 
Choir’ and ‘Deep. in Your Eyes,’ 
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WELCOME 


LEWIS 


“Five Feet of Melody” 
Headlining Vaudeville 
OFFERING 
“Out of the Air’’ 


Direction: LEO FITZGERALD 
and WILLIAM McCAFFREY 














JAMES 
ELTON 


“The Golden Voice of the Air” 


RKO PALACE, NEW YORK 
Week of June 25 
Johnny Green, Accompanying 


Management: NBC Artists Service 











—— 


Novis rings the bell vocally, 


Vic- 
tor 24021, 


—_——_—— 
Pau! Whiteman 


Smooth foxtrotology by the dean 
of American maestros, the more 


distinctive of the pair being Roy 
Bargy’s arrangement of Toselli’s 
‘Serenade.’ ‘Daybreak,’ by Hoagy 


very danceable, 


Billy Banks 
| Very hot-cha dansapation by the 
|} dusky Billy Banks orchestra, ‘Min- 


by Ted Koehler and Harold Arlen, 
the only two Caucausian tin pan al- 
leyites who can write in the negro 
manner. ‘The Scat Song,’ on the 
reverse, is co-authored by Cab Cal- 
loway, who wrote the original ‘Min- 
nie ths Moocher.’ 





Nat Shilkret 


‘A Jazz Nocturne’ and ‘Buffoon’ 
by Nat Shilkret’s Victor Concert 
Orchestra are modernistic pieces. 


The ‘Jazz Nocturne’ by Dana Suesse 
inspired the now popular song, ‘My 
Silent Love.’ Miss Suesse borrowed 
her own theme for the pop version 
of the nocturne. 

‘Buffoon’ is by Zez Confrey, an- 
other of those tricky instrumentals 
by the composer of ‘Stumbling’ and 
‘Kitten on the Keys.’ 


The Jesse Crawfords 

A couple of swell organlogs on 
the twin Wurlitzers, Mr. and Mrs. 
Jesse Crawford doubling up on 
‘Masquerade,’ the continental waltz 
by Paul Francis Webster and John 
Jacob Loeb. ‘I’d Love to Be Loved 
Once Again’ is from the Tobis pic- 
ture, “‘Love’s Command’ to which 
Howard Jchnson set the American 
lyric of Robert Stolz’s tune. Frank 
Luther contributes vocally in each. 
The iatter is soloed by Crawford 
alone, , 

Recalling how only recently the 
high-pitched organlogs ‘blasted’ on 
the wax, these are marvelous ex- 
amples of perfected electrical re- 
cording. 


Pickens Sisters 

Georgia vocal trio revives ‘Sweet 
Georgia Brown’ and ‘San,’ a pair of 
old-timers of the fazz school, which 
are lent nuance by interesting vocal 
arrangements. 

The Pickens are another NBC en- 
try for builder-uppering on both air, 
records ’n’ everything. So far they’ve 
impressed mostly on the wax. 


SILK STOCKING ‘SLANDER’ 


Chicago Actresses Oblige NBC and 
Forgive Marshall Field 
Chicago, June 27. 

At the request of the network, 
Irene Taylor, NEC contract warbler, 
last week called off a claim she 
had made against Marshall Field 
and Co., for the unauthorized use 
of her picture in a hosiery testi- 
monial. Singer’s legal action hap- 
pened to come at the time when the 
Marshall Field wholesale depart- 
ment was negotiating with the 
chain’s sales department for a spe- 
cial ether campaign slated to start 
Aug. Teo 

Photo involved was carried in an 
all Marshall Field edition of the 
|Chicago Tribune about two months 
| ago. It represented Miss Taylor as 
wearing La France hosiery, when 
as a mater of fact, she stated in 
her claim for testimonial compensa- 
ticn, she wasn’t wearing any stock- 
ings at all at the time the picture 
Was snapped. Camera study had 
been obtained from the NBC pub- 
licity department, with the latter 
under the impression it was to be 











Week after the Marshall Field is- 


June Froman, another NBC con- 
tract songster, started action 
against the department store on the 
s2me grounds, but the network here 





also brought its persuasive powers | 


|into play and the claim was 


dropped. 
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Carmichael, is likewise smooth, but | 


nie the Moocher’s ‘Weddin’ Day’ is | 





; Too Close 





A line in ‘My Silent Love,’ 
reading ‘only the ashes re- 
main, is being voluntarily 
changed by stage singers to 
‘only the embers remain.’ 

Reason is that the ‘ashes,’ 
phonetically, when singing, 
sounds too weirdly like ‘only 
the ushers remain,’ and that’s 
too much like kidding on the 
square, 














Women and Speaks 


(Continued from page 1) 


| 


all apartment sectors in Greater | 
New York with cut-price booze | 
quotations. It’s down as low as 75ic 
per quart of gin or three bottles for 
$2. Ditto for other hard liquor. 

Big booze operators with ‘pieces’ 
of class speaks which could be con- 
verted into elass drinking recstau- 
rants aren’t particularly worried 
because of their restaurant invest- 
ments. 

Any number of chain soft-drink- 
eries are equipped for beer taps at 
almost a moment’s notice. 

The defiance of the 18th amend- | 
ment in both major political parties’ | 
presidential planks augurs well for 
light wines and beer. The interpre- 
tation on mild enforcement is the 
result of this campaign declaration, 
it is claimed. 

Ladies Like ’Em 

This doesn’t mean that the side 
street.speak will go out of existeiice. 
It’s a question if it ever will. The 
brass-rail thing has made too much 
of an appeal to tie femmes and it 
has a hold on both sexes, because 
of its conviviality and other rea- 
sons, that belies any belief the 
speak will become an extinct Amer- 
ican institution. 

This is further substantiated by 
the general belief that prohibition 
will not be repealed entirely, even 





NBC Moral Victor, 


“Acct. ia Tiff 


but (BS Gets 
Over Air ‘Skippy’ 





Chicago, June 27. 
When ‘Skippy,’ General Mills’ | 
juve show, NBC | 





moves over from 


ito Columbia July 11, there will be/| 4 


two entirely different casts the | 


flour company’s payroll, for 
network broadcasts and the other] 
to play the disc Decision 
to engage a troupe exclusively for | 
the recording reveals an about- 
face in policy by the commercial, | 
with NBC now given an opening to 
point the I-told-you-so finger, for 
it was this issue that was mainly 
responsible for the break in busi- 
ness relations between the chain 
and the ‘Wheaties’ account. 

After the rogram had been on 
the network several months the 
commercial in January asked per- 
mission to record the daily shows 
direct from a broadcast wire, so 
that disc versions would be avail- 


on 


one 


versions. 





No Tenting by Radio 
Talent This Summer 


June 27. 


Disastrous memories hanging 
over from last year is eliminating 
the chances of air talent taking 
to the road this summer in tent 
shows and other itinerary hookups. 


Chicago, 


Promoters of these radio. tent 
shows took it on the chin for 
plenty last year and have no in- 


tentions of going after more trou- 
ble. 

Locally a number of ether acts 
are being spot booked into the- 
atres, with Publix playing them 
around here and through down- 
state on a- straight percentage 





under the most liberal local option. 
but will be modified. 

The prohi agents, because of this 
theory, are taking a aradoxical 
stand of holding out for double the 
protection tariff. By raising the 
ante, the prohis offer (1) an even 
greater liberality to permit ‘the 
boys’ to clean up while the booze 
tariffs are high, and (2) it is evi- 
dence of good faith for past favors, 
meaning that the enforcement 
chiselers themselves admit it’s the 
last chance for a killing. On top 
of that, however, it’s also an ‘in- 
case’ protection for the future, 
should modification be not as liberal 
as exnected. In which case the 
prohis will not forget ‘the boys’ 
who played ball with them. 

Meantime, high bar costs are 
closing more speaks around New 
York than the government. Oldest 
‘tenders in the business make this 
declaration. 

Speak owners say that beer can’t 
be sold for under 25 cents over *the 
bar except at a loss because of bar- 











used strictly as network talent plug. | 


sue came out a representative for | 


WJZ—PONTIAC 


rel wastace. Bootleggers’ alibi is 
jthat beer transportation is the 
| rreatest hazard. 


Odd thing about whiskey prices is 
that some of the joints which are 
rettinge the top take for individual 
drinks are selling the stuff at popu- 
lar in bulk. A quert of rye, 
|for instance, selling to the take-out 
at $8 costs the drink-fo--drinker 
$20. 

Sale of automobile plates declar- 
ing for repeal of prohibition has re- 
sultc 1 in the formation of a New 
York outfit, Repeal Posters, mak- 
ing s.amps, stickers, etc., along the 
same lines. 

Company has established branches 
in numerous key cities and is using 
‘beth men and women agents. 
; About 20 branches have been set 
up. A showman with cne of the 
|major producer-distributing com- 
| panies is financially interested in 
i project. 
Salesmen work on their own. 
They buy the stickers 2nd stamps 
jin as large lots as wanted, then sell 





mreces 





as 


ithem at whatever price they can 
| get. 
Not anticipated is that many 


stores while anxious for repeal, hes- 











ii.ate in placing stickers on their 
windcews for fear they 
| some 


; 





British Tele Project 
London, June 18. 

Televisin: of studio programs will 
be undertaken four times weekly by 

the British Broadcasting Corp. 
The idea starts late in July. At 
first only hourly visual items near- 
ing midnight will be put on the air, 
but the B. B. C. is threatening to 
put television into the programs 
gradually, as and where helpful to 


may drive | 
cuslomcrs away. 





the entertainment. 


basis. Acts have indicated pref- 
erence to gamble with theatres 
rather than chancins; being stranded 
on the road somewhere. 

With numerous radio acts taking 
the layoff route over the summer 
the supply of air talent around 
here is now greater than the de- 
mand, with theatres balking at any 
but name attractions. 

Placed by Publix in the last 
fortnight on the percentage ar- 
rangement are Three Little Maids, 
Mike and Herman, Mack and Dob, | 
Knoxville Boys, Arkansas Wood- 
choppers and Gene Autry. These | 
bookings were all handled by Louis | 
Morgan of the William Morris of- 
fice, 





Angelo Patri Back Sept. 6 


Chicago, Junc 27. 
lecturer on child 
problems, returns to NBC for 
Cream of Wheat Sept. 6. Same 
schedule of two quarter-hour eve- 
ning periods a week as prevailed 
when the program came off May 26. 
New contract runs to June 1, 
1932. 


Angelo Patri, 





ROLLICKERS SET 


Rollickers Quartet, sustair ing on 
NBC for the past two weeks, are 
set for the Shu-Milk account. 

Shu-Milk will start on the air to- 
morrow (Wednesday) if the time 
can be cleared satisfactorily; other- 
wise the account will wait until the 
following Wednesday (6). Once 
weekly, 15 minutes, 





Girl Musician Badly Hurt 
Dubuque, Ia., June 27. 

Marie Wordell, pianist with Earl 
Wood's orchestra, nursing a frac- 
tured arm, nose and lacerations, in 
Finley hospital. Her Kimball hall, 
Chicago, concert, July 26, under 
sponsorship of Silvio Scionti, can- 
celled, 

Automobile smashed and other 
orchestra members cut and bruised. 


| abte for placement on Pacific Coa st 


stations. Arrangement eventually 
worked out assigned the stenciling 
job to RCA Victor in Camden, wi-h 


telephone strand running from 
NBC’s New York plan: into the 
Jersey studios. 


Finished records didn’t prove sat- 
isfactory when it came te ths 
broadcast reception phase, and the 
commercial, after a flock of further 
experimenting on the Camden e id, 


linquired of the network whether it 


would be okey to transfer the task 
to another waxing outfit. NBC 
comeback was to the effect that un- 


der no circumstances would a 
recording company other than its 
own sister subsidiary, Victor, be 
aliowed to tap a network wire. 
Unfair Conditions 
Network irsisted that the fault 
didn’t lie with Victor and argued 


that there were too many enginecr- 
ing problems involved to make it 


| possible for the experiment to work 
} out 
| studios here, the chain pointed « 
feach of the kid players is given a 


NDC 
it, 


successfully. In the 


mike cf its own and the man in the 


control room is in a position to 
watch for the p2aks and soforth 
Commercial burned at the re- 


fusal but bided its time until the 
NBC started on its final lap, early 
in May. It gave the network notice 
it wouldn’t continue with NBC after 
| July 11, meantime having con- 
| tracted with the opposition for 15 
stations and with the World Broad- 
casting Studios to do the waxing 
job off the Columbia wires. 
General Mills last week suddenly 


changes its mind and decided to 
have the two assignments separ- 
ately, with the network cast re- 
maining here and another troupe 


taken on to do the waxing in Il-ew 
York. 
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Ohio Spots Gamble on High Price 
Bands: Locals at Two Bits Weak 





Canton, O., June 27. 
Eastern Ohio park dance spots 
are going in for big name bands, 
with the Akron-Canton area the 
center of a bitter fight. 


Park ballrooms have been going 


along at a fair pace since the sea- 
son got under way Decoration day, 
offering dancing with fairly good 
bands at 25 cents a person instead 
of a half dollar as last year. 

In the past two weeks such big 
time bands as Ted Weems, Paul 
Specht, Charles Boulanger, Wayne 
King, Joe Sanders, and Horace 
Heidt, have appeared in park ball- 
rooms in eastern Ohio, and within 
the next month, many other costly 
units are -booked for one-night ap- 
pearances. 

A month of operation has dis- 
closed that ballrooms can not hope 
to survive the summer with local 
and mediocre bands even at two 
bits. Now managers are relying on 
name bands to pull them out of the 
hole and bridge over the slow 
nights of the week, for week-ends 
their. business has been satisfac- 
tory. 

75c for Weems Date 

Springfield Lake Park, near 
Akron, with a revamped pavillion 
a real flash at night, but in a park 
where there is nothing to attract, 
has inaugurated a policy of big 
names, with Paul Specht opening 
and followed in byeCharles Boulan- 
ger, and a one-night engagement of 
Ted Weems. This pavilion is ask- 
ing 75 cents a person for Weems, 
after Carl Sinclair played the at- 
traction at Moonlight ballroom, 
Canton, one of the most beautiful 
ballrcoms in the entire middle west, 
at 50 cents a person, and jammed 
the place. 

An announcement comes from 
Summit Beach Park, Akron, where 
ballroom patronage has been sadly 
off all season, due prvbably to 
mediocre bands, and no Smnday 
dancing, that Wayne King and his 
orchestra will play there June 30 
for one night. King and his band 
is supposed to be the first of sev- 
eral big bands there this summer. 

John Evans, at Brady Lake Park, 
near Ravenna who broke park ball- 
room attendance records last sum- 
mer when he played Rudy Vallee, 
Ted Lewis, Cab Calloway and other 
big shots, is starting next Sunday 
with names, the first in being 
Horace Heidt and his Californians 


Tae 
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Capital 


Los Angeles, June 27. 
James Brockman and Sig 
Bosley have opened the Brock- 
man Music Publishing Co. 
First number is ‘Witha Dime 
In My Pocket.’ 











at 50 cents. Others will follow in 
twice a month he said. 

Never in the history of the park 
dance busine s have sueh conces- 
sions been made in price of ad- 
mission to hcir the big-time bands. 
Managers are paying $750 to $1,000 
and more for one-night attractions 
for these bands and after expenses 
are paid there is litt’. left for their 
efforts and the chance they take 
with the weather man, they report. 

While mid-sear n has not yet ar- 
rived, some of the pari ballroom 
operations have already been cur- 


summer several will »e out of the 
running. C. C. MacDonald, mana- 
ger Rock Springs Park at Chester, 
W. Va., after trying out four names 
at his park pavilion and not even 
making expenses on some of the 
attractions, closed the pavilion 
with the exception of one night a 
week, when a local band has been 
put in at 25 cents a person. 

Art Mallory, manager. Craig 
Beach park pavilion, who with Lew 
Platt are exploiting Dick Snyder 
and his Detroiters in 20 small town 
newspapers, reports dance business 
big so far this season at a quarter, 
and pavilicn is operating six nights 
a week, social plan, and one night 
a week is given over to old time 
dancing which is clicking. Smaller 
parks are dancing on an Average of 
two nights a week, with fair 
response, 





Armstrong Heads East 
As Okeh Suit Comes Up 


Culver City, June 27. 


Louis Armstrong wound up his 
Cotton Club engagement Wednes- 
day (22) and left for the east. 
Stops off in Chicago before going 
to New York for another band 
spot. Les Hite’s orchestra con- 
tinues at the local night spot. 

Hearing on the application of 
Okeh Phonograph Co. for an in- 


junction restraining Armstrong 
from wmaking records for Victor 
comes up today (27). So far 


Armstrong has not been represented 
by an attorney. 





Harris Set at Grove 


Los Angeles, June 27. 

Abe Frank on his recent trip to 
New York was not hunting 2 new 
orchestra for the Cocoanut Grove. 

Frank, who returned here this 
week, informs that Phil Harris, 
present leader at the Ambassador, 
is on a long term contract: which 
covers all members of the orchestra 
as well. 





Isham Jones Paid in Full 

Mickey Alpert’s orchestra fol- 
lowed Isham Jones into the Pelham 
Heath Inn, Westchester, 

Jones, a CBS orchestra, had some 
Se difficulties with the road- 
house, but CBS claims that the band 
was paid up in full when it moved 
out. Jones opens at the Ambassa- 
dor Hotel, Atlantic City, Friday (1). 
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“HUMMIN’ TO MYSELF” 


“IS I IN LOVE? I IS” 





“IT WAS SO BEAUTIFUL” 


“UNDER A SHADY TREE WITH 
you” 


“WHEN YOU'RE GETTIN’ 
WITH YOUR GAL” 


ALONG 





“MUST IT BE THE END?” 


DeSYLVA, BROWN 
& HENDERSON, Inc. 


745-7th Ave., New York 


CBS will most likely remove its 
| wire from the Pelham Heath with 
jits orchestra now out. Alpert, an 
indie orchestra, was previously at 
the Westminister Hotel, Boston, 





Piano-like Violin 

Hillsboro, N. H., June 27. 
Samuel Cooke, composer and 
| pianist, has completed a new musi- 
j}cal instrument. It is played with 
| keys like those of a piano, but the 
music sounds like the tones of a 
| Violin. 
Cooke has worked on the instru- 
ment for several years and believes 
|he now has it perfected. 











“TWO LOVES” 
“MARDI-GRAS” 
“DRUMS IN MY HEART” 


MILLER MUSIC, Inc. 








Melton At Cascades 
Jimmie Melton, NBC tenor, will 
ido ‘guest’ appearances with Paul 
Whiteman’s orchestra for the Sun- 
day night air concerts from the 
Topas Hotel during the monh of 
| July. 





62 West 45th Street, New York City 


Melton is also a member of 





NLC’s Revelers. 


‘BY PERMISSION’ TAG 
GROWING NUISANCE 


Radio’s repetitious announcements 
of ‘By Special Permission of the 
Copyright Owners’ will become more 
annoying to listeners than ever 
after July 1, when several new cata- 
logs will be restricted from use by 
radio. 

Famous Music has notified the 
American Society of Composers, 
Authors & Publishers that after July 
1 it will restrict all Paramount pic- 
ture songs from the air. Under its 
usual yearly quota of film songs, 
Famous expects that about 200 
numbers during the year will be 
placed under this restriction. 

Reported also that there is a pos- 
sibility of Robbins doing the same 
with Metro tunes. 

When an orchestra or singers se- 
cures the specia! permission neces- 
sary to use these songs on the air, 
that w.k. ‘By Special Permission, 
etc.’ line has to be announced over 
the air. 

Famous restriction will make it 











just that much tougher on the ears 
of the listening audience, who com- 
plain plenty about the constant 


tailed and before the end of the /repetition of this line which means 


nothing to them. 





HERE AND THERE 


Irving Mills sails for Europe in 
about a month to sell the foreign 
rights to the catalog of Lawrence 
Music, a subsid of Mills-Rockwell. 
Mills will wait until his brother 
Jack returns from Europe before he 
sails. 


Joe Moss has made his first 


recordings for Columbia. 


Red Nichols slated for the Wil- 
lows, Pittsburgh, shortly. 


Harry G. Robinson, Watervliet, 
N. Y., musician, filed a bankruptcy 
petition in U. S. District Court last 
week, schedule showing liabilities 
of $1,220 and no assets. George's 
Music Store of Troy one of the 
creditors. 


= 





Frankie Trumbauer, sax player, 
with his own 14-piece band, has 
opened at the Bellerive hotel, Kan- 
sas City. 


Phil Levant, after a spring season 
at the Bismarck hotel, Chicago, this 
week takes his orchestra to White 
Bear Lake, outside of St. Paul, 
Minn, for the vacation spell. 


Doc Clayton band opens this week 
at the Blue Grotta, Chicago, 


Louise Rosenstein, 16, has written 
a tune with Newell Chase and 
Charles Conlin, ‘Down in My Heart 
It’s You,’ which is to be published 
by a San Francisco firm, 


Reg Code and band back into the 
Athens Athletic Club, Oakland, 
after ten months absence, 





Mort Dixon has severed connec- 
tions with Warner as a _  song- 
writer. 

Now free lancing. 

Joey Ray’s band succeeded Har- 
old Stern at the Brighton theatre, 
Brighton Beach, this week. Ray 
has Joe Frisco and Francis Fay 
with the band, 








Anson Weeks may take his band 
to the Frolics, Los Angeles, for a 
few weeks. Deal now on, but not 
closed. Rumored substituting for 
Weeks at the Hotel Mark Hopkins, 
San Francisco is Earl Sapiro, last 
at the Palace here, 





Don Bigelow’s contract has been 
renewed for another two months at 
the Adolphus, Dallas, 





Benny Pollack’s hookup with Co- 
lumbia from Elitch’s Gardens, Den- 
ver, assures him a nightly average 
of 30 stations. 





Girl Band in L. A. Par 

Los Angeles, June 27. 

Juanita Conner’s femme band is 
in the Paramount week of July 7, 
replacing the swing band for that 
week. 

Regular Georgie Stoll combo back 
in again on the following week. 

Harriet Lee Sustaining 

Harriet Lee commences a series 
of NBC sustainings with a male 
harmony trio July 11. She re- 
cently lost the Edgeworth account. 

Miss Lee will get the WEAF net- 








work thrice weekly, 





:_. By the Plug 


Chicago, June 27. 

Small publishers locally are 
putting their managers on 
piece-work wages, the pluggers 
drawing pay strictly for the 
number of plugs secured. 

And the only plugs that 
count are those that go out 
over the ether. Standard rate 
locally figure as $2 a plug; 
though some of the cheaper 
outfits have that figure pared 
down somewhat, giving the 
deuce only for plugs over a 
network hookup and only $1 
for a local ether outlet. 











2c Idea Now 
Replaced by 


sheet music to 15c instead of the 
20c previously discussed is now be- 
ing seriously pondered. Publishers 
hashed it over at a meeting yester- 
day (Monday) afternoon. 

Former plan to reduce to 20c is 
out on the grounds that the cut is 
not drastic enough to boost sales to 
any great degree. With.a retail 
price of 15c, however, the publish- 
ers feel that new life will be in- 
jected into the sheet music business. 
It is the intention of the publish- 
ers to adopt a slogan reading ‘Sevey 
for a $1, for the 15c music, which 
slogan the publishers feel certain 
will be a valuable help to sales. 

Publishers declare that they have 
the word of the syndicate stores, 
Kresge and McCrory, that if they 
agree upon a 15c price and one or 
two publishers refuse to come into 
the deal, the music of these pub- 
lishers will not be placed on their 
counters. 

The 15c sheet music is to be 
wholesaled for either 9%c or 10c. 
The royalty to songwriters is to be 
reduced, if the 15c price is adopted, 
from 3c to le. 

Under the 15c price the usual in- 
sert in sheet music will be left out 
for cheaper publishing costs, 





MUSICKERS 


Assault Row Cost Dave 
$3,500—Also $25 Fine 


Broudy 


Pittsburgh, June 27. 

Dave Broudy, orcenestra leader at 
the Stanley, was convicted of as- 
sault and battery on Julius Gardner, 
a French horn player in his employ 
two years ago, by a jury in com- 
mon pleas court here last week. 
The trial judge gave him the mini- 
mum sentence, $25 and costs. 
It was the second trial growing 
out of the case, with Gardner charg- 
ing that the beating administered 
by Broudy in 1930 incapacitated him 
for work for some time and also 
gave him a sensitive lip. which in- 
terfered with his horn playing. A 
couple of months age Gardner sued 
the leader for $100,000 damages and 
was awarded a verdict of $3,500. 

On the assault and battery con- 
viction, Broudy faces a prison term 
of a year. 





New Columbus Lyceum 


Columbus, June 27. 

The Lyceum theatre, home of 
co-op stock burlesque for the past 
two years until it was burned down, 
March 13, is being rebuilt by and for 
the local stagehands’ and musicians’ 
unions, who will operate it again as 
a stock burlesque house in the fall. 

Rebuilt theatre is to be on a 
single floor and will have only 750 
seats. 





Par Keeps Hand, Krumgold 
Hollywood, June 27. 
Paramount has taken up options 
of Herman Hand and Sigmund 
Krumgold, arrangers and conduc- 
tors. 
30th will+remain on 
payroll for another year. 


the studio 





Felton’s Shore Date 
Long Branch, N. J., 
‘Happy’ Felton 


June 27. 


and ork is set for 
the summer at Jenkinson’'s Pavilion 
Point Pleasant. 

Band has just figished an engage- 
men at the De Witt Clinton Hotel. 
Albany. 





1be Retail: 


A reduction in the retail price of: 


tributed 


DEBT PLEA 
NO JOY 





Plaza Music, one of the largest 
jobbers, came to the Music Pub- 
lishers’ Protective Association last 
week and admitted a shortage of 
cash, 

Plaza is indebted to the majority 


of the publishers for sheet music 
which it bought, with some of its 
debts extending over a couple of 
months. Jobber requested the help 
of the M. P. P. A. to effect some 
settlement with three publishers 


over its debts. 

Its financial statement to the mM. 
P. P. A. wasn’t clear enough, and 
the latter organization put an ace 
countant to work on Plaza’s books. 
As soon as the accountant reports 
the financial standing of Plaza, the 
publishers will determine the pro- 
cedure of action necessary, 

Plaza, according to report, is said 
to have offered to settle with the 
publishers for 50c on the dollar if 
the publishers will permit them to 


remain in business. 
Some nine years ago the Plaza 
was in similar diZiculties. At that 


time it settled "with the publishers 
for 20c on the $1. 


Direct Ship to Studies 
New Postage Economy 








Famous Music will hereafter send 
professional copies and orchestra- 
tions to 400 radio stations to be dis- 
by the program directors 
instead of mailing them direct to 
the leaders or singers. 

Larry Spier, gen. mgr. of Famous, 
adopted this move to cut down on 
postal expense after the increased 
postal rates becomes effective July 
6. Under the system now in use 
with other publishers, where ore 
chestrations are mailed individu- 
ally, Famous had to mail out 6,000 
orchestration envelopes. Now but 
400 packages of orchestrations will 
be mailed. 

Spier sent letters to 400 stations 
advising them of his move and ree 
questing that they fill out an en- 
closed blank which would inform 
him of the number of artists and 
orchestrations on each station and 
to whom to send his orchestrations, 

Other publishers, after advised of 
the Famous Music move by the 
gen mer. of the A. S. C. A. P., are 
adopting the same method to cut 
down mailing expense. 





Cline Renames Himself 
For Manhattan Airing 


Tommy Nelson's orchestra opened 
at the Roosevelt Hotel, New York, 
last week, following Harry Reser. 

Until coming into the Roosevelt, 
the name of the band was Tommy 
Cline’s. Cline decided to change his 
monicker to Nelson when he hit the 
big town. 





Calloway’s Mixed Tour 


Baron Lee and his Blue Rhythm 
band follows Cab Calloway’s orches- 
tra into the Cotten Club, opening 
June 29. Calloway will play dance 
tours and theatres over the sum- 
mer, when he will return to the 
Cotton Club. 

Calloway’s itinerary calls for the 
band to open for Loew at the Par- 
adise, Bronx, July 1 and move to 
the Valencia, Jamaica, the follow- 
ing week. Band is playing these 
dates for $4,000 per week net. Fol- 
lowing the two Loew weeks, Cal- 
loway moves to North Carolina, 
from where he will start on a dance 
tour until Sept. 2. On the latter 
date the band goes into the Peari, 
Philadelphia, and on Sept. 10 plays 
the Howard, Washington. Both are 
colored houses. 

Band's salary for the two latter 
dates will be $5,000 each. 


Mills Nixes Victor 


Mills Music is another Victor 
publisher holdout. Mills, along with 
tobbins and Ieist, refuses to per- 
mit Victer to use its catalog for the 
10c and 20c disc on a smaller roy- 
alty basis. 

Harms as yet has 
whether to agree to 
,royalty to join the 
j holdout publishers. 
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JEFFERSON OSBORNE 


Jefferson Osborne, 61, stage and 
screen actor and associated for 
mainy years with William S, Hart 
and David Horsley, died at Hondo, 
Calif., June 11. He had been prac- 
tically retired from pictures since 
suffering a paralytic stroke in 1922. 


theatre operator and stage man- 
ager. Survived by his widow. 


J. C. Duncan, 73, manager and 
part owner of the Park theatre, 
Sioux City, died there last week 
following a lingering illness. He 
had been in the theatre business | 


Osborne, whose real name was since 1887. 
J. W. Schroeder, was born in Bay —- 
City, Mi.h. He played in stage} August Francati, for the past 14 


j}years bass p’% 
band of Roch 
June 18. 


er with the Park 
‘ster, N. Y., died there 
Was born in Italy and | 


companies with Hart, 
joined with Horsley 
Hollywood in 1912 to 


and in 1908 
He came to 
work with 





Horsley when the latter estab- played in military bands there, 

lished his film company here. Had nea . 

i snk toe seg Universal, |_ Mother of Ciff Edwards, (Ukelele 

and Triangle in films’ early days. ike) died in capnhdigeey erled me — 
Survived by a brother, Herman 20, after an illness of a year, Sur- 


Sheldon, stage actor, now in New vived only by her son. 


Orleans, 





Ryan Walker, once a well known 
theatrical and sports cartoonist, 
WILLIAM JEROME died in a Moscow hospital June 22. 
William Jerome, 67, composer and| He has been in Russia since last 
publisher, died at his home in New} fall. Always of radical tendencies, 
York June 25. Billy Jerome was a’ he joined the soviet movement in 








| 


IN MEMORY OF 


JOE SCHENCK 


WHO PASSED AWAY JUNE 28, 1930 
HIS LAST BALLAD 


He’s with me through thick and thin, 
It makes no difference, lose or win— 
And that’s the way I feel towards him. 
He's that kind of a pal! 
When bad luck comes across my track 
To give me anything I lack, 
He'd take the shirt right off his back, 
For he’s that kind of a pal! 
We seem to understand each other; 
He'd do more for me than a brother; 
He's more than what you call a friend— 
The one on whom I can depend 
To stick to me right to the end, 
For he's that kind of a pal! 


GUS VAN 





successful composer for two g¢fi- | 1930, giving up his other news- 


erations and has turned out in-| paper work to become cartoonist 
numerable popular. melodies, per- {for the New York ‘Worker,’ com- 
haps the best known being ‘Mr.} unist organ here. 

Dooley’ and ‘Sit Down, You're sine 

Rocking the Boat.’ He had ap- Wife, 37, of Robert Anderson, of 
peared on the stage, singing his|the Metropolitan grand opera, died 
own compositions, and was a June 17 in a hospital in Albert, 


popular figure in and out of musical 
and theatrical circles. 

He is survived by his wife and 
two daughters, Maude and Billie. 


New York. 
her parents 
heart attack. 


She had been visiting 
there and suffered a 
Interment there, 





Adolph Doring, for man years 
JEFFERSON K. FOX stage manager of the old shades 
Jefferson K. (Bert) Fox, 58, as- |and later at the Golden Gate, San 

sistant chief of the Mobile fire de- | Francisco, died June 23 in a local 

partment, died in that city June 16, |sanitarium after several months 
after a short illness. He was at |illness. Was past grand president 








tion. 


In Memory of 
MY FATHER 


HARRY MURRAY 


Who Passed Away June 22, 1932 
MARY 
MARIE SABBOTT 





Eight-months-old son of Lucien 
Littlefield, film actor, died Thurs® 
day (23) in Los Angeles of pneu- 
monila, 





Nan Gray (Mrs. L. E. Pierce), a 
former vaudeville player, was killed 
in an auto accident near Seattle 
June 17, 


a circus 
been on the 
was a half- 


one time well Known as 
aerialist and had 
vaudeville stage. He 
brother of Bert Swor. 

He is survived by his widow, and 
a sister, Mrs. John King. 


Carney Gets Air 


Long Branch, N. J., June 27. 
PERCY POLLOCK BP Niger regal sa 
‘ ival), wa 

Percy Pollock died at his home | Beanch nani cami Py Ty pone 
in New York June 17 at the age of | vetted Ss thé police that they had | 
50. For a time he appeared in test éoueh on hn Sie. = 
vaudeville with Jim Kelly, but was | ‘<a ees dane a Rea | 
better known in legit. He followed rena ‘inate thee to Flares’ note 
Fre . ‘ cond? @ < _ 

rank Bacon — Lightnin - _ coppers when Daisy D’Olin, cooch 
peared in ‘Spite Corner’ and his last dancer, and Mlle. Cleo, half-man 
know api ‘ 4as ‘ / ie 
aaah te Eee , as on the half-woman, came to blows over the | 

He was of the Pollocks, a family oo of a barker in the out- 
well known formerly in tent show chee ig ye aie 
circles. His sister Emma Pollock varny 18 from Newark. 
attracted attention in the Harrigan 
and Hart days for, scoring with 
‘Maggie Murphy's Home.’ She is _ LETTERS 

‘Then Sending for Mall to 
VARIETY Addrese Mai] Clerk. 








Still alive, 


ge POSTCARDS, ADVERTISING or 
CONSUELA CARRERAS CIRCULAR LETTERS WILL NOT 
Consuelo Carreras, a Spanish BE ADVERTISED 


LETTERS ADVERTISED IN 


ls > . . . + - 
cadancer, died at her home in New ONE ISSUE ONLY | 


York, June 20. She recently under- 
went an operation. Has given 
many dance recitals here since her 
debut in 1925. 
Survived by 
professionals, 
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her parents, both 
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Wurzburger Fr'nc’s 

May Gypsy 

McGlynn Virginia Zurkor David 
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_ Martyn F M 


G. F. CLARK 
George F. Clark, 56, for the past 








year manager of the Shrine the- Boyd Lewis | Palmer Henry J 
atre in Des Moines, died at his he 
home near Topeka, June 19, of aj Fisher & White | Shapiro Abe 


Fitzpatrick Chas 
heart attack, He was a veteran Hanley Bud Verobell Madame 
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Coppings’ Let Raided, 


| police Friday on complaints made} 


of the Theatrical Mutual Associa- | 


citizens | 


GENTRY BROS. 
Canton, O., June 22. 
half its former size, 


Carney People Jailed 


Reduced to 


Altoona, June 27. Centry Brothers, dog and pony cir- 
Seventeen members of the Cop-|cus, is doing a _ satisfactory busi- 


middle west, as a mo- 
confining its route to 
the key cities and playing a week 
or more at each stand, changing lot 
locations each day. Show this sea- 
son is moving on 17 Chevrolet 
trucks and several trailers, using 
ing a gambling device, was ordered |three trucks in the advance. Per- 
to make restitution to a customer |formance is being offe: :d in a top 


° . : t aa) 30 s, 
and pay a fine of $50, going to jail | Which is 80, with a 40 and two 8 


|} seating < ibout 2 0ua, with reserves on 


ness in the 
torized outfit, 


pings carnival shows were arrested 
in a raid made by state and city 





locally and forwarded from earlier 
stands. 
Earl Lewis, charged with operat- 














BURLEY BIKES 


WITH WOLFE 
AT DOOR 


Los Angeles, June 27. 


in default. Philip Dustin, Ben both sides and blues flanking each Grossing around $1 $00 weekly, 
Harris, Floyd Frabel anl Harry | ona. side rine is used and the show | With operating ‘nut’ reaching close 
Arnold, also held = on gambling | jy its entirety is given by trained|to $2,500 due mostly to high rent, 
charges, were jailed, and the pro- | ponies, dogs, and monks. Equip-!|F, LL. Wolfe closed the ‘Dashin’ 
prietor paid a $50 fine. Three girls|ment and props is Al. Show in-|pinah From Carolina’ colored bur- 
and a musician from another show s aded Pgs o this week after an ab- llesque stock at the Main street 
paid fines of $10 each. Bence Of I years, : ao _. | Burbank Saturday (25), and start- 
Lic at | eet 3 Gentry - dg aay Pit ing today will ‘Go weed me mar and 

7 live in the management of the re- | Garter (white) burlesque outnt, di- 

Pass Up Twins vival of the famed old show. Both| rectly across the street, = both 

are with the show on tour and are} houses. Idea is outcome of pre- 

|being assisted by Freely Brown, viously combining the highlights of 

Minneapolis, June 27. said to be a part owner and who 1S | both shows for ‘he weekly Satur- 


For the first season in 15 years | general superintendent. ¢ aint F _ 

the Ringling-Barnum & Bailey cir- ; ney, another veteran ot oe advance, | 

‘ > ~i43,. |i8 general agent, and Roy 

cus will pass up the Twin ¢ ites. | equestrian director. Rush for the | 
Minneapolis has been down on the 


|past 20 years has been identified 
route as a two-day stand. | with Ringling, Floto and other larger 


Advertising matter for the Al G | circuses, and in his new capacity 
Barnes’ circus, due here July 1 and|does a most capable job. 
2, states that it will be the only cir- Present trick is sufficient to get 
leus to visit Minneapolis this sea-| by, Gentrys feel in lace of exist- 
| son. ling conditions and can be operated, 


it is understood, on a nut said not 
to be in excess ot 
conditions warrant, 


be augmented next season, 





DOWNIE CIRCUS GUARDED 


making 


Waltham, Mass., June 27. the show its original size, using 
Downie Brothers circus was |twice the amount of stock, return | 
escorted by police on its trip from the parade and put in five small) 


bulls. i 
Under the present setup, only 25, 
ponies are being carried, about the | 
same number of dogs, several “sre: | 
and some trained pigs. Show is re- 


Waltham to Medford as a result of 
labor trouble. 

Between 15 and 20 laborers, em- 
| ployees of the circus, on strike for 








|higher wages made threats and the | ported to have done nicely in Vir- 
management asked police protec- |ginia and in Washington, D. C., and 
| tion also some spots in West V re Fine 1, 


but since coming into Ohio business 
has not been so good. Show moved 
from here to Akron for eleven 
stands, and then to Cleveland for 
eleven stands, after which the truck 
will head west into Indiana, picking 
up Ft. Wayne and other cities en- 
route to Indianapolis. Prices: Adults, 
30 cents; kids, 20 cents. 

Big show program climaxed when 
a small house at one end of the 
tent catches fire, two miniature fire 
trucks drawn by ponies and manned 
by dogs and monks respond and 
extinguish the blaze. 

‘Freckles,’ late of Our Gang com- 
edies, does the entire after-show. 
Featuring the program is a take-off 
of the comedy it might easily go into| on George Primrose, which the lad 
the hit class. A certain large group| does exceptionally well. He makes 
of people in Detroit and Chicago] a big hit with the kiddies. Show 
| have come to depend on Leslie for|is using the lad in merchant tie-ups 
good entertainment. They may rally | on the tirst day in town to good ad- 
to his support in Chicago. The local | vantage, with tree tickets to all red- 
delegation somehow got sidetracked| heads who visit the store in which 
| after the first two nights. he is appearing. Newspapers grab 

Walter Woolf in his first revue | off extra ads in ‘Freckles’ tie-up, 
does all right, but just that. Woolf| which gives the show extra ex- 
undoubtedly has a following. They) ploitation. McConnell. 
won't be disappointed, but they also — 

won't be particularly thrilled. Jean- * ’ 

ette Loff ‘ounaeines agreeably, plenty Samaritan $s Reward 

eye-filling and singing with a pleas- Ottumwa, Ia., June 27. 

ant, if weak, voice, and with a very Bussey, carnival company 
agent, played sugar last 


‘engaging manner. Ina Ray will| FE. R. 

|have plenty said about her. She is|@#dvance ( 

a slightly built, winsome girl and|year to a group of girls in a Ha- 
one that has lots of personality to| waiian troupe guaranteeing their 

go with her oe. ae og ae board bill. Then, it is charged, he 

She does a soft-shoe tap that is a forgot to pay the bill. 

oe eg — Po He was picked up at Hampton, 

that he did when playing picture| With another carnival outfit, and 

houses, and does them just as weli.! brought here to face charges. Bail 

He scored as a real show stopper. | vends were set at $200. 
Eddie Lambert only gets over - 


when he reverts to his vaude rou- TAKE NO CHANCE 





| TROUT BY THE INCH 
| Operator at Savin Rock Amuse- 
ment Park stocked large lagoon 
| with trout and charged customers 
/so much an inch for catches. 

Profitable game till fish-hawks 
from Long Island Sound discovered 
the place, 





CLOWNS IN CLOVER 


(Continued from page 46) 




















tines. Lew Hearn doesn’t even use , 
his vaude stuff, unless changes have Dubuque, Ia., June 27. 
been made. Dorothy Dare does a The Dubuque County Fair direc- 


couple of numbers in a nice enough | |tors decided to 
manner, but nothing sensational.! nt until 1932 
Kay Strozzi might do better if she|CYEDE UNI tvev- Laas ¢ the 
had some material to work on, but| The fair in 1931 was one o =I 
the skits just don’t. Perhaps most|few in the state of Iowa that made 
'eredit should be given to Merriel!a profit. 
| Abbott for her line of dancers and 
|routines. These are both unusually 
good. They give Leslie what he is 
| known for—real dancing and fast. 
For production Leslie has followed 
out to a certain extent his tendency 
| for plain black drops. Here he uses 
| half- sized sets against the black 
; background. Effect is nice and not} Crafis: Stockton, Cal. 
| too expensive. The costumes ew eraeee, SN 
'extremely well chosen. Of the mu- Hightstown, MH. -<- 


postpone the 1932 
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For current week, June 27-July 2, 
when not otherwise indicated, 
Beckman & Gerety: 
Capital Am.: New Ulm, 
Copping: Arnold, Va. 


Minn, 2-4. 


are Edwards: 
Enipire City: 

















4 Gibson: Brazil, Ind, 
sic the big plug is given to ‘Don't Gray: esos, Tet. 
‘Blame Me.” A catchy tune, and! Greenburg: Greeley, Colo. 
something will be done with it. ‘My| Hey: Dayton aoe “. av 
Favorite Person,’ ‘Full of the Devil,’| Jae#l: Evansville. tton Pa. 
‘Close Your Old Umbrella’ and Keystone: Cumberland, Md. 
‘Clowns in Clover’ will all do well,| Landes: Parsons, Kan. _ , 
depending on treatment and success Levitt-Brown-Huggins: menentt, Wash. 
7 $ "{ ide on a0., «#** 
of the show. mney Mig ee 
: . ar « sie a., «#** 
Local ‘stand was disappointing! gis Liberty: Wheaton, Ill., 30-5. 
from a financial standpoint. Lee. Tidwell: Liberal, Kan, 
West Madison, Kan. 
Williams Hutchinson, Minn, 
Columnist Brother’s Agency Zeiger: Scotts Bluff, Neb. 
Jay Faggen, former ballroom and 
band manager, is now p.a.’ng sev- CIRCUSES 
eral radio attractions, with Harry 
Sobol associated. Al G. _Garnes ; rae 
: ‘ ‘ ’ June 28, Waterlr “9 Pocheste: 
Latter is Louis Sobol (‘Journa!’ | winn.: 30, St. Paul; "July 1-2, Minneapolis, 
columnist’s) brother. Minn. 
| Hagenbeck- Wallace 
P 7 , } June 28 il City, P 2 Kittanning: 50 
Circus Girl Under Knife | No Kensington; July Geum wg; 2 
Jacqueline Teeper, 20, trapeze Sells-Floto 
performer with the Sells-Floto cir-| y... 08 pPurlington, Vt: 29 . 
cus, went into St. Luke’s hospital 26, st. Albans: Ju 1 M 
) © ‘ p I) 
|New Bedford, Mass. | Saar du ; A 
Acute attack of appendicitis. Cs ; y, P. E.L 


| 
( 


€ 
down to 


$200 a day. If| blance of a stage crew. 
truck fleet will has prevailed upon the stage work- 
jers to make the 
lacross the 





CARNIVALS | 


Beloit, Wis. 


lay night midnight jamborees at 


Rush is | each house. 


daily at 
is cutting 
that the 


Instead of four shows 
ach house, management 
three a day, so 


troupe, doubling back and forth, 
lactually will do six performances 
|every 24 hours. 

Both houses operate non-union, 
Burbank alone using any sem- 


Management 


three round trips 
street to handle such 
as may be required. 

About 30 people make up the Star 
and Garter sock, with hard times 
salaries paid throughout, 


scenery 





‘Carnival Men Jailed 


After Lurid Ia. Week 


Dubuque, June 27, 

The Rock City Shows left last 
week after delivering another black- 
eye to the carnival business, leave 
ing C. W. Hendrix, concession ope- 
rator in the jail charged with knif- 
ing John Scanlan about dawn of 
the day the shows concluded their 
hectic week. 

Scanlan’s pal and two carniva! 
followers are in jail also accused 
of ‘rolling’ one of the towners after 
an auto party and drinking bout. 
The second night the show played, 
the police closed one entertainment 
as immoral and Friday night a 
windstorm nearly ended the shows’ 
career. 

Hendrix was arrested in Freeport, 
Ill. where the show jumped. The 
concessionaire was hiding in willows 
near the grounds but was trailed 
through his wife. 





Mrs. Jonah Gets Decree 


Milwaukee, June 27. 

Mrs. Elinore Lee in her suit for 
divorce against Frank J. Lee testi- 
fied that her domestic opposition 
was a stuffed whale 

Frank, an old showman, has for 
some time considered a_ stuffed 
whale he is carting around the 
country for the benefit of cash cus- 
tomers entitled to more attention 
than his wife, she testified. Judge 
Daniel Sullivan gave her a divorce 
by default. Frank is at present in 
Dallas, Texas, where he went after 
telling the former Mrs. Lee that 
she was getting too fat and he 
wanted a baby doll type. 


10c TEA 10c 
ROOM 


160 NORTH STATE 
CHICAGO, ILL. 


a 
10c-Nothing Over-10c 


HOT AND COLD SANDWICHES 
LARGE VARIETY OF SALADS 

COMPETE FOUNTAIN SERVICE 
Table Service—Private Booths 

Always Open—We Never Close 
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RKO STATE LAKE 
CHICAGO 
RKO-RADIO Presents 
FRANK’ BUCK (In Person) 


“Bring Em Back Alive” 


A KKO-RADIO PICTURE 











DOROTHEA ANTEL 


316 W. 72d St.. New York City 
The Sunshine Shoppe 


New Assortment of 
GREETING CARDS 
For Al! Occasions 
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56 VARIETY Tuesday, June 28, 1932 


: n 
New York Paramount Theatre 


Presents Its Most Powerful 
Array of Four Ply Names 
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WILLIE 


and EUGENE 
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RUDY 


VALLEE 
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THE SMASH OF | 
ALL SMASHES AMONG 
BROADWAY STAGE 


SHOWS 




















UNDER PERSONAL MANAGEMENT 


LOU IRWIN 






































